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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XIV. 





No. 1. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, July 1. 


The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 


War Office, July 1, 1884, 11‘15 a.m. 


YOUES 27tli June. 

Two battalions will be bold in readiness aecordingly. 


No. 2. 

Sir B. Maxwell to Earl Granville.—{Received July 2.) 

My Lord, Athenccuni Club, Pall Mall, June 30, 1884. 

HAVING tendered my resignation as Procureur-Gondral of Egypt, I think it 
my duty to state to your Jjordship the eircumstanees under which I felt called upon to 
take that step. 

The gaols there, as in France, are managed by the Executive; but they arc under 
the “ surveillanee ” of the Procurcur, Avho is charged to report to the Minister of 
Justice all irregularities which he finds in tlicm. The prisoners are essentially under 
his protection ; and I need not dAVcll on the importance of this system of control by 
one Department over the management of another, as a cheek on misconduct. 

Early iir March one of my deputies reported to mo that flogging had been reintro¬ 
duced into the gaols. It had been abolished; it Avas, AAuth other acts of violence on 
prisoners, made penal by the Criminal Code; and it had no other authority for its 
reappearance than some rules diuAvn by Mr. Clifl'ord Lloyd, as TJndor-Secrctary of the 
Interior, but not enacted or sanctioned by any authority AvhatcA^cr. The gaoler of 
Alexandria, Avhile admitting the truth of the report, refused me the inspection of the 
gaol books, and informed me that he did so by the instructions of Dr. Crookshank, the 
Director-General of Gaols, Avho had instructed him also to treat me and my deputies 
as more private persons, aa Iio had no right of visiting Avithout the Director-Generars 
written permission. This Avas done by Mr. Lloyd’s orders. 

If my right or duty Avas disputed, the suitable course, I venture to submit to your 
Lordship, Avould have been to refer the question at once to those competent to deter¬ 
mine it. But merely to instruct inferior gaol officials to treat mo as an intruder 
seemed calculated rather to provoke a contest than to settle with mutual respect an 
honest doubt. 

I referred the matter to Nubar Pasha, the Prime Minister. lie pronounced 
himself incompetent to deal Avith it, and referred me to Sir E. Baring. The latter 
[448] B 






Supported file course u'liicli hnd bccD pursued, and thou, "with the alternative of eitheir 
resmiiu" or of appealing to your Lordship, 1 chose the latter, and wrote two letters 
to sir ElBaring, dated the 11th and 13th March. A day or two later Sir E. Baring 
and Mr. Lloyd came to me and admitted that the law plainly invested me with the 
superintendence over the gaols. Inferring from this admission that I should meet 
with no ohstruction in future, at Sir E. Baring’s request I u ithdrew my letters. 

T('n days latei- Dr. Croolcshank, hy IMr. Lloyd’s directions, hegan to set at liberty 
a numher of prisoners in custody for trial. In consequence of the comjdaints of prose¬ 
cutors and others, I made some inquiry into the circumstances in the Cairo gaol. 
But, on sending there a few days later for further information, I learned that 
Dr. Crookshank had again ordered the ])risons to he closed to my Department. The 
circular Avhich he issued on the subject to the gaolers was not to ho recorded for future 
inspection, hut to he returned as soon as read. 

It was out of the question that I should hold my ofTice, not as defined hy law, 
hut as it might he limited hy Mr. Lloyd or his suhordinatos; and, as the IMinister 
still declined to interfere, and Sir E. Baring still approicd of the course pursued, I 
submitted the facts to your Lordship; a_letter of tlic 3rd April being non added to 
the earlier ones. I received no information of the a lews udiicli j our Lordship might 
have formed on the matter ; hut the removal soon afteruards of Mr. Lloyd from the 
scene appeared to afford me a sufficient guarantee against the rccuiience oi similai 
acts, iiuhar Pasha noAV called on the 3Imister of the Interior to take iiuvasurcs for 
insurin'^ due respect to me and my deputic's in the execution ot our duties; and, to 
prevent future trouble, T ('xplained to the Ministi'r of the Interior, and to Di. Ciook- 
shank in his presence, that eierjbody and ca( uxthing Avithin the gaol Avails A\ere as 
much under the superintendence of tlie one ^Ministry as tlu'v Aiere under tlu' manage¬ 
ment of the other. 

At th(' end of last month I found that floggings ak'Iv still iiitlieted on prisoners 
by Dr. Crookshank’s orders ; that, only the day before I made inquiry, a man had 
been '=o punished on his AX'rbal order tor haAing used insulting language to a Aiaidi'i. 
The Eno'lish gaohn* from A\hnm I eliciti'd this tact informed nie the next day, Avhen 
I qucstioiK'd liim further, that lu' had in tlu' intinnal bi'cn Instructed bj Di. Ciook*' 
shank not to produce any papeis or ansAM'r an\ (piestions to me. 

On this question of tiogging I Aiouldheg to i'('niark that not only A\as it contrary to 
hiAV, and ai as conducted in a manner to placi' tlu' ])risoners at the discretion of mere 
gaoii'i's, but it Manned to me in the highest degree' imiiolitic that Englishmen should 
bring back the courbash the moment tbey got the man;u;enient of tjie prisons in their 
hands, and on the inorrou of its abolition b\ the Egyptian authorities upon, it I am 
not mistaken, the representations of Lord Duth'vin. As regards myself. Dr. Crook- 
shanb had iioaa for a third time prcAcnted nic' from executing my dutic's. On the 
lirst occasion he might haAC pleaded in extenuation ignorance or obi'dience' to superior 
orders; on the second, he might still IniAi- falh’u back <m the latter excuse'; on the 
third, neither Avas open to him. I kncAV Avell from high quarters A\hat feelings of 
aiwer and exasperation had been roused in the eountry by trampling on tlu' law and 
di'iianee of authority, and hoAV ruinous to our intlui'uce AAsas oAX'ry act calculated to 
make it feel that it*AAas rather under the heel of a conqueror than in tin' hands of a 
fiiend. Eor my oAvn self-respect, and for the ('xamplc of respect to the law which I, 
abovi'all other'officers, AAas bound to set, I could not continue to hold an otricc Avhich 
I had been time after time ^iri'A ('uted from executing by acts of sheer laAvlessness, 
unless the ^linister A\ould Aindicatt' tin' supremacy of tlie laAV and the res^x'ct due to 
its officers by the ixmoA'a! of tin' olfender from the ])ublic seixiee. 

This 1 found In' Avas prepared to do. Erom a h'tter addri'ssed by Dr. Crookshank 
to the Minister of the Interior, I gathered that lie justilied bis conduct on the gnnmd 
that inquiries such as iibo cases of corporal jninishment weii' foreign to my functions. 
Tsubar Pasha, how-'A’cr, liaA'ing heard bis explanations, would liaAai removed him, but 
Mr. E'^'crton, Her Maiest_\’s C'onsul-Ceneral, inteiposed on his behalf; and Iho 
M inistiw, as he told me, considei ing that tin' subject had thereby become a political 

one, deidined to act in opposbion to the Consul-fieneral. ■, r i i 

In theso circumstances, my olliei' AAas no lomqw b'nabb', and 1 placi'd my resig¬ 
nation of it in Tshibar Paslri’s'hands. IL' requested me not to press it unlit it AAas 
as •('rtain''d wln'lber \ I'o ^would a])]i.‘o\e ol'’'dr. bgerlon’s inl( ilerenee, and 

! acquiesced. 

1 have, (&c. 

(Signed) P. HENSON :\rAXWELL. 
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No. 3. 

The Secretary io ihe Admiraltij to Sir J. Pauncpfote.—(Received July 3.) 

Sir, Admiralty, July 2, 1881. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to forAvard 
hcrcAAuth, for the perusal of Earl Granville, a despatch dated the 9th June from Vice- 
Admiral Sir William Ilcwctt, Avith inelosures, in aaIucIi aaHI be found full particulars 
of the recent Mission to King John of Abyssinia. 

2. My Lords request that these documents may be returned, as they arc in 
original, and that if the correspondence is printed, they may be furnished AAuth 
copies. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGIIEGOII. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 3. 

Rear-Admiral Sii W. Ilewett to the Scoetary to the Admhulty. 

♦i^ir, Asmara, June 9, 1881. 

I nAA^E the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commis'-ioners 
of the AdmiraltA, (hat in compliance AAith their Lordships’ letter of the 11th January, 
1881, I led AlassoAA'ah on the 7th April on a Aisit to King Johannis of Ahyssinia, 
in order to arrangi' AAith him the dillerences I'xisting IicIaa een EgApt and Abyssinia, 
and to obtain his promise to assist the AAithdraAAal through his territory of the 
Egyptian garrisons in the Eastern Sondan. In addition to the Admiralty letter aboA'C 
quoted, I had been in telegraphic corri'spondencc AAith Her Alajesty’s Agent and 
Consul-Geiu'ral in Eg\A])t, by whom I had been fiiinished AAith an outliiu' of the basis 
of negotiations, AAhich hail been aiiproAcd by Her Majest;,’s GoAerument. 

2. I AA'as aceonrpanied by Alason Bca, GoAi'inor of Massowah, and IL'presentativo 
of the Egyptian Goa eminent, aa'Iio had been placed under my orders; also by Captain 
Tristram C. S. Spei'dy, a gentli'inan intimaU'ly acquainteil witli the language and 
customs of Abyssinia, AAho had been furnislu'd with instructions from Her Alajcsty’s 
Princijial SeeretarA of Stale to accompany me. 

8. I inclose a list of the other officers and persons aa ho accompanied me on the 
mission. Aly object in laking AAith me so many oiriecrs A\as to boneiit their health by 
a journey to llu' plains uhence theyAAcri' to liaAO leturned to AiassoAvah. On my 
re([ucsting an escort to aecompany them 1 AAas met AAith such strong protests that 
the King AAOuhl like to see as many of my olficers as possible, that 1 considered it 
bi'tter that tln'y should proceed with me. And since oAcry person, CA'en of small 
important!', is ahvays attended by a numerous retinue, it ajipeared to me that, as 
Hi'r Alajesty’s llepresentatiAe, my staff was no larger than Her Alajesty’s Government 
would eonsidi'r lu'cessary under the circumstauees; and I may mention that after the 
King had OAi'reome his sliAiiess in the })resenee of Avliite men, hi' desired tint all the 
Europeans aaIio accompanied me as seiwants might be alloAved to come into his 
presence AAdien I Aisited him. 

1. Aly transport consisted ot upwards of 100 mules, ‘uul besides the baggage 
carried by them a large quantitA of stores, and the heaviest of the presents for the 
King had Ix'cn sent on to Ailet three days prcAiously on camels. 

5. 1 was obligt'd to carry large (piantities of tinned stores, as the only food pro- 
oarable in .Via 'sini i suitable to Liuropi'ans is nu'at and a coarsi' kind of bread. 

0. In ordi'r to aAoid (xciting susjueion in the minds of the Ah^ssiuians, I had 
decided that no ('scort should accompany me, and 1 had informed Alason Bey that I 
desired that if lu' took any Hashi-Ba/.onks in his ri'tinue they should bo unarmed, and 
should accompauA him simply as miih'teeis and serAants. 

7. LeaAing Alassowah at 3 p.:i. on the 7th April, I arrHcd at Sahaati on the same 
night. A camp had already bei'u pitched by officers Avhom I had sent foi'AA'ard on the 
prcAious (lay. 

8. Gn the nioining of the Stli, at (by\ light, the camp w.is struck and the All sion 
proceeded to Aih't Plain, arriA ing tlu're at noon. On arriA'al tlu' stove's and jire'-ents 
sent on befori'liand wc're found to liaAC arriAcd sab'ly, and aa ('!■(' shortly afti'iwards 
handl'd oAi'r to an iVbyssiniaii I'seoit intrusted AAith their eoiiAi'yanee to the caiiital. 

9. 1 ri'inaincd at Ailet on the 9th, awaiting the arriAal of a guard. AVhilo there 
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I boaKl thal amongst “f,,l"—tely'-fa 
lawcd rohbcr pebbul), ovnvc^^scd mv rc"i’ot that tins should be tlic ease, and 

letter to Eas Alula in nbieb I -1 ^ ^ji^t they might bo dismissed 

requested that such men migi A ^ (,1^ tins subiect, I presume that the 

XSinX:. had done so nith an object ot his oivn, 

and that my letter to the Kas on the following day to Genda, 

n-ho “i ,va“ ttt BoKSf iSs XWs second in command, and an cscovt to 

— "CaSffoi-BoiataGabvonn^^^^^^^^^^ 

that, shortly after my departure ’f pl^oos therefore assoinhled and 

between Gciida and Ailet, ibc killed^ -Without doubt, an attack on 

fought the robbers, sixteen o he ^ frustrated by 

the IMission was contemplated, but Tiic uen^i 

Belata Gabron’s arrival. ^Mission moved on to helLagobayc, 

12. Leaving Geiula on the ^^th Apid tl c xUu^ ^ intended to 

Aihich is at the foot of the steep laeAe nrocecdiii"’' to Asmara; but as Bclata 

rest on the day P 

Gabron informed me that has Alula c -1 igtl/and reached the plain on the 
in time for church cm Sunday. I ApL lly has Alula and a guard of 

same day at noon. I was J f infantry.^ The manoeuvres of these 

about 2,000 cavalry and a similar numbci ot intanuy. 

troops was a very imposing sight. i-l,o iqth and after the usual exchange of 

13. I visited tlic Has oa tl.c attcmooii “"kkkK on llic lOtU, as tlic lltl. 

comiilimcnts, lie decided to almost entirely at 

would be a fast day, ^1—C by ' ' ‘ . ivoops escorted me to Addy TokUly, 

14. On the lotli Has Alula and alien yo* ‘ “gf ““ During tlio 

the Has' bcad-qnmto and the ,„luh„,ally' manoeuvring eiilicr singly or 

15. On the KUh April the (nf the IStli. On the 18th I neut 

being good Avater and tV chidofelasie a village of some little importance, 

on to Tcranini, and on the 1 Jtn to tiocloicias , a,.,nlav the 20th. According to 

10. At Godofclasie I remained IrthairAth ns On Easter Sunday I 

Ahvssinian reckoning Easter falls a ^ tedrivevs, uho dc'sired to observe their 

wished to rest for the sake of my Ahy>sm n f on Sundays, 

great feast day, as well as to make ^ f the tents being too ivct to 

^ 17. On the 20tli very Poavy A Aw the morning of the 21sl, I 

admit of the tents being ^ ^ i .. |k(su moved on a short distance to a 

";;i:;;!:lHfi‘onn7ffni;; "4 f^ Addy llunli, niid on f.io 23rd to 

a niain near the village of Gondet. batth'-fields on n liieli llie Egyptians 

' IS. Betnecn Addy Una . 

and Abyssinians fought in IS/.j and i 

lav thick among the liruslmood. n,,q the Avliole of tlu'21 tb, heavy rain fell. 

It). Luring the evening ol tlu -)id, aiui t During my slay at 

pivvcmting a move being macle, and ‘ A I ^ letter to the King, in Avbich I 

Andet Eas Alula arrived, and t^'^’oufb b m I^ ^ 

slated the to HiTk”” ' it “oviner' ai-Fared l.leascd will, the obicet ol 

K'misS, and f.astoncd to niavebcs long, as s.ieU a 

* 20. Up to this time J bad avouh'd making tlie cia in t seeing that 

cour-c, ill addition to ('xbausting the at the earliest. 

the King Nvouhl not arrive at nUloua lint . _ ^ Tekklv and there encamped; 

n “on the 25th tlie yilssion proecedc‘d to Dai ^ ^ scwral 

lictwf n tulet and Bar TebUy the Hivor i aveb 'to cLskg. 

recent davs of consich'rahle ram lu' riier ,.p,. iq.„iu the lias, who had 

22. On arrival at Dar Tekkiy I vas mO by a to Makelbdi. 

received a letter from the d Ihe’AlA^^ -fate of my transport animals, 

nB 'olti.r to ll?e King on this • ubjeet, a copy ol wdi.eb 


5 


I havo forwarded under cover of my letter to Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 

State for Porcigii Alfairs.* . i i t 

23. On the 26th, after tivcnty days on the road, I arrived at Adoiva, where i 
decided to remain at least a ivcek, hut before the expiration of that time I received a 
letter from the Pas, stating that the King would come to Adowa “ quickly,’ and that 
the Mission should remain there. The Eas’ letter Avas folloAved, after Iavo days, by 
one from the King himself, Avho AAU'ote from Dabbab Iladrab, a place betAveen 
Makellcli and Adowa. In this letter the King stated that lie was coming soon, and 
that he had sent Eas Alula to AdoAva to remain and consult Avith me. I therefore lost 
no time in arranging negotiations so as to insure the least possible delay when the 

King should arrive. , 

The date fixed for the King’s arrival was postponed time after tune, till about the 
middle of Alay, when I heard that ho had returned to Makelleh. 

The King’s son, Eas Araya Selassie, had arrived at Adowa on the 10th Majc, and 
was reported to he expecting and waiting for the King. This induced me to Avait on, 
and to attribute the delay to unavoidable causes. I did not, hoAA’Cver, fail to remind 
the Eas frcciuently of the inconvenience to Her Majesty’s service Avbich my long 
absence in the interior Avas causing. On the 21st May, finding the King did not 
arrive, I dispatched a letter to the Eas announcing my intended di'parture for the 
coast on the 28th; I also requested an escort for three officers Avliom I determined to 
scud to Massowah at once. As the Eas assured the officer Avho conveyed my letter 
that the King Avould certainly arriA’c on the 2i'th JVIay the letter Avas not dcliveied. 
An escort for the officers Avas, hoAvcA'cr, asked for and granted, and on the 22nd thej 

started fertile coast. , • h -n i a m h 

24. On the evening these officers left AdoAva I heard that a Chief, Belata ietciii, 

had been ordered to accompany them and stop them a short distance from iVdoA\a. 
This he did at Addy Iluali, and on the 20th the news of their detention reached me 
On my Avritiiig to the Eas on the subject ho appeared surprised, aud said that he had 
forgotten to issue the customary pass. I have no doubt AvhateA'cr tlmt the Eas tcared 
that the King Avould he displcasi'd Avith his having permitted those officers to letue the 
capital before his arrival, and therefore stopped them intentionally. 

25. On the 2 ith 2klay the King arrived near AdoAva, and made his entry on the 

2Gth, the intervening day having been Sunday. On arrival he Avas saluted by the 
firing of six guns, Eas Alula haAuug requested me to let him use the two 7-pouuder 
ficUrgims intended as presents for the King for that purpose. , 

20. In my letter to Her ^Majesty’s Porcign Secretary, a copy of Avhich, an ith its inclo- 
snres, I have the honour to forward hereN\ith for the intorination of their Lordships, I 
have related the principal incidents connected Avith the progress of negotiations, Avliich 
were concluded liy the signing of a Treaty of Peace hetween Egypt and Ahyssima, 
and a Treaty hetween England and Abyssinia for the suppression of the Slave 

^X^vude. . « • 

27. On the 1th June, after a stay of five and a-half Aveeks in AdoAA^a, the Mission 

started fo>* the coast, arriving at Asmara on the 9th. I purpose eoutiiiuiiig the 
joiiruoy to-morrow, and hope, by making long marclies, to arrive at Massowah on the 

28. During our return journey the people have displayed more courtesy to us than 
they did Avheii Ave Avere travelling to the capital, and supplies have hceii obtained more 

29. Kiim' .lohii, Avhile comporting himself Avith a quiet dignity, ahvays displayed 
the •’■rcatost courtesy to Her jMajesty’s Mission. It is an Ahyssiiiiaii custom to coA'or 
the nose aud mouth Avith the robe or shaAvl an hen Avishiiig to inaiutaiu a dignified 
superiority, or to express couteinpt or displeasure. At my first iiitervii'w Nvith the 
Kim*- he kept his face covered in this Nvay, except an lieu actually speaking to me, 
thom-h on receiving Her IMajesty’s letter he exhibited every sign of deference and 
courtesy. At subsequent interviews he always kept bis sliawl down, and spoke most 
unreservedly, frequently expressing liis gratitude to Great Britain for bis position on 
the Throne of Abyssinia, and bis eoiifidencc that noAV tlie afiairs of Massowah, and Ibe 
Soudan goiicrally, were in tlu' bands of the British, he would no longer suffer the ills 
at the hands of other peoples Avhieh he had hitherto sutlcrcd. He also said that m 
future troubles he should seek the advice of the British Government, mid hoped by 
followim*' it to benefit his subjects, the more so since he had mufied Ifie several 
divisions'^of his kingdom, and Avas consequently better able to exact obedience to fiis 
commands. 



* Scf P.irliamciitavy I’apor, “ Abjbsiiiia No. 1 (ISS-l),” p. ' 2 . 
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30. My tlianks are cUie to Lieutenant-General Sir Erederick Stephenson, K.C.B., 
commanding in Cairo, for his courtesy in acceding to my request to attach Lieutenant 
Kennedy, of the Black Watch (Boyal llighlanders), to the Mission as Transport Officer. 
The manner in which Lieutenant Kennedy carried out his arduous duties in a country 
which presents very many obstacles to transport, excited my warmest admiration. 
Mr. Kennedy invariably left the camp last, and never came into a neAvly-forraed camp 
till every one of the transport animals under his charge had arrived, while his care for 
the animals enabled me to make tlie return journey to the coast much more quickly 
than would have been possible Avith mules in had condition. 

31. I beg to bring to tlieir Lordships’ most favourable notice the services of 
Mr. Horace Harrison Smith, tlic Senior Assistant Paymaster in my office, Avho acted as 
my Secretary during the Mission, and also performed the duties of Accountant Officer. 
This officer assisted me in every Avay, and shoAA’ed great zeal and tact in the perform¬ 
ance of his duties, as aa’cII as good temper in his many dealings AA’ith the Abyssinian 
officials. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. HEWETT. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 3. 

List of Officers and other Persons heloncjlng to the Royal Navy who accompanied Rear- 
Admiral Sir rr. Heivett on the Mission to visit King Johannis of Abyssinia. 

Commander Ernest N. Bolfe. 

Lieutenant and Commander Eritz H. E. Crowe. 

Elag-Licutenant Walter H. B. Graham. 

Lieutenant Herbert G. Paris. 

The Beverend Charles ,T. Todd, M.A., Chaplain. 

Mr. Thomas 1). Gimlctte, Surgeon. 

Mr. llichard Purefoy EitzGerald, Sub-Lieutenant. 

Lieutenant E. W. A. Kennedy, Boyal Highlanders. ’ 

"Mr. Horace Harrison Smith, Assistant Paymaster. 

1 Admiral’s CoxsAA'ain. 

1 Admiral’s StcAA'ard. 

2 Admiral’s Servants. 

1 Admiral’s Cook. 

1 Petty Officer, Eirst Class, 

1 Caiqienter’s Mate. 

1 Lance-Corporal Boyal ^Marine Light Infantry. 

1 Gunner Boyal Marine Artillery. 

4 Scedies. 

Asmara, June 9,1884. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 3. 

Memorandum respecting the British Mission to visit King Johannis of Abyssinia. 


Part I.— The Route from Massowah to Adowa, 

AETEB leaving MassoAvah, and crossing the causoAvay AAdiich connects the island,. 
to the mainland, the road is good, and presents no difficulties to transport, AAdiich may 
bo accomplished as far as Sahaguma, by mules or camels, AAdth equal ease. 

The country traversed is tlat and sandy, Avith no cultiA^ation. Patches of the 
mimosa shrub, undergroAAui Avith a scrubby Aveedy grass, is all the A’egctatiou AAdiich 
the soil seems capable of producing. Near Sahaati the bush groAA^s to a greater 
height, and the eountry generally is less tlat. A fcAV stony Avatcr-coursos are crossed, 
Avhich at this dry season of the year are entirely do\"oid of AA'ater. 

At Sahaati there ai’o pools of AAntcr sufficiently good for animals, and at the head 
of the lino of pools, springs of very good Avatin* free from the animalcules AAdiich infest 
the pools. 


On the right-hand side of the road a rock rises almost perpendicularly to a height 
of about 200 feet; this is the first indication of the great change in the landscape 
which commences at this point. 

Sahaati was the scene of an engagement, in October 1883, between the 
xVbyssinians and a force of 40 Bashi-Bazouks, AAdio had been sent out from Massowah 
to escort a caraA'an expected from Ailet. A body of betAveen 300 and 400 Abyssinians 
attacked the Bashi-Bazouks, of Avhom only 10 escaped, the remainder being either 
killed or made prisoners. 

Sahaati is about 500 feet above the level of the sea; the ascent is gradual. 

LcaAdug Sahaati (for Ailet) a steep and rather rugged ascent is commenced, 
AAdiich is not, hoAvcver, impracticable for camels. The road noAV runs over passes of 
varying, though not excessive, steepness. Travelling is pleasant, as numerous trees 
afford shade from the heat of the sun, AAdiich, in the absence of any breeze, would 
otherwise be almost unbearable by Europeans. The patlis are for the most jiart sandy, 
except Avhen actually crossing the passes. A luxuriant groAiTli of vegetation gives to 
the route a trojiical apju'arance, AAdiich contrasts strongly with that of the arid country 
bctAA^ccn MassoAA'ah and Sahaati. 

On reaching a height of rather over 1,000 feet the country becomes more open, 
and the Plain of Ailet is visible at the foot of a gradual descent of about 200 feet. 
The Adllagc of Ailet is situated near the foot of the slope, although small supplies 
Avere plentiful, and game abounds on the surrounding plain. Situated to the south¬ 
west of the plain, under a range of low hills, arc scA’^eral hot mineral springs. The 
Avater, Avhen cool, is most pleasant to drink; the natives use it for bathing and 
medicinal purposes ; though it is so hot that it cannot he entered suddenly, the body 
must lie gradually accustomed to the heat. 

Erom Ailet to Sahagumha the mean direction of the path is south. Eor about 
2 miles tlic track lies tlirough the bush; but as the hills, under which the Saliagumba 
Plain is situated, are neared, the bush is succeeded by vegetation of a richer nature. 
The path is frequently crossed ])y others AAdiicli renders it a matter of some difficulty 
to find one’s AA'ay Avithout a guide. The Plain of Sahagumha is surrounded by AAmll- 
Avooded hills; it is covered, except during the very dry season, with rich long grass, 
and there arc on it some trees of considerable size. 

At the foot of a slope in the plain is a stream of A'cry fair Avater, winding through 
a thick jungle. The plain Avould not be suitable for a large camp, on account of its 
size, and because it is broken by frequent patches of brushAA'ood. 

EolloAving the path from Sahagumha, four and a-half hours’ ride brings one to 
Gcnda. The road is aa'cII shaded by thick Avood on cither side, it is for the most part 
good, but hctAA'ccn the tAVo places is a pass, the ascent to AAdiich is steep and rocky. 
Before i caching Genda a height of over 3,000 feet is attained, after Avhich a descent of 
200 feet brings one on to the Gcnda Plain, AAdiich affords excellent pasturage. Except 
toAvards the end cf the dry reason there is a stream of Avater, Avhich, though dirty- 
looking, is not unpleasant to the taste. During the month of May the stream dries, 
and Avater is only obtainable in small quantities from Avells or mud basins made in the 
river bed by the natives. 

It is remarkable how rapid is the change in the appearance of the plains Avhicli 
takes place during May. Crossing the eountry in April, grass was abundant, rich, 
and green; Avatcr Avas plentiful, and the streams frequent. Early in June, there is 
but little grass left, and that is scorched ; AAdiile the streams are all dried up, and the 
country has a parched appearance, Avhich renders it almost unrecognizable. 

Erom Genda to Ecllagabayo the road i.s easy, shady, and AX'iy pleasant, saA'c for 
an occasional ridge of rock aa hich crosses it. There arc no very steep ascents; the 
road is, liOAA'CA cr, intei'sected by numerous shalloAV Awatcr-courses. 

Eor about one hour’s journey from Genda AAnter is plentiful, after Avhich none 
can bo obtained till IMahenzie is reached, about lour hours’ journey further on. 

Eellagahayo is a convenient place for a halt to rest the animals and adjust their 
loads before commencing the steep ascent on to the Plain of Asmara. 

BetAveen Eellagabaye and Asmara the formidable ^^lahenzie Pass is crossed. AVith 
A’cry little exception the road between the tAVO first-named places lies over huge 
boulders and steep ascents. The greatest care must he exercised Avith the })ack 
animals, as they are A^ery apt to fall and become Avedged hel\v('en the rocks, as olten 
as nut Avith their legs iq)p(‘rmost. Biding is difficult, and in some places almost 
impossible. The Ioav, OA'crhanging boughs of the trees are a great impediment both 
to horsemen and laden pack-animals. This is by far the most trying part ot the journey 
betAveen IMassoAvah and AdoAva, both for man and beast. 





At a height of 6,300 feet is the Mahcnzic Pass, and at 7,200 feet is anothci’ pass 
■which opens ont on to the Asmara Plain. The change in the temperature which is 
experienced on reaching the plain is most refreshing after the toilsome ascent. 

In April the Asmara Plain is bleak and devoid of vegetation, beyond a dried, 
coarse grass; it is tilled in places for the cultivation of cereals, though at this season 
producing nothing. 

The nights are cold, the thermometer standing as low as 43 degrees Pahrenheit in 
April, and hut little higher in June. The days are, hoAvcver, very hot, and the change 
in the temperature at sunrise and sunset t'ery rapid. 

The plain is very extensive and, save for one or ttvo eminences, very flat. On a 
slight rise is built the village of Asmara, which consists of a few small and very 
uninviting huts. The largest and most conspicuous building is the church, an oblong 
edifice, with a lotv, flat roof, surrounded by a Avail and fence. 

At Asmara is first met the red rock and eartli Avhich is a noticeable feature in the 
landseape from there to the capital. 

Supplies arc plentiful; but it does not folloAV they are obtainable, that being 
dependent on the disposition at the time of the uatiA'cs. 

There is fairly good AA ater near the toAAui, and a spring about half-a-nriile lieyond it. 

Pive hours’ journey due west of Asmara is Addy Tekkly, the stronghold of the 
Hamasen district and the head-quarters of Pas Alula, the Commander-in-chief of the 
Abyssinian army. The country betAveen the tAvo places is fairly level. It is bleak 
and destitute of trees ; even the mimosa is more stiAiitcd than elscAvlierc, and Avhat 
little gi'ass there is is of a coarse, reedy description. The ground is rather rough, and 
intersected by very numerous ridges of rock. Except actually on the paths the ground 
is broken by the holes of the porcupine, hyena, and other animals : and though this is 
the case all over the country, it is more noticeable here, the ground being therefore 
very dangerous to horsemen. 

The village of Addy Tekkly is situated on the summit of a rocky hill, Avhich rises 
upwards of 200 feet aboA'o the IcAnl of the surrounding plain. Tlie huts arc neatly 
built and thatched, Avith conical roofs. The house of the Pas, situated in an inelosure 
or compound, is the most conspicuous building. It is constructed of flat blocks of 
slate, and surmounted by a dome-shaped roof about 70 feet high, the diameter at the 
base being about GO feet. 

The position of Addy Tekkly is a very strong one, the ascent being steep and 
obstructed by huge boulders of the red rock of Avhich the hill appears to be formed. 

Por a distance of about 3 miles beyond Addy Tekkly the country presents the 
same features as between Asmara and that place; it is, perhaps, a little more broken 
for cultivation. 

A tract of good arable laud is then passed through, and this is succeeded by a 
lepctition of the red rock and earth before spoken of ; these tAVo descriptions of land 
alternate until the source of the Mareb Piver is reached. 

Tlie March has its rise close to the road, about 3 miles before ZaAVul is reached. 
After crossing the road the stream falls into a d(^cp gorge, the perpendicailar sides of 
Avhieh arc of red rock. The bottom of the gorge, Avatcred by the stream, is thickly 
Avooded and very beautiful. Eight miles from Addy Tekkly is Addy Kulkul, Avhero 
there is good Avater and pasture, and 2 miles beyond again is ZaAvul (Saul), a village 
situated, as is customary, on a hill. At the foot of the hill is a stream of very good 
AA'atei’, excellent pasture and camping ground. 

Pour hours’ journey south of ZaAvul is Tcrainni: the pathbctAVCon the tAVo places 
is good. The ground passed over is mostly very rich, though but little cultivated. 
Occasionally tracts of harroAved land are passed over. 

Around Tcramni the grain crops AA cro considerable, and more advanced than any 
hitherto seen. Under the hill on AA’hich the village is situated there is good camping 
ground. The grass is rich and plentiful, and there arc scAX'ral small streams of good 
AA’^ater. 

Pifteen miles south of Tcramni is the large Aullago of Godofeiasie, siuTounded by 
an undulating grass-land, Avhicb is hero and there broken for the groAviug of grain. 
During the dry season AAater is both scarce and bad. It is found in dykes, Avhich in 
the Avet season are probably full, and Avhich form a running stream of considerable 
size; at such times the Avater (not being stagnant) Avould probably be very good. 
The plain around Godofeiasie abounds in hare, and the lesser bustard is common. 

Before reaching Godofeiasie the path passes through a rich, but little cultivated, 
ground, Avhere arable land, jungle, and rocky soil alternate, and Avhere the rose, 
jasmine, and other familiar floAvers groAV Avild. 
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Six miles south of Godofeiasie is Ona Ilayala, the road to which passes through a 
tract of land cultivated throughout. 

Prom Ona Ilayala to Addy Iluali the path is almost lost among the rocks and 
slippery stones, which are allowed to lie on the ground in order to prevent large 
quantities of the soil being Avashed away by the rains. The distance betAAx>en the two 
villages is only 12 miles, but the jommey is most tedious, and very trying to the pack- 
animals. 

Before reaching Addy Iluali the villages of Addy Kesmo and Addy Alges, on the 
right and left-hand sides of the road respectively, are passed. Near Addy Kesmo 
there is good pasture ground and water. The ground, hoAvever, is usually damp and 
boggy, and should not be selected for a camp if Addy Iluali can be reached. 

BeloAV Addy Iluali is a ravine, at the head of Avhich are avcIIs of fairly good 
AA ater, Avhile loAver doAvn there is Avater suflicicntly good for animals. 

Shortly after leaving Addy iluali a steep descent is made over a very rough and 
winding path. Prom the foot of the descent to Gondet there is an expanse of arid 
undulating plain, covered sparsely AA'ith dried and stunted bushes. Amongst these 
were fought some of the engagements in 1875 and 1870 betAveen the Egyptians and 
the Abyssinians, in AA’hich the former Averc so severely defeated. The ground is even 
noAV thickly streAvn Avith the bones of the slain. Before reaching Gondet is the village 
of Gudy-gudy, where water of fairly good quality is obtainable from the avcIIs ; there 
is also an open space suitable for a small camp gi-ound. 

Near (xondet, Avhich comprises several small villages, there is a large plain 
overgroAvn with AA’ced, a fcAV bushes, and an occasional tree. Water is obtainable from 
the villages around, but is brackish and inferior to that of Gudy-gudy. But for the 
difliculty of procuring Avater, the Gondet Plain Avould be Avell adapted for a camping 
ground. Its sandy soil absorbs the rain and dries it quickly. 

The eagle may bo seen here; small game is fairly plentiful on the surrounding 
hill-sides. 

A rocky descent from Gondet leads on to Hamedo Plain, AA’hich is for the most 
part level and cultivated, with here and there the ordinary patches of dried grass and 
t)ush. 

Between Gondet and the village of Daro Tekkly the March Ptiver is again 
crossed; the bed is hero 3,850 feet above sea Wei; the path traversed is good until 
near the latter village, Avhen a steep ascent has to be made. There is no camping 
ground better than a ploughed field at Daro Tekkly, but about 3^ miles before 
reaching it there is a flat piece of ground, kuoAvn as “ Lala,” Avhich is Avcll Avatcred 
and produces rich grass. This land Avould aflord good camp accommodation, but it is 
reputed to be malarious and productive of fever, and the natives Avill not pass the 
night there. If proceeding on to Ad(nva AA’ithout halting it fox’ins a veiy good place 
for a mid-day rest. 

Near Daro Tekkly there is good AA-ater to be obtained from the bod of a stream 
Avhieh at limes must bo one of considerable size. After rain this AA’ater becomes very 
discolonrc'd, but appears to have no bad effects on the stomach, and the taste is not 
unpleasant. 

Erom Dar Tekkly to Avithin 0 miles from AdoAva the path is narroAV and Avinding, 
at times ascending stc('p zigzags, at others passing around the sides of hills, Avith steep 
precipices on one hand. The scenery is pretty and constantly changing, but the 
approach to the capital of Abyssinia is anything but suitable for the transport of 
articles of commerce, the passes being in ])laees so narroAV that there is barely room 
for a loaded mule to pass. The height from AA'hich the descent to the Ioav country 
round AdoAA’a is commenced is about 6,000 feet, hrom this pass the village of Addy 
Aboun (Pric'st’s village) is first seen. A steep descent is then madi*, and folloAving the 
paths, leaving Addy Aboun and smaller villages on the right, AdoAva is reached. 

The foregoing is the route Avhich visitors to Abyssinia are generally obliged to 
take. Sbould they be permitted to do so, they may shorten the route sonicAvliat by 
proceeding direct from Sahaati to Sahagumba Avithout going to Ailet. In addition to 
a saving in distance by traversing one side of a triangle inst('ad of Iaa’o, there is 
considerable gain on account of the superiority of the road over that viA, Ailet. The 
journey from Sahaati to Sahagumba, direct, may bo made even on a dark night. 

A second saving in distance may be elfectcd by proceeding from Asmara to 
Tcramni viA ShaAvkaAvti instead of through Addy Tekkly and ZaAVul. This road is 
not, pei’haps, quite as good as that by Addy Tekkly, though the features of the 
country passed through arc almost similar. 

[468] D 
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At Shawkawti there is good water and camping ground, with plenty of good 
grass for the animals. 

Between Sliawkawti and Teramni the road is fairly level, running through 
alternations of bush and cultivated land. The March is crossed, its bed being in a 
deep ravine, which is a continuation of the gorge referred to between Addy Tekkly 
and Zawul. The level of the river bed at the crossing is 5,800 feet. It will be seen, 
therefore, that between Gondet and Shawkawti there is a fall of about 1,900 feet in 
the level of this stream. 

A noticeable feature in the landscape betAveen Asmara and Gondet is the series of 
flat table-lands which cut the sky-line Avith an almost unbroken regularity. As the 
interior of the country is neared these plateaux give way to sharp and rounded 
peaks. 

The country is vciy rich, and betAveen AdoAva and the coast capable of producing 
CA'^erythiiig that could possibly be required, the soil being Amriablc and the temperature 
suitable in some places for the production of tropical, and in others of extra-tropical, 
A'egetation. 

Numbers of vegetables, which are prized in Europe, groAV Avild in Abyssinia. As 
instances, may be mentioned asj)aragus, the aloe, date, flax, AA^atcr-cress, and others. 

Around Adowa there is \Gvy little waste land. Every valley, plain, and hill-side 
is either cultivated or used for pasture. This doubtless is necessitated by the number 
of the inhabitants of AdoAva and surrounding Aullagcs, AAdiilc the small proportion of 
land cultivated clscAAdierc on the road to the coast is probably accounted for by the 
want of labour. 

Abyssinia exports no grain, and therefore cultivates only sufficient to Aucct her 
own requirements. Possibly a free transit through ]\fassoAvah may tend to encourage 
the cultivation of grain for export, as there arc A'^ast tracts of country in the highlands 
AA'hich might very profitably be devoted to this purpose. 

Comparing the aspect of the country as seen in April and June a striking contrast 
is presented. In the former month the plains between the coast and the ascent to 
Asmara Avere green and beautiful, Avhilc the high table-lands appeared bleak, barren, 
and dried up. In the latter month the reverse Avas the case. The early rains had 
rendered the table-lauds brighter and more fertile-looking, Avhilc on descending 
to the j)lains the grass Avas burnt and the streams dried, the heat being almost 
intolerat)le. 

(Signed) W. HEWETT. 

Note. —Part II of this Memorandum Avill be forwarded by next mail; time does 
not admit of its being completed in time for transmission hcrcAvith. 

M. n. 

Asmara, June 9,1884. 


No. 4, 

Lord John Hay to the Secretary to the Admiralty,—{Received at the Foreign Office, 

July 3.) 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, June 28, 1884, 4'30 P.M. 

MASON BEY from Massowah reports last ncAvs of Gordon 27th April in a letter 
to Mudir of Kassala. Mudir reports all quiet at Kassala. Largo caraAvau 1,500 camels 
from Kas.sala reached Massowah 23rd June. Cairo info-med. 


No. 5. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 3, 6*30 P.M.) 

(No. 452.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 3, 1884, 5'40 p.m. 

EOB the last three days there has been no telegraph communication beyond 
Dongola. 
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No. 6. 

Telegram communicated hy the War Office to the Foreign Office, July 3. 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, July 3, 1884, 12'35 p.m. 

AM writing you asking for full report on military situation in Upper Egypt. 
Letter indicates special points on Avhich your opinion is required, Avhich arc :— 

1. What positions should be occupied for defence of frontier of Upper Egypt ? 

2. With what force should they be held, and AAouId a field force be neces¬ 
sary ? 

3. Pull information as to native levies under Kitchener and Stuart-Wortley. 

4. What bearing military operations for relief of Gordon on Suakin-Berber line 
would have on defence of Upper Egypt, should British Government decide to under¬ 
take them. 


No. 7. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received July 4.) 

Sij’) Admiralty, July 4, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Eoreign Affairs, decypher of a telegram 
dated the 2nd July, from the Admiralty to Lord John Hay, at Suakin, and of his 
reply of the 3rd instant, respecting the suggestion to take friendly Arab tribes 
into pay. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGBEGOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 7. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord John Hay, 

(Telegraphic.)^ Admiralty, July 2, 1884, 6 p.m. 

GOVEllNOB has repeatedly suggested taking friendly tribes into pay, and giving 
them arms. 

AVhat is your opinion ? 


luclosure 2 in No. 7. 

Lord John Hay to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 

(Telegraphic.) Suahin, July 3, 1884, 5'25 p.m. 

YOUBSof the2nd July. 

After consultation Governor and Commodore consider time past for taking 
friendly tribes into pay as a policy to be noAv definitely carried out. They no longer* 
wish for it thcmseh'os. Ericndly tribes arc scattered, there is no leader or cohesion. 
They arc being coerced into uniting Avith cuomy. They are not noAV strong enough to 
retake Avells of Ilandoob. A discrotionary poAA^er should be given to pay as many as 
2,000, at not over 4 dollars a-inonth, if circumstances (diango and justify this course. 
Ericndly tribes arc in great perplexity as to course they should take. They must give 
answer to Osman Uigna in six days. They are advised by Governor to observe 
neutrality, avoiding bloodshed, but defend their own separate localities. 
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-No. 8 . 

Mr. Eqerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 4, G‘30 P.M.) 

(No. 453.) 

(Telegrapliic.) Cairo, July 4, 1884, 4 p.m. 

HAVING been so long n’itliout information that can be trusted respecting the 
rebel forces, I spoke to Generals and Minister of War yesterday, and it lias been 
settled that Kitchener be told eitlier to cross desert liimsclf to Abou Ilamcd in com¬ 
pliance -with original instructions, or that he should take stops to find out exactly state 
of things there, further, that an Egyptian officer of whom General Wood has good 
opinion should leave this at once for Dongola, with instructions to enter into negotia¬ 
tions, if possible, with Kabbabish, and to collect all the information he can respecting 
movement of tribes and condition of Dongola, and if possible of Berber and Khar¬ 
toum. I had originally suggested that an English officer should accompany the 
Egyptian to Dongola, as his presence might produce moral effect; but the Egyptian 
Minister of War thought that there might be some risk in this course on account of 
fanaticism, a view in vhich both ilic Generals and Nubar Pasha concurred. The 
telegraph line is again open to Dcbbah. 

Governor of Dongola continues to ask for reinforcements, but docs not say by 
what force of enemy he is threatened. He says that twenty-eight soldiers and one 
Lieutenant who escaped from Berber when it Avas taken are now serving under his 
orders. 


No. 9. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, July 4.) 

(No. 674. Ext. 453.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo, .fitly 4, 1884. 

IT is certain that the state of ignorance in Avhich n’O arc in Cairo respecting the 
events that arc occurring on the other side of tlu' Atmour and at Dongola is most 
injurious, and that every ctl'ort should be made to put a stop to it. 

Your Lordship will remembbr that in the last Aveck of !May Major Kitchener was 
charged to push on Avith his Eoggaras toAvavds Abu Hamad, l)ut by the advance of the 
rebels, and also, perhaps, by the insid)ordination of Saleh, he as'os unable to do so, and 
compelled to confine himself to visiting his frontier posts of defence, and to observing 
and folloAA’ing the enemy. 

The latter, Avho do not appear to have been very numerous, having failed in 
suborning his Ababdiehs, retreated at his approach. 

As for Dongola, it is perfectly clear that much of the news sent by the IMudir is 
A'cry mythical. 

‘ It‘is undoubtedly right that aa’c should do our utmost to knoAV AA'hethcr the forces 
of the rebellion bi' really formidable, for it AAmuld be most regrettable that the rchellion 
should be alloAA'cd to spread further north than necessary, or that disproportionate 
effort should be made to combat it. 

I therefore Avent to the Generals and the War jMiuister (Nubar Pasha being away 
at Alexandria) and spoke respecting this necessity for more accurate information, and 
we agreed that Major Kitchener should lx* asked either to cross the desert himself to 
Abu Hamad, or to take steps to find out Avith accuracy the state of things there. 

As regards Dongola, I suggested that an English and an Egyptian officer should 
go to Dongola to endeavour to entiw into communication with the Kabbabish, and at 
the same time collect all obtainabh' information respecting that proA'ince, and also, 
if possible, respecting the state of things about Khartoum. 

Dongola is but five days from the end of the raihray from Wady Haifa, and the 
journey did not seem, more especially during Bamadan, a particularly dangerous 
ono- 

It was the opinion, hoAve\’cr, of the Minister of War (and in this Nubar Pasha, 
AAdiom I saAV to-day, concurred) that an Englishman might run risk from the fanaticism 
of the people, and for this reason the Generals did not think it necessary that an 
Englishman should bo sent. 

]\Iy idea that it Avould be advantagi'ous to send an EnglisluAian Avas fouiuled oir 
the belief that the people Averi' less moved by fanaticism than by the desire of being 
on the strongest side, and that the appearanee in Dongola of an English officer. 
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combined with the news Avhich has noAv spread cveryAvhero that English regiments 
have been moved up the river to Keneh and Assouan, might have a good moral 
effect. 

Sir Evelyn Wood has, in consequence of the decision arrived at, asked one of his 
best Egyptian officers, in Avhosc coeungc he places confidence, to go to Dongola, a 
request Avhich the latter at once agreed to. 

I may mention that a telegram asking for reinforcement has just come from the 
Mudir of Dongola, which mentions that he has incorporated in a ncAV battalion (the 
5th) Avhich ho is forming tAventy-eight soldiers and a Lieutenant Avho escaped from 
Berber when it capitulated. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 


No. 10. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 4, 6'45 p.m.) 

(No. 454.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 4, 1884, 6 p.m. 

GOVEBNOB of Dongola telegraphs to-day from Debbah that he cannot hold 
Dongola without more money, ammunition, horses, and men, and especially asks for 
the battalion at Wady Haifa to bo sent to his assistance. After consultation this 
afternoon betAveen Generals, Nubar Pasha, and myself, he has been told that if ho 
cannot defend himself he had better come aAvay Avith those who wish to leave, after 
destroying the military stores which he cannot remove. 

Though it is not at all clear by Avhat enemy he is now threatened, the money 
roAvard alone docs not appear a sufficient inducement to make him and his men run 
the risk of remaining, under the cireumstauccs, at this very important post. 
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No. 11. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received hy telegraph, July 4.) 

(No. 676. Ext. 454) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 4, 1884. 

T IIAVE tlie honour to inform your Lordship tliat Nnhar Pasha has this after¬ 
noon shown me a telegram from the Mudir of Dongola, dated from Lehhah, to-day, 
stating that the Mudir had informed his soldiers of the Government offer to give them 
a year’s pay if they would hold Dongola six months longer; hut that in order to hold 
out he wanted ammunition, men, horses, money, clothes, and the provisions necessary 
for the soldiers; that if these supplies were not sent, it would he excusable if he and 
his troops A^ ere compelled to surrender; that his soldiers had declared that if reinforce¬ 
ments, be they only the battalion from Wady Haifa, were not sent, they would 
retreat towards the north, and the consequence of this would be confusion and 
panic amongst the inhabitants, and this would certainly be taken advantage of by the 
enemy. 

Under these circumstances the Mudir repeats that it would be absolutely neces¬ 
sary that lie should have the Wady Haifa battalion placed at his disposal, in order to 
maintaiu the authority of the Khedive amongst the population, and to saA’e bloodshed; 
this he considers the sole means of preventing the loss of the province. 

I asked Nubar Pasha to come with me to sec Generals Stephenson and Wood, and, 
after consultation with them, a telegram Avas addressed to the Mudir, to the effect that 
if lie finds that ho is unable to defend the proA'inco A\ith the means at his disposal, he 
had better come aAA’ay Avith those Avho Avish to leave, after destroying the military stores 
which ho cannot remove; arrangements Avould then be made to form a dejidt of pro¬ 
visions on the road to Wady Haifa, in order to supply the refugees in their journey to 
Egypt. 

It does not at all ap])car clear from the telegrams I liaA'c seen from the Mudir by 
what enemy he is, at present, threatened, the iieAVs furnished by him being generally 
most AMguo and unsatisfactory. It seems clear, however, that his men and he hold 
that more than the promise of money is necessary to induce them to defend the A’cry 
important post they occupy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEIITON. 


No. ] 1 A. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 328.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 4, 1884. 

IMP. CLIFEOPD LLOYD points out in his Report, inclosed in your 
despatch No. 018 of tlie 8th ultimo, that the gaol delivery Avhich he had commenced 
in consequence of the condition of the Egyptian prisons Avas postponed, owing to the 
opposition Avhich it met with in certain (|uarter,s, upon the understanding that the AA'ork 
should be continued by a Commission a])pointcd for the purpose. Put that arrange¬ 
ment has not been carried out, and 1 have accordingly to instruct you to ascertain 
from the Egyptian GoATrnment what measures arc being taken for completing this 
reform, the urgent necessity for Avhich must be apparent to them. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 11 B. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir .T, Pauncefote.—(^Received July 5.) 

Sir, Admiralty, July 3, 1881. 

I .IM commanded by my Lords Commissioiu'rs of the Admiralty to transmit, 
for tlu' information of the Secretary of Staf<- for Foreign Affairs, extracts from a letter 
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dated the 11th June, and copy of a letter'dated the IGth June, from Wee-Admiral 
Lord John llay, respc'cling the state of affairs at Suakin, and the steps that have 
been taken for the defence of that place. 

A similar communication has been made to the M’^ar Office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN IVLICGRF.GOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 

Vice-Admiral Lord John Uay to the Secretary to the Adnilraltii. 

(Extract.) _ _ _ Suakin, June 14, 1884. 

I IIAVE not yet ins 2 )ceted the town of Suali?) and ifs <]('feneos, but shall do so 
this (wening. 

Commodore Molyneux seems satisfied that tlie forci' pn-so)); of marines and 
troojis is ample lor the security of the toAvn and the inner line of defenc('s, 
including the aacIIs. 

To secure it from frequent annoyance from harassing attacks by small bodice of 
the enemy Avould require a much lai g('r force than is now lane. 

The numbers that Osman Digna has collected togetlu'r aiv variously estimated 
from 5,000 to 7,000. They must, hoAvever, always labcear uiuba- diHit ulty as regards 
Avater supply in any endeaA^our to make a serious att.u-b. 

Their present attempts haA'c been in small lUimhers and very leeble in eil'ect. 
WMle the moon lasts no serious night aK.ub could be made, and there has lieen no 
evidence as yet of any disposition to attack in daj light. 

Commodore Molyneux seems to think that"the 227 marines coining by the 
“Lochard ” Avill not bo vcHpiired in addition to the present garrison. If Inform the 
same opinion 1 projiost' to send hack hy “ Loehard ” a proportion ol the battalion for 
a change to Egypt, eitlun- to be stationed at Suez or Port Saul, as may be determined. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 11. 

Vice-Admiral Lord John Hay to the Secretari/ to the Adiniralti/. 

^ “ Itelieon,'’ at SaalAii, .fane K), IhbL. 

REFLIIRING to telegram', ot this date regarding tin' (h'lencc of Suakin and its 
sanitary condition, I have little to add on these subjects; ncA’crthclos.s, perhaps it may 
be useful that 1 should make some few remarks. 

2. I have been in communication A\ith Colonel Chermside, tlu' CiA'il Egyjitian 
GoA'crnor, and 1 liaA'O lioard the ojiinious of the Commodore and other officers, 
including Lieutenant-Colonel Ozzard, P.ll Ij.I. 

3. The conclusions I have arrived at, as stated in my’ telegram, arc that the 
toAvn and its defence and wells are s.afe from any attack that can be reasonably 
anticipated. 

4. The Avell forts art' of a strength far exceeding anything I had imagined. 
This improvement, is, I lichVve, dia' to the skill and energy displayi'd by Colonel 
Chermsidt'. The great anxiety’ regarding Suakin, viz., in connection A\ith its water 
supply’, lias been tints practically st't at rest. 

5. ^ I am causing a phin of the defences to be made, Avhich Avill be foiWA’arded to 
you AA'ithout delay. At prestmt L liUA’c no plan Avorth forwarding. 

0. Any opinion that has been formed by those Avho saAv Suakin at the time' the 
troops embarked Avould be of little Aalue now', as .since Commodore Molviieuv’s arri\al 
great improvements have been ellected in tht' a arious small forts and ether Aiorks in 
the line of defence, and new' Avorks Iiuac been madt' or are in progress. 

7. The AA’cak point in tlu' deltnici's is, that aaIici'c' the enemy'’ I'ccently nearly' 
penetrated during the night, a iz., on tlu' s(^;llh nde, their reception, lioAA-eAer, ]>y the 
Egyptian posts in that direction was such that the attempt has not since'I h'cu 
renoAA’od. 

8. At this side it Avould still be possible for the enemy’ to penetrate during the 
night, and perhaps even get into Die suburbs, but certainly among the huts outside 
the suburb siqiposcd to be occupied by fritmdly Arabs. 

9. I do not think that this AAill ever take plaet', and if it docs only under circum- 
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stances of collusion -with tliosc occupying ilio locality. There -would he no douht a 
certain loss of prestige if sueh a momentary entrance was effected, hut looking to the 
great loss the enemy would sustain before they could get out of the works, and to the 
fact that such entrance would lead to nothing, I am not prepared, ha-y^ing regard to all 
the circumstances of the case, to recommend so large an increase of the garrison as 
would l3C required to pro-yidc against such an improbable contingency. 

10. It must also not bo forgotten that the force collected by Osman Digna cannot 
be expected to remain together for any great length of time. "While the force 
defending Suakin was very much smaller no serious attack was made, and the large 
increase of the garrison that has taken place recently is likely to make serious attacks 
even more improbable than before. 

11. The force under Os)nan Digna is variously estimated, but is probably more 
than 4,000. The distance of the wells is 12 miles, so that the supply of so great a 
force for a sustained attack would be a very formidable operation, and amphi irotice of 
sucli an intention would bo received in Suakin. 

12. The climate of Suakin is not an unhealthy one cither for natives or 
"Europeans when properly housed. Dut undoubtedly the marines may be expected to 
suffer from the long continuance of great heat, and without the comforts and protec¬ 
tion of substantial barracks. I propose, therefore, to relieve them by means of the 
“ Lochard,” from time to time, as opportunities offer, for which purpose about a 
sufficient number of mariin^s have b''eu sent out to kce]3 up a constant relief of the 
garrison of 000, which I propose for the present to maintain at Suakin. 

13. The Commodore’s arrangements for the defence of Suakin seem judicious 
and effective, and I think complete confidence may be felt in his performance of this 
duty. 

11. The Commodore informs me that every attention is given to all his wishes by 
the officers in command of the Egy])tian l)attalions. I may venture to remark that 
groat benefit may bo (wpected to result from tin's newlj -formed force, gaining practice 
and cx 2 >cricneo as tliey arc now doing in the presence of llie enemy, uiub'r the 
advantage of confidence inspired by the iiresencc of so large a body of marines 
associated with them for the defence of Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HAY. 


No. 12. 

Sh' R. Thompson to Sir J. Puunerfote.—(Received July 5.) 

Sir, War Office, July 5,1881. 

I AW directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Granville, the inclosed copy of a letter uhich has been dis¬ 
patched from this De 2 )arlment to llic General Officer (jommanding tin' trooiis in 
Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) KALPII TnOi\[PSON. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

Sir R. Thompson to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

Sir, War Office, July 4, 1884. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for AYar to request that you will 
transmit to him a llcport upon the military posilion in Upiicr Egypt (giving in full 
your own views thereon) for his information, and in order to enable ller Majesty’s 
Government to come to a decision upon any political questions which may be involved 
in the disposition of the British and Egyptian forces uoav occupying positions there, 
or about to be dispatclied up the Nib'. 

Her Majc.sty’s GoA'crnmcnt, cons('qui'iitly, on the advice gBrnn to the Egyjdian 
GoA'crnment to evacuate the Soudan, has announced its intinitiou to assist in the 
defence of Uiqier Egypt against ('xternal invasion. 

By your letter of the 11th Eebruar), 1881, Lord llartington is in po.ssi'ssion of 
your views at that time as to tlie future frontier of Egypt, but no alisolute decision has 


15 


yet been given on that subject; and, before it is finally settled, he desires to have 
your present opinion as to the actual frontier line, and the positions which you con¬ 
sider should be occupied, either in advance or in roar of it, for its protection, and as to 
the amount and composition of the force by which they should be held. 

The native levies, under Majors Kitchener and 8tLiart-"Wh)rtley, were raised and 
organized by the Egyptian Government, acting, it is presumed, on the advice of 
Sir E. AVood, before insliaudions weie i'.med for the concentration of authority and 
responsibility for all military movi'inents in Upper Egypt in your hands. 

There seems to Lord llartington no reason to doubt the expediency of the 
cmjiloymcnt of these Arabs in the service on whicli they are engaged, but the instruc¬ 
tions under ■which Alajors Kitchener and Stuart-AA’ortley arc acting have not been 
communicated to him. 

It is presumed that the chief object of their em^fioyrnent is to collect information 
as to the movements of any bodies of hostile Arabs threatening U[)])er Egjqit. It is 
not understood that the instructions to these officers invoh'c the offering of resistance 
to any serious moAcment on the part of the hostile tribes, or that it is intended that 
these iialiA'c levies are to be supported, cither in advance or retreat, by the regular 
forces of the British or EgyjAtian Governments. 

Lord llartington A\ill be glad to lie furnished Avith full information on this 
subject. 

A’"ou should also state wlicther you consider that thi' security of Upper Egypt can 
he maintained by thi' ocen])ation of the ])ositions previously referred to, Avith the 
assistance of tiu' native levies, or Avhetherthe necessity of a fudd force is contemplated, 
and, if so, of nhat amount. 

AAfith regard to the jircliminary measures Avhich have been taken for disjiatching 
an expedition from Suakin to Berbi'r or Khartoum, it should be understood that such 
an ojieratiou is not Avilhin the intention of Her AFajesty’s Govermninit, unless it should 
ajAjicar to be absolutely jieeessary foi’ ensuring the safe niflidraAval of General Gordon 
from Khartoum; but Lord llartington A3oiild be glad to hairii your aIcavs as to the 
effect Avhich such an 0 ])eration Avonld havi' on the question of the di’fence of Upper 
Egypt, and as to boAV far the measures uoav under consideration Avould bo modified by 
a definite di'cision on the part of Her Majesty’s GoAun-nment to undertake it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EALPII THOAiPSON. 


No. 13. 

Mr, Efjerton to Earl Gram Hie.—[Received July G.) 

(No. 435.) 

(Telcgraidiic.) Cairo, July 0, 1884, 11*45 a.m. 

CIIEBAISIDE reports that Bisharecn haA'e reported to Osman Digna of British 
troops being at Assouan. Other me'^sengors brought him ncAVS from Assouan 
Bedouins that some British, with Aliabdch escort, had arrived. These messengers 
■'lore 2 mt in irons by Osman Seyyed Alohammed. A Suakin merchant arrh'od near 
Sinkat from Kordafan, and said Osman’s ncAvs generally as false. W as also put into 
conliuement by tlic latter. It is clear, therefore, that Osman Avishes to keep monopoly 
in supply of information. 


No. 14. 

Mr. Etjerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July G, 7*30 r.M.) 

(No. 450. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July G, 1884, 8*40 p.m. 

WITH reference to mj telegram No. 153, Egyiitian officer of AA'ood’s army, aa ho 
first gladly accoiited mission to Dongola, has uoav, jirobably at instigation of others, 
put impossible conditions, and has practically refused to go. 

Alay General Stejiheuson and L have full ^lOAvers, Aihenevcr Ave deem desirable, to 
send forward any English or other per.sons Ave may think it avi'U to send to endeavour 
to aid in lifting the veil of mystery which seems to (*over everything south of AAhidy 
Haifa and tlu* Atmoor [sv'e] P 




As yoiu* Lordship is aware, I liold the belief, a belief not shared by several com¬ 
petent judges, tliat the forces of the rebels are not great, and that mystery and 
treachery are our worst enemies. 

Major Kitchener will be at Korosko on his return from Assouan to-day or 
to-morrow, and will give his views about going to Abu Ilamed shortly. 

Wortlcy and Colville, in the western desert, arc not likely to be heard of for 
another ten days or more, and will be too Avest of the Nile valley to get much informa¬ 
tion respecting it. 

If it bo possible to find a suitable person, it is, I think, most desirable to send on 
some one to get reliable ncAVs from Dongola. I liaA'o little hope of getting much 
intclHgonce through Egyptians. Nubar I’aslia suggests my using Zobehr for informa¬ 
tion, but T am not confident tliat Zebchr finds it his interest to serve us honestly, nor 
do I see that I can offer him much inducement to do so. 


Ko. 15. 

Ml'. Eijerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hij telegraph, July G.) 

(No. 678. Confidential. Ext. 456.) 

My Lord, Cairo, .July 6, 1881. 

"WITIT reference to my despatch No. 671 of the ^th instant, I liai'e tlie honour to 
state that the Egyptian ofiicer of General IVnod’s army a\1io, al fii'st, gladly accepted 
the mission to Dongola, has noAV, probably a^ Ibe instigation of otheis, put foiward 
certain impossible conditions, and has i)ractically refused to go. 

I Amnture to ask that General Stephenson and I should be .alloAved full poAver to 
send forAvard, Avhenever it is judged advisable, an Englishman, or any other jkh'sou 
who may seem suitable, for the Avork of gad ting information, and of lifting the A'eil of 
mystification Avhich seems to coA'cr evei'A thing south of IVadv Haifa and the Atmoor 
Desert. 

As your Lordship is aAA’are, I hold the belief—a belief not shared, it is true, by 
several competent judges—that the actual forces of the rebellion arc not great, and 
that mystery and treachery arc our Avorst enemies. 

Major Kitchener Avill be at Korosko to-day or to-morroAV on his return from 
Assouan, and Avill give his vu'ws about going shortly to Abu Jlamed. 

Major AVortley and Colonel Ccivile, in the western des('rt, are not likely to be 
heard of for another ten da\s or more; and, morc'oAcr, tlu^A w ill be too far to the Avest 
of the Nib' A'alley to obtain much information respecting it. 

I think it is most desirable to find a suitable person to send on in order to get 
reliable news from Dongola, for there is little hope of doing so through the 
Eguplians. 

Nubar Easha has, iiuh'cd, suggested that I should use Zebcdir I’asha for the 
jnirpose of getting information, but I am not confident that Zc'bebr feels it to be to 
his interest to serve us honestly, nor do I see that I can at present olVer him much 
induc('meut to do so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAVIN IT. EGEllTON. 


No. 16. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville .— [Rercirrd .July G, 7'30 r.M.) 

(No. 4o7.) _ 

(Tolegra])hie.) Cairo, July 6, 188-1, 5 p.Af. 

COAlMANDElv of Dongola forces near Dcbbidi telegiaplis that last Sunday, 
AAuth 500 men, he defeated rebel force of l!),000 men, man_\ of whoniAvere soldii'rs 
from Di'rber under El Jloda, A\ith loss of 6,700 men. 'I’liat lie and his troops are 
going to south-east of Aloudirieh, but have little hope of di'fendiiig the province, and 
beg again for battalion from AVady Haifa. 

They do not appear to knoAV of orders scirt for them to conn' away if they cannot 
hold province. 




No. 17. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July G, 7'30 v.M.) 

(No. 458.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, .Inly 6, 1884, 6 p.m. 

AlOLYNETJX and Chermside report from Suakin that A gig Avas attacked by 
rebels and Avatcr supply cut otf. A condensing steamer has consequently been sent 
tliCTe. and the “ Condor.” 


No. 18. 


(No. 459.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, .fitly 7, 1881, lO’SO A.Af. 

TELEGllAM received this morning from ALidir of Dongola deplores order 
sent by Egyptian Government to abandon the province, Avhich he had succeeded in 
pacifying, l)ut he Avill comply Avith it. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 7.) 


No. 19. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received .July 7, l'4.o p.ac.) 

(No. 460.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 7, 1884, 12'50 P.Af. 

KITCHENED telegraphs from Korosko that he aaIII gHe an opinion later 
respecting sending a party to Abu Hamed, but he someAvhat fears the result, unless 
backed by English. He has fixed on Abraj as the place to meet Disharei'n Chiefs; 
Bishareen tribe bi'tween Abu Hamed and Berbi'r haA'iug gorre oA'cr to Afahdi makes the 
former place undesirable for nu'cting. 

His information described lloliatar in somi' force at Abii Ilamed, and that an 
adA'ance to Korosko Avas proji'cted after Eamadan, but that this stc'p will be probably 
aA'crted by the neAVs of English troops being at Assouan; he thinks it Avould make a 
good elTeet Avere a gun-boat to ('ruize olf south of Kossar; he says his messengers noAV 
fear bringing in ncAVS after doubts east on ncAvs respecting fall ot Berber, of Avbicb ho 
is certain. 

A messenger from Bajarrah says Haddai Ifoda, A\ith a force of 60,000 mi'ii lor 
Dongola, parsed that village—very fanatical; he reports Kabbabish as co- 0 ])erating 
with Haddai; the latter is a Sbaigich. 

'frotti'i' telegraphs from Haifa that he has receiA’cd confirmation respecting fall of 
Berber from tAVO men from Abu Ilami'd. The rebels AA'ore collected by a neighbouring 
Eakir from the adjoining villages and from Shendy. They had friends inside the 
place. People about Berber shoAV no signs of advancing. 

The Chief of Jitbaii' asked for help to attack Assouan, but the Chief Avho trades 
AAuth Assouan refused. 

Alajor Trotter hears that the Alirdir of Dongola’s opponent, El Hoda, has 
appealed in vain to neighbouring tribes for assistance, A\hich points to tranquillity of 
district. 


No. 20. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received .July 7, 7 30 r.Ai.) 

(No. 461.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, .July i, 1884, G’30 I’.At. 

I HAVE rcc'ciA^cd a Icttor from Nubar Pasha to the ell'eet tliat hi' andAlinister of 
V\^ar press that one or tAVO Egyptian battalions slumld bo sent on to Dongola to save 
it, as the loss of that proA'ince Avould, in their opinion, entail a guerilla warfare with 
the BcdoAiius scattered along thi' avIioIc of Egypt, and great trouble throughout the 
country from the IMahdi’s mnissaries. 

I ansAvered that the course of military action Avas decidi'd on some months ago, 
and I luiA'c not receh'ed any expression of opinion from the military authorities hereto 
justify mv iircssing this question again on your Lordship. 

[468] P 
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With ordinary procautions, I do not think Niihar Pasha’s apprehensions with 
regard to Bedouins will be justified. 


No. 21. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraph, July 7.) 

(No. GS8. Ext. 461.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 7, 1884. 

I HAVE received a letter from Nuhar Paslia, urging, on behalf of himself and of 
the Minister for War, that one or two Egyptian battalions be sent on to save Dongola, 
as the loss of that province would, in tlieir opinion, not only entail groat trouble 
throughout the country from the Mahdi’s emissaries, but also a guerilla warfare with 
the Bedouins, who are scattered along the whole of Egypt. 

I answered tliat the course of military action with regard to the defence of the 
Egyptian frontier had been decided upon some months ago, and that I had received no 
expression of opinion from the military authorities hero Avhieh would justify my 
pressing this question again upon your Lordship. 

With ordinary precautions I do not think that Nubar Pasha’s a])])rehensions 
respecting the Bedouins will be realized. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN M. EGERTON. 


No. 22. 

Mr. Egerlon to Earl Granville.—(Receiied July 8.) 

(No. OoO. Ext. 444.) 

ily Lord, Cairo, June 26, 1884. 

A CROSS-EXAMINATION of pilgrims by Major Cliermsido has elicited 
nothing fresh from them beyond a confirmation of previous reports tliat some of the 
wells on the Berber road had been covered. 

Osman Digna’s people, estimated at 2,000, were occupying the neighbourhood of 
Ilandoub ; Major Chermsidc having sent a reconnaissance in that direction on 
the 23rd. 

The Waked of Dongola at Wady Haifa says that on the 13th he met two men. 
One named Bedawi, a former Lieutenant in Ilidvs’ army, Avho Avere both tAA^cnty-nine 
days from Khartoum, and Avho reported that a part of the jMahdi’s force, under Waleh 
Eorgah, had lately attacked Khartoum, but Avere repulsed with heavy loss. General 
Gordon was then in good health. The AVakcel reports that the Mudir of Dongola 
had gone after some rebels under El Iloda. 

The statement that the Mudir of Dongola had caused 300 or 400 men, of the tribe 
AA'hich revolted a short AA'hile back near Debbah, to be put to death, is confirmed 
by a trustworthy source to Alajor Trotter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAYIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 23. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 658.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 27, 1884. 

AVITTI reference to Mr. Nieolson’s despatch No. 59 of the 2nd June, to Avliich my 
attention has been directed in the confidential print, all I knoAV at present is derived 
from a police report received on the 17th instant, stating tliat several “ Greek 
volunteers AVeariug the Greek dress, enlisted liy a Greek tailor, Avho proposed to go to 
Khartoum to deliver General Gordon, had arrived at Alexandria the previous day.” 

I Avill make further inquiry into the matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAYIN li. EGERTON. 




No. 24. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 660. Ext. 415.) 

My Lord, _ Cairo, June 27, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose hcrcAvith a translation of a telegram dated the 
24th instant, sent by the Mudir of Dongola to the Kliedh'e, Avhich conlirms, I fear 
AA'itliout the possibility of further doubt, the ncivs of the capture of Berber by the 
rebels. 

The news, as sent, is given by an Egyptian soldier aaEo escaped from his captors. 

lie states that on the 261h May, the rebels arrived near Berber and surprised it. 
'fhe Colonel of his regiment fell, and the soldiers made some defence, killing a large 
number of the enemy. He A^entures to give an estimate of the number killed on both 
sides. 

Absurdly inaccurate though this soldier’s statement may bo, it is the confirmation 
AA'bicli Avas required from another distinct source before a belief in the fall of Berber 
could be thoroughly justified. 

NotAvithstanding the extremely detailed information given at Korosko and 
Assouan respecting the storming of Berber, and tbi' number of killed and Avounded, 
and the univt'rsal belief tlicre in the truth of the information, I observed that all this 
news and all these details Avere brought by one man only, a retainer of Hussein 
Khalifa, Avho Avas passed through l)y I he Alahdi’s guide; and it consequently seemed 
to me possibh' that the messenger Avas alloAved to pass cither by the enemy in order to 
spread alarm, or sent by Hussein Khalifa (avIio had ('iLtered into some compact AAutli 
the enemy) in order to conceal his trc'achery. 

Besides, the report brought l)y Colonel Chermside’s messengers and the pilgrims 
at Suakin, appeared to mo no less prol)abl0 than the talc of the Ababdeh messenger to 
his master’s sons. 

That the ncAvs of tlic fall of BeiEer sliould spread to Dongola might also be 
attributed to its being sent by Icdcgraph to Korosko. 

AAdien, boAveA’er, a sohlii-r, coming from Berber by tlie left bank, re])orts, hoAA'cvor 
inaccurately, its fall, I mm' no longer any reason to refuse to belicAa' that Avhother its 
transfer AA'as brought about by fraud or treachery, Berber is noAV no longer in friendly 
liands. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 24. 

The Mudir of Dongola to His Highness the Khedive. 


(Telegraphic.) June 24,1884. 

THE folloAving ncAvs is given by Alahmoud Abbas, of the 7th Corps, under the 
command of Bahri Aga:— 

“ I left Berber fifteen days ago. 

“ On the 26th May the Dervishes (troops) arrived Avith tin' intention of attacking 
Berber. 

“ Hussein Pasha Khalifa had some time since collected an army corps composed 
of his tribe of Ababdeh, and formed them into a garrison at Sheikh Zeini-el- 
Abidcen. 

“On tlu' morning of the said day (26th) before sunrise aa'c heard a shot on the 
side of the Ababdeh, and at once the rebels rushed into the fortifications; our Colonel 
made an eager fight against them, and killed many of tlu'm; but seeing that victory 
Avas theirs, aird he himself unable to oppose them any longer, he killed his slave*, ass, 
and horse, and then committed suicide. 

“ At last, tlu' officer commanding the cavalry ordered us to form into square on 
the river’s bank, and Ave re'mained there' in that state for aboul tAVO liours. 

“Nobody having attacked us, avc entcreel the city and found the troops. 

“ The doeer of the* treasure) room Avas eipeiied, anel the leaeling troojis, aecennpanied 
by some ofilce'rs, taken in, biit iinding no money, tlu'y asked the otfiecr on duty, uiuL 
he' told them Hussein Paslia had taken aAvay the money. 
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“ Hussein Paslia afterwards sent to us many times an order to lay down arms, and 
we at length did so. 

“ The enemy lost 5,200. 

“ Our losses were 1,100 Moudirich soldiers, inelucling merchants and inliahitants. 

“ I was attached to 100 Soudanese soldiers under Sheikh-ol-Hoda, a rcl)cl Chief, 
on the march against Dongola. On arriving at Dar-cl-Shaildch I escaped, and came 
straight here.” 


No. 25. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 8 .) 

(No. (562.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 28, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a summarized translation of a despatch 
from the Consular Agent at Assouan, giviag some information Avith rcferenco to 
Sheikh Tahcr, Avho, having been induced to Ibllou the ^iahdi, al'ternards withdrew 
and left for Vemeu. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDIVIN II. EGEETON. 


Inclosure in No. 26. 

Moustapha Shakir to Vice-Consul Borg. 

(Summary Translation.) 

Sh', Assouan, June 18, 1884. 

THE conquest of Ecrhcr hy the rebels, the pillage and massacre of both natives 
and strangers there, which I have had the honour to report in a 2 )reA'ioas dc^patch, 
have caused much panic and c.vas 2 )cratiou among the natives of Assouan. It aaus 
reported that Eedouins had gone to LoA>or Egy})! to persuade some of the tribes there 
to join them. One of the Ababdi li Chiefs under the command of Major Kitchener 
was sent there, and returned to say that this is untrue. The steamers with troops 
arrived at Assouan. The rebels A\ho rushed into Ecrber aaci'c about 15,000. Half of 
them ])roeecded to Dongola and the other half to Khartoum. 

The Bedouins who wene with Onnan Digna after the loss of their men ddermined 
to leave him; he (Digna) a 2 ) 2 >lied to 8 heikh I’aher and pm’suaded him to folloAv the 
Mahdi. 8 heikh Taliir, a man of influence', obe,\ed l)y his tribes, A\ns '-eduei'd by 
Osman Digna and joined him in the battle witli the Eg\ 2 >tian trooies. Slu'ihh I'alier, 
afterwards tinding thai lu' was deceiAod, Avent to see tiu* iMahdi aecom^iauied by some 
Dci’A'ishes. The Mahdi reeeiAcd tliem AVC'Il, and after remaining three dajs, they left. 
Sheikh Tahcr, finding thai he is not the Mahdi but an iiu[)()'-toi', roix'ntc'd fur A\hat he 
did, AA'ithdrcAv Ids men fniin Digna’s eanq), and he himself let I for i'emen. 

No. 20. 

Ml. Egcrlon to Earl Grant ilU\—{RvLeived July 8 .) 

(No. 067.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 1 , 1884. 

IVITII reference to my No. 030 of the 19th ultimo, I have the lionour to inclose 
a copy of a telegram rcaa'iAcd last night from ]\lajor Kitchener, Avho has just returned 
from his journey of insin'ction in the desert, on the subject of the suggestion contained 
in your Lordshijfs telegram No. 251, to use the Kabbabish to release Gordon. 

I also inclose eojAy of an ansAver Avhieh has been returned to him to-day by Sir 
Evelyn Wood, after consultation Avith Sir E. Stephenson and n\yself. 

The unsettled state ol things at Dongola has, iq) to the present, rendered it 
impossible to sc'ud any one Ibrwaid to attemid to communicate AAith Saleh, the Chief 
of the Kabbahish. 

I may add that neither tin' KhediAU' nor Nubar Pasha thiids. that mere promise of 
money Avill be of much avail in obtaining useful work from the Ivabbabish Avithout 
display of force on our side-. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) EIHVIN U. EGEETON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 20. 


Major Kitchener to General Sir E. JVood. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, June 30, 1884. 

WITH ref'^rence to Lord GrauA'iHe’s t('h'gram to Egerton, without In'ing saJiguino 
I aniAAdlling to try, but AAnuld lik(' to knoAVAA’hat “a large reA\ard” means, and Avhether 
jAart may be jiaid in advance. 


Inclosura 2 in No. 20. 

General Sir E. ll'ood lo Major Kitchener. 

(Telegraphic.) Caiio, Julti 1, 1881, 

ri' ap])ears impos«iil)Ie tint you should do niort*, as reua’'(N employing the 
Kabbabish, tlian to find us an r>g('nt to Avork them. dvdAi^t O'.. Wnild Mor'-hani 
be able to g''t llu'jn togetlu'r, or can you ^nngi'st any ofiiei means of negotiating \tith 
Kabbabish Cltief? 


No. 27. 

Mr. Egerton lo E<nl Granville.—(Reich a! Jnlu S.) 

(No. COS.) 

My Lord, Caito, July 1, 518 ' g 

I HAVE the honour to inclose here\\it]i the text of a ieiegriiii Joan ''eijor 
Kitchener after his return from the desert. 

The satisfactory points of the telcgiam aia' that Gibiani, Sheihh of the Vhahh'h. 
charged with the defence of the frontier, s('ems lo b'' behaAing wed!, and that Ih ,e i- 
a chance of the Bisliareen Slu'ikhs coming in, th,* lu'w ilad ri'inloi c(.'nn'nls have' ln'in 
sent by Her 5Maj('st\’s Government toSuahin ’ 'aI'i , nioluceda goodellVct. Bed 'Anns, 
like others in this country, lean alwa\s to iIk' sjronge'st side. 

He does not, hoAve\er, sei'in qrute cradldcnt ol' the Icqaltv of oiU' ol' the s(a's of 
Hussein Pasha Klialil'a. 

I also inclose copy of a teli'gram from Major Eundle at Korosko. 

Steps haA(' been takc'ji to evamiiK' inlo tlu' disoi'der at Luxor, repo:'t('d by 
Khalihi''. s > 1 ).,, V. Iiieli may Aa'iy possibly turn oiil to b(' false. 

As I'l'gards K()ss''ir, when Lord John lla\ re'tni'us from 8 uakin he Avill b(' 
consulted as to ihi' advisahili1\ of putli]ig a gnn-Ac'ss('l to watch llie const bi'twecn 
Ben'uice ami Jvossi'ir, as, sliouhl tlu'ia' b(' I'clx'ls in that distinct, tliey A\ill I'ndenoiir to 
obtain their su])i)lies by s('a from tla' Arabian coast. 

L laiA'c, Ac. 

(Signed) ElAVIN H. EGEETON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 27. 

^lajar Kllcht ni r to Genet th Sh /C IVand, 

(TelegiMphie.) A'^soiain, .Tune 30, 1884, 0'25 p.ae. 

JlJNLdn, ArriA'cd this mot ning fimn in_\ post a) .thiny, live days’ cast and 
slightly South ol this; suileud lrv)in w.mt ol' Ava'a'r on the road. U’ter leaving 
Korosko J AAcnt to my jiost at Galail, and learnt et route that Rhemann Aiith 
considerabh' I'oi-f'i' had arriied om' daysaith of .Vkheimar, my post on Berber road 
lour iL‘y s'.oath oi lids, 1 li id luOnicn at tJalail and 200 at -Vklieimar, hut I Avas 
not sure' ol tin' latter. ] s('iit A\orl to Gibr. ii iinmcdiatcly to conn'Aiith as many men 
as he could ce)lleet, and diiv'cl.'d hii.i to mo\(' on ei t of Rhemann’s ])Osilion, aa hih'I 
adAUnced dir'ce't 1 rom \ kheimai' w !th '1 inshi I (a’s i loi , i w as inojianefl Rhemaiui did not 
intend to alvince, but AVas only IgAing to induce Uie Abalidt'h to j )in him. 1 waitc'd 
a day and ;i-h‘df in coiistaul communication with Akhoimar to give Gibrui lime, and 
1 then '..ioAi'd to Akheimar, I there learnt that Shemannhad decamped. 1 ro\uidout 
that ho had not many men A\ith him, about 50. 
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I sent out trackers to follow trail, and tlioy report lie lias gone through Bisharecn 
country to Berber. I am, however, not sure he is not still with Bisharcen. 

I stayed two days at Akhcimar, and have ordered the men to ho changed. 
I then travelled east and visited the posts at Umroit and Ahou Safa, and then north¬ 
wards to Abrage. I went Avithin two days of sea at Ahragc ; there Avas a large force 
of Gibrani’s men additional to the post of 200, about 700 in all. So that he has more 
men than he is paid for; this is satisfactory, as both the other Sheikhs arc below their 
strength. Minchetta makes it up by taking Gibrani’s men, and Akimeh’s case I will 
report to you later. 

Please thank Ilis Highness and Nubar Pasha for the very Pull powers conferred 
by the Pirman I received Avhilc travelling, and assure them I Avill do my best to merit 
their confidence. I feel very hopeful the Bisharcen Sheikhs will come in; they arc now 
together, and have sent word they are Avith the Ababdeh; tliis is in reply to my former 
letter. I have sent them a letter informing them of the Pirman, and hope soon to 
have a meeting. Mahmoud Bey, son of Ilusscin Pasha Khalifa, has been communicating 
AAuth Bisharcen from Den-aAvy; I should like to knoAV who secs he is watched. News 
from Bisharcen that large force gone to Suakin has had A’cry good effect. I heard, 
but cannot vouch for it, that the Emir Ilcddait, Avho I reported to you A\'as marching 
on Dongola, is Sala Agha, aa'Iio surrendered to the ]\tahdi some time back. Twimty 
men or more can be sent to Kcjieh. Please h't mo know when they Avill be required. 
I require a Sheikh for my escort. 'Will you authorize 15/. a-month pay. I AAmit to 
buy camels tor self if going on; please tell me if adA'isable to do so. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 27. 

Major Randle to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Korosko, .June 29,1884. 

I IIAVE rcceiA’od information from oui* Bedouins tliat a Sheikh named Yusuf 
Abdel Karim is giving trouble near Luxor. Is this true ? It is important that I 
should be k('pt informed of any movement in that quart(;r, as Avell as any steps taktm 
by the Govcrmm'nt, as a gr('at numbc'r of our men conu' from that part. They are 
much disturbed by rumour. I have had a long eouA'crsation Avith Ahmed and Salih, 
Avho both state positi\('ly that tiK'y abide by tlu' news they haA'(' s('nt, and Avill .stand 
or fall by it. They say that the Mudir of llongola only Avislu's to get all he can out 
of the Government, and that he will then go over. 

I'heir vicAV is that an advance Avill b(' made on lun-c* and Assouan after Bamadan, 
and that you must look to Kosscir for eoming troubh'. In this view they have for 
some time now alAvays been consistent, and events ap])ear to boar out tlu'ir vicAV. 

Kitchener, I knoAV, holds this A'Icav strongly, and in a former t(degram pointed 
out what Avould be likely to occur. 

An emissary from Sliemaun, nann'd Abu Hasan, is supposed to bo at the bottom 
of the business at Luxor. 


No. 28. 

Mr. Eijcrton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 8.) 

(No. G70.) 

My Lord, _ Cairo, July 1, 1884. 

IN reply to your Lordship’s No. 317 of the 20th ultimo, I haA'e the honour to 
inclose a Statenumt Avhieh I have received from Sir E. '\Tood of the streiygth and 
distribution of the Egyptian army. 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 
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No. 29. 

Mr. Ecjcilon to Eml GranviUr.—{Rccciird JuUj 8, 8 r.M.) 

(No. 1G2.) 

(Tclo‘?rai)lnc.) Cairo, July 8, 1884, 4-10 p.M. 

ECiYi’l’IAN Coiimiandaiii on Ahyssinian fronlior ivpoils t’)at Sir lY. Ilcwoti 
told him that S.uihii and Amadeb, Auth all the i'roiiticr, should be given up on 
the 1st Soptciubei. 

Garrison'S of those places, AA'itb tlioso of Gallabai, Gcrrig, and Kassala, to return 
to MassoAAab, aceom]ianied h\ AbASsiniau soldiers. 

Orders, said Sir lY. Ucaa ett to him, aa iU be issued to this eiTect lioni Cairo. 

Command;\nt asks A\bat be is to do in case of molestation by Alnssinians. 
It is said also that Egyptians aa ill be told to giA'c up their arms. I baA'o no informa¬ 
tion on the subject of tbe airangcment AAitb Abyssinia bcAOnd Sir AY. llcAActt’s 
telegram of tbe iotb .hinc, in A\bicli Hogbos alone is incmtioned as to be restored to 
Abyssinia on tbe 1st September, and it is stipnl il('dtbat King aaIII f usl'ta'K'Atitbdraual 
through liis territory of Eastein Soudan g.irrisons. Eg_\j)iian (lOAtnjimcnt AAisb to 
knoAA AAbat orders they should send, and I have aA( d tboiu t(, A\ail till Aiason 
returns here beloia' instructing Commandant; but time prcs'-cs, as Sir AA^. IIcAActt in 
bis teleei nil sais that the Abyssinian expeditit'u i\i|] probably start on the 
lltb instant. 

Y'our telegram of 20tb Alay stopped tbe abandonment of Kassala. Is it to 
be abandoned uoaa ? lload is at present. T believe, open to AlasmAiab from thence, as 
caraA'ans ])ass, ''ia;^ I Iuiac Ibr m_A guidance auA finibcr ddails not contained 
in Sir AY. lien et''s tidegram to Admiralty concei'ning tbi' Ab\ siniaii agu'cmenl, a\ Inch 
it may be useful should be known here ? It is imperathe that ordei. -bould be sent 
from Cairo soon, as bloodshed may oeenr by inisunderslandiiig. 

Mason, I hope, may arriAi' b\ next s((>ai ler, bul It is as aacII tluu I should also be 
informed from Sir Vi". lIcAActl’s report to London. 


No. 30. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Rccdicd hi/ tel giaph, Jah/ 8.) 

(No. G89. Ext. 402.) 

^ilyLord, _ _ CV//Vu./»///8, 18S4. 

I nAA'E the honour to inform your Lordship tlK‘U tlu' Eg_A paia'i ('oinniandant on 
tlu' Ab\ssinian frontier reports that Admiial llewAl told him that :s.inhil and A ininh'b, 
with all lb(' Ironlier, Avas to be gAen uj) to AbAssinia on I'u' Isl Sc^itember ue\i; that 
tbe garrisons ol (iio''e ])bices, as aacII as those ot Galabat, Girj'I. and J^as^ala, aaci'i' to 
return to AlassoAwib, aic nuiiani.'d by Abyssinian soldiers, and that oiders to Ibat elfeet 
AAOuld be issiu'd Irom Cairo. 

Tbe Commandant asks AAbat be is to do in case be is molested b;, tbe Alnssinians, 
and mentions liiitber that it is said that the EgAptians aaIII be told to ghe up 
their arms. 

I IniA'A' no information on tlu'subjecl ol llu' an.iiiL'enuMit aa ilb Ain ssinia be\oiid 
Sir AY. IIcAA'ett’s telegram of tbe IGtb ullimo, in AAbicb Bogus aloiu' is mentioned as 
about to be restored to Iviiig .!obn on tlie Isl Sepb'inber, and sti[)uhuing that fbo 
latter aaIU facilitate tlii' AAitbdrawal of tbe liasi Smulan garrisons through bis 
territoiy. 

The EgAiitian GoA'crnment AA isb to kiiov, AAbat oidms tbe\ should send; I liaA'e, 
boAAeAer, asked them to AAait till Mason Ifn I'eturiis to Cairo befoie they instruct tbe 
Commandant. 

Tinug bowcAer, presses, as Admiral llcAActt in bis telegvam s.ias that tbe 
Abyssinian e\p dition to Ka-.sala aaIU piobabl\ staA i a tbe 1 Itb instant. 

Your Loidsbip’s telegram >o. 2'2\) of ihi' 20tb Ma;) stopped the .ib.indoiim. m of 
Kassala; aie orders to be semt at once for its abaudonuK'nt uoaa V 

Tlu' road from Kassala to AlassoAAab is at pres( nt, T belicAo, o])en, as caraAans 
Lave been ])assiiig though. 

Alason Jb'\, [ hope', may ariiAc b\ the ne.xt steamer, but as it is aacII that I sboubl 
also be inf()rme(l from vVdmir.il Ib'Ui It’s r('j)oi‘ts to London, 1 lune tbe honour to ask, 
Jor my guidance, for an^ further details not contained in bis telegram to tbe xVdniiralty 
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respecting tbe Abyssinian Agreement which it may be useful should be known here* 
since it is imperative that orders should bo sent soon from Cairo, as bloodshed may 
occur from any misunderstanding. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAYIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 31. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 8.) 

(No. 463.) 

(Telegraphic ) Cairo, .July 8, 1884, G p.M. 

KITCIIENER telegraphs to-day Arab just arrived from Al)u Ilamcd says 
5,000 Robatat, under Ilcgcl, Avitb 3,000 riflf's from Berber, arc there ; they mean to 
defend that post, not to cross desert; Khartoum still liolding out; news of fall of 
Berber true ; Hussein Khalifa confined to his house there ; also true that force aa itli 
soldiers from Berber is marching on Bongola. Cuzzi lias been sent to Gordon Avith 
terms; Alahdi has .sent Gordon BerAish dres^, and promises to make him Emir 
if he AAull AA'car it; Mahdi at Jcdcl Gcdir, on AYhite Nile, dates letters from thence; 
has had trouble AAoth ITamar tribe, but lins beaten them; Saleli, of Kabbabish, at 
Kcdjma, ten days west of Old Dongola, has not joined rebels. Osman Bigna sajs he is 
quite prepared to kill any Englishman coming from Suakin, and does not AAant 
assistance from Berber garrison. Kitcliemn- begins to tliink there is something in ucaa's 
about the Ilamar and Alahdi, and that it Avonld be most useful for Khartoum if 
Kabbabish could be induced to join them. 


No. 33. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 2G0.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 9,1884, 4-40 p.m. 

MY despatch No. 301 of 12th June. 

AATiat was done about Ali AA^ahby Bey ? 


No. 33. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 261.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 9, 1881, 7 p.m. 

ABYSSINIAN Treaty stipulates as follows:— 

Article I. Erom 3rd .June fri'e transit to and from Abyssinia through Alassowah 
for all goods, including arms and ammunition, under British protection. 

Art. It. Bogos country to be restored to Abyssinia from 1st September, and Avhen 
Egyptian garrisons have left Kassala, Ann'dib, ai d Sanhit, Egyptian public buildings 
in Bogos country, and all stores and ammnnilions of Avar in them, to be surrendered 
to Abyssinia. 

Art. 111. Abyssinia undertakes to facilitate AvithdraAval through Ethiopia to 
MassoAA-ah of Egyptian troops from Kassala, Amedib, and Sanhit. 

Art. lY. Egypt promises facilities for appointing Ahounas. 

Art. V is a mutual undertaking for extradition of criminals. 

Art. AM. Abyssinia aaIU refer all future dilferences to England. 

Art. VII. English and Egyptian ratilications to bo sent as soon as possible to 
AdoAva. 


No. 31. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefotc.—{Received July 10.) 

Admiralty, July 9, 1884. 

I AAl commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the xVdmiralty to transmit, for 
the inlonnation of the Secretary of State tor Eoj-eign Atfairs, the inclosed copy of a 
[468J 
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letter, dated the 22nd June, from Vice-Admiral Sir William Ilewett, reporting the 
supposed intention of King Johannis to move towards Kassala, and transmitting 
particulars respecting the Soudan garrisons. 

I am, &c. 

(Pro Secretary), 

(Signed) E. M. PRIMEOSE. 


Inclosurc in No. 31. 

Vice-Admiral Sir W. Heicett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, “ Euryalus,^’ at Aden, June 22, 1884. 

IN confirmation of my telegram of the IGtli instant, 1 have the honour to furnish, 
for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the following 
particulars of tlie int(;iided movements of King Johannis of Abyssinia :— 

2. Before the dejiarturc of the British Mission from Adowa, Eas Michael, an 
adopted son of the King, arrived at that town in command of a large body of Galla 
horse, said to number 20,000. 

3. These troops were reported to be under orders to proceed to the llamasen 
district, there to await the commencement of the rains. It is during the early part of 
the rainy season that the Abyssinians move out in the direction of Kassala, to collect 
their tribute ; and on the lltli July next Eas Alula, accompanied by Eas Michael and 
the 20,000 Galla horse, is expected to proceed into the Barka, via Sanhit. Simul¬ 
taneously the King will proceed, via Ady Abou, on bis own frontier, and through 
the Baria country, effecting a junction ivitli Eas Alula at Billoo, 40 miles from 
Kassala. 

4. I have every reason to place reliance in these reports, because on my journey 
to the coast the Chiefs of the various villages on the road said that they bad 
been ordered to jirepare provisions for Eas Micliacrs army, which would shortly pass 
through. 

o. The object of this expedition is probably that King John may bo in readiness 
to carry out liis expressed inteiitioii of seizing Kassala, should the Egyptian garrison 
abandon it to the Arabs, 

G. There is a possibility, however, that King John, knowing that the date on 
which ho will acquire possession of the garrison of Kereu depends on the relief 
of Ivassala and Amedib, intends to precipitate matters by ctfccting the relief of those 
twf) garrisons as soon as possible. On tlio fall or evacuation of Amedib, King John 
undoubtedly intends to take that place, as w('ll as Kassala ; and it may be that 
he considers those two garrisons sufficient reward in themselves to compensate him for 
the trouble and expense of relieving them. 

7. In connection with this subject, the following details relating to the Soudan 
garrisons, furnished by KhosrefT Bey, Egyi)tian ^Military Governor of the Abyssinian 
frontier, may be of interest:— 


Garrison. 

Provision*. 

Ammunition, 

Troops. 

llc"ular. ha'.lii-Iiazouk*. 

Kcdarif (lalleti). 

Gullabat .. 

rienty (?) 

Abundant (?) 

o ooinpaiiios 

1 battery artillery. 

Kassala .. 

To (let. 30, 1881 

,, , . 

1,500.. 

1,500. 

Amedib .. 

Abundant 

•s 

490.. 

70. 

Sanhit .. .. 

To Feb. 1885 .. 

900,000 lound',.. 

902 .. 

492. 


From Sanhit to Kassala there are eight marclu's, with Avater at distances from six 
to eight hours’ march. 

At Gullabat the Tookrooris, under Sheikh Subli Bey, are considered to be faithful 
to the Government; they are very lanatical. 

8. The expense of maintaining these garrisons is very great, all provisions having 
to be supplied to them through Massowah. 'fhe number of troops kept in the 
o-arrisons is very large, and ought to bo reduced with as little delay as possilile. 

® I have, &e. 

(Signed) AV. ilEAVKTT’. 
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No. 35. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 10, 10 A.M ) 

(No. 4G4.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 10, 1884. 

YOUR telegram No. GO. 

Ali AVahby was removed, and is “ cn disponibilite ” here ; his successor, a selection 
out of M^ood’s army, took over duties some time back. 


No. 3G. 

Earl Granville to Vice-Admiral Sir W. Heicett. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 10, 1884. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch of the 9th ultimo, 
containing the report of your mission to King John of Abyssinia, Avith the Treaty 
which you concluded Avith Itis Majesty. 

I baA^e mucb pleasure in informing you tliat tbe manner in Avbicli you haA^c carried 
out your instructions meets Avith tbe entire ap]Avoval of Her Afajesty’s GoAurnment, aaJao 
trust that the arrangements laid down in th(3 3'reaty Avill have the effect of maintaining 
the relations of Egypt and Abyssinia on a satisfactory footing. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 37. 

Sir J. Puuncefole to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, .Tidy 10, 1884. 

I AAI directed by Earl GraiiAdllc to inclose, for the information of the Lords Com¬ 
missioners of the Admiralty, copy of a despateli addr('ssed to liis Lordship by Vice- 
Admiral Sir AV. lIcAvctt at the conclusion of Ids mission 1o King John of Abyssinia.* 

I am to request that, in laying tliis despateli before tlie Lords Commissioners, you 
will eouA'cy to them liis Lordship’s thanks for having placed that ottiecr’s services at 
bis disposal for the p('rformaneo of a duty AAdiieh he has carried out to the entire 
satisfaction of Her Alajesty’s GoAU'rnment. 

I am to request you to draAV the attention of the Lords Commissioners to the 
mention made by Sir AV. llcAvett of the assistance' rendered to the Alission by 
Air. Iloraco TTarrison Smith, E.N. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 

No. 38. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Sir R. Thompson. 

Sir, Foreign Office, .July 10, 1884. 

I AAI directed by Earl Gi’anAullc to transmit, for tbe information of the Secretary 
of State for AA^ar, the accompanying copy of a despatch from Vice-Admiral Sir A\"illiam 
IIcAA^ett, containing an account of his mission to King John of Abyssinia, Avhich has 
resulted in the conclusion of a Treaty Avith that country.* 

I am to request that you Avill call the attention of the Alarquis of Ilartington to 
the stipulations of Article III of the Treaty relative to the AA’ithdraAval tlu’ough 
Abyssinia of the garrisons of Kassala, Amedib, and Sanhit, and also to the intention of 
the King, as expressed to Admiral llewett, to take Kassala from the Arabs, should it 
fall into their hands. 

llis Lordship trusts that the valuable sorAdees ronderi'd to the Alission by Lieute¬ 
nant F. AA''. A. Kennedy, as Ofideer of Transport, AA'ill bo brought to the knoAvledge of 
the military authorities. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


* See Parliiinientary Paiior, “ Abysaiiiia Xo. 1 (18S4),” p 2. 
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No. 39. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefotc.—{Received July 11.) 

Admiralty, July 10,188i. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 2nd instant, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners ot the Admiralty to transmit, for the perusal of Lari Granville, a 
Memorandiim rcceiA'ed from Vice-Admiral Sir William Ilenctt respecting the visit of 
the British ]\tission to King .Tohannis of Abyssinia. 

My Lords request that these papers may be returned, as they arc sent in 
original, and that if they are printed copies niay be furnished to the Admiralty. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOB. 


luclosurc 1 in No. 39. 

Memorandum respecting the Visit of the British Mission to King Johannis of Abyssinia. 


Paht II.— Adotra, as a representative ^Ihyssinian Town. 

THE town of Adowa consists of five ddaclnul villages or parishes, each of which 
is built on the summit of a hill, '^flu' Abyssinian names of these parishes signily 
“ Gabriel,'’ “Holy Trinity,” “ Our Saviour," “ Zion,” and “ S(. Mieliael.” 

The first four of the village's named are built on hills which torm a small range, 
wdiich lies north-west and south-east, nearly; wbih' the fifth is situated at tlic toot of 
a mountain called Shuladda (“The Lioei’s [lump ”), lying very i\eai'ly parallel to the 
range of hills before referred to. 

The popidation of Adowa is estimated at ir),()00; it was formerly much greater, 
but famine following in the wake of Avar sAwpt away over tAvo-thirds of the population, 
only some eight or nine years ago. 

The only erections Avhieh can reasonably be termed buildings arc the ebnrchcs, 
and one or two of the house.s of the Xing and his Chiefs, 'riic rest of the toAvn is 
composed of edifices little more than huts. 

I'he church is usually the most prominent building iu ('aeh village, but this 
prominence is, in AdoAva, shared by tin' Xing’s I’alaeig a circular hut of con.siih'rablc 
size, AA’ith a beehive roof, llei'c the Xing ri'ceiAcs his visitors and holds his Court. 
Ordinarily tliere are no articles of furniture; the A'arious Chiefs and attendants, 
AA’lien not addri'ssiug the Xing, h'an against tlu' supports of the roof. 'I'lu* Xing 
possessi's some few chairs, Avbich are introduced on the occasion ol a visit Irom 
Euroiieaus. 

The Church of the Holy Trinity is the largest building iu j\doAva. As all the 
churches are similar iu design, though var\ing iu sizi', a description ol that oi the 
Trinity Avill give an idea of all. It is a circular building of slaty stone, common 
in the country, and universally used for buildings. This slate is cemented by mud or 
clay, mortar being nnkuoAvn iu the country, at least as far as Adnwa. The root is 
thatched, and thatched, too, in a stvle which could be excelled noAvherc. It 
is conical, of course, and surmounted by a very large brass cone inverted, on the base 
of Avhich is a large cross of the same metal, and of Al’yssinian [latti'rn. 

This gives to the ('dilici' a \'cry conspicuous ap])('aranci', tlu* church being the first 
object Avhich catches the eye of the traveller from the to]) of tlu; hills Avbence tlu' last 
dc.scent is nnuh' before reaching AdoAva. I'herc arc signs of European Avorkmanship 
about the building, Avhich is by far the best to be found from Adowa to the .sea, 
though Gondar maybe able to boast sonu'ting betti'r still. 'I’lu' iuti'rior is Avorth 
a visit, though not worth describing. I’lic spaci' for worship]iers is small, the 
Sanctuary, or Holy of Holies, occniiAing alx'ut fivi'-sixths of the entire interior. The 
Sanctuarv is suriouiuh'd b_\ ])aintings, Avhich can only be characterized as little short of 
ludicrous. 

The stri'cts ari'very nai'i'ow, a!i(l ri'volt ingly filthy. They arc in no place broad 
enough for two muhs^to wall, ahri'ast, Avhile in many places two foot ])asscugers 
cannot do so. 'fhey a])])car to hi'tin* ri'coguized depiM for all the olTal, dcail cattle 
and donn'stic animals ; any beast of burden Avbich falls dead in the street is sulfcrt'd 
to remain there until devoured by dogs, hu'uas, and vultures. All these substances in 
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an active state of putrefaction, together AAuth large quantities of human excreta, render 
a Avalk through the toAvn a thing not Avillingly repeated. 

There are no shops or stores. Each person sells Avdiat he or she may happen to 
possess, and be desirous of getting rid of; in order to obtain any particular class of 
goods, it is necessary to go round the town looking for it. One learns in time at Avhich 
bouse one is most likely to obtain AAbat one wants ; but it docs not folloAv that because 
forage can bo purcha.scd at a particular house to-day, jew'ellery may not be obtained 
there to-morroAV. 

There is a weekly market or meeting on Saturdays at a convenient spot near the 
town, AA'hcre everything usually obtainable in Abyssinia can be procured. Transactions 
arc carried on more by barter than for money jiaymi'nt, coin being but liltle 
circulated. 

The industries of Abyssinia, if those of AdoAva may bo taken as re])resentative, are 
few and generally nidi'. Of agriculture one had but litth' ojiportimity i.f judging. 
The plough is primitive, but possibly cffcetivi' enough in a country Avl.cro 
the enterprise of the husbandman does not soar above tlu' jn-odiietioii of suETicii'iit 
grain for the use of his family or foi' ‘-ale amongst bis immediate neigbbo' r->. 

Some admirable specimens of tbatebing maybe seen; tlu' ])riiicij)al cburcb. has 
already been cited as an instance. 

There are several sil\ ('rsmitbs ca])abl(' of inoducing prelly and Hue Avorkmansbip ; 
but much of the silver jewellery glmcr.ick and ver^ rmigli, and is conlincd to arlicles 
of no use to Europeans. 

Some fancy work is done in gaudily-colouri'd leathers, imported from Europe. 
This bi'ancb of art confini's it^ell’chiefly to the ornamentation of saddle-cloths, and the 
coA’i'ring ol'baski'ls a ml sword-si. bl),irds. 

Rough poticry, and llii' Aviaving of colton into shaAvls, is also carried on, bul not 
to a greater evti'nt than tlu' ni'ccssitics A life di'mand. 

S|)cars, and swords of various sha])es, arc largely manufactured in the country, and 
here jierhaps oiu' Ids tbi' daylight in on the causi's which make Abyssinia, a con 'try 
peoiiled by an inti'lligent raci', so backward in all the arts and manufactures of 
civilization. I’lie .Vbvssinians jircfer flii'ir own soft metal to any which they can 
im])ori. A man skilli'd in the working of metal is regarded with snsi)ici()n and is 
rcjmted to have the powi'r of changing himself into an animal, a hyi'iia for choici', at 
night. It is gi'iierally snp])()^edL that he perforins his work by virtue of a Avitchcraft 
which h(' is bclii'vi'd to ])oss,»s. 

d'his witchcraft is said to bi'thi' possession of Eurojveans to a high degree, inee 
tlu'v have intioduccd into Abvssinia so much beautiful workmaiisbi]) in tiri'anns, Avh'ch, 
in .s[)ite of contrarv prejudices, are fast siqicrseding the s])car and shii'ld. 

Art can hardly be said to exist in Ab\s-,inia. Good s])ccimeus of natiA'e paintings 
are to be seen in the Church of thi' Holy TVinity, Adowa. 3’hese paintings, which are 
crude in tin' I'xtreme, re])re>cnt many sacred sci'iies Avith Avhich the Scrijiturcs haAm 
m.'ido us ac(]uaint('d ; there are otlu'rs of a secular nature. 'I'he former are little .short 
of grotes(pie, introducing, as they do, the breech-loading rille into Old I'l'stameut battle- 
scenes. 'I'he latter are chiefly ih'voted to r('pre--entations of recent engagements between 
the troops of ligy])t and Abyssinia. 

In the absence of any Census it is impossibli' to I'stimate eorrectly the population 
of Abyssinia, but if i.s eonqaited to beaboiit 10,0(K>,000, inclusive of the Gallas, 8hoas, 
and others. 

The iveople generally an' intelligent. Beyond this they have but few good 
qualities, aecording to Euro])ean lights. 

T'hey are suspicious to a di'gree, and their suspicion is easily excited. Tlii'y are 
cxce.ssively conceited, and, having little or no knOAvledge of any eountry or people 
bevond tlii'ir immediate neighbours, they regard strangi'rs, especially Avhite men, 
as beings AU'ry inferior to themselves. Indeed a Avhite skin is a reproacli among them. 

They luiAV', it is trui', been brought but little into contact Avitli Europeans, and 
such Europeans as they have met have, for the most part, been petty tradi'rs of a class 
not calculated to inqiri'ss anybody fuAvnirably. 

The Abyssinians have a deep-rooted hatred of IMahommedans and their erei'd. 
Thi'ir ideas of Christianity dilfiT so Avidely, hoAW'ver, from those usually acci'pted by 
other Christian nations that they view Avith scarcely less dislike pi'ople iirolessing 
Christianity as it is profi'ssed out of Aby.ssinia. Owing to the many conllicting 
elements of Abyssinian religious teaching, the tenets of the Abyssinians arc hardly to 
bo comiiured Avith those of any other nation. I’lieir religious profession is jirobably 
[Ri8] I 
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midAvay between tliat of the Churcli of Rome and tbe Greek Clmrcli. Protestants are 
known by a name wbicli signifies “Haters of tbe Virgin Mary.” 

Tlie Abyssinians are unable to distinguisb between a Briton and a Turk, beneo 
they frequently point to tbe former as one oC the same kind of men as tliose on Avbom 
tliey inflicted so severe a defeat at Gourra. Tbe Abyssinians’ victories over tbe 
Egyi)tians in 18/5-70 have filled the former Avitb a pride Avbicb lias been retained, in all 
its wa-vintb, tlirougb a j)eriod of over cigbl years, and wbicb Avill probably be transmitted 
to iiostcrity for generations to come, so cherisbed is it. This being tbe case, tbeir 
arroga”,ce tou'ards Europeans is scarcely to be wondered at. Eroin the experiences of 
the recent Mis«^ion, it is possible that this feeling would gradually give ivny under the 
pressure of a more intimate aequaintanc(' ivitli whites. 

TJic Abyssinian nature appears to be abiiost devoid of gratitude. The people, 
with exceptions, of course, regard benefits eonferred on them a-, their natural rights, 
and they have no siuiph' expri ssi,)n in [heir language ivhieh ansners to our expression 
of thanks, 'flieir most polite furiu may bo tvanslatc'd :— 

“ The Loid inerea‘-e your store that you may give to me tbe more.” 

Contact Avith the Turk for many generations is probably the cause of so 
unsatisfactory a state of affairs in a country for ivliich Nature has done so much, and 
its iuhahitants so little. Taught by experience to regar 1 tbe rulers of the surrouiidiug 
districts Avitli suspicion, dislike, and contempt, the Aby.siniaus liaA'c built up around 
tbcmselves a AAall of social exclusion, Avlueli must bo broken doivii before any attempt 
at developing tbe resources of llu'ir eouutr} can be made Avith a ebaiiee of success. 
AVitbout doubt the natural iutelligeuci' of tbe Abyssinians Avould enable them to adapt 
tliemsolves laaulily to any advance-; towards .‘ivili/afi'm, coul 1 they (nice Ite induced to 
realizi'tb.at sueli advances Avould !)(' produetiio of iuestimablc good to tliem. But 
there is the dilfieulty ; tluw are so impressed Avith tfu'ir fanoied greatness as a nation 
that any att(''m])t to opim their eves to the truth is more likely to he productive of 
animosity than fibaulship. The ignorance of the iVhyssinians is iiitciise; education, 
and that very limited, is confined to the priests. 

The country is priest-ridden to a degree. In Condar there arc if churches, the 
niimher of priests belonging to caeli church ranging from GO to IGO; while the 
Church of the Holy Trinity' at AdoAva has 070 jniesls on its staff. The Ifead of the 
Abyssinian Cluireh, Avhon then' is one, is called the iVhouiia, and is selected from the 
Coptic Church at Alexandria. There are siihordiiiate Abbots of various grades, men 
of some standing and iinportanco in the country; hut one meets many hundreds of 
very loAv-elass jiriests avIioso only occupation appc'ars to he begging. 

The soldiery form a numerous class, and, iuehuliiig those of all districts under the 
sovereignty of the King of Abyssinia, niimhor probably 100,000. The hulk of the 
.soldiers nr(' armed Avilh firearms of every description, many so old and out of repair 
as to he perfectly useless. The G alias are possessed of many hundreds of old 
Portuguese matchlocks, probably hetAveen 200 and 300 years old. There are, of course, 
many thousands of Remington rifles in the country, fakcji from the !lgy])tians, and 
for these ther(' is probably a considerable store of ammunition, Avhich is husbanded for 
limes of need; and in consequence the Abyssinians arc not accui'ate shots, thoiigli 
some few are fairly so. They possess many hreech-loading rifles of Italiaii pattern; 
hut if there is niuch ammunition for them in resei'A'c, there is none distributed among 
the soldiers, as is the case to a certain extent AA’ith tlic Remington ammunition. 

The caA'alry soldiers arc cloA’cr horsc'inen, armed generally Avith s[)(’ar and shield, 
in the use of Avhich they arc dexterous, and fond of exhibiting their dexterity. 

Tlie troops arc not enlisted for any fixed period. Subject to the provisions of a 
lax feudal system, they come and go much as they please. Some rcceiA^c pay, hut the 
generality serve for theii' food, Avhich they obtain by being quartered ou tho 
iiihabitauts of tlie villages througli Avliich they pass. 

Tho high otficers are unpaid ; hut in payment for the land they hold, they bring 
as many men into the field as they can muster. 

There is no record kept of the names of the soldiers; but tbe Chiefs knoAV nearly 
all tbe men sc'iving undi'r tliem, and thus the King is able to estimate the number of 
soldiers bo can muster for battle. 

The rapidity Avitli Avbicb a large body of men is moved from place to place is 
surprising. Having but very little baggage, a camp is struck and the march, 
eommeneed in an incredibly short time, Avbile Avitliin a fcAV minutes of arrival 
at a baiting-place the tents, niost of tliem very small and made of a black Avoollen 
material, dot the liills around. A Chief generally has a canvas tent which lie pitches 
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on the top of the hi ghost accessible bill; as it is considered that the liiglicr the tent 
the greater the honour. 

The troops are not drilled, nor do they preserve any formation Avhen on the march 
except when desirous of shoAviiig themselves to distinguished visitors. Occasionally 
sham liglil.-, arc engaged in. Men of exalted rank, or those Avho liaA'e performed any 
gix'at deed, arc usually preceded by the heating of drums and playing on musical 
instrumciils; the Avonien shoiv their respect for such persons by keeping up a .shrill 
trilling. 

In their manner of life the Abyssinians arc squalid. The best bouses even are 
dirty, the inferior ones very dirty, klulcs, donkeys, cows, and other animals .share a 
room Avilli the luiman inhabitants, and the room is usually filled Avitli a dense Avood 
smoke. Tlie houses are generally built of flakes of slate, plastered with clay. In Adowa 
tlh're are ' omo houses Avhieh boast two storeys, Init the upper one is nothing more than a 
small llialcli liut built on tlio nuul-covercd roof of a larger hut, and reached by a flight 
of uncertain steps aseendiug outside tho building. It is usual to surmount tho roof 
by a piicbcr iiiverlcd, .sometimes by Avay ot a chimney, hut usually only for 
ornament. 

The people personally and their clothing arc dirty. There arc exceptions, hut 
they arc few. It is only fair, '..uvcaci’, to say that tho nature of the country, and the 
material used tor (‘lotliing, rcudi'i' much of this dirt incA'itahle; hut the people take 
little ti'ouhlo to remedy tlii-, either in their persons, dress, or habitations. The upper 
and lower elassos do not ap])car to dittei' much in tho manner of their livi's. 

Tlie iiumhei' of peoph' ('iipdoyed in art and manuiaeture is small. A largo 
number n('e('s-.arily devote tlieir time to agi’ieultun', and possil)ly 100,000 arc soldiers. 
AA'hat strike.-, a visitor to Abyssinia very i'oreibly are the A'ast iiunibei's of men, Avomen, 
and childiA'ii, ilie fust principally, Avho sit about idle for houis, talking to and looking 
at one another. These people appear to Iiavc no emphn lueiit Aihatevor, and it is a 
marvel how they live. 

Th(' national dress of Abyssinia consists of tlu' “ siiaumiir,” a Avhito shaAvl having 
a broad ivd stripe through the centre, Priinilive uiuler-garments arc Avorn; hut 
CA'ory one Avho can atVord iipAvards of 3 dollar-, ])urcha'-es a “shuumur.” AA^hen clean, 
this is by no me.ms an unattractive dress, and a eroAvd of soldiers or people tluis 
attired makes quite a picturesque sight. Aloro ornaiiieiilal robes of ualiv(' emhroidi'ry 
arc worn on State occasions by Cluefs. It is an Abyssinian sign exprosshT of a. 
number of scntinioiits, such as dignity, dislike, contempt, and so forth, to cover tho 
nose and mouth Avith the robe. In tho presence of a superior all inferiors cast their 
“ shaumiirs” off their shoulders and gird them about their Avaists, this being a sign of 
respect, 

Tlie food of the Abyssinian is simple. It cbh'lly consists of tlie flesh of tbe ox, 
sliecp, and goat. 'Iliis is eaten raAv, or after baving been cut into strings or small pieces 
and dried in tbe sun. 

Vegetables arc but litth' knoAvn, altbougb tlicrc are probably none Avbicli the soil 
is not ea])ablc of iirodiieing. Onions and jiotatoes arc groAvn, but the latter not 
sueeessfiilly, and a miile-load may bo obtained for a dollar {Ss. Td.). 

Bread is nn^stly made of a dark flour called “telT,” in tliin circular layers. It is 
usually sour and full of grit. In the absence of those qualities it is, boAvever, not 
unpalatable. 

Salt is ATiy little used, any Avatcr is used for drinking, and the tapo-AA'orm afflicts 
nearly every other person in the country. 

Milk is ])loiitiful, the supply usually being greater than the demand. 

On religious grounds eggs are not oaten. 

One or two spirits arc distilled in the country, aud a peculiar kind of beer is 
manufactured, l)ut tho iiitoxicatiiig hcA'orage of Abyssinia is “tedge.” This is made 
of lioiK'y, AAutcr, and the leaf of a plant called “gesho,” Avhicli causes it to fermeut. 
Since the iiigrcdionts of Avhieh “tedge” is made are abundant, druukcniiess is Amy 
common, and is not regarded as a vice. 

Nearly every article of food consumed l)y tho Abyssinians is pervaded by a taste 
of Avood smoke, as it is customary to invert all utensils over tlie fire to dry them. 

Owing to a superstitions aivo of the evil eye, an Abyssinian does not like to oat or 
drink in piililie. It is a eoninion sight to sec four or five persons taking their food 
together Avitli a garment tbroAvn oA'er their beads. 

There are no regular money taxes, but eucli laud-OAvner is bound to give to tho 
King or his service a certain amount of his produce, the amount being assessed on the 
value of his holdings. In this Avay the soldiery is supported, and guests or visitors to 
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ilie Kin" ov the Cliiefs arc entertained. An aceount is Icept of the amonnts given by 
each land-holder during the year, and this is deducted Iroin the amount ot tax fo 

'vusit'or who is thus entertained is expected to give certain presents of money 
or "oods to the hearers of the King’s bounty, and in this way it often becomes more 

expensive to live on gifts than to pay for one’s requircincnts. 4 n o-iff Tf it 

Every person with Avhom the visitor is brought into contact expects a ^ift. I 
is omitted to give him one, he will ask for it; or, if a present he considered insufficient, 
the receiver will not hesitate to say so and ask for more. :Now and again, houcvci, 
the "ift, if insufficient, nill he refused with a lofty scorn. A travdlers movements, 
and “even his purchases, arc considerably hampered _ by this system, ivliieh oltcn 
necessitates a present of eonsiderahle value before a journey can he resumed or food 

The mule is the beast of burden in Abyssinia, and is more highly prized than the 
horse. Donkeys arc also largely used. Every person with even small piadcnsions to 
respedaldlity illes, and oiilj the poorest travel on foot. The beasts are hut, badly 
cared for, and one seldom sees cither horse, mule, or donkey Avithout a sore hack. These 
sores the natives endeavour to cure by scoring them across in all directions with a red- 

^Tlic""rcatest inconvenience is caused to traA'cllcrs by the want of a coimigc. The 
only coiii“wliich is accepted in AliAssinia is tlu' Maria Theresa dollar, value os 7d., and 
only those dollars which possess certain qualities are taken iii the 
the Maria Theresa dollar passing current it must be neither too nen iipi too old. 
must bear the date 1780, and the letters “ S. E.” under the head ol Maria Iheresa. It 
must be observed that tlunv ra-e eight dots (called by the natives “ mustard ) on the 
coronet; that the brooch (or “moon”) on the shoulder is not ivorn anaj, and that the 
lettering of the motto round the ('dgc is not dcfacced. A com of this description is 

made by contract especially for Abyssinia. , . , 

To^ avoid the inconvenience and annoyance which the constiint refusal of had 
dollars causes, the travellers should leave the coast with only caretully selected dollars. 
Should any he refused as payment for purchases they may be used as picsents, the 
recipients will take them to a sih-ersmith and exchange them, at a small loss, lor good 

To saA’e the expense of paying a dollar when a snialh'r sum Avould suffice, a 
quantity of cotton cloth or calico, which can always he obtained at the coast ports, 
should l 3 C taken. The price of this cloth, which is of American or Indian manufac¬ 
ture is 1 dollar for 10 yards, and sinei* the natives avIio receive it in payment arc not 
ovcr’particular as to itsVdcaiiliness, little trouble need he bestowed on the packing and 
caiTviii" of it. Common brightly-coloured handkerchiefs aiv always good substitutes 
for monev, as also are articles of cheap cutlery, cartridges, percussion caps, and glass 
bottles • the last arc highly prized, five fowls and twenty-two eggs having been obtained 
in exchange for one. Blocks of salt arc the small change of the country, the Aaliic 

yarying in different districts. -rT-n-rtT-i-imm tz- a i • j 

^ ° (Signed) W. IIEM^ETT, Vice-Admiral. 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 39. 


Taui-k of and Estimated Distances between Massowah and Adowa. 


Time 

occupied 

on 

Journey. 


Estimated Feet above 
Distance. sea-level. 


Remarks 

(.Additional Information). 


Massowah 
Sahaati.. 

Ailet .. 

Sahagumba 
Ginda .. 

Fellagabtc 
Asmara I’a-'S 

„ Plain .. 

Addy 'I'ckkey 
Zau id .. 

Dr,— 

Sliaw Kav, ti 
Feramni 
Godcifelasic 
Ona il iyala 
Adilv llnali (Plat' au) 
Gondi t Plain 
l)aroTekke_\ 

Ad'ju a.. 


lietMCcn I'A’llagabye and the Asmara Pass 
tlieie aie tlie PaS'CS of Arbrob and 
Mahenzb', O.ilOO and 6,400 feet above sca- 
le\el respectively. 


Red of March Riier, 5,800 feet. 


Gud\-gndy wells, 4,950 feet, 

Iliimedo Plain (mean level), 4,230 feet. 

I3ed of March River between Gondet and 
Daio Tcbkev, 3,850 feet. 


'llie above di't.ime' iiiu-t be regarded a' appro\nnate oidy Altliougli miles per hour mat be taken as 
an aterage rate lor S( teial da_t s‘join net, the ddlieultus (.i.eonntiud on the ruids vary so much that nothing but 
.".u actual surtey could :;\t ■ ant '.iiiNf.ieloiy n.suits. 

No. 40. 

Mr. Eijerlon U) Earl Granville,—{Received July 11, 6 P.M.) 

(No. 405.) 

(T'clc"r:i])liic.) Cairo, July 11, 1884, 4T0 P.M. 

WITH rcfcri'iicc to my telegram No. 102, it is decided that orders should be sent 
to evacuate Kassala, Sanhit, and Amcdcl). 

Nubar Piislia goes to Alexandria to-night to communicate this to Khedive. 
Telegram ordering this evacuation, however, ivill not be sent till to-morrow 
afternoon. 1 can stop it, therefore, if necessary. Mason, who has just arrived, 
expresses doubts to N iibar Pasha as to Avhether Abyssinians will go down into plains, 
as they fear fever. 


No. 41. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, July 11.) 


(No. 691. E.vt. 165.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 11, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 462 of the 8th instant, I have the honour 
to report that it has boon decided that orders should bo sent for the evacuation of 
Kassala, Sanhit, and Amadeb, and that Nubar Pasha ivill proceed to Ale.xandria 
to-night to communicate this decision to the Khedive. The telegram, however, 
ordering this evacuation will not he sent till to-morroiv afternoon, so that I shall be 
able to stop it should that appear desirable to Her Majesty’s Government 

Mason Bey, the Governor of klassowah, Avho has just arrived here, expresses 
doubts to Nubar Pasha as to Avhether the Abyssinians will carry out the plans made, 
as they much dread the fever of the plains. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


[468] 


K 
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No. 42. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 262.) 

(Telegra])liic.) Foreign Office, July 11, 1884, 6 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 462 of 8tli and my telegram No. 2G1 of 9th ; Abyssinia. 
Orders should ho sent to Egyptian authorities to withdraw garrisons mentioned 
in Treaty as soon as practicable, and arrangements should be made at once for carrying 
out remaining stipulations. 

Eurthcr instructions will follow about Galabat and other places. 


No. 43. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton, 

(No. 340. Ext. 262.) 

Foreign Office, July 1 I, 1884. 

IN my telegram No. 201 of the 9th instant I informed you, in reply to your 
telegram No. 462 of the 8th instant, of the terms of the Treaty which has been 
concluded between this country, Egypt, and Abyssinia. 

Orders for the withdrawal, as soon as practicable, of the garrisons mentioned in 
the Treaty should now be sent to the Egyptian aut^ )ritios ; and arrangements should 
at once be made for carrying into effect the rema .ng stipulations contained in it. 

You will shortly receive further instruction! ith regard to Galabat and other 
places in the Eastern Soudan. 


I am, &c. 


(Signed) 


GRANVILLE. 


No. 44. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville. —{Received July 11,7 P.M.) 

(No. 466.) ^ 

(Tclcgi'Upliic.) OdivOy July llj ISSl, o 30 PiM. 

GOVERNOR of Dongola telegraphed from Uebha proposing to negotiate with 
Kababish under Saleh, and send him arms. 

The Governor is hardly a man through Avhom we should undertake negotiations, so, 
after discussion Avith the Egyptian Minikers, it has been decided to ask Khedive to 
send up an Aide-de-camp Avith an English ofTiccr to Uougola, Avith a vicAv to communi¬ 
cation Avith Saleh. 

In case they should find on their Avay that Dongola is being evacuated, they aviU, 
of course, return. 

General Stephenson and I want an Englishman to accompany the Egyptian, but 
Nubar Pasha and IRinistcr of War, although the latter says Englishman runs no risk 
from the Goveimor, arc both averse to English olllcer’s going. There may be difficulty 
in getting the Egyptian Aide-de-camp to start on the mission, and the Englishman Avill 
not go alone, so I am not conlldent that decision taken to-day Avill be carried out; I 
merely inform your Lordship of it having been come to. 

(Private and Confidential). 

The Egyptians and avc have somewhat different aims : they wish to save Dongola 
by means ol Kababish, while avc Avish that tribe to get out, or help to get out, General 
Gordon from Khartoum. 

Egyptians say it is absurd to suppose that tribe, Avith inoney aid only, would do 
anytliing to get out General Gordon, and they arc probably right. 


3j 

No. 45. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, July 11.) 

(No. 693. Ext. 466.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 11, 1884. 

IN my immediately preceding despatch I had the honour to inclose copy of a 
telegram which has been received from the Mudir of Dongola, proposing to enter into 
negotiations with the Kabbabish under Saleh, and to send him arms. 

It was evident, hoAVCver, that the Mudir of Dongola is hardly a man through 
whom we should undertake such negotiations, and it lias therefore been di'cidcd, after 
discussion with the Egyptian Ministers, to ask Ilis Ilighness tlic Khedive to send up 
an Aide-de-camp, accompanied by an English oiriccr, to Dongola Avith a view to 
establishing communications AAutli Saleh. If, on their Avay up, they should find that 
Dongola is already being evacuated, they Avill, of course, turn back at once. General 
Stephenson and I are anxious that an Englishman should accompany the Egyptian, 
but both Nubar Pasha and Abdul Kader Pasha, the Minister for War, arc adAmsc to 
an English officer going, on the score of the fanaticism of the Mudir, though the latter 
of the two Ministers says that an Englishman Avould run no personal risk from the 
Mudir. 

There may, therefore, he some difficulty in getting an Egyptian Aide-de-camp to 
start on the proposed mission, and we should not allow the Englishman to go alone; 
so that I do not feel very confident that the decision taken to-day will be carried out, 
and restrict myself to informing your Lordship of its having been come to. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 16. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Offiice, July 11, 1884. 

I AM directed by Earl GranAulle to requi'st tliat you Avill nioA^c the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to cause the aecompau;y ing ])ackct, containing the 
ratifications of the Treaties recently concluded by Rear-Admiral Sir AV. Ilewctt Avith 
King John of Abyssinia, to bo forwarded to Captain Speedy at MassoAvah by the first 
available opportunity. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 47. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Captain Speedy. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 11, 1881. 

1 TRANSMIT hcreAAUtli the Queen’s ratifications of the two Treaties recently 
concluded Avith King John of Abyssinia, and I leave it to you to use your discretion 
as to the selection of the best means to enable them to reach the King, either by 
requesting Ilis Majesty to send for them to MassoAvah, or by forwarding them to 
AdoAva by a trustAvorthy messenger. 

You Avill understand that your duties at MassoAvah Avill prevent you from going 
yourself into the interior, and you Avill explain this, if necessary, to the King. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 48. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 12, 1 P.M.) 

(No. 467.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 12, 1884, 11 a.m, 

MERCHANT arrived at Haifa, six days from Dongola, whoso family was at 
Debbah during fight last Sunday week, reports enemy under El Hoda was not 






supported by otlicr tribes, and suffered licavy loss from Mudir’s forces on that occasion. 
He says he bad seen men from Eerber, wbicli they said fell without resistance; 
the }-cbel Cliief was carrying on the Government, assisted by the late Governor. 
Mr. Cuzzi was set free, and left for Khartoum at his own request. Gordon is making 
constant sallies, the extent of which are only limited by the shoal water. 


No. 49. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville,—(Received Juhi 12, 6 p.m.I 
(No. 468.) ^ / 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 12, 1884, 5-50 p.m. 

YOUll Lordshi])’s telegram No. 262. 

Mason Bey thinks that immediate orders should certainly be sent to abandon 
Galabat, whicli was only left out of Treaty because believed" at the time to have 
surrendered. Girri also should be abandoned. 


No. 50. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, July 12.) 

(No. 698. Ext. 468.) 

My Lord, ^ _ Cairo, July 12, 1884. 

MASON BEY, who has just returned from Abyssiitia, came to sec me to-day. 

Amongst other things, ho informed mo that when tlic Treaty Avas sigiu'd it Avas 
not believed that Galabat Avas still held by the Egyptians, and that, in his opinion, it 
was essential to send simultaneous orders for the evacuation of that garrison through 
Abyssinia, and of Girri, as aaoII as Sanhit, Amadeb, and Kassala. 

He had told the Egy])tian Geiu'ral on the frontiers that Avhen the Abyssinians 
arrived they Avero to folloAv them, and place tlu'inseha's at th(' di.sposition of the King, 
who would forAA\ard them to IMassoAvah. ” 

As regards Kassala, he thought the Chief of the Beni Amer tribe should be 
informed in order to provide food, to bo paid for by the Egyptian Government, for the 
relioAung Abyssinian force. 

The main diflioulty Mason Bey anticipated in this matter was Avith some 
of the garrison of Kassala, a large party of Avhieh is composed of local Bashi-Bazouks, 
and of these not less than 1,000 Avill certainly not give up their arms, or be inclined 
to follow the Abyssinians Avith the rest of the garrison, and may most probably take to 
plundering. 

I haAT, &c. 

(Signed) EDIYIN 11. EGERTON. 


No. 61. 

Telegrams communicated by the War Office to the Foreign Office, July 12. 

( 1 -) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marguis of Hartiugton.~{Received at the 

War Office, July 12, 3 P.M.) 

AArrmn x • . . Cairo, 12, 1884, 2'40 P.M. 

1111 rclerencc to previous communications, it is desirable that one of the 
battalions asked for should be sent hero at once. Also, can Sussex be reinforced from 
its second battalion at Malta by 170 men to complete establishment ? 
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( 2 .) 

The Marquis of ITarlington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Confidential.) War Office, July 12,1884, 5 p.m. 

Yours to-day. 

Please state reasons which, in your opinion, make immediate dispatch of another 
battalion necessary. Ho you expect to have to send more troops up Nile ? Sussex 
will bo reinforced from Malta as soon as possible. 


No. 52. 

Mr. Clifford Lloyd to Earl Granville .— (Received July 12.) 

My Lord, 86, Ebury Street, London, July 12, 1881. 

OBSERVING that Hr. Crookshank’s action as Hirector-G('neral of Prisons in 
Egypt has been called into question in the House of Commons, I desire to ini orni your 
Lol‘(Kbip that Avbilc tlic cn'dit of all good organization and management in the newly- 
created Prisons Hepartmeut in that country is due to Hr. Crookshank, the responsibility 
of his action under the prison rules in force rests, up to the date of my departure, 
entirely Avith me. 

In a country Avhere extreme force has hitherto been the only means adopted for 
the suppression of disorder, it Avas consideri'd essential, as in many other countries, to 
retain the poAver, in cases of inutiny, &c., of inflicting corporal punishment in a 
moderate form in prisons in Avbich the means of inflicting olhi'r forms of punishment, 
such as reduction of diet, solitary confinement, hard labour, &c., did not exist. 

Under the prison rules in force in Egypt, tlu' maximum number of strokes 
applicable Avas reduced from 500 to 24, and the mode of application Avas regulated 
in conformity Avith the practice in European countries, Avhilo all necessary preeautions 
were taken to prevent any abuse of the rules. 

I haA^e, &c. 

(Signed) CLIEEORH LLOYH. 


No. 53. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 13.) 

(No. 469.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 13, 1884, noon. 

CHEllMSIHE telcgraplis arrival of ships at Agig most opportune to save life, as 
inhabitants Avere on the point of leaving. Question is raised as to abandonment. 
Chermsidc is in favour of holding it. The other salt station, RoAveya, is safe. The 
Mahdi’s agents are expelled. 


No. 54. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 13, 3’30 r.M.) 

(No. 471.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 13, 1884. 

CABTAIN SBEEHY says that Abyssinian Envoys arc expected at MassoAvah 
next AA^eek. Among other presents for the Queen a young elephant. lie asks if 
gun-boat could convey these to xVden, and then home by direct steamer, and proposes to 
go himself to Aden to arrange embarkation. Under tlie circumstances of the evacua¬ 
tion taking place shortly, and the objection of Mason Bay to return there, I am not 
certain that it Avill bo convenient for Speedy to go. 














38 


No. 55. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, July 13.) 

(No. 704. Ext. 471.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 13,1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from Captain Speedy, 
announcing the approaching arrival at Massowah of Abyssinian Envoys with presents 
for the Queen, including a youiig elephant. 

Captain Speedy proposes to go to Aden himself to an-ange the safe cmharkation of 
the presents, hut, under the circumstances of the evacuation taking place shortly, and 
the objection of Mason Bey to return there,! can hardly recommend that he should he 
allowed to go. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN U. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 55. 

Coimil Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 13, 1884. 

SPEEDY wishes to communicate to you that Ras Alula reports approach of 
Envoys hearing presents from John to the Queen; young elephant come. If gun¬ 
boat could convey to Aden it would please John, and tlien liomc per British India 
Steam-ship Company, avoiding transhipping, and Avliat quantity of intrigues and 
expense. I could accompany to Aden, arrange ('inharkation, and return here in "un- 
boat. 

Envoys expected here next week; their names, ]Mircha and Mashasha. Not 
Chiefs of rank. 


No. 50. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received Juhj 13, 3'30 P.M.) 

(No. 472.) 

(IV'legraphic.) Cairo, July 13, 1884. 

GALABAT and Girri will bo included in instructions sent for evacuation to 
Egyptian Commandant on the Abyssinian frontier. 


No. 57. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 14.) 

(No. 073 A.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Julij 4, 1884. 

WITH reference to my No. 007 of tlie 1st instant, I have the honour to inclose 
herewith a telegram dated yesterday from IMajor Kitclumer, in whieli he says ho hears 
the section of the Kahhabish under Saleh is still hostile to the IMaluli, and proposes to 
go to Dongola to find out truth about the Kabbabish. 

After talking over the matter with General Stoi)hensou and myself, Sir E. AVood 
has telegraphed to IMajor Kitclumer to the elVecl that there is no intention at jircsent 
of sending him to Dongola; tlio fact being (hat he cannot well be .spared from his 
ju’esent duties in the Atnioor Desert. 

As to the story about the Mahdi’s difficulties, there are so many of various natures 
current respecting bim, that I did not think this one worth tclegraiihing to your 
Lordship. 

I must confess that in the main the rumours respecting him point to his being in 
some difficulties with his neighbours. 

As regards Sheikh Alorghani, I am assured there is no probability of Ids bcin»’ 
induced to go south to put himself into communication Avith the Kabbabish. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAVJN H. EGERTON. 
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Inclosure in No. 67. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, July 3, 1884. 

MY view at first of Kabbabish Avas that it Avms too late, and that they had not 
sufficient force to go to Khartoum. I b.avc since had conversations Avith Avcll-informed 
merchants here, and the result is conflicting. T am informed that the section of the 
tribe under Sheikh Saleh is very poAverful and still hostile to the Mahdi, that the other 
sections Avcrc AvaA'cring, but OAving to action of the Ilamcr tribe arc noAv likely to join 
Saleh. 

Alorghani’s influence over them is very doubtful; bis poAver is Avitli Sheigiar, to 
Avhom he has Avritten lately. Aly notes on tribes arc at Korosko. 

I am informed that the IMahdi, after starting for Khartoum, had to hurry back 
OAving to action of rival in Darfour; that on bis return journey he Avas surrounded by 
TIamer tribe, and that he is noAV in tb.eir hands; that they had previously been AAuth 
him, but had left, OAving to not receiving paju 

I give Amu this AA'ith all reserve ; it is very likely lies. I strongly recommend that 
I be alloAA'cd to go to Dongola to verify state of country, and find out truth about 
Kabbabish. Everything is quite safe there' during Ramadan. 


No. 58. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville .— {Received Juhj 14.) 

(No. 676.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 5, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose hcrenvith a .summarized translation of a despatch 
from the Consular Agent at Assouan, rc'porting iliat the panic among the population 
created by tlie massacre at Berber has now c('ased, in consequence of the assurances 
gh'cn by the Commandant of the toAvn, that efficient measures had been taken for the 
protection of the toAvn and its inhabitants. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAYIN D. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 58. 

Moustaphu Shakir to Vice-Consul Borg. 

(Summary translation.) Assouan, June 25, 1881. 

I llAA^E the honour to inform you that the reports of massacre and pillage 
pi'rpetrated by the rebels at Berber* having created great panic and excitement 
amongst the natives here, the chief of merchants, together with some of the respectable 
natives, came and asked me to accompany them to the Commandant of the troops. I 
acceded to their Avish, and they implored his protection for their safety. The 
Couunandant told them that he had taken the lu'cessary steps for their security as 
Avell as for that of their country, and that they need not be under any apprehension, 
lie further added that he had posted an offic(n' and tAventy soldiers to Avatch outside 
the town at night, besides the garrisons placed at (avo different stations, one at a 
distance of three hours and the otlu'v of six hours from the toAAm; that each had 
instructions immediately to ri'port anything that might attract their notice. He also 
increased the number of garrisons, botli outside and inside the toAvn, and this has made 
the population uoav tranquil. 

It is evident that the rt'bels cannot at pi'csent come to these places. Eirst, on 
account of the excessive heat; and, secondly, because there is no Avater to be had on 
the road leading to this place. The scarcity of Avatcr on the road shall continue till 
after the montli of Ramadan, Avhen the autumn shall set in Avith torrents of rain 
to fill up the reservoirs. ft Avill then Ix' possibh' for the rebels to try their 
Avay here. 

I am informed that three of the Alahdi’s folloAA’'crs came from Berber Avith the 
object of inducing the Basharieh tribes to unite with the Mahdi, but that they Avero 
unsuccessful in their design, and they have returned to him disappointed. 
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No. 59. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—-(Received July 14.) 

(No. G80.) 

My Lord, Cairo. July 7, 1881. 

WITH rcfei’cncc to my despatch No. G75 of tlic Itli instant, I liave the honour 
to inclose translation of a telegram received tliis morning hy Nuhar Pasha from tho 
Mndir of Dongola, deploring the order of tho Egyptian Government to abandon ihat 
most important strategic position, hut saying that he nill comply with it, though in 
his opinion this course will entail the loss of Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 59. 

The Governor of Dongola to Nubar Pasha. 

(Traduction.) 

(Tclegraphique.) El Dehbch, le G .Juillet, 1884. 

A L’AEPIVflE de Pordre quo le Conseil des ISIinistrcs m’a adrcsse le 5 courant, 
toutes mes resolutions out ele profondement e])i'anlees. J’etais tonjonrs loin do croirc 
quo le Gouvcrncmcirt coneut I’idec d’ahandonner cette Moudirieh. Toutes mes 
demandes no tendaient a ri('ii autre chose que d’avoir toujours eii main cette Moudirieh 
qni, commo jmint strategique, re^semhh' a des rones pour lui ca^aalier. Je no demandais 
quo des forces suhsidiaires pour mieux faire sentir le succc'^s remporte par mes soldats, 
qui ont toujours etc victorieux. INIais a riicnrc qu’il est mes elforts sont epuisds ct 
ma 2 ^Micncc tellcmcnt ii bout que me voila determine h cxecutcr a la lettre Ics 
instructions de votre Excellence, malgre I’ovdre qni regno dans touto la IMoudirieh, 
mais aprds rabandon de Dongola jo serais oblige de dire que co serait fini avee 
rLgyptc. 


No. GO. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 14.) 

(No. G82.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 7,1881. 

I HAITE the honour to inclose C 02 ')y of a further Pe 2 )ort received from Lieu¬ 
tenant Poore, P.N., containing a diary of his movenu'nts on the Nile from Assouan to 
Korosko and back from the 21st to the 28th June. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEJITON. 


Inclosurc in No. GO. 

Lieutenant Poore to Mr. Egerton. 

Nile Steamer “ Nassif Kheir ” (“ Ras-ul-Kheir ”), 
Sir, Philw, June 2d, \8SA. 

I HAVE tho honour to forward you a Report of my ])rococdings from tlio 21st to 
the 28th instant. 

June 21, noon .—Visited Abu Hor, and received intelligence that a jiarty of Major 
Kitchener’s scouts bad 2 iassed through the village tho same morniiig, and liad re2)ortcd 
that he had left the Lahama Wells, and A\as returning to Assouan by the desert 
route. 

3 P.M. A^isited V ady .\byad, a small i illago on right bank between Dendoor and 
Girshch. Omdeh : Sheikh Ilasau Abdu (juite quid, and no information. 

5'30 P.M. A^isited south cxtv(Mnit_\ ol’Girsheh, where are a fcAV Bedouin houses, 
and interviewed a Bedouin of the Asliahab liahe, avIio had come in from Lahama AVells 
tho previous day. His information uas tlu> same as I had received at Abu Hor, and 
he also stat('d that there umv now no indads lu'ar the wells, 

June 25, (5 v.m. —AJsited \illagi' of Gebd-lliateli, and inbTviewod Sheikh Hamed 
Mahomet, an Ashabab Bedouin, w ho had come in from Lahama AVells tho previous 
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night. Same information as at Givsboh. Ho also stated that Shemaun had retreated 
south, and could not collect rfdnforccmeut 

8'20 A.M,— A’’isited village of Allagt (Sheikh Nasr), a large village on right bank. 
6 miles south of Dakka, and the point A\hcrc a desert ro\ite branches olf to the Berber 
road. Tlic natives shoned considerable alarm ndum I h-nided, and for some timoM'ould 
hold no communicalion, but eventually evinced great cordiality. 

11.20 A.Ai. —A^islicd Siala, 10 mile^ north of Sabooa, and received a letter from 
Major Kitchener, confirming reports I liad heard of his movements, that he would be 
in Assouan on or about the 29tb June. 

G P.M.—Arrived at Korosko, Inhabitants still leaving, but more on account of 
eartlnvorks haAing been throAvn up facing the village than from fear of attack from 
the desert. Alajor Rundlc told me he bad recch'ed news from Aturad AVells that the 
road vms clear to Abu Hamed, at vbicli 2 ilace, and also at Dongola, the rebels Avere 
reported to be masdmg a\ ith the inttmtion of adAanciiig to the north after Ramadan. 

Tho Alalidi had appointed a Na/dr-i'l-Kiam for the country betAAX'cn Abu Hamed 
and Dongola. 

The mcsscngert, to Gordon had been alloAA'cd to through xVbu Hamed aiul 

been given escort to Berber. 

The Korosko Slunkhs think mr>ss('ngers will certainly be alloAved to reach 
Khartoum, but doubt Avhether they Avill be allowed to return. No ucaas of Khartoum 
or Berber. 

I remained at Korosko till the evcaiing of the 2Gth, Avhen I left for Assouan, 
calling at Girsheh, Abu Dm*, and Khorahmed on my return journey, and reaching 
Assouan on tlu' (Wening of the 27tb instant. 

At Khor Ahmed, the entrance to the Abu Hor desert route, the natives eA'inced 
considerable alarm at the arrival of the steamer, but AAcre reassured aa ithout much 
trouble. 

The Nile commeneed to rise rapidly at Korosko on the 21th ,Tune. 

In all villages I haA'e A’isited there seems to be a 2 )reAnlcnt idea that GoA'crnment 
had remitted all taxes for the pi’osent year, and that an ollicial notice to that ellect 
AAXuhl soon he issued. 

My experience of the natiAcs living immediately on the banks in this section of 
the riA'er is that there is little sympathy Avith any revolutionary moAcment, the fact 
seeming to be realized that they are too entirely dependent on the A'ery scanty 
culth’ation betAvecu the Iaao cataracts to (mdanger their ineans of livelihood by 
encouraging an incursion from the south, AAith the accompanying risk of 2>i’OiMpt 
2 )uuishment by the Gov('rnnreut. 

Tho AAdiole ext('nt of the eultiA^ated ground reaching at tho outside to not more 
than a quarter of-a-mile from tho rivc'r bank renders it in a ease of nceessity a 
com2)aratively simi)le matter to punish any particular district, and tho system of 
irrigatioAi by Sakichs places great poAver in the hands of a riv'er foree. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) RICHARD POORE, Lieutenant, R.N. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received July 14.) 

(No. G87.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 1, 1884. 

AVITH referenec to ray des 2 )atch No. 021 of the 8th ultimo, on the failure of the 
Egy 2 >tian GoAcrmneut to enlist Turks for the Eg'y])tian army in Greece, Cyprus, and 
Tin-key, I have tlu' honour to inclose hcri-Avith a lettm- aaIucIi I have received from Sir 
EA'olyn AVood, oxidaining the ri-asons Avhieh induced him to give up all hope of raising 
blacks by voluntary culistnu'nt in Egjqd. lie has proposed to the Council to conscribe 
blacks, but to this Nubar Pasha did not agri'c. 

Sir EA’olyn AVood uoaa asks for instructions as to AAhat he should do Avith the 
cadres of Turks and blacks, each about 150 strong, noAV at Abbassiidi. 

May I request an early ansAver on (lu- questions raisixl in Sir Evelyn’s letter? 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDAVIN II. EGERTON. 
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Inclosuro 1 in No. 61. 


General Sir E. Wood to Mr. Egerton. 

Sir, War Office, Cairo, July 5, 1884. 

APTER some correspondence in Eebruary last between 8ir Evelyn Baring, the 
Eorcign Ofl&ce, and myself relative to the formation of a third brigade in the Egyptian 
army, his Excellency Sir Evelyn Baring obtained sanction for the reerniting of 
1,100 Turks, i.e., two battalions, and, later, the raising of 500 Turks for cavalry was 
approved. 

2. At this time Gordon Pasha anticipated he Avoidd be able to send down from 
Khartoum a large number of blacks, and Sir Evelyn Baring proposed that of the four 
battalions to be raised, eventually replacing lellalieen, two should consist of black 
troops. 

3. SomcAvhat later, Avhen it was seen that Gordon Pasha Avas unlikely to be aide 
to furnish any black troops, it Avas proposed to incorporate Avith the neAV army the 
blacks at Ilarrar and some at llassowah. 

1. Shortly afterAA'ards it was decided to jiostponc the CA'acuation of Ilarrar, and 
AAdicn the blacks, about 500, arriA^ed from MassoAvah it Avas found that they Averc 
nearly all discontented, being entitled to discharge on account of long service; many 
were decrepit and physically unfit for soldiers’ duties. 

5. After consulting Sir Evelyn Baring, bis Excellency Nubar Pasba authorized 
the A'oluntaiy enlistment of 700 blacks at E. P. 2^, Avith a bread ration of E. P. 1 for 
a AA'oman, instead of E. P. 1, the conscripted soldier’s pay. IVc have succecxlcd in 
enlisting about 150, nearly all from tbosi) Avho came from ^ItassoAvah. 

G. I haA'c noAv recalled our recruiting parties, having given up all hope of raising 
blacks by A'oluntary enlistment in Egypt. Tlio otfieer from Esnch reports:—“It is 
CA'ident some one has been here prejudicing t!ic minds of the men against us.” With 
reference to this point, it is right I should add I have declined the offer of some 
influential black men to raise blacks for us, from the eouA'iclion that the blacks Avho 
became mutinous at Abbassieh acted on instructions from their former masters. 

7. A merchant at Esnch offered some ol‘ bis slaves on loan; as the men AV’ore 
unAAulling to serve, I did not accept the offer; but Inuring there arc many blacks in 
Upper Egypt, I ))roposed on the 3()th June to the Council to conscribe some. 

8. I append the answer. If you peruse Sir Evelyn Baring’s telegram No. 108 of the 
10th Eebruary, 18St, to Lord Granville, you Avill sec that Nubar Pasha then wanted 
to send home the ['ellaheen, and Sir E. IBaring i)roposcd to replace lialC tlio infantry by 
blacks and Turks. It is oljvious that if the two battalions are sent back from 
Suakin, as his Excellency Nubar Paslia asks, his Avislics as to sending home the 
fellaheen Avill not be met, so long as he declines to assist me in obtaining black 
soldiers. 

0. I liaA'c already reported fo you on tin; Bib -lune, 1884, on the complete failure 
to obtain Turks, and shall be glad to receiA'c instructions as to Avliat I shall do nitli 
the cadres of I’urks and blacks, each about 150 strong, uoav at Abbassieh. 

There are tAVo Avays of utilizing their serA’ices : either attaching them as a separate 
company to the battalions of the 1st Brigade, or by mounting them on camels for 
service in the Nile Valley or elscAvhcrc. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EA^ELYN WOOD, Sirdar. 


Inclosuro 2 in No, 61. 

Nubar Pasha to General Sir E. Wood, 

M. le Sirdar, . , ^ Caire, Ic P' Juillet, 1884. 

VOUS a\i'/ infortne h' Coiisdl dans no seanc(' de Lundi, le 30 Juin, 1884, (pi’cn 
dehors des troupes (pii se troiaent a Suakin, il manqiu' 1,500 liommes pour completer 
le contingent de l’ariuei> I'igypt ienne, et voiis avez domande I’autori.sation d’enrOler de 
500 a GOO Soudaniens dans la Haute-Egypte. 

Le Conseil, considerant quo la situation oberce du Tresor no sui)porto pas do 
nouvclles charges, quo ral)andou du Soudan n’a cte ddcide quo parce qu’il ctait impos- 
sil)le de faire face aux frais jiecessitec's par la depimse ; considdrant aussi quo Ics deux 
bataillons actuollement a Suakin font partie de Tarmeo Egyptieunc dont Ic chiffre a 
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4t6 fixe, a ddcidd qu’il n’y a pas lieu pour Ic moment d’autoriser la demandc d’enrdle- 
ment dont il s’agit. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) N. NUBAR. 


No. 62. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received July 14.) 

Sir, Admiralty, July 12, 1884. 

I AIM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of tlie Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copies of telegrams 
dated 7th and 12th instant from the Admiralty and the Senior Naval Officer at 
Suakin respcctiA'cly. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 62. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Commodore Molyneux. 

(Telegraphic.) Admiralty, July 7, 1884. 

TAKE early opportunify of sending vessel to Kosscir to report state of affairs. 


Tuclosurc 2 in No. 62. 

Commodore Molyneux to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Q’clcgraphic.) Suakin, July 12, 1884. 

YOUR No. 31. Her jMajesty’s ship “ Condor ” gone Kosscir. 


No. 63. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 3tl. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 14, 1884. 

HER Alajosty’s GoA'crnmcnt understand that misleading reports are scut by 
telegraph from Jeddah to Suakin Avhich find ready credence anionst the fanatical 
populufion of that town, and tend to arouse amongst them a feeling of animosity 
against the British authorities. 

I liave to call your attention to tlie necessity for the exercise of some control 
over the circulation of telegrams in Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 64. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 263.) 

(Tclegrapbic.) Foreign Office, .July 14, 1884, midnight. 

YOUR telegrams Nos. 105, 108, and 472. 

All garrisons named should bo AvithdraAvn. Also any others in Eastern Soudan 
Avhich may be able to retreat to the coast. 

As only Kussala, Amadib, and Sanhit are specifu'd in Treaty, letter Avill be sent 
from here to King Jolm, staling Queen ridii's on his giving every facility for retreat of 
any Egyptian troops from other places di'siring to pass througli his territory en route 
for the coast. 
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No. 65. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egcrton. 

(No. 343. Ext. 263.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 14, 1884. 

I IIAVE received your telegrams Nos. 465 and 468 of the llth and 12th instant, 
relative to the proposed abandonment by the Egyptian Government of Kassala, Sanhit, 
Amedib, Galabat, and Girri. 

Her Majesty’s Government arc of opinion that the garrisons of all the above-named 
places should be witlidrau'n, as well as those of any other places in the Eastern 
Soudan -which may be able to effect their retreat to the coast. 

As Kassala, Amedib, and Sanhit only arc speoilied in the Treaty -with Abyssinia 
of the 3rd June, a letter -will be addressed to King John by the Queen announcing the 
dispatch of the ratifications of the Treaty, and expressing the hope that should any 
Egyptian troops other than those stationed at Kassala, Amedib, and Sanhit desire to 
effect their retreat through Abyssinia, he will afford them the same facilities for 
mthdrawal. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GKANVILLE. 


No. 63. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, July 14. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. —(Received at the 
War Office, July 14, 3'30 P.M.) 

Alexandria, July 14, 1884, 3'2d P.M. 

YOURS 12th. 

Another battalion required for possible service up Nile to suppress disturbance 
and strengthen force at Assouan or elsewhere. Rumour current of assemblage and 
movement of tribes in Soudan, and threatened advance into Upper Egypt after 
Ramadan. State of affairs Dongola not quite satisfactory. Must be prepared for 
events. Very difficult to obtain correct information. Shall probably ask soon for one 
battalion more. 


No. 67. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville,—(Re eived July 15.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, July 14, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a letter from Major Macdonald, i\tilitary Attache 
of the Cairo Agency, in which he points out various inaccuracies Avhich occur in a 
letter from Mr. Wilfrid Blunt, published in the “Times” of the 7th July. Major 
Macdonald is very intimately acquainted Avith the facts Avith Avhieh he deals, and 
thorough reliance may be placed in the accuracy of Ids statements. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EVELYN BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 67. 

Major Macdonald to Sir E. Baring, 

Junior United Service Club, London, 

Sir, July 11, ISH t. 

WITH reference to a letter AA'ritten 1o the “Times” by Mr. AVilfrid Blunt on 
the 7th July, I beg to point out that Mr. Blunt is not altogether accurate Avith regard 
to some of the statements Avhich the letter contains. 

I shall confine myself more parlicularly to Mr. Blunt’s statements Avbich liaA'e 
xeference to the toAvn of Tautah and the massacres Avhieh took place there on the 
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13th July, 1882, because, at the request of the Egyptian Government, and acting- 
under orders from Lord Dufferin, I attended, accompanied by Mr. D. H. Cameron, 
who acted as my interpreter, all the sittings of the Commission appointed to inquire 
into these massacres. During my ten Avccks’ residence in Tantah I obtained a great 
deal of information from my many European friends, old residents of the place; 
from this outside testimony and_ from the mass of evidence given before the Commis¬ 
sion, I think I am justified in saying that I arrived at a A'cry correct idea of 
Avhat really took place in Tautah on the day of the massacre. 

Mr. Blunt states as folloAvs:— 

“ Air. Clilford Lloyd, in his letter, mentions the case of a certain Aludir whose 
dismissal he had procured, and aaIio AvaD afterwards appointed Governor of the Eastern 
Soudan. I knoAV the history of this man possibly better than Air. Lloyd knows it. 
Ilis name avis Ibrahim Jildhem, and he Acas Aliulir of Tantah before the war, and he 
it Avas AA'ho, on the day of the outrages, sat in his chair at the Prefecture of Police 
AA'hilc European men and Avomen Avere having their throats cut in his presence.” 

Air. Blunt Avill find, on referring to Air. Lloyd, or to any one Avho is acquainted 
with recent cA'cnts in Egypt, that the Aludir Avhosc dismissal Air. Lloyd procured 
was not Ihrahiin Edhcni, but Hussein Pasha, Edhcm Pasha liaA'ing retired from the 
office of Aludir some months in-cvious to the arrival of Air. Lloyd in Egypt. 

Air. Blunt has, doubtless, confused Uusscin Pasha, Aludir of Tantah, Avith his 
predecessor in that office. 

The very graA^c accusations brought by Air. Blunt against Edhcm Pasha arc alone 
supported by the “ Avritten evidence of Alcnshawi Bey,” Avho is avcII knoAvn, by all 
old residents of Tantab, to be the Pasha’s bitterest enemy. 

That the latter sat^ in the chair at the Prefecture Avhile Europeans, men and 
Avomcn, oere having their throats cut ib untrue. As a matter of fact, one man was 
killed in the Prefecture, and he Avas brought into the courtyard in a dying state. 
Some thirty or forty persons AA'erc saved by taking refuge in the Prefecture; this came 
out in evidene;', and Avas also told me by jhiropcans who sought refuge in the Prefec¬ 
ture and in the Post-office immediately opposite. 

Edhcm Pasha, “this t’ireassia)! i)n)nst('r,” as Afr. Blunt calls him, was for some 
time imprisoned by Arabi for refusing to semi su])])lies to the rebel troops intrenched 
at Tel-cl-Kebir. 

He Avas aacII knoAA’u to Sir Archibald Alison and the officers of his Staff; some of 
the latter spoke to me in the highest terms of him. 

AVith lA'gard tf) my own personal experience of the man, I must say that I 
always found him most willing to carry out any of my suggestions; and I am quite 
certain that all jny ellortb to clear the prisons aud have justice done AA-ould haA'C been 
fruitless Avithout his cordial co-operation. 

I may add that three-fourths of the prisoners iuearccrated for the massacres 
AAcro so .at the instance, not of the Egyptian GoA-^ernment or of “this Circassian 
monster,” but on representations made by Levantine shopkeepers ajid usurers. 

With r('gard to Captain Yusuf Aboo Dia, mentioned in Air. Blunt’s letter as 
“a man who had saved many lives, but who, as Abd-el-Al’s Aide-de-camp, -was 
obnoxious to the Egyptiait Government, AA'as selected to b(' hanged, and hanged in the 
Aludir’s stead ’’—this man Avas clearly proA’cd to have been that day at the raihvay- 
station, and to have incited the fanatical mob to kill and slay all Christians. An 
unlbrhinatc m;m flying for his life, seeing Yusuf Aboo Dia in unifoian on the lAlatform, 
rushed u]) to him and bt'gged him to save his life. The hiti aw, hoAvever, 2 )ushcd him 
back into the crowd, saying, “Die ! you dog of a Christian.” 

These and other facts AA-i're borin' ti'stimony to by numerous Avituesses; amongst 
others, till' slation-ma.ster, chief telegraph elerk. 

Yusuf Aboo Dia AA'as sent to bo tried at Tantah, not at the instigation of the 
Egyptian Government, but by 8ir Charles AVilson, Avho AS'as compelled, by the accu¬ 
mulation of secondary OA'idi'ncc given during the trial of political prisoners in Cairo, to 
strike his name out of the list of jiolitical juisoners, and to send the case for iiiA'CS- 
tigation to T’antah. It must bo lomembored that the secondary evidence I allude 
to Avas given for the most part by members of the Arabist party. AVith regard to all 
that I have stated, I can bring ample proof to bear out the same : first, from the 
testimony of the respectable European inhabitants of T'antah, English, Erench, and 
Italian; and from the Avritti'ii })roceedings of the 'I’lntah Commission and Alexandria 
court-martial, carefully translated liy Air. Cameion and Air. 3rCullough. It AA’ill 
thus be seen that all Air. Blunt’s statements AA-ith regard to the A’aniah massacre.s arc, 
to say the least, inaccurate. 
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Mr. Blunt’s letter contains many other similar inaccuracicsj in fact, it may he 
said to ho made up of them. 

Should you think it worth while, I shall have much i)lcasuvc in pointing them out 
to you, supporting my statements, if necessary, hy written testimony. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. :\r. MACDOXALB, 

Brevet Major, the ITujhland Light Infantry. 


No. GS. 

Sir R, Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received July L'i.) 

Sir, TT'er Office, July 15, l&Sl. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for IVar to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Granville, the inclosed copy of a telegram which has been received 
in this Department from the General Officer commanding the troops in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) IIALPII TIIO^^IPSON. 


Inclosurc in No. 08. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, July 11, 1881, iMii. 

YOUBS 12th. Another battalion required for possible service up Nile to 
suppress disturbances and strengthen force at Assouan or elscAvlu'i'o. Piumoiu' current 
of assemblage and movement of tribes in Soudan and threatened advance into U])per 
Egypt after Bamadan. State of alVairs Dongola not quite satisfactory. iMu-st be 
prepared for events. Very difficult to olhain correct information, Shall prohaljly ask 
soon for one battalion more. 


No. GO. 

Earl Granville to Viscount Lyons. 

(No. G03.) 

iMy T. ord, Foreign Office, July 15, 1881. 

IVT'LTI referencH' to niy Circular despatch No. of this date relative to tlie 
Egyptian press regulations, I inclose copy of a dc'^patch from IBw Majesty’s Acting 
Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, from Avhich it appears that the Egyptian Gov(!rn- 
ment has been in communication Avitli the Ereneh Agent on the sulqeet of a seditious 
Arabic paper, the “ El Ervat El Vuska,” Avliieh is published in Paris and circulated in 
the Egyptian provinces. 

INI. Barri^re has no doubt communicated with tla' T’reiieli Government on the 
subject, but I have to request your Excellency to urge upon M. Eerry the desira1)ility 
of in.structing the Ereneh Agent to second tlu' elVorts of tlie Egyptian Government in 
preventing the circulation of this paper through the Ereneh Post Gffiee. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 


No. 70. 

Earl Granville to Mr, Eger ton. 

(No. 344.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 15, 1881. 

I nAVE to instruct you to call the attention of Nubar Pasha to JMr. Burrell’s 
lloport on the subject of the ])ublie gamhling tal)les at Port Sa'id, which was imdosed 
in your despatch of the 10th instant. His Excellency Avill no doubt recognize the 
desarability of taking measures to remove a scandal AA'hieh is exciting unfavourable 
comment. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 
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No. 71. 

Earl Granville to Lord Amplhill.^ 

(No. 208.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, July 15, 188-1. 

THE attention of Her Majesty’s Government lias been called to flic difficulties 
which beset the Egyptian Governnicnt OAAing to the refusal of certain foreign Agents 
at Cairo to recognize the press Iuaa's in the ease of ncAvspapcrs conducted by their 
nationals. 

At present there exists an anomalous state of things under Avbieh the editor of a 
foreign journal in Egypt may break these biAvs Avith inqmnity, and be protected from 
the consequences of his olfcncc by the inaction of the Consular authority, the police 
being prevented by the Capitulations from entering his domicile and seizing his 
printing establishment. 

Her Majesty’s Government understand that a Decree Avill shortly be issued by 
the Egyptian Government indicating the measures Avhich tbe Ibxeeuiive Avill have 
poAAnr to enforce in regard to the press. This Dc'cree AAill include proA isions dealing 
with the question of dcjiosit, and the authorization necessary for the publication of a 
iiCAA'spaper, its suspension or suppression by the Executive, the obligatory insertion of 
notices to the press, the jirobibition to sell neAVspapers published abroad of Avhieh the 
circulation in Egypt is forbidden, tlu’ fines to be deducted, in case of an infraction of 
these Begulations, from the deposit paid by the ])apcr, &c. 

It cannot be disputed that the Egyptian Government, in order to fulfil the duty 
Avhieh devolves upon it of maintaining public order and security, has the right to 
make such regulations for tlu' eoiiii'ol of tbe pre«s as it may consider necessary, and it 
is important that the Mxi'cnlive, Avlum occasion requires, should be able to count upon 
the assistance of tlu' foreign Consular Body in carrying out those Ib'gulations, to the 
extent of sAq)pr('s.si)ig a ])aiH'r or closing the printing press from Avhich it issmvs. As 
regards h'gal }>roeeedings against the ofienders themselves, they AA’ould be taken in the 
Mixed Tribunals luuh'r the new provisions introdueed by the International Commis¬ 
sion, and tbe Egyptian Goveiannent Avould be liable to be sued in those Tribunals for 
any illegal exercise of the power Avhich it claims. 

I have to request your Jixeelh'uey to nrake a communication in the sen.se of this 
despatch to the Minister for Eoreign AlTairs, and to express the hope of Her Majesty’s 
GoveriAinent that the Egyptian Government may always depend upon the eo-operalion 
of the German Agent or Cousul-Geiieral at Cairo in enforcing its Begulations for tlu* 
control of the press. 

I inclose, for your Excelh'ucy’s fuller information, copies of despatches on this 
subject from Sir E. Baring and Mr. Egerton.f 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 


No. 72. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July IG, S’GO I'.n.) 

(No. 473.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 10, 188-1, .3‘15 I’.vt. 

TUBKS enlisted for Egyptian army, 211 in number, objected to start for 
Assouan. Of these, cigbty-three started for Assiemt, but later becanre insubordinate 
and made atten\pts to desert. Yesterday, at Assiout, thirty-one behaved in a very 
mutinous majiner, and are said to liaA’c assaulted ofiieer; these arc in close confine¬ 
ment. Eorty-nine others merely seem to have made demands for three months’ pay in 
advance, and to have sulked. 


* Also to Sir A. Paget (No. 117), Visi'ount Lyma (N’o. CIS), Sir ,I S. Lmnley (No. IG.'i,, anti .Sir E. 
Thornton (No. 213). 

t See Part XII, No. 78G j and Part XIII, Nos. 227 and 3Gli. 
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No. 73. 

2fr. Egerton to Eaii Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, July 16.) 

(No. 706. Ext. 473.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 16, 1884* 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that the 211 Turks enlisted for 
the Egyptian army ohjeeted to start for Assouan. 

Of these the major part deserted in Cairo, hut eighty-three started for Assiout, 
who later on became insuhordinatc, and made attempts to desert. 

Yesterday, at Assiout, thirty-one of them hchaved in a very mutinous manner, 
and arc said to have assaulted their officer; these are noAV in close confinement. 

Eorty-ninc others merely seem to have demanded three months’ pay in advance, 
and when refused hccamo sulky ; these have been sent on np the river from Assiout. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 74. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received Jxdy 16, 6‘15 P.w.) 

(No. 471. Very Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 16, 1884, 5'30 p.m. 

WITH reference to my preceding telegram, it has been no secret among natives 
the Turks Avould act much as they haA’c done. 

The mutineers Avill he brought to Cairo for trial. Court-martial will he held on 
all concerned, and rewards Avill be given for the discovery of those Avho deserted in 
Cairo before tlu' I'cmainder started for Assiout. 

Tlic blacks have uiven no sign of misconduct, hut it is always possible that they 
may give trouble. The state of the nath^e police is not entirely satisfactory. What¬ 
ever the sentences of the general court-martial should he, they should be carried out. I 
have told General Wood that, in addition to his interpreters, ]\Ir. Assistant Cameron, 
of this Agency, who has a thorough knowledge of Turkish, Avill hold himself at the 
dispo'.ition of the Courts. I do not AA’ish to he understood to ex])rcss that I liaA'c any 
immc'diato apprehension of native police, Avhich behaved Avell in this mAitiny at 
Assiout, but It would be A'ery Avrong to say it is certain to escap(' contagion of insubor¬ 
dination. 


No. 75. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville. —{Received hy telegraph, July 16.) 

(No. 707. Ext. 474. Very Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 16, 1881-. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding despatch of this day’s date relative 
to the mutiny of the Turks, I have the honour to report that it has been no secret in 
natHe circles lu'rc tbat tbc Turks AAa)uld act much as they haAv; done. 

The muthu'Ci's Avill bo brought here for trial, a court-martial Avill be held on all 
concerned, and rewards Avill be giv('n for the discovery of those who have deserted in 
Cairo before the remainder startt'd for Assiout. 

The blacks liaAX' giA'en no sign of misconduct, but it is not thought improbahlo 
that they may giv(' trouble. Neither is the state of the native police entirely satis- 

Wlmtever llu' scaitences of llu' u.Mieral court-martial maybe, it Avill be adAusable 
they should he carried out. 

I have informed Sir Evelyn Wood that, in additioir to the interpreters aaLo Avill 
assist at the court-martial, Mr‘ Cameron, of this Agenejg who has a thorough kuoAA^- 
lcd"‘e of Turkish, Avill I'old himself at the disposition of the court. 

I do not Avish to bt' understood to express that I have any immediate apprehension 
of the native' police, Avhich appears to have behaved Avell in this mutiny at Assiout 
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hut it would he Avrong to say that it is certain to escape from the contagion of insub¬ 
ordination. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 76. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, July 16. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F, Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington.—(Received at the War 

Office, July 15, 9 P.M.) 

Cairo, .July 15, 1881, 7'45 p.ai. 

ON 200 Turks Egyptian army being ordered to Assouan yesterday, 130 deserted 
before departure from Cairo, remainder deserted this morning at Assiout; took Avith 
them arms and ammunition. 


No. 77. 

Earl Granville to the Earl of Dufferin. 

(No. 216 a.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, July 16, 1884. 

THE Turkish Aml)assador called upon me this afternoon, and expressed his great 
desire that Her IMajesty’s Government should come to a perfect understanding Avith 
the Porte upon the Egyptian question. Eor this purpose his Excellency proposc'd to 
send me the draft of a note Avhich he should he ])repar('d to deliver to me formally if 
the proposals contained in it Avcrc likely to be accepted. jMusiu’us Pasha added tbat 
a great responsibility had been throA\Ji upon him. The Sultan had given him 
discretion to conduct the ail'air in such a manner as to safeguard Ilis Majesty’s 
rights. 

If the draft of note were approved by Her Majesty’s GovernuAcnt, his Excellency 
said the matter AA'ould be settled. If avc found ourselves unable to agree to it, nothing 
W'ould be left for him but to bring the question before the Conb'reirce. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 78. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 1 6, 11 p.ai.) 

(No. 475.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 16, 1881, 7 p.m. 

INSTRUCTIONS are sent to-day by Egyptian GoA'crument to their Commandant 
on Abyssinian frontier. After stating that Khedive approA'cs of removal of his troops 
from Eastern Soudan, Niibar Pasha quotes Articles II and III of Treaty, and then 
continues as folloAvs :— 

“ Wlu'u the Treaty Avas draAvn up, Galabat Avas supposed to have fallen. About 
three weeks ago orders Avere sent to abandon Girri. If these place"- arc still held, both 
are to he abandoned. Rel'ore tbe garrisons march out from all these places, due 
notice must he gL'en to tbe Abyssiniaiis. If AAdien tbe garrisons moA'c there is actually 
present a force of Abyssinians suflicient not only to take possession but also to protect 
the retiring garrison, then no Government property is to he destroyed, but is to be 
left intact. If, on the contrary, there is not a force of Abyssinians actually present 
sufficient for above purposes, then all Avarlike stores must be destroyed, so tbat tlu'y 
shall not fall into the enemy’s bauds. 

“ His Uighnc's lias considered that the difficulties you report may arise from so 
many of your troops being inhabitants of tbe country, and of the jirohable disinclina¬ 
tion to deliver up their arms, Imt he exhorts you to do your utmost, by arranging Avith 
the Abyssinian Chiefs, and in all other AA'ays, to aA oid all chances of conflict. With 
this vioAV His Highness has appointed JMarar Bey to superintend the CA'acuation. 
Obey his orders in every way as coming from His Highness. It is probable that many 
[458] 0 
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soldiers and civil servants may prefer to remain where they are. To this Ilis 
Highness has no ohjcction. You can provide transport for such of the persons as are 
too poor to pay, aucl inform the Beni Amer tribe that the Egyptian Government will 
pay for it. You should hold the fort at Sanhit until the otlicr places are abandoned. 
If it is absolutely necessary, Egyptian Government will pay the Beni Amer for any food 
supplies to Abyssinians while the Egyptian garrisons are marehing out at Masari; 
discretion up to 6,000 ardebs of corn and 5,000 head of cattle.” 


No. 79. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, July 16.) 

(No. 708. Ext. 1.75.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 17, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inelose herewith copy of tlic instructions sent to-day by 
the Egyptian Government to their Commandant on the Abyssinian frontier for the 
withdrawal of the garrisons quartered at the stations speeified in the Treaty eoncluded 
between Ilcr Majesty’s Government and King John of Abyssinia. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 79. 

General Sir E. Wood to Colonel Chermside. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 16, 1884. 

BASS following from Nubar to the Commandant on Abyssinian frontier via 
Massowah:— 

“We have received your letter of the IStli June, with copy of Mason Bey’s 
letter. 

“ Khedive approves of removal of his troops from Eastern Soudan; and the 
following Articles of Treaty concluded between the Contracting Parties at Adowa are 
quoted for your guidance :— 

“‘Article II. Bogos country to be restored to Abyssinia from 1st September; 
and when Egyjdian garrisons have left Kassala, Amadib, a]id Sanhit, Egyptian public 
buildings in Bogos country, and all stores and miinitioirs of war in tliem, are to bo 
surrendered to Abyssinia, 

“ ‘Article III. Abyssinia undcrtalu's to facilitate Avitlulrawal thnmgh Ethiopia to 
Massowah from Kassala, Amadib, and Sanhit,’ (Articles end.) 

“ When the Treaty was drawn up, Galabat was supposed to have fallen. About 
three Aveeks ago orders Avere sent to abandon Ghirri. 

“ If these places are still hold, both are to be abandoned, 

“ Before the garrisons march out from all these places, due notice must be given 
to the Abyssinians. If Avhon the garrisons move there is actually present a force of 
Abyssinians sufficient not only to take possession, but also to protect the retiring 
garrison, then no Government property is to be destroyed, but is to be left intact. If, 
on the contrary, there is not a force of Abyssinians actually jn’csent sufficient for 
above purposes, then all Avarlike stores must be d(>stroycd, so that they shall not fall 
into enemy’s hands. 

“ His Highness has considered that tlie ditricultics you report may arise from so 
many of your troops being inhabitants of tin* country, and of their probable disinclina¬ 
tion to dcliA'cr up their arms; but he cvliorts you to do your utmost by arranging Avith 
the Aby.ssinian Chiefs, and in all of her ways to avoid all chances of conflict. With 
this view llis Highness has apjioinfcd Alii^on Bey to siqjcrintend the OAncuation. 
Obey his orders in every Avay as coming from His Highness. It is probable that 
many soldiers and civil servants may ])rofer to remain Avhere they are. 

“To this His Highness has no objection. 

“ You can provide transport for such of the persons as arc too poor to pay, and 
inform the Bcni-Aincr tribe tiiat the Egyptian Government Avill pay for it. 

“You should hold the fort at Sanliit until the other places arc abandoned. If it 
is absolutely necessary, Egyptian riovcrnmcnt Avill pay Bcni-Ainer for any food 
supplied to Abyssinians A\hil(‘ the Egyptian garrisons arc marching out, at Mason 
Bey’s discretion, up to 6,000 ardebs of corn and 5,000 head of cattle.” 
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Wire when will steamer go from Suakin to Massowah Avith this. 
Mr. Egerton is sending also a message to Captain Speedy. 


No. 80. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 16, 8 p.M.) 

(No. 476.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 16, 1884, 6*30 p.m. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 471, I have told Captain Speedy that 
it is most undesirable that he should leave with the elephant, as his services Avill be 
required for the carrying out of the Treaty and evacuation. Orders are sent to-day 
from Cairo to execute Abyssinian Treaty, and further instructions Avill be sent 
to him next Aveck, AA'hcn IMason Bey starts for Massowah to superintend evacuation by 
the Egyptians. I inform Captain Speedy that the animal can bo sent to Suez 
by merchant-steamer Avhich Avill shortly call at MassoAvah. If your Lordship 
approves, I propose to tell Captain Speedy to act Avith and adAuse Abyssijrians 
in their operations for execution [?] of Ti'caty, and to keep in constant communication 
AAuth Mason Bey. 


No. 81. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, July 16.) 

(No. 709. Ext. 476.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 16, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 704 of the 13th instant, I have the honour 
to inclose copy of a telegram Avhich I Inivc simt to Captain Speedy, informing him 
that it is most undesirable that he sliould leave jMassoAvah Avith the elephant sent by 
the King of Abyssinia to Her ISIajesty the Qucc'u, as his services Avill be required 
during Die carrying out of the provisions of the Treaty and the evacuation of the 
garrisons by the Egyptians. 

Onlcrs arc sent to-day from Cairo, as rc'ported in my despatch No. 70S of this 
day’s date, to the Egyptian Commandant on tlie Abyssinian frontier, to execute the 
Treaty, and further instructions Avill l)csentto him next Aveek, Avhen Mason Bey IcaA'es 
for MassoAvah to superintend the evacuation of the gairisons by the Egyptians. 

I have informed Captain Speedy tliat the elephant can be sent to Suez by the 
steam-ship “ Loch Aixl,” Avhieh, I have reason to believe, Avill probably be sent to 
Massowah before the end of the month. 

Should your Lordship approve, 1 propose to instruct Captain Speedy to act Avith 
and advise the Abyssinians in their operations for executing the terms of the Treaty, 
and to keep in constant communication Avith Mason Bey, Avho Avill direct the 
Egvptians. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 81. 

4//-. Egtrton lo Consul Baker. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 16, 1884. 

TELL Speedy from me that it is most undesirable that he should leave MassoAvah 
noAV that instructions are being sent from Cairo to carry out the Treaty Avith 
Abyssinia. 

His services Avill be required during the carrying out of the Treaty. 

Eurther instructions Avill ho l)rought to him by Mason Boy, Avho starts lU'xt 
AA'cek for MassoAAnh to superintend the Egyptian cA^acuation. 

IlaAong eonsidted the competent authority, I am told the best manner of sending 
the elephant Avill be by the “ Loch Ard,” Avhich Avill shortly go to MassoAA'ah and 
return thence to Suez, Avhero the elephant can bo shiiApcd by through steamer 
to London. 








Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 16, 8*30 P.M.) 

(No. 477.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, Jidy 10, 1884, 7 p m. 

GOVERNOE. of Eougola has hcon told that an English olEccr will go AAdtli 
Egyptian officer to that toAvn to treat with Kahahish. Inhabitants seem still anxious 
to defend it, and are still hogging for reinforcements, of Avhich they say they 
Avdll defray expenses. GoA'crnor has not mentioned that he is taking any steps for the 
evacuation. 


No. 83. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, July 16.) 

(No. 710. Ext. 477.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 16, 1884. 

WITn reference to my despatch No. 003 of the 11th instant, I havi; the honour 
to state that the kfudir of Dongola has been informed that an English officer Avill 
accompany the Egyptian officer to Dongola for tlu' purpose of negotiating with Saleh, 
Sheikh of the Kahhahish. 

The inhabitants of Dongola appear to he still A^ery anxious to remain and defend 
that province, and are begging for reinforcement'^, of Aihieh, they say, they Avill defiay 
the expenses. 

The Mudir has not mentioned that he is taking any steps for evacuation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 81. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 205.) 

(Tclegrajdiie.) Foreign Office, July 17, ISSl, o’OO r.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 470 of 10th. 

Instruction to Speedy approved. 


No. 85. 

Mr. Ege rlon to Earl Granville.—{Received July 17, 7 r.Al.) 

(No. 478.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 17, 1884, t P.AI. 

i LEARN from Chermside to-day that a Takniri and a (Julia, calling tlicmseh'cs 
pilgrims, state Avith evidently A'cry doubtI'ul spontaneity that tlnw lel'l Khartoum 
12th .1 line. 

The jilaecAA’as safe, provisions plentirul, and Arah^ finv. They left Rcrhcr on 1st .Inly, 
AAdiieh AA’as in hands of the rebels. Hussein Pasha Avas in his own house, in possession 
of his property. There Avere a good many Arab'^ on road near Berber, also near 
Suakin. 

Chermsidi' has letter from Moliammcd Lmir of Berber to Mohammed Aii, 
dated 19th .lune, Avliieh urges hiin to desert. Mohammed Ragha, Post Contractor 
of Commander-in-ehief of Egyptian army, avIio avciU to Berber A'ia Cairo, came to 
Digna’s camp, sent mi'ssengeis to Sna'kin 9tli .Inly, also letter, dated 4th, to 
Mohamnu'd Ali in same sense as above. SlK-ikhs, di'li'gatcs, and spies from Digna’s 
camp informed Chermside that Itaglia was askinu' artilh'ry assistance from Digna, as 
General (Jordon goes out in steami'r and lire.s at vi'hids in Ib'rber. 

Till' Berber garrison disnhU-d their guns and destroyed rifles and ammunition. 
Digna gave Ragha his four guns and nine camel-loads of ammunition. It Avas 
reported on 9th .Inly Uaglia had started back. Diana aski'd him to send to Arabs at 
Suakin to attack fortitU-itions. Chermside'’-. paid agi'iits told him on 10th that 
Gordon AA^as harassing rebels from Khartouni with seven guns on steamer. On lltli 


the Sheikhs report that the Khartoum met,souger, Avho returned via Kassala, Avas 
killed near Tokar, and two letters taken from him. Beni Amer tribe appear to have 
upper hand near Kassala, and Digna talks of attacking both that tribe and the 
Amaras. lie never had so large a following as at present, but they fear Suakm. 
Digna talks of attacking Suakin during Bairam, but Chermside docs not expect it. 
The Avhole of league has gone over; they Avere attacked before eoncentrated; lost 
lives and ioined D^gna 8th July under coercion. Chermside says they behaved loyally 
to him throughout! I must find out from Zebehr names of his messengers, lor i 
suspect that Ragha is one of the men he sent Avith message for Gordon. 


No. 86. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreig7i Office by the War Office, July 17. 


The Marquis of Har ting ton to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 


War Office, July 17, 1884, 3-30 P.M. 

YOURS 14th. „ , . , , u 1 

Another battalion will be sent immediately from this country to Malta, and same 

transport Avill take on a battalion from Malta to Egypt. 

No. 87. 


Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(Tdc^raphic.) Foreign Office, July 18, 1884, 210 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 466 of tbe 11th. i ^ x -n i . 

Wc would not allow English or Egyptian troops to he sent noAV to Dongola, oi 
permit of any measures tending to its })('rmanont retention by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. But we should approve of any arrangements Avith Kabbabish or others )'hicn 
Avould keep Dongola in friendly hands, cither permanently or for the time being, it 
hein- especially desirable to prevent, if possible, Dongola falling into the hands of 
hostile tribes pi'iiding the decision about the relief of (Jordon. Wo have no objection 

to English officer going to Dongola. . . -xi n i 

If he goes ho should he instructed to try and communicate with Gordon. 


No. 88. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 351. Ext. 267.) „ . „„ ,0 tsua 

A. _ Foreign Office, ,Tuly 18, 1884. 

I IIxiVE received your telegram No. 466 of the 11th iiist'ant, that the 

Governor of Dongola proposes to negotiate with the Kababish tribe under Saleh l asha 

and that it has been decided to ask the Khedive to send one of_ IIis Ilighiiess Aides- 

de-camp with an English offici'r to Dongola in order to eommunieatc AVitli Saleh. 

Her Maicsty’s Government cannot sanction British or Egyptian troops being sent 

at the presi'iit time to Dongola, or any measures tending to the permanent retention 

of that place by the Egyptian Government. x i • 

Her ^laiesly’s GoAermnent would, hoAvever, approve of arrangements being 
concluded Avith the Kababish or others Avhieh Avould ki'cp Dongola in Irii'iidly hands, 
cither permanently or for the time being, as it is especially desirable to prcA eiiR it 
possible Dommla from falling into the hands of hostile tribes pi'iuling the decision 
Avitii re4rd to the dispatch of an expedition for the relief ot General Gordon. 

[f "a British officer is sent to Dongola, to Avhieli there is no objection on the part 
of Her Majesty’s Government, he should be instriieted to I'lidi'avour to eommunieatc 
AA'ith General Gordon at Kliartouni. 


I am, &e. 

(Signed) GRANVI L LE. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 18, 5’15 p.m.) 

(No. 481.) 

(Telegrapliie.) Cairo, July 18, 1884, 4’36 p.m. 

NO confirmation yet of suspicion, expressed in my telegram No. 478 of yesterday, 
that Mohamed Eagha, who obtained artillery and ammunition from Digna to attack 
Gordon at Khartoum, is identic with Mohamed Eahman who was one of Zebehr’s 
messengers sent by Zirdariyeh from Cairo to Gordon. 


No. 90. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 268.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 18,1884, 6’25 p.m. 

YOKE telegram No. 475 of 16tli. 

You should inform Speedy of Egyptian instructions to their Commander on 
Abyssinian frontier, and direct him to commmiicate them to Abyssinian authorities if 
desirable. 


No. 91. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 269.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 18, 1884, 6‘35 P.M. 

STEAM-SHIP “ Normandy” sailed from hero on 28th ultimo for Zanzibar with 
arms and ammunition, which it is thought may be intended for secret societies in 
Egypt. 

"Warn Egyptian Government to watch the vessel, and ascertain destination of 
cargo, and instruct Consuls at Port Said and Suez to co-operate with British naval 
authorities in the matter. 

The cases containing two Gardner guns arc marked “ B ” and “ B 2,” and the 
ammunition cases are marked “ B,” B 2,” &c., up to B 30.” 


No. 92. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

{No, 269.) 

(Telegraj)hic.) Foreign Office, July 18, 1884, 7 p.m, 

INEOEM Speedy that Queen’s ratifications of two Treaties with Abyssinia will 
be sent from here on 23rd via Gibraltar, and that Queen has written letter to King 
,lohn, which will be sent via Brindisi to Speedy, to the eficct that, relying upon King’s 
friendship. Her Majesty doubts not that should any Egyptian garrisons other than 
those specified in Treaty desire to retreat through Ethiopia, King John will afford 
same facilities for withdrawal through his territory. 


No. 93. 

Earl Granville to Lord Anipthill, 

(No. 14.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 19, 1884, 6 P.M. 

WITH reference to telegram respecting General Gordon from Dr. Schwoinfurth 
in “ Pall Mall Gazette” of yesterday, can you find out from former on what informa¬ 
tion this was founded P 

Question in House of Commons on Monday. 
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No. 94. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 19.) 

<No. 482.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 19, 1884. 

POLICE Eeport states Arabs and Soudanese announcing Mahdi have appeared 
in some villages between Korosko and Assouan. I do not think matter serious, but 
I’eport, as it may bo exaggerated in press. 


No. 95. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(^Received by telegraph, July 19.) 

(No. 715. Ext. 482.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 19, 1884. 

I LEAEN that some Arabs and Soudanese carrying flags have appeared in 
the villages of Araherkab, Abu Hur, and Koshtema, on this side of Korosko, and are 
announcing the Mahdi. I fancy this will not turn out to be a serious matter. 
I have informed Captain Bedford, and the police are making furtlier inquiries. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


No, 96. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 483.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, Jidy 19, 1884, 6'30 p.m. 

MY No. 478. 

Zebelir denies that Eagha is one of his messengers. 


No. 97. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 19.) 

(No. 484.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 19, 1884, 8 p.m, 

EUETHEE intelligence from Clicrmside confirms report respeeting mission to 
ask for guns and ammunition from Osman Digna; that Hussein Khalifa arranged to 
remain in his bouse and do nothing when Berber fell; says rebels are afraid of 
Gordon; and that Takruri and Ecll Ala tribes acknowledge Mahdi; expedition sent 
against Beni Amor; Digna’s folloAving now large. 


No. 98. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 20, 4'30 P.M.) 

(No. 485.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 20, 1884, 2'30 p.m. 

KHEDIVE has sent me a telegram informing me of arrival at Dongola of a 
messenger Avith a letter from Gordon dated 22nd June, stating that Khartoum and 
Senaar are in a perfect state of defence, or more properly defending themselves 
perfectly satisfactorily (“en parfaitc defense”). 


No. 99. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 20, 6'50 P.M.) 

(No. 486.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 20, 1884, 3'40 p.m. 

SINCE getting message from Khedive I have received from Nubar translation of 
letter from Gordon to Mudir of Dongola, which is as follows ;— 

“ Khartoum ct Senaar sont on bonne ddfensc ; Ic porteur Mahomet Ahmet voua 






5G 


donnera cics nouvcllcs a son avriv6c; tlonncz-lui colics qnc vous avoz ct ditcs-lui on 
se trouvcnt les troupes clc renfort ct quel est Icur norabro. A Kbartomn il y a 8,000 
homines. Lc Nil augincntc beaucoup. Remettez an portour a son arrivde 100 pieces 
Mccljiclielis pour comptc tin Gouveruement ‘ L 17 — Goedon.” Message ends. 

'Mudir adds;— 

“ L’emissaire attend la rdponse pour sc rondre a Khartoum; vcuillcz me dire quelle 
est la rdponse quo je dois fairc a Gordon sur les troupes dc renfort ct Icur nombre, 
Vcuillcz en memo temps mo communiquer toutes les instructions ct inesuros quo vous 
Toulcz lui fairc parvenir avec les nouvcllcs du Moudiricli, parcc quo I’dmissairc a hdte de 
partir.” Mudir’s message ends. 

(Decypher.) 

I send these messages in full, as there seems possibility that Governor may be 
only endeavouring to find out plans for relief of Gordon, in order to shape his course 
accordingly. Still I can hardly believe he would have the audacity to telegraph a pure 
invention to the Khedive. 


No. 100. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, July 20. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hurting ton. 

Alexandria, July 19, 1884, 4'10 P.w. 

MILL Kremantle’s command at Suakin be an independent one ? If so. Senior 
Naval Officer should bo informed, and Royal Marines placed under Rrcmantlc’s orders, 
who will require instructions generally. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hurting ton. 

Cairo, July 20, 1884, 2'30 P.M. 

Answer urgently required to mine about Major Barrow, and forming second 
company mounted infantry here. Also mine lltli, about huts at Suakin; and mine 
16tb, about field allowance. 


No. 101. 

Consul Baker to Earl Granville.—{Received July 21.) 

(No. 23.) 

My Lord, _ Suakin, .Tuty 1, 1884. 

MITII reference to the numerous telegrams I have, during tlu; last few mouths, 
dispatched to your Lordship and to Ilcr Majesty’s Agency at Cairo, A\ itb regard to 
events happening in the Soudan, I would venture to make the following observations 
on the present state of that province, and particularly as to Berber. 

I Avould premise that my telegrams have been based chiefly on information 
supplied to me by the Governor of the town, and obtained from the most reliable 
resources available, viz., scouts udiose fidelity has been jirovcd on various occasions 
during the troubles of the last six months. And in only one instance do I think that 
this information has been absolutely untrue, viz., the statement of the 1st June that 
Berber bad fallen. And this false statement Avas not iuA'cnted by the Egyptian spies, 
but by folloAvers of the Mabdi; they Averc nat urally readily believed by Osman Digna, 
who took every means in his poAver to s])read the ucavs, and thus it fell into the bauds 
of the Egyptian spies, Avho reported it in good faith to their employers. 

But recently an even more reliable source of information has presented itself, viz., 
the fioAV of pilgrims from Galabat via Khartoum and Berber to Suakin for Jeddah 
and 'Mecca. Tlu'se pilgrims are, for the most part, orthodox Mussulmans and miserably 
poor, so that thdr chief anxiety Avhen traA^elling is to obtain provisions cheap, and the 
fact that all the pilgrim caravans Avhieh have yet arrived have, on examination and 
<;ross-examination, told the same story as to having fimiid provisions cheap and all 

‘ Sic. Qy. “ J ” for “ Juiii,” or ‘‘ L” for “ le,” 
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quiet at Khartoum and Berber, is very cogent evidence that those places Avcrc safe 
when the pilgrims passed tlu’ough tlu'm. 

This naturally leads to the question of dates, w bich is really the e.s.scncc of the main 
question as to B('rbi'r. Noav it Avas on tlu' olst ]May that Osman Digna celebrated, 
with artillery and rillc firing, the fall of Berber. If tlu; eleven messengers aaJio 
brought him the ucavs had really been recently to Berber, they could not have left 
that place later than the 25th May, Avhich may thus be takim to be the latest day that 
they Avcrc in Berber (if at all, for they may have been mere sham messengers). But 
in any event the ncAVS of the eleven messengers is sufficiently disposed of, if any 
reliable information is forthcoming, that Berbi'r had not falh'u on ihc 2Gth May. 
(The details given by these eleve]i messengers are, in ])art, highly improbable, if 
not impo.ssilile, but that is a point which need not b(' invi'sf igated if Berber Avas safe 
on the 2Gth IMay.) The first news an'ecliug this qiu'stion arriA'cd in Suakin on the 
9th .Tune by an Egyptian scout named Hamid IMobamnu'd, avIio stated that ho had 
.seen General Gordon’s letti'r in ansAM'r io a copy of a cypher message' foiwarded from 
here on tlu' 13ih May, i.e., tAventy-seA'cn days before his aivival here ; this Avould gwe 
thirleen and a-half days for the journey to Khartoum, and thirti'cn and a-half days 
back, so that Hamid, if his slory aaiis tnir, left Berber aboul Ihe 30th May, and 
he stated that Avhen be was at Berlier lu' received a ])resent from Hussein Pasha, and 
that provisions AA'cre cheap there, and barges Avorking up to Khartoum. Assuming 
again that Jfussi in’s m ideucc Avas reliable, Berber bad not fallen aaTicu 0‘'mau 
Digna celebrated its fall, but A^as, on the contrary, safe and still occupied by 
Ilusscin Pa.sha. 

The next important cAudence arrived in Suakin on the 19th .Tune, in the shajii' of 
a earaA'an of twenty-one Takroori pilgrims, aaIio stated that tlu'y spimt a Aveek in 
BeiT)er and left there on the 27th I'lsiy, v, lu'u all Avas quiet and provisions Awre cheap. 
This evidence, if reliable, as it ci'rtainly a[)[)car'^ to be, Avould prove that all Avas Avell 
at Berber the day after the last day on wliicli 0''man Digna’s messcngi'rs could po.vsibly 
havc been then', and Avould thus entirely disposi' of their neAvs of its fall. And this 
pilgrims’ ('\i(lcuee is eorroborati'd by that of anotlu'r set of pilgrims Avho arrlA'ed lierc 
on the 2t)th ultimo, and stated that they left Khartoum on the 23rd IMay and Berber 
on the 7th Jiuu', and that thi'v found all quiet and food cheap at both places. The 
previous inargin of dates had hitherto been too narroAv to be altogether satisfactory, 
but noAV it was increased to thirteen days, viz., from the 25th IMay to the 7th June, 
and this, of course, disposi's enVctually of the ucavs industrimivly circulated by Osman 
Digna on the 31st May that Beiber had fallen. And it seems ([uite clear that all news 
of the fall of Berber which has since bet'n circulating in this district is based on the 
ri'joicings in Osman’s camp on the 31st May. And it seems more than probable that the 
noAA’’s of the fall of Berbi'r, Avhicb bas reached Cairo through the Nih' Valley, originated 
at the same source as Osman’s and was, in fact, mauufaetured for strategic purposes by 
a conclaA'C of the Mahdi’s principal supporters. 

But, hoAvever, the news Avas originally pul into circulation, tbere can be no doubt 
that the ('ITcct of it Avas to considerably strengthen O.-.mau Uign.i's hand by attracting 
to bis standard those tribi'S a\Tio after Tamai assumed a neutral attitude; but Avhen 
they discover the deception practised on them, they Avill no doubt resume their 
neutrality, or more jirobably throAv, in their lot against their deeeiA'cr. 

In fact, I myself am strongly of opinion that Avheu the railway shall have been 
completed to Bir-IIandoob (12 miles over levi'l ground), and that place, Avith its avcIIs, 
strongly occupied, the local trilics Avill be seriously impressed Avith the power of steam 
and other forces of civilization, and di'llnitely ahandoii Osman Digna and embrace 
the palpably stronger side, so that the Berbi'r road may, in fact, be reopened before 
the raihvay is completed. I am, thcrefori', now of opinion that Osman Digna’s recent 
refusal to listen to any proposals of terms is not a matter of serious importance, 
although I see no ri'ason to modify the A'iews which at the beginning of iMarch last led 
me to telegraph to Sir Evelyn Baring, volunteering to go to Digna’s Avith the object 
of persuading him to come in; the present and the tlien existing circum.stanees being 
substantially dilforont. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BAKER. 


| 40 ^] 
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No. 102. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 21.) 

Cairo, July 11, 1884. 

^ /^HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, extracted ^^0“ 
fif'Yptien ” of yesterday’s date, a Eetnrn showing that 1,986 cases have been jd]udi- 
catSl upon hy the new^ Natiye Tribunals from the 1st to the 30th June, and 2,684 

further cases have been tried and await judgment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 102. 

Extract from the “ Moniteur Egyptien^' of July 10, 1884. 


Tableau RecapitulaHf des Xffaireg pass&s clevautles nouveau* Tribnnaux Indigtnea du 1« au 30 Join, 1884. 



Pour Ic Procureur-General, 

(Signe) CHEPIN MANSOXJR. 


No. 103. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 21.) 

Cairo, .July 11, 1884. 

^ I^^HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a teh'gram from tho 
Mudir of Dongola, dated Debbah, yesterday, in which he proposes to enter mto 
nec-otiations with Saleh Sheikh of the Kabhabish, and to send rifles to him. 

^ I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 103. 

The Governor of Dongola to the Cabinet of the Khedive. 

/rr^Un-vonliimip 1 Dehbah, le \() Juillet, 1884, 

i“All sa iottvo du 27 Cl.aaba.i (21 .ruiu) lo fils do I'udlallal, licy Salob, 
mo (Idclarc qu’il n’a jamais iiaotisd avoi- los vobollos; qii’au ooiifmirc, il a cu ™Joiji3 
“in d'on dvitor Ic <'ontaot, ot quo tons los Avabcs savont «t du do, 

Turcs. 


Afin do protegcr sa pcrsonnc, sos biens, et Ics services qui lui sont confics, 
le dit Saleh demande 6, avoir des armcs Remington, qu’il rendrait h la premi6re 
requisition. 

11 m’a charge d’etre I’interprete dc scs sentiments dc fiddlite au Gouvernement de 
Son Altesso et dc sa bonne determination a servir sa cause. 

Pour me I’attircr davantage, j’ai rdpondu a la sollicitation du dit Saleh dans les 
tcrmes donnant bcaucoup a cspercr de I’appui qu’il aura a fournir au Gouvernement 
dc Son Altesso, ct j’ai mis sous scs ordres les deux tribus d’El llurarir et d’El Sourab, 
qu’il n’a pas refuses. 

L’ambition qu’il a dc rchausscr son prestige par les armcs qu’il demande 
I’a engage a venir jusqu’a chez mol memc pour les demander afln d’avoir de 
Pascendant sur toutes les autres tribus. J’ai trouve dans ses demarches une occasion 
qui m’ost inoontcstablcment avantagoiisc ct quo jc u’ai pas cru devoir negliger en 
usant dc mon raieux pour obtonir des couditions precises dc coaction. 

Telle cst ma position vis-a-vis du dit Saleh que j’ai I’honneur d’exposer a votre 
Altesso, avee pri6rc de vouloir bien m’adresscr les ordres qui me serviront de ligne de 
conduito. 


No. 104. 

Mr. Enerton to Earl Granville.—(Received Julu 21.) 

(No. 694.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 11, 1884. 

IN view of the inspection of Egyptian affairs now taking place in London, 
Colonel Scott Moncrieff has strongly urged mo to lose no time in informing your 
Lordship that tliere must be a radical change in tho railway management, “ or else 
things may come to a deadlock.” lie tliinks it "absolutely necessary to take some 
measures,” and that, “ if it wore impossible otherwise to remove the French voice in 
tlic managoment of the railways, he would advise giving up to them entirely tho 
Domains and tlio Da'ira on condition tliat the railway and port remained in our 
hands.” 

I inclose a copy of a letter reccnvcd from Mr. Le Mesurior, President of tho 
Railway Board, urging that tho manag('mont of the railway should he in one rather 
than in three Imnds, and also an abstract ft’om a letter of Mr. Money to me in the 
same sense. 

It is quite clear that in railway management the French and English systems are 
very diflbront; the former is more centralized and requires more routine and paper 
work; tho English demands fewer hands witli more active personal supervision of the 
working, and h'avcs more latitude and responsibility with the officials. 

I have, of course, no means of obtaining an exact comparison of the relative 
working cost of the two systems if applied to these Egyptian railways, but assuming, 
from statements made to me, that the English management would reduce working 
expenses and increase receipts and atford a more rapid transmission of goods, I believe 
that onr system would prove more bonefieial to this country. 

On the other hand, the tame Egyptian nature is suited hy the French routine, 
and certainly the Egyptian member of the Board is in entire unison with his French 
colleague in tho latter’s views respecting the management of the traffic and treatment 
of employes. 

It is in consequence of a strong appeal that I have caused to be made to him that 
Mr. 'VVright, the Chief Engineer of the railway, Avhose departure would bo a loss here, 
has consented to di'fer sending in his resignation in consequence of his treatment by 
the French and Egyptian members of tho Railway Board. 

A minute and inquisitorial supervision is exercised by the Board to which 
Englishmen arc unaccustomed; Mr. Wright, a first-rate raihvay manager, assures me 
that he could not now whitewash a shed Avithout obtaining an order on application to 
the Central Bureau, after giving his reasons in writing for the application. 

May I ask your Lordship to inform Sir E. Baring of the opinion now so urgently 
pressed hy Colonel JMonerietV, for 1 venture to think that some arrangement might he 
made to put an end to eonfliet in this Department. 

Before leaving the subji'ct, I should mention that Nubar Fasha is not likely to 
chime in vith the jiroposal to put Freuebmeu at the head of the Domains and Da'ira, 
as he lias frequently expressed to me his anxiety that the French element shoukl 
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disarpc^v from tiu' Domains, nl.icli sliould l,o managod l.,v an Englisliman, witli 
left move than at nivscut to the natives, and he eontined to tlie 
' [ have not vet spoken to his E.veelleney about tins vovy uv-ent railnaj difllculty. 
* I liave, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIK U. EGEETON. 


Iiielosurc 1 in No. lOt. 


Mr, Lc Met'Urier to Mr. lujcrtou. 

(Conridoiitial.) 1884 , 

iviHim- mv'oiiinl.m upon (lu- inlomutional Jigopliau ddministra am. nmu a 1 dnlj 
ii-ith .7lV.mme to the vaihvap, (ologTald-., and iK.vl of Alexanuna, ..1 nlmdiLomdl 

ConAilution undoa a Dcamoa ot the ytl, 

for a Board of live mor.ibei',,Ti 2 ., Uvo Englishmen, one Irejiym. . and I . . .„,J t . • 

An Engli-lnnan always to he President. On the dea h of ’s'd on the 

-\Pi,TioU a nmv Dc‘eree nas issued dated the 25th Dcecnihta' h. se I on the 

ddibeiatious of the Commissioners of the BiddicDebt under (hilcol tlie gmd Deeembei, 

’‘®‘°Bvthisl)cerc.eitrvaa ordained that the Adminiyulion should 

ot onlv tliree memliers—an Engli-lnnan, a Ireiiehman, and an E^xplian. 

’'“=’Lti;:;vililbe’’lt'r consisted of five members. ,„o ot uhom neve piglisbrnen 
the pii. iomleratins inllueneo me inuelieall.v in English 'y^ 

eireninstaneos at least one Eagiish memhov oL the Eoavd nas .il\\a,s pi. md 

matters now are, the Egviitian meml.er of ihe Ih ard(for the monumt a Ercnch 
trained Pasha oL‘ Turkish ('xtraetion) almost iinunahly supports mr> line oL poUcy 
views of the English President or tending to eripple the aetion of the 

to bring to hear against the votes of the 

“"^'rndm‘';hi“eimunslauees it is absolutely needless tor me to l»ip "p 
utlerlv tain must be any elVorls ot Iho Englisbumu to earry on any l«l < , l'« 
business ot the Administration in aceordaueo uilh his o«u experienei. All Liyl . 
iiillnenee and training tor liie staff ot all nalionalilies is at leasi hopelesslj MeaKent , 

I a ed rt to rahe the eonddion and improvo the tone and eharneler o the 
IVvirtian stair on English prinelples is impeded or frustrated. The a.pou ol almost 
raxVv E-vlitian memliev ot tlie Hoard ot rvliom no iiave had eNpericiieo liy ‘ 

or less stelmOv opposed lo retorm, as are nndersland Iho meaning oi the no d, ami 
,Uis 'ipiile irras'peedive ot early ednealion. It the English 

mere dummy Ih-esident, no doulit mailers ivould go on u ilhout ''"sy"'’' ) * 
understood that the appointment was made nith that • 

SeiX^aetivi-funetioU in tlu> eouduei of husiuess, u ith every dehul of whu-l 1 c is 
thoroughly and intimately aeciuaiuted, there must he endless trouble 
ulterly\ui)versive of all satislhetory organization, eeonomy, and diseipliiu 
Xtinm' to he the ease, e^ on if m-ery etTort is made by all eoneerued to st.lle and 
sunpress all sense of nationalitii'.s, simply heeause the respeetivo inodes of eom netmg 
business, and dealing nith the Government, the puhlie, and their subordinates aie 

ilSnipXihie to dcserilie the extent to whieh Uiesi>_ complieations make them- 
i-elves felt to the utter prejiidiee of the whole Administration, tt may he eontulent y 
asserted that this eonelusiou has heim arris ed at by every nnprejudiced poison 
in Egypt vho is capable of forming an opinion. The existing eonddion ot allaiis 

the Uiulwav Administration is simply impossible. it..... .i,,. 

’ It is a dinieult matter at all times to insure harmony ot action hetnien tl c 
diir.Teiit hrancdies of a railway service; the strong teudemys t() inti'r-departini'utal fi ml 
Mould he much inlensilled by any attempt to subdivide the Adnunistration ^ e.stal- 
lishiiu- one hraiieh on one svstem, and another on amdher system ,_hy making 
iiislauei'a Ereneh 'I'rallie Department on Ihvueli principles _ under luvneh direction, 
an English Pugineeriiig or Loeomolise service, and an Egyptian Accounts 0 
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Change and transpose them as may he, confusion must ensue. 

As an alternative it may he suggesh'd that an .Vdministration organized upon the 
principle of one of the large Indian railways (ov.'v oiu' of which, the Great Indian 
Peninsula ilailway, I lor several years held the ivspon.-ihle control) -would jirohably 
meet all the rc(|uircments of the case. 

Tlie stall might consist of employes of all nationalities, hut the control of the 
whole should he vested in one individual. Exjierienee in Egypt proves incontestably 
that Avhilc Administrations under hut single chiefs arc siieeessful, those worked by 
compound Boards arc failures. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) IIENBY P. LE MESTJEIER. 

Note .—In Ecbrnary 1877, before tlie arrival of the present Ercnch member, 
General Marriott obtained from Ismail Paslia a sliort Decree defining bis powers as 
President, and giving liim a casting vote and other privileges. 1711011 this Decree was 
produced at a Board meeting, it Avas objected to by the Ercnch member, upon whose 
representations, tliroiigli the Ercnch Consul-General, the Decree was Avitlidrawn. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 101. 

Mr. Money to Mr. Eyerton. 

(Extract.) Cairo, July 9, 1884. 

THE Itaihvay Adminislratioii is not a success. The chief reason is the friction 
and ahscnco of agrcenKmt at the Board, and the disheartening olfects thereof. Under 
the present international system math'vs may get Avorsc, hut will eerlainly get no 
better. 

The only remedy is to suhstitute one Avill for three. The best remedy would be 
the adoption of llu* Indian system. As fur as the raihvay itself is concerned, and the 
interests of the country, it Avould he far hettcr to suhstitute for the present form of 
administration a purely Ercnch one, in default of an English one. 

My only belief is that unless a change of system he effected, the Railway 
Administration Avill end by hc'coming mainly Ercnch. This has been the undoubted 
result clsewdieri', but in the Raihvay Administration it would, I think, from the 
Engli.sb point of viciv, be a consummation to bo regretted. 

It may be asked Avby this result is to be apprehended, seeing that it has not yet 
come to pa.ss. I Avould answer that the Eri'iieli and English modes of AA’orking are 
different; that there has been eonsoquont friction and divergence cA’cr since (by the 
abolition of the second English member) there has been equality of influence at the 
Board ; that soonin- or lati'r this friction and tension must result in one side getting the 
iippi'v hand, and tluit such ])r('dominance, crctcris j)aribus, Avill he dccitled by the 
leaning of the Egyptian imuaher. 

At present, tlie sympathy of most Mgyiitians is rather for the French tlian for us, 
and the general idea that Eri'iieh inlluimee is gaining ground in Egypt tends to gh'c a 
freer scope to the manifestation of that sympathy. The eventual result must bo, I 
fear, Avbat I have indicated. 


No. 105. 

Mr. Eqerton lo Earl Granville.—(Eeceived July 21.) 

(No. C95.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 11, 1881. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from Major Ivitclumer to Sir 
Evelyn Wood dated the 8th instant from Kovosko, the substance of M'bieli I liaix' liad 
the honour to forward to your Lordshij) by my telegram No. 103 of the Stli, but 
AAliieli contains a fciv other details besides those already reported by me. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDMMN II. EGERTON. 
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Inclosiu’c in No. 105, 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegi’apliic.) Korosko, July 8, 1884. 

ARAB came in last niglit four clays from Abu named; has been living in village 
two hours from there for last three months; was employed previously by Post. lie 
assorts Berber news to he true, also that of force marching on Dougola under 
Heddai. 

He says there are 200 soldiers avIio went over after fall of Berber Avith Ileddai; no 
guns. Rohatat, under Abu Hegel, 5,000 at Abu Hamed, Avitli 3,000 rifles from 
Berber. They took him Avhen he started, hut lot him go again ; ho saAA'^ Abu Hegel; 
says tliey arc not coming here, hut mean to defend Abu Hamed. 

Cultivation of land recommencing. Khartoum still holding out. Cuzzi has been 
sent to Gordon aaRIi terms; Malidi has sent Gordon his uniform, or Dervish dress, 
and promised to make him Emir if ho will wear it. Mahdi at Zehol Gcdir, on White 
Nile; dates letters from thence; has had trouble Avith Hamar tribe, hut has beaten 
them. 

This news Amluntcored Avithout any hint on my part. Saleh of Kahhahish at 
Kedjina, ten days Avest of Old Dougola, has not joined Gordon or rebels. Hussein 
Pasha Khalifa confined to his house at Berber, quite Avell. 

Osman Digna says he is quite prepared to kill any English coming from Suakin, 
and does not Avant assistance from Berber garrison. 

I am beginning to think there must he something in this Hamar news, and if 
Saleh could he induced to join them, it might he good for Khartoum. 

Arab repeats story of Mudir of Dougola claiming to he Emir, and requesting 
Hacldai to have matter referred. 


No. 106. 

Mr. Eqerion to Earl Granville.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. G96.) 

ily Lord, Cairo, July 12,1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose two telegrams received from Colonel Duncan. 

The first tends to show tliat Hussein Pasha Khalifa’s sons arc working actively 
oil their OAvn nccount. 

Mahmoud, of AAdiom I hear a good account, is no doubt under the influcnc"! of 
his more intriguing brother, Saleh. 

As for the recommendation to send English troops to Wady Haifa, in the second 
telegram, T do not think it AA'ill he complied Avith. 

Wady Haifa and Korosko are ad\'aneed ])osts; to send an English detachment 
there and AvithdraAV it luuh'r ('xtremc jiressure avouUI have a had ell'cct, and without 
extreme pressure there is not much use in its being there. 

Indeed, Avith the steamers manned by our navy on the river there need not he 
much fear of these Iaa'o posts; moreover, avc have no reason to believe that the 
largo rebel force mentioned as being at Abu Hamed Avill cross the desert in great 
numbers. 

The telegram I send from Colonel Trotter at AVady Haifa is an interesting one. 

The report of the victory of the Dougola troops over the rebel forces under 
El-Hoda, last Sunday AA’cek, receives fiA'sh confirmation. 

The story that Mr. Cuzzi has gone to Khartoum is further repeated, and that of 
the Mudir of Dougola’s coquetting Avith the Mahdi is also confirmed. I believe, 
lioAVovcr, that in this respect he is deceiving the people. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAVIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 106. 

Colonel Duncan to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, July 10, 1884, 8 r.M. 

NOTHING received from \ou; lint* oui of gear. Secret service officer returned 
from Di'raAvee. Ho says Alahmoud Bey lias messengers going and coming every day 
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from all parts. He never writes letters; he knows everything that is going on, but is 
Avitb the Government, and is going to Cairo at end of Ramadan to pay respects to the 
Khedive. He says he is sure Berber is fallen, and that if tbe British or Egyptian 
Government does not send a rclii'ving army ho Avill take 4,000 Arabs and do it him¬ 
self. The officer Avent into the mountains and saAV many Bishareens ; they are all 
right as yet. Shemaun has been AAdthin three hours of DeraAvee, trying to raise them 
by letters from Mahdi, but Avithout success. Arabs all say Berber lias fallen and 
Dongola will folloAV; but they say next place attacked Aviil be Korosko. They 
watch all the army movements, and are much afraid of English troops. Mahmoud 
Bey professes loyalty. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 106, 

Colonel Duncan to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, July 11, 1884. 

AN important letter rccciA^ed here by a man from his partner in Dongola, named 
Eranco Kagro. 

On the 21st .Tune the Mudir proclaimed himself Emir of Dongola under the 
authority of the Alahdi, and made all the Christians, including Pranco himself, turn 
Mussulman. AARdy Haifa had belter be reinforced, and by an English regiment. 
Inglcfield Avants Iavo companies of English and two guns, because ho believes that 
there are 3,000 rebels at Abu Hamed, meditating an advanoo. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 106. 

Colonel Troller to General Sir E, Wood. 

(Telegraphic.)^ Wady Haifa, July 11, 1884. 

IMESSENGER Avith letti'r to Nooreddin Bey, and Mamish Aga left 1 P.M., and 
will bring answer on tenth day if not delayed at Dongola. Should you Avish to add 
anything, camel post leaves hero 7 a.m. and takes seA'en days. 

Merchani, six days’ from Dongola en route Cairo, informs mo his family loft 
Dcbba after fight on 6 Ramadan. 

Deserter from Hedaye (El-Hoda) Avarned troops of attack, Avhich AA^as delivered 
3 A.M. ; great loss of (meniy, a\ ho is not supported by other tribes, and has no rifles. 
Mudir left for Debba Avith civilians, leaves on noAvs of fight, but aaus back at Oordeh 
Avhen my informant hit, and Nooreddin and Mamish Avcrc aAvay at Dcbba. 

Tranquillity proA^ails at Dongola, but merchants ajipear desirous to leave. He 
tells me he has seen men from Berber, Avhich fell Avithout resistance and few casualties, 
and rebel Chief Avas carrying on the government, assisted by the late Governor. 
Ho says Cuzzi Avas set frei* and left for Khartoum at his oavu request. Gordon is 
making daily sallies north, extent of Avhich is only limited by rocks and shoals. 

One hundred men from Khartoum had joined Hedaye, aaIio armed them Avith 
sticks and sjiears. They deserted after light and joined Aludir. I am inclined 
partially to bidievo my informant, but numbers killed, namely, 3,042, arc startling; 
also, on the otlu'r hand, I hear Mudir tries to exouei'ati' himself to the Alahdi, and 
tells Hedaye**^ not to attack him, as Ik' is an agent of the Alahdi. 

Aly nu'ssenger Avill go to Debba if neither of yoAir friends are at Dongola. 

Duncan Avires that Aludir has gone over openly. 


No. 107. 

Mr. Eqerton to Earl Granville.—[Received Juhi 21.) 

(No. 697.) ‘ 

Aly Lord, Cairo, July 12, 1S81. 

AVITH reference to my No. 658, I have the honour to inclose a police report 
respecting the Greek voluutei'rs arrived at Alexandria for the i-elief of Gordon. 

^ The other day 1 Avas a.sked by a gentleman A\ho said he Avas charged by some 
ladies of Alexandria to ask me if avc Avould (mrul tlu'se mmi; I said, ei'rtainly not; ” 

lloda and Iledajo are iioiijnious. 







64 


65 


I was also asked by a police authority to press for their being sent hack, hut I have no 
intention oC doing so, or of mixing myself in any Avay with this incomprehensible and 
apiJareutly foolish Greek action, the motives of which, however, may he reasonable, 
namely, a desire to free Greece of a lurhulenL element. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ’ EWIN H. EGERTON= 


Inelosure in No. 107. 

Police Report. 

A M. le Dejiute Insjicctcur-General, Division d’Alexandrie. 

DES informations prises il resulto que les qucl(|ues Grocs portant le costume 
Alhanais qui sc trouvent ici depuis quelque temps, et dout j’ai cu rhomrour de vous 
annoncer ii temps lour arrivec', sent commaiides par le Capitaine Stefano, do Macedoine, 
cordonnier de profession, mais il sc donna ensuite an brigandage apivs avoir commis 
plusieurs crimes. 

Le Gouverncment Ilelleuiqxie etant trop faihle pour le detruirc avee sa handc, il 
lui pardonna avee tons ses compagnons. 

Mainteuant il parait qu’ila forme un coiq)s de cinq cents volonlaires pour allcr au 
Soudan comhattre le Maluli. 

Il est done renw ici avee une dizainc de ses compagnons pour sonmettre ses 
services au Gouvernement. 

Il s’ost rendu a cct etVet au Cairo, mais le iMinistre do Guerre lui repoudit qu’il y 
a encore deux mois ii attcudre avaut rouverture de la campagne du Soudan. Do 
retour Yendredi soir dii Cairo, il lit comiaitre a ses compagnons la reponso du 
Ministero ct on memo temps son intention de retuuvner cu Givec', invitant ceux qui 
voulaient en faire autant de le suivre. 

Tons CCS homines logout dans uu hotel au Bazar dcs Coiicombrcs ct tons lours 
frais sent payes par le capitaine. 

Alexandrie, le 7 Juillet, 1884. 


No. 108. 

Mr. Eejerton to Earl Granville,—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 700.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 12, ISSI. 

UNDER ordinary circumstances I sliould not have dreamt of sending to your 
Lordshi}) a copy of a Ercneh complaint against tlie Customs and Quarantine Board, 
such as that Avhich I liorcAvith inclose, hut I do so Avith the sole object of enabling 
your Lordship’s OfTiee at once to contradict any fresh slalt'im'ut founded on this 
incident, which might he made to you, respecting the “turpitudes” of British otficials 
in Egypt. 

The following arc the circumstances;— 

Owing to the quarantine at Alexandria against Marseilles, Ercnch correspondence 
has to undergo a process of fumigation and pricking in accordance A\'ith the system 
current in this part of the Avorld. 

The Ercnch liaA’c privileges respecting their mail-hags, hut the regulations for the 
famigation of each letter put the correspondeuci' in the hands of the Sanitary 
authoriti(‘s, and it Ai'as then discoA'cred that certain boxes, evidently containing 
jcAvclh'ry, Avere amongst tlu' objects in llu' Ijag, and these Avere detained in order to 
pay duty after being opened in th(' jiresisice of tlu* proper authoriti('s. 

Thus, by the accident of quar.uitine, contraband A\as discoA'cred, a matter in itself 
adAnntageous, Imt unfortunately tlu' fact of the Sanitary Board and the Customs being 
diroct<'d ])y Euglishnu'n, (iiahI tlie Consul and produced the inclosed complaint. 

AMiilst on tins subject, 1 may mention that a short A\hile back the Ercnch 
Consul lu're returned a communication made to him by the Commandant of Cairo, an 
Englishman, Avith a note that tlie Consulate could not rcceiA'’c it or recognize liim as a 
<*hanncl for correspondeuci' wilh it, the proper Otliee to eomraunicate with the Ercnch 
Consulate being till' Eri'feeture of Police; an Otriee Avbieh I should mention, uoav no 
longer I'xists, haAung been abolished by IMr. Clill'ord Idoyd. 

T mention these cases as perhaps your Lordship may hear coiujdaints from Ercnch 


sources of the English ofllcials concerned Avhose Aiorst fault, after all, seems to he 
their nationality. 

I liaA'c, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. ECERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 108. 

M. Monge to Nuhar Pasha. 

M. Ic IVIinistrc, Alc.randi ie, le 8 Juillet, 1884, 

J’AI riionneur de vous transmettre ci-joint, en copie, un dossier compose de 
sept pieces, qui viennent de m’elre remises jxar JM, Evaux, lleceAeur des Postes 
Erauqaises a Alexandrie. 

Al. Evaux expose quo s’etant presente pour rctiror de la qiimujitainc Ics plis 
charges apportes par le paquebot la “Si'yne” le 25,Inin dernii'r, a])res I’expiration de la 
periode quarantenaire ])revue par les reglements, roffieier sanitaire du ])ort lui a refuse 
la livraison de quatre lettres rccommandei's adri'ssdc^ a ^EM. Zivy, I’reves, bijoutii'rs ii 
Alexandrie, allegiiant (pie la Douane a\ait saisi ('utro ses mains les quatre lettres, 
parce qn’elles renlermainit di'S obji'ts ])as',lbles di' droits d’entive. 

]\l. Evaux s’est vainemeni adressti a Mr. IMieville, Ibnsident du Conseil Sanitairi' 
IMaritinu'et Quarantenaire, en faisant ressortir aux yeux de ce fonctionnaire qne la 
remisi'des correspondanees au lazaret dans un but sanitaire constituait uu veritable 
de])(')t (lout I’Administration Quarantimaire n’avait ])as le droit de si' ih'ssaisir entre les 
mains d’un tiers, alors que la Douane ii’avait aucun (Iroit de cent role sur des correspon- 
danccs postales que doit couvrir le secret le jdus absolu. 

Les diimarehcs de TAgcnt des Postes son! demeurces sans rijsultat, ct le Dirccteur 
do la Douane locale lui a notillc dans une lottrc cn date du 3 de ce mois, la saisie par 
lui opereo dcs quatre boites adrcssces a MM. Zivy, Ereres. 

L’incident que jc viens de riisiimer est sans jiiveedent. La Donani', dirigee par un 
Anglais, use de la complaisance inqualillable du President Anglais de TAdministration 
Quaranti'uaire, et prolite du di'pet par suite de cireonstanci's fortuites, des correspon- 
danccs Eraiujaises dans un local Egyptien pour s’arroger uu droit di' contrhh' sur cos 
corre.spondanees ct pour saisir des plis dont notre Administration Postale est tenue dc 
i'aire respeeter I’inviolabiliti'. 

En supposant riiypothcse (pie la Douane iiosscde un droit de surA’cillance sur les 
correspondanees I'drangi'i'cs, on ne pent ipi’etre surpris qu’clle ait attendu pour 
rexcrci'r la eireonstanee iiarticuliere dont je parlc ci-dessus, ci qui donni' a son 
iutci’A'cntion tons les earaetrres d’uu acte arbitraire. 

La eonduite di' i\lr. iMieville ne me semble pas moins reprehensible que eelle du 
Dirccteur de la Douam. President d’une Administration esscutic'llement intcr- 
uationale son devoir etait netlement trace. 11 di'A'ait se refuser a toute immixtion 
de la Douane dans des o[)eralions purement sanitaires, ct no se dessaisir, cn aucun cas, 
entre les mains d’un tiers des correspondanees cpii lui etaieut contlees a litre de diipot 
dans un but parlaitement determine. 

Jc crois inutile, 31. le nlinistre, de deA'elop])er plus longuement les eonsequenccs 
qui resulteraicnt th' I’accejitation du priucipc, sans accord prealabh' eutri' I'Egypte et 
la Eranee, de rimmixtion douanier dans le service des Postes E'rani'tiises. 

J’apprends aujourd’hui que la Douane, cncouragee par ses premiers actes, vient 
encore de saisir tons les plis chargds arrii'es par le dernier bateau d’Europe. 

J’esphri', ]\r. h' iMinistre, ipi’appreciaut toute la gravite des faits que je vieus de 
A ous cxpo.ser, \ ous A'oudrez liien douiicr les ordres ndccssaircs pour ipi’i! soit mis un 
termo aux faeons administratives rudimentaires di' la Douane d’Alexandrie et pour 
que les plis ri'commandtis saisis par cite au prejudice de la Poste Ehunyaise soient sans 
retard rcstitues ii notre llecevcur des Postes, qui agira ii leur egard d’apres les Ri^gle- 
ments dc son Administration. 

Je laissc a votre Excellence le soin de blamer sevi'rement la eonduite du 
Dircch'ur dc la Douane et du Pri''sid('nt du Conseil Sanitaire International et de 
m’eviter ainsi le deplaisir que j’aurai I'l saisir mon Gouvernement de cot incident 
regrottahlo. 

Veuillcz, (&c. 

(Sigim') J. MONGE. 


S 
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No. 109. 

Mr. Eijcrton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 701.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 13, 1881. 

AT my request, Colouels Gibbous and Johnson, both officers of considerable 
ability, noAV acting in the absence of General and Colonel Baker as beads of the police 
bore, have given me their views—the result of their practical experience—on questions 
connected with the reform of the present police system. 

They both deprecate any radical change, and certainly this department, as well as 
others hero, would seem to require repose from harassing and unrest produced by 
frequent changes. 

From conversation with Nubar Pasha I should be surprised if he proved unreason¬ 
able with respect to the disciplinary autliorily over the police, which it certainly 
would be a mistake, as fatal to police efficiency, to confide to the Mudirs. As regards 
keeping the police to the large towns, such, Nubar Pasha assures me, and Colonel 
Johnson confirms bis statement, would not be practically much of a change from the 
present system, which leaves the village Avork to the gaffirs. Of course, in case their 
services be required, as will be constantly the case, the police ^^ill be sent to work in 
the villages, but under normal circumstances the police Avork in the villages Avill be 
left to the local gaffirs. 

Tbcre can be no question of making any altcrati(m in the old institution of the 
gaffirs paid bv the villagers and townspeople, Avhosc numltcr cannot be much less than 
100,000. 

I do not presume, Avithout knoAvledge of the interior of this countiy, to give any 
opinion on the police organization, but I have practical reason to fear, Irom reports 
made to mo, tliat excellent though tin' reforms and econonu('s IMr. Clilford Lloyd may 
have introduced, some relaxation of discipline has been the result of liis regulations, 
and I should naturally give my A’oiee, if speJeen to on the subjeel, in favour of some 
change in this respect, as the conduct of some of the native police is not satisfactory; 
they shoAV apathy, and sometimes ('A'cn bad fi'('ling, and are no doubt frequently 
AA'orkcd Upon by persons acting Avith sinistc'r political aims, and it is clear to me that 
in a country like Cgypt discipline such as exists in tlu' gendarmerie of most European 
countries is Avhat is absolutely required here. 

On the Avhole, the language of those' capable to express opinions on this sidqect 
leads to the hnpression that the present police system, with such moditlcatious as 
practical experience may find necessary, is preferablo to any fresh disturliancc, and 
that if is for us ratlu'r to point out the direction to Avldch the reforms should tend 
than to lay doAA'u the exact manner in Avhich they should be applied. 

I ha\m, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 

P.S.—I may mention that I have beoi addressed by the French Director of tho 
Domains, who complains of the state of insecurity of the country; but I liaAm not 
heard complaints from other sources of late. 

E. n. E. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 109. 

Notes by Colonel Gibbons on Eyyplian Police. 

THE reorganization of the police at the commencement of the year was sound in 
principle, the amalgamation of the prc'fecture police, toAvn police, and gendarmerie 
being a great reform. With r('fercnc(' to this, it is Avorth mentioning that last year 
the police of Cairo cost about 00,000/. per annum, viz., toAvn police, 33,000/.; 
gendarmerie, 18,000/.; and pri'feeture police, 9,000/. This year the total cost of tho 
three amalgamated forces is 33,000/., Avhile tlu' AVork is much better done. 

The discipline regulations draA\n up and put in force by IMr. Clitford Lloyd are 
quite unsuitable. Even supi'rior English officers arc dc'privi'd of all power of 
imprisonment or Mimmary punishment. A force composed of uneducated conscripts, 
most of Avhom belong('d to Ainbi’s arniy^ many of nljoui are the fugitivi'^ from 
the first battle of Teb, has bei'u placed umh'r the ‘'unu' civil discipline as respectable 
and Avell-cducatcd English and Ti-ish policemen at home. 
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IVIr. Clifford Lloyd’s plan of Avorking the ])olice under the Ministry of the Interior 
for the prevention and detection of crime is sound in theory, but it logically 
involves— 

1. Abandoning the French judicial system, by Aihicli the, polica; ar(' sulqect to the 
Procurcur-Gendral and the IMinistry ol'.) n-,tic(‘ for criminal ioA'cstigatioiAs ; and (2) the 
abolition of tin' power and i\‘sponsIbility of the Zsludirs. Tdie latter cannot bo 
held responsible for ord('r so long as tin' |!olice is diisK'lcd, as at the commencement of 
the year, from the ]\[iuislry of tin'. Interior, orders being, as often as not, given to the 
police direct instead of through the Mudirs. 

Assuming that tho (loA'v'rnment h;i-, decided to make the IMudirs responsible for 
ord('r, and the Procureur-Gcneial lor crime investigation, to avoid intolerable friction, 
AAC must return to last year’s Avay of AVorking Avith the loeal authorities. A French 
judicial system and Frefi'ls (Mudirs) involves a system of police similar to the 
Continental a-endarmes—under tho Mudirs for daily Avorking, under the j\linislry 
of Justice for crime detection, and under the Insiiector-General and his officers for 
discijdine, promotions, apj)ointments, and transfers. 

'riiis s; stem is, I think, the only one that Avill AA^Ark under present circumstances, 
and prcA'cnt oppression. 

The English Deputy Inspcctors-Goneral and Inspectors of Police Avill be a great 
safeguard against injustice and extortion. d’hey, continually inspecting in the 
provinces Avith full ])owers of inquiry aiid calling for information, although AAitbout 
executive aulbority, Avill, if Avell selected, and made to learn Arabic, knoAV everything 
that is goiiAg on. 

M'hey aaIU be assisted by tbi' police, Avbo, looking to them and not to the Mudirs 
for adA’anc<'ment, Avill inform them of all that occurs, and enable them to keep the 
Egyptian Covernment informed of all aets of cruelty and extortion. Should,howcA'cr, 
a's Nubar L’asha ))roposes, the IMiulirs b(' em];oAV('rcd to punish and promote the police, 
AA'e shall luiAc no Jiieaus of obtaiiiing information. IVe must, AA'hile keeping the 
disc!j)!ini', deserve the coniidence of the IMudirs by ju’omptly attending to all aa'cII- 
fouiuh'd complaints nmde by them against members of the force 

While on the subject of oppression, assuming that the Procureur-Gendral’s 
Department is to continue charged Avith criminal investigation, its importance cannot 
be OA'cr-cstimated, and it shoidd be strengtheiied by a European ele]iiC7rt. At present 
all the Proeurcurs and jAiges d’Instruetion are natives, many of thenr corrupt and 
inefficient. Tlu' mode of Avorking reconmu'ndc'd above' is in fact much Avhat avc 
arc doing at ])r('-.v'i't, and at no time has tlu' general Avorking of the police been better 
than for the hist few Aveeks. 

IThile adAocating, owing to the ciicumstauees of tho cases, changes in 
IMr. Clilford Lloyd’s AAuy of Avorking tlu' police, I Avould strongly urg(' that no radical 
change should be mad(' in its compositio]i or organization, beyond certain reductions 
in expcnditur<‘, to the extent of about 20,000/. per annum, Avhieh can be gradually and 
quietly carried out. 

(Signed) F. GIBBONS, 

Deputy Inspeelor-Generul, Egyptian Police. 

Cairo, July 12, 1881. 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 109. 

Notes by Colonel Johnson on the Constitution and on Proposals for Reorganizing the 

Egyptian Rural Police. 

I PROPOSE to confine my remarks ontiiu'ly to the purely rural police, as it is 
AAuth reference to their organization only that serious difierenees of opinion appear to 
exist. 

It may bo AA’orth AAdiilc to look back at the original organization as Mr. Clilford 
Lloyd found it in September 1883.*' 

Each Mudirieh then had a certain number of companies of police or consta¬ 
bulary, from four to six ; taking Egypt all round, about four companies per IMudirieh 
AA'as ]v'vhaps tho aA'erage. Eacli company had fifty men, AAitha Captain and three 
Rubalb'rns, <'ight non-commissioned olfic('rs lu'ing incliah'd amoiig the fifty. Vbout 
one-third the total number Avere mounted. Each I'dudirieh had a Commandant, wha 
held the rank cither of l\rajor or Adjutant Alajor. 

* Tliu old Miistalifizin and Narioi!-. subsidiary forci's liad boon abolished. 
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Those constal)n]aiT wore, as regards their duties in respect of tiie pul)Iic scenritr* 
Tinder ilie alisolnit' orders of the Mudirs, hut as regards their organization, eipiipmcnt, 
and discipline, under the orders of the General commanding the coustahulary and police, 
Balvcr Pasha; and an English inspecting officer Avas apiiointcd to cacli iwo jMudirichs, 
Aidiosc duties Avero nominally courmed to inspection and rcpoid, Init liis poAi crs Avero 
really great, for Ids suggestions Avere rarely unattended to. 

IIoAA'CA'cr the impression arose, there is no donht that up to the middle of 1883 it 
AA'as tacitly accepted hy all classes in Egypt that these English Tns[K'clors, though 
nominally only Inspectors of Police, Averc' really Inspectors of [{('foi ius, and in the early 
part of 1883 their poAver aatts A'ery considerahlc and their inllucucc A'cry salutary. 
Unfortunately only a A'cry fcAi* AA’cre CA'cr sent out from hcad-qiiaricrs to ri'side for any 
length of time in their oAvn districts. From the middle of 1883 tlie odlcials of the 
Turkish party began steadily to recoA'cr the ground t!\ey had lost, as it AA'as found that 
the English of[ic('rs only receh'cd a A'cry limited amount (d‘ suj)port Avhen the uaiiA'c 
officials had courage to oppose them, and hy the end of Si'ptcmhcr 1883 their influence 
AA'as practically nil. 

In one ])roA'ince of Egypt only AA'as a fairly satisfactory system of police AA'ork 
going on at tins time, in the ProA'ince of Fayoum, AA'here an flnglish Inspector*-' had 
heen in residence for oA'i'r four months duriiAg the summer, and ha<l cstahlislual 
thoroughly cordial relations AA'ith tlu' Mii'li''. The jiroA'incc AA'as diA'idc'd into police 
districts, the Sheikhs of A'illagcs in AA’hicIi aa'CI'C ordered hy tlic IMiidir In n'pori to the 
Senior Police Officer of the district all ciimes rind rfleiiees. Pi'gular ri'ports AA'cre sent 
in, ree’ular patrolling I'stahlished, and a fair amouni o!‘ sanitation carriial out in the 
A'iIIag('' under the supi'i'A'ision of the police. 1 take no cri'dit to nnself for this. I 
only mention it to sIioaa' AA'hal could I'asily he done under the old sy,(,'iu AA'liere the 
]\Iudir AA'as AA'illing to go hand in hand AA'ith reform, and AA'liat a strong sli'aightforAA'ard 
policy could huA'c clVeeted in all cases AA'hetlier the IMudir Aia^ Iia' natui'c AA'illing 
or not. 

'file reform eflcctod hy Mr. C. Lloyd, so far a-^ the rural police AA'crc concerned, 
consisted in— 

1. The nominal aholitiou of the jiroyincial iMamours of the Zahtii'h, and the 
taking of tlioir duties l)y tin' local police ollicers. 'I'lii' Clamour of the Zahtieli liad 
heen a soi't of link hetAA'ceii the CiA'il OoA'cruor and the semi-military policeman, lie 
ofiiciated as a sort of ])etty juagistratc, and aPo as a local tax-gatherer. The ^iraetical 
re>ult of the eliangi'Avas that heA\as not aholi^lu'd, as he still carried on his duties 
other than police duties, hut that his inti'rlcrencc A\ith the iiolice in matters alVecting 
till' jmhlic security ci'ased, and the police officers took tlnir orders direct frojii the 

3Iudirs. 

2. The diminution of the numhers of the offic'rs of police, only tAVo heing 
alioAA'i'd to each disti'ict aa here there had heen ahoul I'mir, and the changi' of their 
di'signations from Captain, Lieutenant, &c., to Suh-Inspcctor, lli'ad-Coiistahle, kr. 

3. Idle charging of thi' police officers aa ith the duties mentioned in (1) invoh'cd 
thi'ir acipiaintance AA'ith police matti'rs of aaIucIi they had preA'iously liei'u ki'pt in 
ignorance, and they Avere also ordered to report on sucli matters to hcad-ipiarters ns 
AA'cll as to tlie IMudir. 

I. The dlA'ision of hgypt into threi' divisions, Avith a Deputy Inspi'ctor-General 
for each, Avho had one or Iaao Assistant English Inspectors. 

It Avill he seen at once that change Ao. 3, iinolAing No. 1, AA'as the priiu'ipal 
reform attained; Avlu'ther it could not liavc heen ec[ually aa'cII carrii'd out Avithout 
changing tlie details of thi' organi'/.ation, is a matti'i- Avilh Avhich I am not concerned at 
presi'ut, and I should ci'rtainly not propose to changi' again. Mhat avc Avant, ahoA'e 
all things, is to settle doAvu to our Avork, and gi't a littli' hreathine time, free from 
douht and anxiety as to the stability of our organization. 

Under the old organization the gaflirs, or local Aillagc police, AA'cre not touched; 
and they could not he touched except (1) aaIh'i'c such conditions existed as described 
to he existing in the Fayoum, AA'here they AAere iiiulcr ])olice supervision ; (2) after the 
carrying out of reforms 1 and 3. 

It is (piestionahle AA'hcther it is not both desirable and necessary to deal Avith the 
question uoaa'. 

The Eomhay Village Police Act might he transposed into a Decree to suit this 
country hy a Aery feiA minor alterations. 

L deprecate all violent change in the actual constitution of the police foi’ce at 
present— 

c Tlie writei'. 
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Firstly, because I am satisfied that, though other schemes may he better, it will 
do very Avell if loyally carried out ; secondly, because our great Avant is rest from 
change, and a chance of shoAving of AV'hat the present system is capable of. 

I understand it is noAV proposed— 

1. To place the rural police only in the large toAvns, letting the gaffirs do the 
police duty in the villages. 

2. To place the police under the Mudir, not only as regards police work, hut also , 

as regards discipline and organization. p 

The first is Avhat practically exists at present. A glance at the distribution of the ^8 

police in Egypt aaIII shoAV that not one village in forty has any police in it, and except ' -f, 

the Mudirit'h capital toAvns, the police-stations are mainly on the border, to repress 
altacks of Di'douins, &e. The second, if the jiolice Avere ])laccd under the Mudir for 
discipline and drill, it Avould he ahsolulely necessary to instruct the Mudirs in a 
uniform system, and teach them modern drill, otherAvisc their supervision could only 
ho nominal. , 

If this AA'orenot done, Insjicctors Avould liaA'o to he appointed, and the result would 
bo a speedy reiurn to the preseni system, or to something Avorsc. 

It cannot he too often and too clearly pointed out (hat ihe pri'sent system gh'cs 
the Aludirs the fiilh'st legitimate auihority over the police, so long as the Procureur- ^ 

Gcnci'al and his depiities do not inl'-rfi'i’i'. It is, of course, desirahli' that no one hut 
the IMudir should inlcrfi're aaUIi lln' hi'.id police offices; hut ihe ajicienl practice 
haA'ing hei'ii to consider the constabulary (police) offici'r as outside the circle of 
administration, and (tlu' INliidir hi'ing too much occupied to look after the details of I 

thi' ]Aolici' Avork) to delegate on all occasions some sAihordinate, often a very subordinate, | 

official to superintend the jioUce in their duties in the districts conni'cted Avith the 
detection of crime, pursuit of criminals, Ac., a certain amount of avoidable friction h 

still exists. _ f 

It is, of course, desirable under the new system, and Avlierc reforms arc in progress, 
that no one hut those Avho liaA'e distinct magisterial authority should interfere Avith the 
AA'orking of the police; and as reforms progress the Mudirs Asill liaA'e to conti'iit 
themselves more and move Avith giving general insti'uctions only, and I am hopeful of 
a great imjiroA'cment in another jear or so if no marked change is made. 

"Were it consideri'd desirable once more to confine the functions of the English 
police officers to instruction and -report, I should say, “ Let their reports he cffectiA'c, 
and let it he understood that they are meant to he so.” 

Put if the officers sIioaa tact, I see no reason for changing again at present. 

On no account reintroduce the iMamour of Zahtieh as a police officer. Make 
Itludirs lirst-class, and every Nazir-c1-Xism second-class magistrates, if desired. 

I see no harm in such a change, hut great good. Once these officers liaA'C clcarly- 
defmeil magisterial functions, they Aiill lie less eager to officiate as policemen. 

The institution of the Procurer-General and the AA'hole ITench police system 
generally is totally foreign to the ancient institutions of this country. 

1 think the .sooner it is got rid of the less of a eouA'iilsion Aiill he caused hy the ; 

change Avhich must come sooner or later. 

(Signed) E. A. .lOIINSON, 

Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 


No. no. 

Mr, Eiierton to Earl Graniille.—(Receired July 21.) 

(No. 703.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 13, 1881. 

I SEND, for your Lordshi\)’s information, t\Ao telegrams respecting the relief of 
Agig hy the condensing steamer and the “ Condor.” 

The question of the retention of Agig is one solely for the Egyptian GoA'crnment, 
to ho looked at mainly from a linaucial standpoint. 

Should the salt reA'cnue it produces re[)ay the expenses of its retention, under 
present circumstances, it need not he abandoned unless Colonel Chermsidc, for other 
reasons, should change his vicAVs. 

Osman Digna’s poAver docs not seem to ho on the increase, and it may he that 
Agig Avill he left in peace. Consul Jkiker has also addressed to me the inclosed 
telegram on the subject of the abandonment of Agig. 

I liaA'c, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEIITON. 
[408] . T 


- -l awiawiit 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 110, 

Commodore Molyneux to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) SuaMn, July 12,1884. 

“WOODLARK” reports opportune arrival of condenser at Agig saved many 
lives. 2,000 inhabitants, mostly women and children, must he removed, or a 
condenser sent there fortnightly. 

Chermsidc advises not to abandon the place, as the rebels would rob everything; 
hut the people arc now safe on an island, with fortnightly supplies of Avatcr. 

Admiral informed. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 110. 

Colonel Chermsicle to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Sual<in, July 12,1881. 

“WOODLARK” returned. RoAA'eya all right. Osman’s emissaries have l)ocn 
expelled. ArriA'al of ships at Agig most opportune, as part of inhabitants Avere on 
the point of IcaAnng, after a loss ol' liftcon killed on mainland settlement. Donkeys 
and Avomen’s jcAvcllcry looted by Jladendowas. Tnhabilants, 2,000, mostly Avomcn, 
young and infirm. Ships will leaA'O fifteen days’ Avater, all that storage allows; unless 
supplied AA'ith Avater the pcoph' may have to h'aAX later in boats, abandoning many 
old men and Avoinen and children. 3[any reasons for retaining Agig; if so, land 
condensing engine is a necessity. “ Condor ” left for Kosseir and Jeddah to-day. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 110. 

Consul Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Sualdn, July 12, 1884. 

or tlie 2,000 at Agig, 1,800 are Avornen and children, Avhosc husbands and fathers 
arc aAvay inland. If the Avomen and children Avere brought here they could be more 
economically fed and ]nx)teoted, and Avould be hostages for loyalty oi the men. I 
thercfori' think it Avould be politic to send for them. 


No. 111. 

Lord Ampthill to Earl Granville.— {Received July 21, 1'20 p.ai.) 

(No. 11.) 

(Telegraphic.) Berlin, July 21, 1884, 12'50 P.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 14 of 19th instant. 

Dr. ScliAveinfurth says that uoavs telegraphed to London Avas dinaA'cd second-hand 
from Nubians recently arrived at Cairo, and cross-examined by a friend there. No 
exact date for their report of Oeneral Oordon’s dcsjicrate position could be fixed, but 
Dr. SchAA'idnfurth thinks it could not be oUh'r than thirty or forty days. 

II(- Avould not have teh'graphed this information, Avhich is by itself uncertain, had 
h(' not hopi'd thereby to roA'ive interest in General Gordon’s fate. 

lie hogs you not to believe it possilde that a i*araA'an could reach Suakiu from 
Khartoum by Derber under tAA'cnty days at least, and he considers the local insur¬ 
rection in and around Ivliartoum the most dangerous in the entire Soudan. 


No. 112. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 21, l’.30 p.M.) 

(No. 487.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 21, 1884, 12’20 p.m. 

'VAYTII reference to my l(‘legram No. tSG, Nubar Pasha is convinced that General 
Gordon’s letter to GoAi'rnor is m'liuim'. After consulting Aarions people, I agree AAOth 
Nubar Pasha. Govm-iior is fanatical. ])laced in a difficult [losition ; but it is thought 
by the GoAXTiimeuI her(‘ that li<' is in puhlie acting a part on account of his weakness. 


and is really desirous of acting loyally by the Khedive. I haA'c asked Nubar Pasha to 
telegraph to him to send on General Gordon’s letter itself. 


No. 113. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraph, July 21.) 

(No. 721. Ext. 487.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 21, 1884. 

WITH reference to my immediately preceding desiiatch, I have the honour to 
inform your Lord.sbip that Nubar Pasha is conAunced that the letter of General Gordon 
to the IMudir of Dongola is genuine. 

After consulting many persons on the subject, I agree Avith Nubar Pasha. 

The Mudir of Dongola is a fanatic placed in a difficult position; but it is thought 
by the GoA^ernment here that he is in public ])layiug a part on account of his Aveakness 
and to afford him means of retreat if requisite, but that he is really desirous of acting 
loyally toAv^ards the IChedivc. 

I have requcsled Nubar Pasha to instruct the Mudir by telegraph to foriA-ard to 
Cairo General Gordon’s original Icttm* to him, and his Excellency has told him to send 
it by express messenger to Colonel Trotter at Wady Haifa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 114. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 21, 6‘15 p.ai.) 

(No. 489.) 

(Telcgraphii'.) Cairo, July 21,1884. 

SHOULD your Lordship Avish to gU'e any instructions to Speedy respecting 
paynumt of his ('xpenscs Avliile superintending execution of Treaty, or rc.spccting any 
other subjeef I'l'laling lo mission, please do so before I'hursday morning, Avhen Mason 
Rey leuA'cs this for MassoAvah. 


No. 115. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 21.) 

(No. 490.) 

(Telegraphic ) Cairo, July 21, 1884, 7‘15 P.ai. 

A IMEPvCIIAN'r arrived at Assouan, sixty days from Korclofan, seventeen days 
from Dongola. Hi; says he travelled Avith an Egyptian officer of Hicks’ army to 
Dongola. ff'hat IMudir and ja'ople of latter place are loyal to Government. That 
m.any of Hicks’ army are noAV in hills near Dadag and Tagala. 'Ihatan artist aa'Iio aatis 
Avith Hicks is Avith IMahdi; he is about 30 years, .stout and dark. 'I’hat Nlahdi has 
left Kordofan in search of 1 he soldiers in the hills. Thai Gordon lel't Khartoum and 
got as I'ar as 8hendy, hut had to rid urn as there aaus not enough Avater. That 
Khartoum had been surrounih'd by Mahdi’s men, but they had been utterly defeated 
by Gordon, and their h'ader killed. Tlial after this victory Gordon sent to the Mahdi 
to say that if he had any more men to send hi' Avould treat them in the same Avay. 
That letters pass regularly betAveen Gordon and ^lahdi, and this merchant used to see 
them arrive almost daily. I’hat there are many of the NIahdi’s jACople round 
Khai'toum, but his intluence is on the Avanc. 


No. lie. 

Earl GranvilUe to the Earl of Dufferin. 

(No. 214 a.) 

My Lord, Foreign Ol/ice, July 21, 1884. 

I SL’OKE to the Turkish Ambassador yesterday on the need of obtaining good 
soldiers for the Egyptian army, and I :isked his Excellency to obtain from the Porto 
permission for the enlistment of recruits in Asia Minor. 
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I observed that tliis measure Avould Ix' in the Sultan’s own interest, quite as 
mucb as in that of Egypl. It Avas desirable on every account that the Egyptian 
army should bo composed of materials that could bo depended upon for the 
maintenance of peace and order, and tbc formation of such a force would tend to 
secure that which was equally desired hy the Sultan and by Ilcr Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, the early AvithdraAval of the Eritish tioops from Egypt. 

Musurus Pasha said that there Avas no chance of the Sultan agreeing to such a 
proposal, but that Ilis Maieslv Avould be ready to lend some Turkish regiments to the 
Khedive. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 117. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Sir R. Herbert. 

Sir, Foreign Office, Jiihj 21,1884. 

THE establishment of an efficient military force in Egypt is a matter of the 
greatest importance in the interests of this country, and it has been represented to 
Earl Granville that Avith a vicAV to strengthening the natiA'c element it might be 
possible to obtain a certain number of Iloussas from the West Coast of Africa. 

I am accordingly to request that you Avill move the Earl of Derby to obtain, 
through the British authorities on that coast, such information as they arc able to 
afford Avith regard to the prospect of procuring recruits for the Egyptian army from 
the districts in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEEOTE. 


No. 118. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl OranviVe.—(Received July 22.) 

(No. 491.) 

tTelegraphic.) Cairo, July 22,1884,12T0 a.m. 

CilERiMSIDE anxious to prevent northern tribes (Amaras) from joining 
IladendoAva confederation. lie reports that he IcariAs from his spies Avith enemy that 
Arabs are much afraid of Gordon, Avho has defeated four tribes betAvecn Khartoum 
and Berber, namely, Shendy, Magadeb, Gubush, and another. Berber in great 
clanger. People have gone to Bir Mahobah, from fear of Gordon. 


No. 119. 

Consul West to Earl Granville,—{Received July 22, 2'45 p.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Suez, July 22, 1884, 1'20 P.M. 

A GREEK from MassoAvah reports that on leaving Kassala thirty-live days ago, 
ho saw Eorcallcge, the Governor; a letter from Gordon, dated eight days before, 
commending his firmness, saying that assistance Avould reach him sooia, and telling 
him to obtain funds from Cairo, if necessary. Kassala had supplies for six months. 


No. 120. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 22, 6 p.M.) 

(No. 4<.)2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 22, 1884, 3T0 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 207. 

As Major Grant, A\hom it Avas proposed to send, is detained in Cairo by court- 
martial on Turks, Major Kitchener is ordered to start at once to Dongola, to treat 
with ivababish. 

In re])ly to questions to fix a sum for bringing out General Gordon, I answer that 
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it is impossible to do so; in ray opinion 10,000/. might certainly be offered, and, if 
Kitchener thought it absolutely necessary, even double. 

The nrattcr must be left to Kitchener’s judgment after seeing Saleh and becoming 
acquainted Avdth the circumstances, for Kababish may be only auxiliaries and not sole 
agents in deliAwring General Gordon. Their rcAAurd should depend on the part they 
play. I am averse to fix any limit, though 20,000/. Avould seem ample rcAvard for 
Saleh and his tribe. 

Please telegraph any other immediate instructions you might A\nsh sent, or modi¬ 
fication of ray instructions, as Kitchener Avill start on his Avay from Wady Haifa to 
Dongola at once. 

If Kitchener thinks 20,000/. insufficient, he will haAW time to inform me. 


No. 121. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, July 22.) 

(No. 730. Ext. 492.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 22, 1884. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 2(57 of the 181b instant, I haA'o 
th(' honour to report that Colonel Grant, tbe officc'v Avbom it Avas ])r()posed to send to 
Dongola to open negotiations Avith the Kaba])ish, is detained in Cairo to attend the 
court-martial on the Auutinous 'lurks, and that Major Kitchener has been ordered to 
start at once for Dongola in his stivad. 

In re])ly to this officer’s questions as to tlu* limit of the sum he might offer for 
bringing (Jent'ral Gordon out of Khartoum, my answer is that it is impossible to fix 
such a limit; in my opinion 10,000/. might certainly be offered, and CA'cn double, 
should IMajor Kitchener think it absolutely m'ecssavy. 

The niatler must be left to Major Kitebeuer’s judgment after he has s(>cn Sheikh 
Saleh, and boeome acquainted Avitli cireumstances, for the Kababish tribe may act 
only as auxiliaries and not as solo ag(mts in bringing out Gordon, and their rcAvard 
should tlu'veforc be mad(' to di'pcmd on the ])art tlu'y play. I am aA'orse to fixing any 
limit, though I should think 20,000/. Avould be a most ample' rcAvard for Saleh and his 
tribe. 

I have had the honour to I’equcst that your JiOrdship Avill telegraph any other 
immediate instructions or modifications of my language' you may aaIsIi sent to Major 
Kitchener, as that olfieer aaIU start on his journey from Wady Ilalfa to Dongola at 
once. 

If Majew Kitchener, aftc'r se'eing Sheikh Saleh, should ('onsider the larger suiia 
mentioned insufficient, he Avill have time to inform me. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 122. 

Sir R, Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received July 22.) 

Sir, War Office, July 22, 1884. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Mhar to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Granville, tlie inclosed copy of a letter Avhich has been received in 
this Department from the General Officer commanding the troops in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 122. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Harlington. 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 13, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to acknoAA ledge the receipt of letter of the 4th July, 1884, 
from the Under-Secretary of Statt' for War, and to forward, in reply, the annexed 
Memorandum containing the information called for. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) ERED. STEPHENSON. 


[468] 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 122. 

Memorandum upon the Military Position in Upper Egypt, and other Matters referred to in 
the Letter of the Under-Secretary of State for War of July 4, 1884. 

UPPER EGYPT, reckoning from Cairo to Wady Haifa, the extreme southern point 
now occnj)iccl hy troops of the regular Egyptian army, is about 7G0 miles in extent, as 
measured along the Nile, and consists of the Nile Valley, A^’ith extensive deserts on 
each flank; this valley contains the -whole of the cultivated land of that part of 
Egypt, and all its settled population inhabiting severnl towns of importance, and 
numerous villages along the river hanks. The Province of Payoum, an extensive 
oasis to the west, and ouc or two other oases, extending at long distances apart to the 
south of this province, being excepted. This valley varies in width from about 9 miles 
to half-a-niile, as far as Assouan, which is the extreme southern town, and between it and 
Cairo lies that portion of Upper Egypt which requires the protection of a military 
force, not only against an outward enemy, but against local disturbances as well. 

The position best adapted to this purpose is the immediate neighbourhood of 
Assouan, which has been selected as the best point for resisting an enemy advancing 
upon Egypt from the south, because, irrespective of its tactical advantages, it is the 
first town Avhich an enemy would reach from the south, and it covers the remaining 
towns on the Nile from an attack along the Nile Valley. This position is therefore of 
great importance, as giving security to the inhabitants of Upper Egypt to the north 
of it. 

TIic high ground to the south of the town offi'rs great advantages for the con¬ 
struction of detached works, which have been made capable of resisting, if properly 
defended, any attack likely to be made against them by any force which the Soudan 
tribes could bring into this part of Egypt. 

This position is now occupied by three battalions of the Egyptian army, averaging 
520 men each, in one of which the field officers arc English, the other two being 
exclusively nlficcrcd by Egyptians. 

Of these half a battalion is detached to occupy an intrenched work on the right 
bank, opposit(' Phila', to protect the anchorage where the steamers and other craft lie; 
but it is proposed later to keep a quarter battalion only in this place when a strong 
tower is built.' 

The works arc armed with eight 12-pr. Krupj) guns; there arc besides two moun¬ 
tain cauK'l batteries, the guns being 7-prs., wcigliiug 220 lbs. each; two more 12-pr. 
Krupp guns are cn route. 

To the north of the town is encamped the 1st battalion of the Royal Sussex 
Regiment, about 600 strong, available for tlic direct dcb'uce of the town, or to support 
the Egyptian battalions on the heights if neci'ssary. 

The regiment of Egyptian cavalry, about 100 sabres, is encamped to the cast of 
the town. 

The camel corps (jf mounted infantry, about 150 strong, witli 100 canuds, now at 
Abbassich, will be moved to Assouan in about three weeks. 

Arrangements will be made by means of a steamer and barges for transferring 
this force at any moment to the li'ft bank of the Nile, if necessary. 

There arc two advanced posts at Korosko and IVady Haifa, the latter being the 
proposed extreme frontier of Egypt, to the south. 

Korosko is about 110 miles higher up tin; Nile than Assouan, IVady Haifa about 
100 miles still further south. 

Korosko is an important ])ost of observation at the point where tlie caravan route, 
about 210 miles long, strikes the Nile from Abou llamed. 

This j)osition is occupied by an Egyptian battalion 040 strong, with Ihiglish Cn'ld 
otficers, and is being strengtliened by stor!'’-proof earthworks armed -with two Krupp 
12-pr. guns. 

A di'taehment of the camel corps will also occupy this position when this corps is 
sent uj) to the fnmt. 

IMuly Haifa, aho an important post of oljservation against any force advancing 
dowm the Nih' from Dongola, is also occuj)ied by an Egyptian battalion 010 strong, 
with English field olllcers, and will hav(' a troo]) of Egyptian cavalry attached to it, to 
act as scouts. 

Arrangements are being made for sn])sidi/.ing 100 Eedouins occupying territory 
immediately to the south of Wady Haifa for outpo.t^, njinc eonsidcrable dlstam-e to 
the front. 


This battalion will be strongly intrenched at the railway station, and will occupy 
the stone buildings belonging to it, which arc w^cll situated for mutual defence, and 
will be connected by storm-proof breastworks and ditches. 

Roth of these posts at Korosko and Wady Haifa are on the Nile itself, and -will be 
provisioned for three months, and probably strengthened by detachments from the 
English battalion at Assouan. 

They communicate by telegraph with Assouan, and so with Cairo, and there will 
also be three steamers—two of which are manned by the Royal Navy, and armed with 
a Gardner a-piecc—keeping up constant communications with them and Assouan. 
Two more stiximcrs, similarly armed and manned, patrol hctwcon Assiout and Assouan. 
Assouan and Korosko arc, however, both liable to be turned by any of the Soudan 
tribes, advancing from Abou Hamcd, Berber, or the country between there and 
Suakiu—a distance of about 250 miles—along the desert between the Nile and the 
Red S{‘a. 

This largo tract of desert, Avhich varies in width from about 200 miles, between 
Korosko and the Red Sea, to about 110 miles between Keneh and Kosscir, is 
traversed from south to north by numerous camel-tracks, and is fairly supplied Avith 
wmter, mostly brackish, but suited to camels, and in many cases used by the tribes 
themselves. 

To protect this flank of the Nile Valley, so far as available means ivill admit, 
1,000 Bedouins hav(' been subsidized by the Egyptian Government, and placed under 
military charge of IMajor Kitdiencr and Major Rundle, of the Egyptian army. They 
watch the Avholo line from Korosko to the Red Sea. 

One of th(! most imiiorfaui of Ihc above-named tracks w'hich connects Berber and 
Abou TTamed witb Hie Nile, which it strikes about 20 miles north of Assouan, will be 
W'atcliial by cavalry ]) 0 '<ts from Assouan. 

Anotlu'r iinjiorlanl Imck from Berber, Abou Hamcd, or Suakiu, leaving Assouan 
far to the west, slrikes Hie Nile as far north as Keneh. I have, therefore, thought it 
necessary to detach a battalion—the 2nd l)uk(> of Corinvall’s Light Infantry—to this 
town, as much to check any advance w'hich may be made upon that point as to give 
confidimce to the inhabitants. 

In addition to the 1,000 Bedouins above named, 500 more have been subsidized 
for watching the At IMoor Hesi'rt, -which lies betw'cen Korosko, Abou Hamcd, and the 
Nile. 

These Bedouins belong to thiv'o different sections of tin? same tribe, the Ababdeh, 
and their territory lies betwv'en the line Ki'ueh-Ko.-scir and that oeeupii'd by their 
outiiosts betw'ccn Korosko and a point nearly due east of it on the Red Sea. 

The loyalty and efficiency of tlii'sc Bedouin.s, in the event of any aggressive 
moA^cment from tlu' Soudan, ri'inain to he tested, but they have done good service up 
to the pri'sent time, and may be expected to continue it, so long as they continue to 
receive their pay wuth ri'gularity. 

On the w'cst of the Nile there is an important caravan route from Darfour to 
Assiout, along Avhich a forci' could adA'anco either from tin' foruK'i* province or from 
the direction of Kordofan or Dongola, 

To Avatch this route 500 men of the JoAvazi tribe, from the neighbourhood of 
IMinich, have been subsidizi'd, and are under the charge of Major Stuart-’Wortley, 
of tin? Egyptian army, accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Colville, Grenadier 
Guards. 

This tribe is not A’cry warlike, being settled Bedouins, and Avill b(' more useful 
for ohiaining information of any hostile movement along that route than for offering 
it effectual resistance. 

After pa'-^ing the ('xicnsive oasis of Khargeh, Avheuce several tracks branch off 
to different ])oinls upon tin' Nih', their head-quarters will probably bo I'stablished at 
the small oasis of Sheb, Avith a strong adA’anced party at the oasis of Sclima, south- 
south-Avest of Wady Haifa, and about 75 miles due Avest of the nearest point on the 
Nile; information from Sclima will be carried to Wady Haifa, and then transmitted 
hy t elegra])h to A.ssouan. 

If it is clear that the oasis cannot support 500 men and animals, the Jowazis will 
b(' ]>vohably reduci'd in number to about 150 men. 

It is almost im])ossihlo to calculate Avith any degrci- of ci rtainty as to the numher 
of men Avhich could be collected from the Soudan triK's fo)' an inva'-ion of Up[)er 
Egypt. 

The conflicting rumours Avhicli are circulated of tlu'i.- moA'-omonts and strength in. 
the field, and the extreme difficulties Avhich exist of ohiaining accurate Inform'd ion. 




» 
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'witliout employing English olTlccvs fov the purpose, leave us very much in the dark 
as to the amount of resistance Avhich may 1)C required. 

On the other hand, the Avell-knoAvn disinclination of these tribes to go far aAvay 
from their oAvn territories ; tlic dilliculli('s Avhich Avould attend their advanci' across 
the desert from Avant of supplies, if not of Avater; the necessity of cultivating their 
land at this season; and the hlood-feuds and disseiisions Avliich exist among them, 
make it unlikely that any large force Avill he employed for this purpose. 

At the same time, a reserve shoidd he available to su})plcment the present force 
in Egypt, suflicient to strengihen the troops at Assouan as well as to i)roicct any 
toAvns on the Nile Avhich might he threatened hy marauders slqiping through or 
driA'ing in the line of outposts on either hank, and also to suppress possible loeal 
disturbanecs. 

A force of tAVo English and one Egyptian battalion, AA’ith a proportion of caA’alry, 
mounted infantry, and artillery, Avould probably be sufheiont for this purpose; to 
place this force at my disposal, I liaA'c requested that I may be reinforced by one 
additional battalion from the ^Mediterranean. 

Taa'o points, Assiout and Kosseir, to the north and north-east of Assouan, Avill 
require Avatching as being the extremities, the former of the frequented caraA'au route 
from Earfour, and the latter of a track from the vSoudan. I do not, howena-r, consider 
the Kosseir track as being likely at any time to b(' a source of danger, although 
I have been AA'arned to Avatch it. 

As regards a proposed future frontier for Egypt in vicAV of tlu' abandonment of 
the Soudan, I have no reason for altering the opinion I have already had the lionour 
of expressing to your Lordship upon that subject; but in addition i Avouhl submit for 
consideration Avhether (in the event of AVady Haifa being adopted as the extreme 
southern frontier on the Nile) it Avould not be expedient, Avhen defining a boundary 
ine across the desert cast and AA'cst, to include the Avclls of Aloiirad, lying mldnav 
betAA’cen Korosko and Abou llamcd, as Avell as the oasis of Sclima, south-AA'est of 
Wady Haifa. 

The natiA'o leA’ics aa'cih', as your Lordshi]) supposes, raised and organized by the 
Egyptian (jOA'crnmcnt, and acting, so far as concerns tliosc to the oast of the Nile, 
under the adA’ieo of Sir Evelyn Wood ; but tlie arrangements for raising those to the 
•west AA'ere finally made by the Egyptian GoA'crnment alone, during the temporary 
absence of Sir Evelyn AVood at Alexandria. 

In both cases these levies Averc made prior to the eoucentration of military 
authority in my hands. 

The orders Avhich have been issued to Alajors Kitchener and Stuart-AA'ortley I had 
the honour of forwarding by the last mail. 

The sjiirit of the instructions for their guidance is to obtain and foinvard all 
possible information of the enemy’s movements; the resisting poAver of these tribes, 
OAA'ing to the uinvarlike character of the Eedouins to the AVi'st, and tlui large extent of 
ground to be covered by those to the cast, precludes all chance of any resistance of a 
serious nature being offered by them, and it has not been thought necessary to issue 
any special instructions upon the subject. They AAmuld only be siqiportcd in advance 
or retreat by British troops Avlicn ojx'rating in the Nile A^alley itself, and it might not 
alAvays be practicable to do so even tlum. 

As regards the effect likely to be produced by an English expeditionary force 
acting on the Suakin-Berber line, 1 think it Avoiild be most im])ortaut, not only in 
arresting aiiy hostile moA'oment contemplated against Upper Egypt by the tribes 
between Suakin and Berber, but even in exercising inlluence upon those beyond. 

By occupying this line all food su])plics, as regaials grain especially, AAmuld bo cut 
off from a force operating in Upper Egypt to the imrth. 

I am further of opinion that the mere aniioiinccment of any such expedition 
(Avhich Avould soon spread through the Soudan) Avould produce immediate good 
results, if folloAvcd up by visible proofs that an expedition Avere actually decided 
upon. 

At the same time, as it Avill be necessary under any circumstances to maintain 
a sufficient force in Upper Egypt, the troops noAV employed there aaTU not be more 
than sufficient for the purpose. 

(Signed) EBED. STEPHENSON, Lieutenant-General, 

Commanding in Egypt. 


Alexandria, July 18, 1884. 


No. 123. 


Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, July 22. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington,—(Received at the 

War Office, S'TS p.m.) 

Cairo, July 22,1884, 2'56 p.m. 

BEEEBIIING to mine 27th June, request second battalion asked for may now 
be sent. Desertion from Egyptian army A^ady Haifa. May have to send more 
English troops up NOe. 

No. 124. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville .— (Received July 23.) 

(No. 705.) 

My Lord, Cairo, .July 15, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 703 of the 13th instant, and also in 
correction of a vicAV expressed therein, I inclose copy of a telegram received from 
Colonel Chermside, giving reasons for the retention of Agig, some of Avhich reasons 
appear under the present circumstances to be valid. 

It appears, hoAvever, from this telegram that there was a false impression in the 
Soudan Bureau in considering the abandonment of Agig as a question of abandoning 
salt revenues, as Colonel Chermside makes no mention of Agig being, like EoAvaya, 
remunerative in this respect. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


Inclosure in No. 124. 

Colonel Chermside to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Sualdn, July 14, 1884. 

AGIG, on the Eed Sea coast, is a port of the Beni Amer country; a federation of 
which tribes, though wavering, is most important. 

It is also on the flank of the district of Tokar, Avhich, in case of operations, may 
require occupation. 

Eurther evacuation Avill injure our prestige as far away as the borders of 
Egypt. 

Agig is a safe and spacious harbour betAveen Suakin and Massowah, and territorial 
right over it should not be abandoned. 

TTie men of Agig have gone Avith their herds to the far mountains in the Habbab 
district, Avith the Eashida tribe, and their women and children cannot be loft to their 
fate. 

Agig supplies building timber, wood, lime, butter, sheep, and cattle. 

Its evacuation Avould alloAV the smuggling of arms and liquor, and the running of 
slave-dhoAvs to commence. 


No. 125. 

Viscount Lyons to Earl Granville.—(Received July 23.) 

(No. 432.) 

My Lord, Paris, July 21, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I have this day addressed a 
note to the Erench Government in the terms of your Lordship’s despatch No. G18 of 
the 15th instant relative to the Decree about to bo issued by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment for the control of the press. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 
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Fo. 126. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.-^^Rdceived July 23.) 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty, July 22, 1884. 

WITH reference to your letter of the lltli instant, forwarding a letter and packet, 
containing the ratifications of the Treaties recently concluded by Vice-Admiral 
Sir William Hewett with King John of Abyssinia, for transmission to Captain Speedy 
at Massowab by the first opjiortunity, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners 
of tbe Admiralty to request you will state to Earl Granville that the letter and packet 
have been sent by tbe Government transport “Hankow,” leaving Portsmouth 
to-morrow for Alexandria. 

A copy of tbe letter addressed to Lord John Hay at Alexandria, instructing him to 
comply with Lord Granville’s request, is inclosed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 126. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Vice-Admiral Lord J. Hay. 
(Confidential.) 

My Lord, Admiralty, July 22, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of tbe Admiralty to forward 
to you the acconujanying letter and packet, which have been received from the Eorcign 
Office, containing tbe ratifications of the Treaties recently concluded by Vice-Admiral 
Sir William Hewett with King John of Abyssinia; and I am to signify their Lordships’ 
directions to you to cause them to be transmitted to Captain Speedy at Massowab by 
tbe earliest opportunity in a vessel of war from Suakin, as it is desirable that they 
should reach jMassowab with the least possible delay. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 127. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received July 23, 10T5 A.M.) 

(No. 494.) 

(Tclegrapbic.) Cairo, July 23, 1884, 10 A.M. 

MAJOR KITCHENER asks for advance for expenses of bis expedition to 
Hongola and Kababisb. 

Will you authorize me by return to advance this or part of this sum as Kitchener 
would start at once for Wady Haifa. 


No. 128. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received by telegraph, July 23.) 

(No. 732, Ext. 191.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 23, 1884, 

WITH reference to my No. 730 of yesterday, I have the honour to report that 
Major Kitchener has asked for an advance of money for the expenses of his expedition 
to Hongola and to treat with tlu* Kabbabish, 

Sir E. Wood suggests the sum of 500/. I have telegraphed to ask your Lord- 
ship to inform me Avhethcr I am authorized to advance this sum, or any part of 
it, to Major Kitchener. The matter is urgent, as that officer should start at once 
from Wady Haifa. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


m 


No. 129. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 271.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 23, 1884, 5'45 p.M. 

YOUR despatch No. 623 of 9th June. 

Instructions by mail. Sir B. Maxwell has intimated to me that his resignation is 
definitive, and is writing to that effect to Nubar. 

I am looking out for a successor. 

Inform Nubar confidentially. 







No. 130. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received July 23, 7*45 P.M.) 

(No. 496. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, Julij 23, 1884, 5’45 P.M. 

GENERAL Stephenson is very strongly of opinion that, in view of desertion of 
Egyptian troops at Wady Haifa and of late mutinies, further demands must be made 
on the British forces, and British reinforcements sent up the river, probably to Wady 
Haifa, Korosko, and Assouan. I fear I cannot disagree with him that it does not 
seem more prudent now to depend on Egyptian troops alone to hold the two former 
positions. 


No. 131. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the JFar Office, July 23. 


The Marquis of Harlington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 


YOURS 22nd. 


War Office, July 23, 1884, 4-10 p.M. 


Have no reports respecting desertion Wady Haifa. Please state particulars. Also 
consult Egerton whether political situation makes dispatch of another battalion 
urgently necessary. 


No. 132. 

Viscount Lyons to Earl Granville.—[Received Juhi 24.) 

(No. 439.) 

My Lord, Paris, July 23, 1884. 

I HAD yesterday the honour to rcoeivo your Lordship’s despatch No. 603 of the 
15th instant, directing mo to make a rejn’csentation to M. Jules Eerry on the subject 
of the newspaper “ El Ervat-cl-Vuska,” a journal in Arabic, printed in Paris, and 
circulated in the provinces of Egypt. 

I spoke to M. Jules Perry on the subject this afternoon, and after describing the 
character of the paper, and adverting to the communications respecting it Avhicli 
appi'ar to have taken place betAveen the Egyptian Government and the Prench Agency 
at Cairo, I said that I was instructed by your Lordship to urge upon his Excellency 
the propriety of instructing the Prcnch Agent to second the efforts of the Egyptian 
Government by preventing the circidation of the paper through the Prcnch post- 
office. 

M. Jules Perry took a note of Avhat I had said, and jAromisod to look into the 
matter. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) LYONS. 


No. 133. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 272.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, .Inly 24, 1884, 3T5 r.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 186 of 20th July. 

AnsAver to Gordon tlirough GoA'crnor of Dougola shoidd be as folloAvs :— 
Repetition of our me^ssages of 23rd Ajn-il arul 17th 5lay, unless you are sure that 
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1 1 Iii'tyi Aflrl llnf tliesc show the mtorcst taken hy Her Majesty s 

they have elti.mo to ranxto to Icavn from UmsoM his views 

arisen or is liicoly to arise in the manner we have 
described we may he able to take measures accordingly.____ 

No. 133*. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 853 A. Ext. 272.) 21.1881. 

T HAVE received your telegram of the 20th instant, forwarding a translation of 
the kttaM-eeeivoTrihe Mudir ol: Dongola from General Gordon, and the request of 
the Mudir to he informed as to the reply Avhich he should send to Khaitoum. 

Her Maicstv’s Government desire, in' the first place, that the messages se 
GeneS (JordonL Gie 23rd April and the 17th May should be repeated to '“m. ^s 
you are convineed that ho lias already rooeived them; "'‘^"“SiMatety’s 

informed that these communications will show him the mteiest taken by H 3 ^ 

Government in his safety; that Her Majesty’s Government continue to he anxious to 
leani from himself his views and position, so that if danger has arisen oi is h J 
aSinTe — they have described, they may he in a position to take measures 

accordingly. j 

(Signed) GTtANVlEEE. 

No. 134. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

^ Foreign Office, Juhj 24, 1884. G-15 P.M. 

^^HAVE^'any attempts been made other than through Zchehr to convey our 
message of l7th May to Go rdon ? __ 

No. 136. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville. — {Received July 24, G*30 P.M.) 

(No 498.) 24, 1884, 4-50 P.M. 

^ ^AVITH 'reference to my telegram respecting money to ho offered to Kahahish to 

will o-nirantee if they do go to Khartoum that General Gordon will corac out 

Latterly I feel more eonfulcnt of being able to open up inlaUoas with Kahahis 
because of slh’s present attitude being eaus«l by Ids >^--1 Governor. I 

am iTssion,‘consider if I shouid take on some 

of his men on sMar terms to my\rL. I shonld —e^ tins as a deteuoe tor 
Dongola, but I shall he able to inform you more tully fro m that town. _ 

No. 136. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville. — {Received hy telegraph, July 24.) 

(No. 735 Ext. 498.) Alexandria, July 24, 1884. 

^ WITH reference to my despatch No. 730 of the 22nd instant, imitative to the 
denarture of Major Kitchener to Dongola to open negotiations Avith the Kaliahish, and 
to Die sum he slioiild offer them for bringing out General Dordoii Irom Khartoum, I 
have the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram Ironi Major Kitchener, dated 
thr23rd instant, from which your Lordship ivill see that he considers Die amount 
sufficient if Saleh will undertake the husincss, and that he feels ol late more coiihdcn 
of being able to open up relations with the Kahahish, Saleh s present attitude being 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEHTON. 


caused by his quarrel with the Governor 
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Inclosurc in No. 136. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Korosko, July 23, 1884. 

I THINK the money ought to he enough if Saleh will undertake the business. 
Who will guarantee, if they do go to Khartoum, that Gordon will come out ? Latterly 
I feel more confident of being able to open up relations with Kahahish owing to Saleh’s 
present attitude being caused hy his quarrel ivith Governor (Mudir). I am informed 
he will he glad to see me, and I have letters for him. 

If Saleh will not undertake pro])Osed plan, please consider if I should take on 
some of his men on similar terms to my Arabs. I should recommend this as a 
defence for Dongola, hut I shall he able to iniorm you more fully from Dongola. 

Please do not inform any one that I am coming. General Grenfell has given me 
an order to take what I want from Wortley’s money at Wady Haifa. I will let you 
and him know how much I take. 

Possibly it may be advisable for me to have an extra hand placed at Wady Haifa. 
I could send for him, if wanted. I hope to leave here the first thing to-morrow 
morning. In my future relations rvith the Mudir of Dongola it may ho as well if I he 
allowed to assume the purely local and honorary rank of Colonel (Alir Alay), which is 
the title given me in the Khedive’s Eirman. 


No. 137. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received July 24.) 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty, July 24, 1884. 

I AM commanded hy my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Eorcign Affairs, decypher of a 
telegram, dated the 23rd instant, from Commodore Molyneux, at Suakin. 

A copy of this telegram has been sent to the War Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGKEGOIL 



Inclosure in No. 137. 

Commodore Molyneux to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 23, 1884. 

“ CONDOK ” at Jeddah reports Kosseir quiet. No direct news of rebels; 
garrison, eight men Avithout villcs, practically defenceless. 

Report from Raweyka 4,000 North Amarars concentrating against rebels. 
Ordered “ Condor ” proceed there [to] ascertain Avhat truth there is in report. 


No. 138. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 25, 9-50 a.m.) 

(No. 499.) 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, July 25, 1884, 9'30 A.M. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 273. 

Yes, several; hut till my return to Cairo cannot exactly say how many. 


No. 139. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 27 4,) 

(Telegrapliic.) Foreign Office, July 25, 1884, 6 P.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 494 of 23rd. 

You may advance expenses of Kitchener’s expedition. 

AVe should not <>;rudi>‘e the sum mentioned if it would be effectual to secure Gordon’s 
[4G8J Y 







retreat, nor •would we wish to tie Kitchener absolutely to that figure if his discretion 
can he relied upon. 


No. 140. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 360. Ext. 274.) ^ t , ok 

glj. Foreign Office, July 25, i8o4. 

’ IN reply to your telegram No. 494 of the 23rd instant, I have to inform you 

that you are authorized to advance to Major Kitchener the expenses of his journey to 

A^regards the suggestion contained in your telegram No. 492 of the 22nd instant, 
that 20,000L might be offered to Saleh Pasha and the Kabbabish tribe for the release o 
General Gordon, I have to state that Her Majesty’s Government would not grudge 
this amount, provided that its expenditure were effectual for the purpose, nor would 
Her Majesty’s Government desire that Major Kitchener should bo absolutely restricted 
to that sum, relying as they do upon his diseretion not to expend more than is 

necessary. ^ . 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 141. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

ITele^rapliic.) Foreign Office, July 25, 1884, G'30 p.m. 

WHAT is to be the salary of the new Procureur-Gendral ? State precise terms of 
engagement. 


No. 142. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(TeTeShic) foreign Office, .July 25, 1884, G'30 p.m. 

CAN you tell mo in what language Gordon’s letter to Governor of Dongola was 
written ? 


No. 143. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, July 25. 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, July 24, 1884, 8-30 v.u. 

CAN you not meet probable immediate requirements in Upper Egypt with 
present force without further reinforcement ? 


No. 144. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

^ Foreign Office, July 25, 1881. 

T HAVE had under my consideration your despatch No, G23 of the 9th ultimo, 
forwarding statements received by you from Sir Benson jVIaxwell and Hr. Crookshank, 
Hirector-General of Prisons, relative to the difference which has aristm Ijctnei'ii (hem 
in reo-ard to the powers appertaining to their respective otfices ol kroeureur-tJeneral 
and Hirector-General of Prisons in Egypt, A\hich has resulted in a demand on the part 
of Sir B. MaxAVcll for the imnu'diate dismissal of Hr. Crookshank. 


I approve the steps taken by you in order to prevent the summary dismissal of 
Hr. Crookshank without inquiry; but I have to instruct you to draw the attention of 
the Egyptian Government to the fact that the exclusion of the Procureur-Gdneral 
from the prisons appears to have been illegal. 

Moreover, the prison rules, hoivever good in themselves, do not appear to have 
received the necessary legislative sanction; and you a\ ill impress upon the Egyptian 
Government that in order to avoid further collisions between the prison authorities 
and the Hepartment of the Procurcur-General, it is most advisable that a Prison Law 
should be passed Avithout delay. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 145. 


iiart {j-ranville to Mr. hqerton, 

(No. 357.) 

^ Foreign Office, July 25, 1881. 

HER Majesty’s Government have considered your despatches No. 516 of the 
19th^May and No. 701 of the 13th July, together Avith their iuclosnres. 

These despatches raise three points of considerable importance in connection Avith 
the internal administration of Egypt. They arc :— 

1. The procedure to be adopted for the future in respect to the preliminary 
investigation into criminal offences. 


2. The organization of the provincial police. 

3. The nature of the supervision, if any, AAdiich is to be exercised by Europeans 
over the administration of the Ministry of the Interior generallv. 

I propose to deal separately Avith each of these three subjects. 

As regards the question of the jn'oliminary investigation into criminal offences, 
it is to bo observed that previous to the institution of the new NatiA'c Tribunals this 
duty devolved on the JMudirs. I understand that Avhen the Code of Procedure Avas 
under discussion last autumn it Avas urged on the Egyptian Government by some com¬ 
petent authorities that it avouUI bo Aviser to base the 1‘igyptian Code on the general 
pi’inciplcs of the English rather than on that of the hVench procedure. Under the 
English system some magisterial poAA’crs Avould haA’c been conferred on the Mudirs. 
Under the Ercncli pi’ocedure all judicial power Avas taken out of the hands of the 
Mudirs, and the preliminary investigation into crime AA'as confided to the Procureur- 
General and his agents. 


T'ho Egyptian Government decided to adopt the general principles of the French 
procedure. This Avas under the Ministry of Cherif Pasha. Nubar Pasha noAV proposes 
some modifications of the present procedure in the sense of associating the Mudirs 
Avith the preliminary investigation into crime. 

Her Majesty’s Government Avill not raise any objection to the adoption of this 
plan, jwovided alAvays that some reasonable guarantees can be given that the Mudirs 
will be prevented from abusing their poAvers in the future as they have done in 
the past. 


The guarantees proposed in the draft Hccrce inclosed in your despatch No. 54G of 
the 19th May are : (1) that the agents of the Procureur-General (“ Chefs du Parquet ”) 
shall have a right to 1)o present (“assistcr ”) at all the magisterial inquiries conducted 
by the Miulirs; (2) that the Minister of Justice or the Procurcur-General, to whom 
the “ Chets du Earquet ” Avill report, aaoII have the right of taking any case out of the 
hands ol the Mudir and his agents, and of intrusting the inquiry to the “Juge 
d’lnstruction ” and the “ Chefs du Parquet(3) that the Mudir Avill be under an 
obligation to report to the “ Parquet ” on all cases iiiA^estigatcd. 

The main argument Avhich may be urged against the values of these guarantees 
is that if any one Averc injured by the jVtudir, or by one of the Mudir’s subordinates, 
he would, in order to obtain redress, be obliged to apply to the Mudir, and not, as at 
present, to the Procureur, in order to put the laAV in force. This argument becomes 
of special importance in \ic\\ of the fact that Nubar Pasha proposes to put the police 
in the i)roviuces Avholly under the Mudir. 

All vantage Avas taken of the presence of Tigrane Pasha in London to discuss this 
matter Avith him. Tigrane Pasha assured Sir Evelyn Baring that any one Avho had a 
comjdaint to make against a ^Iiidir, or any of his suhordiuates, could address himself 
direct to the “Juge d’lnstruction” or to the Procureur, Avithout going through tha 
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Miidir’s Court at all. In order to be quite clear as to the intentions of the Egyi)tian 
Government on this subject, Tigranc Pasha telegraphed to Cairo. In reply, he received 
two telegrams from Nubar Pasha, of ^yhich I inclose copies. These telegrams confirm 
the vicAv expressed bv Tigranc Pasha to Sir Evelyn Baring. In order, however, that 
no doubt should exist in the minds of the public as to the scope of the change now 
proposed, I think it will be desirable that special mention should be made in the 
Decree of the right of direct appeal to the “ Jugc d’lnstruction ” and the Procurcur 
without passing through the IMudir’s Court. . . 

If this be done. Her Majesty’s Government will not offer any objection to 
the adoption of the plan proposed by the Egyptian Government. 

Turning nmv to the question of police organization, I understand that under the 
existing system, which was elaborated by ]\Tr. Clifford Lloyd, the police arc placed at 
the disposal of the IMudirs. The latter tell the police Avhere they arc to go, and what 
they are to do, but the discipline of the force is left entirely in the hands of the police 
officers. 

The Egyptian Government object to this system on the ground that, as a matter 
of fact, the police do not obey the orders of the Mudirs, and that tlu'y never Avill do so 
unless the police discipline is in the hands of the Mudirs. Nubar Pasha maintains 
that the result of putting the European under the Oriental Avill be that the 
former Avill virtually usurp the power Avhich properly belongs to the latter. He Avishes, 
he says, to “ cnloA'er ii la population la eraintc cle voir dans uu avenir plus ou inoins 
rapproche I’lnspccteur do Police Europden rcmplacer Ic Moudir indigene.” He 
proposes, therefore, that the Avork of the ncAV police should be confined to the toAA’us, 
and that order should be maintained in the provinces by the village Sheikhs and 

watchmen. _ • i.i 

Her Majesty’s Government have always been of opinion that natum rather tlian 
European agency should be employed in the administration of Egypt to the utmost 
limit compatible Avith the efficiency of the administration. ^ They have no^ Avish 
whateA’er to see the legitimate authority of the native Egyptian authorities in the 
provinces AA'eakcncd by undue interference on the part of European officials. Eurthcr, 
in a matter so intimately connected Avith the internal administration of the country as 
the organization of the police. Her JHajesty’s Government ai’c little inclined to 
interfere AAuth the discretion of the Egyptian Government, provided that any 
organization Avhich that Government may adopt is calculated to attain tAVO main 
objects, viz., (1) to provide for the maintenance of public tranquillity; and (2) to 
prevent the police being used as instruments of oppression. 

At the same time, it is obviously most dc'sirabh', in the present condition of 
Egypt, that further radical changes in the administrative system of Egypt should be 
aA'oided, unless they arc absolutely required. The nCAV police organization has only 
recently been iulroduced. There has not as yet been sufficient time to admit of 
its having a fair trial. There may possibly be defects in the ncAV system. 
Mr. Gibbons, for instance, in his letter of the 12th July, inclosed in your despatch 
No. 701 of the 13th instant, points out that at the commencement of this year orders 
Avere frequently issued to the police direct from the IMinistry of the Interior without 
passing through the Mudirs. Such a course is obviously irregular, aud must, of 
necessity, be subversive of the legitimate authority of the Mudirs. 

In your despatch No. 701 of the 13th you state that on the whole the language 
of those competent to express opinions on this subject leads to the impression that the 
present police system, Avith such modifications as practical experience may find 
Bccessary, is preferable to any fresh arrangement Avhich Avould entail further 
disturbance of existing institutions. Her ^Majesty’s Government are inclined to 
ao-ree in this vicAV. I understand from your despatch of the 13th July that the 
cm})loyment of the police, except in cases of emergency, in the toAvns only would not 
involve any considerable change in the existing practice under Avhich the Aullagc AAmrk 
is performed by the gaffirs. The question of the authority in Avhom the poAvers of 
discipline over the police is to be vested appears, hoAvever, to require some further 
consideration. I understand from your despatch of the 13th July that you haA'c had 
some conversation ou this subject Avith Nubar Pasha. I cannot but think that, upon 
consultation Avith the best authorities, European aud native, it aauU be possible to find 
a solution of this question Avhlch Avill obviate the necessity of any sudden aud A’iolcnt 
disturbance of the present organization, and Avhich Avill, at the same time, maintain 
the proper and legitimate authority of the Mudirs. 

Eor the present, therefore, I reserve my opinion on the Decree submitted in 
jour despatch No. 54(5 of the lUth May, and 1 trust that the observations I have now 
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made will enable the subject to bo settled in Egypt without further reference to Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

As regards the general supervision to bo exorcised by Europeans over the Ministry 
of the Interior, Avhilo Her Majesty’s Government consider that groat advantage might 
be secured both to the people and the Khedive’s Government by such supervision, 
they refrain at this moment from insisting upon appointments AA'hich are not in 
accordance with the present vioAvs of Nubar Pasha, avIio is willing to assume the 
whole responsibility of the good Avorking of the affairs of the interior without 
European supervision. Her Majesty’s Government reserve to thomseh'es, in case of 
need, the full right to advise the Khedive to appoint one or more European Inspectors 
Avith well-defined poAvers and duties. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 145. 

Nubar Pasha to Tigrane Pasha. 

(Telegraphique.) Alexandrie, le 28 Juin, 1881. 

NON SEULEIMENT tout fidlah po'^sede le droit do s’adresser directement au 
Tribunal, mais encore Decrct special (Mijoiguant ii tons les Chefs d’Administration do 
deferor d’ofiico au Jugc-Instructeur toute plainte ou requete qu’un indmdu quel- 
conquo lour adresserait pour so plaindre d’un fonctionnaire. Le droit do s’adiesscr 
directement au Tribunal est absolu. Vous telegraphicrai d’aillours domain du Cairo. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 145. 

Nubar Pasha to Tiijrane Pasha. 

(Telegraphique.) ^ _ Cairo, le 29 Jum, 18S4. 

NOUS avoirs cherche la contradiction quo signale Amtrc telegramme; nous ne 
I’avons pas trouvee. Comme jc vous I’ai telegraphie d’Alcxandrie, la loi dounc dans 
tons les cas a tout individu le droit do porter plainte directement au Tribunal contro 
tout fonctionnaire, et une justice qui ne contiendrait pas ce droit no scrait pas unc 
justice. Eu outre, j’ai a'ouIu quo toute plainte presentee contre un fonctiouuairc 
public a un agent quolconque do I’autorite fat I’objct d’unc information obligaloire 
faitc par un delcgue do rordre judiciaire dcsigne par le President du Tribunal." C’est 
dans cc but quo le Ddcrct du 10 iMars, 1881, a etc rendu sur ma proposition. 


No. 1IG. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncofote.—(Received .Juhj 26.) 

Sir, B7/r Office, July 26, 1881. 

I AIM directed by tlio Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Granville, the inclosed copies of a letter Avhich has been received 
in this Department from the General Officer commanding the troops in Egypt. 

I am, «&c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. IIG. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stojdienson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Sir, Head-Quarters, Cairo, July 7, 1881. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th June, 1881, I liaA'C the honour to 
forAvard hcrcAvith correspondence relating to— 

1. Strength of Egyptian army. 

2 and 3. Instructions to JMajors Kitchener and Stuart-Wortley. 

4. Instructions to officer commanding, Kench. 

[4GSJ 
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Tlio 1st battalion Eoyal Sussex Eegiment left Assiout on the 2Gtli June, 1884, 
for Assouan, in order to reinforce the Egyptian troops at that place; the 
should reach Assouan this day, uherc they uill he under the orders the senior officer, 

Brigadier-General Grenfell, of the Egyptian army. i pj. n • +i yifu I'ncfonf 

lire 2nd hattahon Duke of Cornwall s Light Infantry left Cairo on the 4th instant 
for Keneh, in order to give confidence to the natives ot that district. Hus hattalion 

should arrive at Keneh on Wednesday, the 9lh instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EEEDK. STEPHENSON. 


Inclosm’e 2 in No. 146. 

Egyptian Army.—Statement of Effective Strength, June 30, 1884. 
[Already printed.] 


Inclosure 3 in No. 146. 

Major Kitchener's Instructio7is. 

Cako, March 27, 1884. 

WAJOE KITCnENEE, accompanied hy Major Euiidlc, ivill proceed as (luickly 

as possible to Berher. . , t-, t,. • i- 

They will render all possible assistance to Uussein Pasha Khahla in any negotia¬ 
tions for opening the Berlier-Siiakin road, and in carrying out any instructions which 
Gordon Pasha mav give, should he he able to communicate with them. ^ ^ 

They will communicate to the Sirdar daily, when possible, the state of the district. 
They ivill inauire on their way at Korosko and Abou Ahmed if they ivill incur 
imiuiuent danger in proceeding to Berber, and if such be the case, they will stop and 
await orders from Cairo, or as may seem to bo most advisalilo. ... 

They will obtain all possible information as regards the Jceliiigs of the tribes, liotli 
in the direction of Suakin and in the direction of Dongola. ^ ^ ^ ^ , 

They will act as far as possible in conjunction wuth Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cliermside, who is acting as Political Assistant to Gcncial Giaham. 


luclosure 4 in No. 140. 

Major Stuart-Wortley's Inslriictions. 

Major Stuart-Wortlcy, enn • i June 23, ISSi. 

AS I intimated to you in my telegram of the 20th instant, I propose to accede 
to Major Kitchener’s request, and instruct you direct; you will therefore address all 

^ I am about to receive instructions to place myself under the orders of Lieutenant- 
General Sir E. Stephenson, and this Memorandum will therefore be submitted for his 

approval ere it is posted. , . , , -r, -i. -li 4 ? 

2. I have considered your report of the IGth instant.^ Ecading it with a copy ot 

the contract, it aiipears that Sheikh Kilani and the Jowazis arc receiving considerably 
more assistance than was contemplated at the end of May, and arc therefore, ol 
course, more expensive. The Sheikh undertook to protect the Arba ain road as tar 
south as Selimah for certain monetary considerations. He is not justified in asking 
for transport or tents. Point this out to the Sheikh. , , . i 

3. Colonel Wfitsoii and I understood from Ivilani and lus Excellency isiiuar 
Pasha that food and forage were procurable in the oasis. 

4. It noAV appears you have provided tiie Arabs with some tents and transport. 

5. Your expenditure for transport is approved up to date, Imt I request you will 

not incur further liabilities Avithout authority. ^ ^ ^ , 

G. If, after personal experience, you are satisfied that all the Sheikhs, men, ana. 
horses cannot be fed from the oasis, report lioiv many can be, and state how many 
should be kept on the Arba’ain road, bearing in mind that Avhen I concurred with his 
Excellency Nubar Pasha’s proposition for Ihc employment of these men, it was under 
the supposition his Excellency’s iiilormation was correct, and that icbols once in the 
oasis would recruit their animals and advance on the Nile Valley. 
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If this is impossible, it appears a very small number of scouts will be sufficient, 
and the remainder might be employed in the Nile Valley or disbanded. 

7. Your proposed disposition of the men is approved, but you arc not to proceed 
further soutli than Selimah until further orders. If possible you ivill communicate 
with Wady Ifalfa from some point on the road betwcim Shcb and Selimah. 

8. You sliould make Kilani and his Sheikhs carry out all movements according 
to contract, and not let him rely upon you for assistance in the execution of your 
orders. 

9. I shall be glad to have a further report as soon as you arc prepared to start for 
Khargeh. 

10. In conclusion, I desire to assure you I have no doubt you have done your 
utmost in your novel task. 

(Signed) EVELYN WOOD, Sirdar. 


Inclosurc 5 in No, 14G. 

Instructions for Officer Commanding at Keneh. 

1. TO protcci. the toivn against attack from hostile tribes, and any disturbance 
from within. 

2. The security of the town and the preservation of order are under your 
charge. 

3. In order to obi ain the earliest possible notice of any hostile movement 
against the tmvn you musi make yourself thoroughly acquainted with all the tracks 
by which Keneh is accessibh', Avhethcr from Kosscir, the right bank of the Nile, 
or the intermediate desert across which arc several caravan routes from the Soudan. 

The distance of the nearest wells along all these routes should be ascertained, and 
information as to the next wells beyond, and the direction of these routes obtained, so 
far as lies in your power. 

T’hc officers under your command should be ('luployed upon this duty, and every 
possible information upon this subject obtained from the Mudir and any trustworthy 
sources. 

4. Yon Avill take such measures as you may think fit for the protection of the 
town, as well as the security of the men’s quarters, by constructing cartlnvorks, or by 
other means, forwarding beforehand to head-quarters, for approval, the measures you 
propose, accompanied by a plan. 

5. You must place yourself in frequent communication rvith the Mudir, and keep 
yourself informed of all local occurrences, and the feeling of the inhabitants. 

G. Conciliatory behaviour on the part of all under your (*ommand, and, especially, 
orderly conduct on the part of the men, must be strictly enforced. 

7. A diary of events to bo forwarded to head-quarters weekly, and communication 
by telegraph to be used AvlicncAan’ there is anything of importance to communicate. 

8. Eeports of the information obtained along the various routes and tracks to be 
fonvarded to head-quarters. 

9. You will probably be also able to inform yourself from time to time of the 
slate of the country on the other—the left—side of the river. 

(Signed) J. C. DOEMEE, Major-General, 

Chief of Staff. 

Head-Quarters, Cako, July 3, 1884. 


No. 146 A. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 26, 6 P.M.) 

(No. 600.) 

(Telegraphic.) ^ Alexandria, July 20, 1884, 3'30 P.M. 

YOUE Lordship’s telegram No. 275 of yesterday. 

Nuhar Pasha believes MaxAvell’s salary Avas 1,700/., but cannot say for certain till 
his return to Cairo to-day. He is inclined to make amount of salary offered dependent 
on presumed qualifications of person proposed for place ; and he aa’^ouUI prefer a short 
term ol probation, say, one year or two, before engaging him for a longer period. 

He attaches the greatest imjiortance to post of Prociveur-General; would like a 
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mm mtliout En-lisli or Indian prejudices, above all an organizer, nlio could draw up 
Code of Procedure. lie would recommend higher salary lor a man iinitiug qualities 

requisite. 

No. 14613. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office Inj the War Office, July 2G. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington.—{Received at tne 

TFfl)' Office 2 p.M.) 

Cairo, July 26, 1884, M5 p.m. 

Omi^Sr^cant, fourteen privates, Egyptians, deserted IFady Haifa on IGth and 
17th July; supposed to have gone to their liomcs. No desertions reported since from 

Enmdon says ho docs not think political situation such as would justify i^nninu- 
tion of Mish force available for any emergency in Ciuro_ or Lower Egypt. 
Military considerations, however, malu' it necessary to send reinforcements up the 
river, and, so far as he can judge, ho agrees in that necessity, iherolore be may say 
that it is urgent that there should be another battalion sent. 

HymasinVor asking for another battalion is doubt as to Egyptian army and 
enemy’s movements. 


No. 117. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncejote.—{Received July 28.) 

o. ^ Admiralty, July 20,1881. 

I All coiunmudcd by my Lords Commissioners of tlie Admiralty to rorward 
horeivith, tor the perusal of Earl Clranyille, tuo pn,o coines ol a lot or, ilated tho 
7th instant, from the Coiuinaudcr-in-cbiet on the llediterraneau bteition, dealing 
with the question of taking friendly tribes near Suakin into Pritish pay. 

^ I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGHEGOIl. 


Inclo.sure 1 in No, 117. 

Vice-Admiral Lord John Hay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

g.j, “Helicon,” at Suez, July 7, 1881. 

’ ALTIIOUGII my telegram of the 3rd instant,_ copy of which is ap])ended, which 
I addressed to you for their Lordships’ information, in reply to their Imrdsh'ps’ telegram 
of the 2nd instant, copy of which is also appended, expresses the opinion that I formed 
after consultation with Colonel Chermside and Commodore Molyueux, yet, pcrhajis, I 
may Avith advantage add a few observations on the subject, _ . i i • i 

2. I am aware that considerable dilference of ojiinion existed at the period Ai hich 
immediately followed the victories gained by our army over Osman Eigna’s forces as 

to the cxiicdiency of taking the friendly tribes into pay. _ 

3. Erom what I have heard since my arrival at Suakin, I am inclined to believe 
that, especially if it had then bemi known that an expedition into the interior w as 
contcmiJated, it Avould have been a measure having much to recommend it, 

4. llie chief objection to it now, as then, if it were practicable and tor other 
reasons expedient, is that by such a measure we cannot I'rce ourselves from some 
responsibility as to the future of those with whom we enter into so close a relation. 

^ 5. At the time I speak of, Osman Eigna’s power Avas broken ; his prestige had 
departed, Avhile the tribes, Avhether they hud taken part against us or not, Avere ready 
to join with the Avinning cause. 


6. If the tribes had been joined in league Avith us, Osman Eigna could never have 
raised his head again. 

7. The supernatural poAvers which, it Avas asserted, he derived from the Mahdi 
Avere proA'cd to have been an imposture. In fact, the cause of the Mahdi Avas a failure, 
and Osman Digna was a fugitive. 

8. After a while, hoAvever, our troops left Suakin, and Egyptian troops came to 
rciilace them, and the field was left open among the various L-ihes to the ablest, the 
most enterprising, and the most unscrupulous man. In these respects Osman Eigna 
is without a rival. He seems to be the one man of capacity in this region. 

9. By the exercise of persuasion and unbounded energy on the one hand, backed 
up by a devoted band of fanatical followers, and, on the other hand, by threats 
enforced by the practice of the most horrible cruelty, Osman Eigna succeeded in 
gathering together a small force AAdiich has noAV SAVollen into something like 6,000 
men. 

10. The tribes disposed to bo friendly Avcrc coerced in detail and gave AA^ay, 
excepting about Avhat arc represented by 2,000 men Avho arc noAV scattered about and 
hesitating Avhat to do, as stated in my telegram before quoted; they fear for their 
families and their cattle; they have no prominent leaders, and, Avdiilc they detest Osman 
Digna, fear to refuse to join him. 

11. I have said that it is not desirable to take these 2,000 men into pay now, 
because they cannot stand alone against the enemy. If avc could march a British 
force to attack Osman Eigna, it miglit be a good measure noAV to take them into pay, 
but this we are not prepared to do. 

12. I haA’o also alluded to the contingency of a change of circumstanco& 
Avarranting such a j)olicy ; by tliat I mean that the exi.sting discontent among 
Osman Eigna’s force might, Avithout any effort or action on our part, break into 
momentary revolt; such an occasion it Avould be Avell to seize upon, and by judicious 
use of money to bind tlio Avavering to tliose Avho arc anxious to make common cause 
Avith us. 

13. When our troops land and are ready to )narclx to Ilandoob, it Avould probably 
he desirable at that moment, even if Osman Eigna Avas not, in the first place, attacked 
at Tamai, to take the friendly tribe's in pay. They Avould be of great use to us in 
protecting our communications; tlicir being faithful Avould bo secured by their 
families being dependent iqxon us for protection. 

14. It is, I feel, of great im])orta]Acc that avc .should not take the friendly tribes 
into pay unless avc are certain Avhat avc are going to do at Suakin, or as to the 
Suakin-Bcrber expedition. 

15. If the expedition is to take place, or if Osman Eigna’s force is to be attacked 
in any case and dispersed by our troops, it Avould or might be good policy to take the 
tribes into pay. But if the expi'dition did not take place, and it Avas not decided 
to send a force against Osman Eigna, I should not be disposed to take the tribes 
into pay. 

16. Assuming the latter cmxrsc to he pursued, avc should, I presume, continue to 
hold Suakin, as noAV, Avith Avhatcver force Avas necessary. The only Avay in Avhich the 
tribes in tliis region could in such a case be brought to I'cason Avould be by blockading 
the coast and allowing no communication hetAveen Snakin and tho country. 

17. To make this efl'cctivc no exceptions could be admitted. And it would 
be exceedingly iucoiiA^cnient to have to shut out tribes Avho had been taken into 
our pay. 

18. Thci’c is no use in thinking for a moment of the friendly trihes, by them- 
scIa'cs, protecting tho construction of the contemplated raiLvay to Ilandoob, Avhatcver 
they may do beyond; that must be done by British and Egyptian troops in intrenched 
works along the route, communication being kept up by an armed train carrying guns, 
machine-guns, and electric light. 

19. This, hoAA’cv('r, is always assuming that Osman Eigna has not been driA^cn 
from Tamai, and those Avells permanently occupied by troops or friendly tribes in 
sufficient force. 

20. Under any circumstances, 1 think that tho decision as to the friendly tribes 
being taken into pay should be alloAved to ri'st Avith the officer in command at Suakin, 
whether he bo the Commodore,-as noAv, or a General commanding the forces, as appears 
to be in contemplation. 

21. Tin* decision being arrived at, having in vicAV the principles I have 
endcavonied tt) lay doAvn as those Avhieh should guide ns, 1 may observe that AAdioever 
decides aaIII, in Colonel Chermside, have the advantage of an adviser Avhosc intimate 
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knowledge of the tribes is remarkable, whose capaeity for obtaining, sifting, and 
assessing the value of information with regard to them is most conspicuous, and who 
is possessed of sound judgment and discretion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HAY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 147. 

Vice-Admiral Lord John Huy to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 3, 1884. 

YOUH No. 181. 

After consultation with Governor and Commodore, consider time past for taking 
tribes into pay as a policy to be now definitely carried out. I'hoy no longer wish it 
themselves. Ericndly tribes are scattered, there is no leader nor coherence. They are 
being coerced into uniting with enemy. They arc not now strong enough to retake 
wells of Handoob. A discretionary power should be given to pay as many as 2,000 
at not over 4 dollars a-month, if circumstances change and justify this course, 
Eriendly tribes arc in great perplexity as to course they should take, they must give 
answer to Osman Digna in six days. They arc advised by Governor to observe 
neutrality, avoid bloodshed, but defend their own separate localities. 


Inclosurc 3 in No, 147. 

Vice-Admiral Lord John Hay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 2,1884. 

GOVEENOR has repeatedly suggested taking friendly tribes into pay, give them 
arms. 

What is your opinion ? 


No. 148. 


Mr. Eyerton to Earl Granville .— (Received July 28, I-30 P.M.) 

(No. 502.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 28, 1881, noon. 

YOUR telegram No. 276. 

Niibar Pasha has no answer yet to his tclegrain to Governor of Dongola to find 
out language in which General Gordon's letter was written, but lie has little 
or no doubt that it was in Arabic, with General Gordon’s own English signature 
and seal. 


No. 119. 

!/?•. Eyerton to Earl Granville.—(Received by ieleyraph, July 28.) 

(No. 745. Ext. 502.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 28, 1884. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's telegram No. 270 of the 25th instait, 
asking me to ascertain in wluit language the letter addrt'ssod by Gomwal Gordon to 
the Mudir of Longola Avas written, i have the honour to inform your Lordship that 
Nubar Pasha has not yet receiA'cd an ansAvor to the telegram he sent to the Mudir on 
the subject. 

His Excellency lias, ImwoATr, little or no doubt that it Avas Avritten in Arabic, 
with General Gordon’s oavu signature in English and Arabic seal. 

I have', &c. 

(Signed) EU1\AN U. EGERTON. 


No. 150. 

Mr. Eyerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 28, P35 p.m.) 

(No. 503.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, .July 28, 1884, 12T5 P.M. 

EROM information from Dongola, it seems clear that province is quiet, and that 
Mudir has dispersed rebels opposed to him about McraAvi, and driA'cn them into desert. 
He is still ajAparently near Debbab, and, from a telegram received, it does not 
seem probable that he will come to Dongola himself to meet Kitchener, Avho is on his 
Avay there. Petitions have come from the Dongola army asking for reinforcements in 
order to recaj)turc Berber and Khartoum. 


No. 151. 

Mr. Eyerton to Earl Granville.—(Received by teleyraph, July 28.) 

(No. 746. Ext. 503.) 

llily Lord, Cairo, July 28,1884. 

WITH refercAicc to my telegram No. 503 of to-day, I have tlic honour to inclose 
copies of three telegrams received yesterday by Nubar Pasha from the Aludir of 
Dongola at Debbab, from the Vekil of the province and officers of the Dongola troops, 
and from the Commandant of the forces, from AAdiich it seems clear that the proAdnee 
is quiet, and that the Ifudir has dispersed the rebels in the MaroAvi district; but it 
does not seem likely that he A\ill liimsclf come to Dongola to meet iMajor Kitchener, 
AAdio is ]ioAV on his Avay there. 

The Vekil’s telegram mentioned contains urgent request for the dispatch^ of 
reinforcements for the recapture of Egyptian possessions in the Soudan, including 
Berber and Khartoum. 

The Commandant is anxious tliat some persfii may he sent from Egypt to sec for 
himself the tranquil position of the country, as lu' says his OAvn Report and thc^fudir’s 
are not believed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN U. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 151. 

The Governor of Donyola to Nubar Pasha. 

( Traduction.) 

(TVdegraphiquc.) El-Debbah, le 29 Ramadan, 1301. 

J’El’AIS a I’extreme frontiere de la Moudirieh quand j'ai recu votre telegramme 
dll 17 Jiiillet, 1881, relatif ii la prochaiin' arrivee d’un oificicr Anglais et d’un MoaAviu 
Egyptien qui ont a conferer avec Ic Cheik Saleh. 

II y a line grande distance qui me separi' de ces Agents, ct s’opposc comme obstacle 
au desir que j’ai d’cxecuti'r Ics ordres de votre Excellence. 

A cause de cotte distance les dits agents n’auront peut-etre pas le temps d’arriver 
pour conferer avec le Cheikh de El-Kelabie. 

La situation do la Moudirieh cst cxcclh'iite. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 151. 

The Vekil of the Province of Donyola, and the Captains of the Cavalry at Maroni, to 

Nubar Pasha, 

(Traduction.) 

(Telegraphiquc.) El-Debbah, le 28 Ramadan, 1301. 

APllES la defaite ii lui infligeo la A'cille du Dimanche au point de El-Debbah, lo 
malfaiU'iir, qiii so dit [sicY Mahdi, s’est retranehe dcrrii're les montagnes de El-Hctani, 
<[iii dominent le Nil en face d(' I’llc de Hussi'in Narti. II a fait dcs recrutemonts 
d’liommes auxqucls il a fait faire des redoutes dans la ditc localite. A cette nouA'elle 
le Moudir a rccrute 3,000 A'olontaires, ct est alle avec nous ii la dite locality le 

• ? L'fiiuir du.—E. H. E. 








26 Rainaclan, 1301, pour attaqucr rcimomi, (pii' nous avons trouvc pret a nous livrcr 

' j\'jalgr6 les fcux bien nourris do rciuieiui nous avons rciissi a lo fairc degucrpir dc 

scs rctrancliemcnts a unc dcini-hcure do la nuit. 

Lcs pertes de I’enncmi soul iminonsc-s; nous avons coinpto 300 lionnncs morts sur 
place. C’cst la nuit qui nous a empoc ho dc capturor lo rcstc dcs liordes. ISos pcitos 
sout insignifiantcs~iin mort et quelqiics blesses, qui scront gueris bientoi de leuis 

^^‘"''iTlendcmain de la bataillc notre Moudir a fait poursuivre I’enneini par Gawclat 
Effcndi et Ibrabim Aga. L’enuemi, tout deconcerte, est on ^cc moment (Usperse a 
El-Dakalib (Atenour). Apr6s cotte bataille nous esperons qu il ^ 
du cote du kalidi. Mais il est a esperer aussi quo le Gouveruement dc feou Altcssc no 
pcrdcra pas les aA'antages dc ces vietoires suecossivcs qm out plongd 1 ennemi dans la 
terreur, et donnd do bonnes lecons aux habitants de la Moudirieh. _ 

Pour utiliser ces avantages il nous faut avoir d urgcncc dcs rcnlorts qui icndiaient 
notre iMoudir a nicmc de rouvrir touti's lcs possessions du Gouvernement au Soudan, 
en pen dc temps, y compris Berber et Khartoum. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 151. 

The Commander of the Army of Bonyola to Nnhar Pasha. 

^Traduction.) 2g 1Q84. 

J’AI appris dcs personnes arrivant du nord avee des marcliandises Egyptiennes 
qu’un certain Soliman Kabara, originairc dc Haifa, repand dc faux bruits sur la situa¬ 
tion de Dongola pour faire croirc quo la Moudirieh a capitu e. 

Le Commandant Militairc dc Haifa doit avoir pretd foi a ces bruits autrement le 

Gouvernement n’aurait point refuse 1 envoi dc renf01 ts. , i. •. n 

Je crois devoir ddclarer quo ces bruits sent faux et quo la situation est excellente, 
surtout depuis la defaitc qui a 6td infligec aux rcbclles a Marowi pour donner des 
rdflexions^salutaircs aux habitants dc cettc localite clout la soiimission nest plus 

^^*P C^Sait pour sc soiistrairc aux poursuites dirigees centre liii et ii lours consdqiienccis 
que Soliman a cm pouvoir exploiter la situation pour dieter au Gouvernement do Son 
Altcsso riiitcntioii d’abandonnor a cllc-mcmK' toiito la :Moudirieh do Doip^ala. 

Votre Exeellcncc voiidva bicn le fairc arreter pour nicttrc iin terme aux faux 
bruits qu’il repand et qui sent pour les soldats de Haifa une cause cK docouragement 
Lc^premier :Maitrc des Ceremonies dc Son Altessc le Khednc me dcmancle 
souvent par telegrammc ee qu’est dcvenii le IMiidir, ou il est, et comment ^ont lcs 

Il raralt^uo'nrarfpOM n’impire aucunc cmfiancc au Gouvernement, encore 

Dar'ee tte “voir proposer 1. votre Eveellence d’envoyer ciueU^’un iei et 
oviminer la situation sur place. Une paroille mission aiirait, .1 en domic a 1 avance la 
Situde, pour tout resultat, de constater lafidelite de la IMoudirieh au Goiivcrneinent 
de Son Altessc le Kbedivc. 


No. 152. 

Mr. Egerion to Earl Granville.—{Received July 28, 1'40 P.M.) 

^ CfmVo, July 28, 1881, 12-30 P.M. 

^ KITCHENEB denies story of O’Kclly, “ Daily NenV’ correspondent, of deseiHon 
amongst his Bedouins. He has not lost one man. Major ortlcy 
iavoiirablo report of his Bedouins, a jiart of which he wishes to lead ton aids 

Dongola. 
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No. 153. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, July 28.) 

(No. 747. Ext. 504.) 

My Lord, Guiro, July 28, 1884. 

Sill EVELYN WOOD informs me that Major Kitchener denies the story- 
telegraphed by Mr. O’Kelly, M.P., the “Daily News” correspondent at Assouan and 
the Egyptian frontier, to the effect that fifty of his Bedouins had deserted; on the 
contrary. Major Kitehencr says that not one single man has left him. 

Major Wortlcy, Avho has been travelling n ith his Bedouins, the Jewasics, in the 
western desert, posting men at Beris and Seleina, reports very favourably of his men 
and their Sheikh Gilani. Of these latter, as tribes wholly settled in the Nile Valley, 
not so much was expected as of the Ababdiehs. Major IVortley’s Eeport is, therefore, 
very satisfactory; he says he thinks they n ill follow him anywhere, and wishes to take 
them south of IVady Haifa to the neighbourhood of Dongola. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) EDIVIN H. EGEBTON. 


No. 154. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Sir B. Maxwell. 

Sir, Foreign Office, .July 28, 188-i, 

I AM directed by Earl Granville to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
30th ultimo, informing him of the difference which has arisen betAveen Dr. Crookshank 
and yourself in regard to the poAvers appertaining to your respective ofliees of 
Procurcur-General and Director-General of Prisons in Egypt, and of the reasons 
wdiieh have induced you to jilaee your resignation in the hands of Nubar Pasha. 

Lord Granville has desired me to express to you the regret Avith Avhich ho has 
heard of this oecurrenec; but after careful consideration his Lordship is of opinion 
that it Avould be belter that any communications Avhieh you may have to make about 
the aiVairs of your Departimnit shoAild be addressed to the Egyptian Government, A\ho, 
if they think^fit, can bring the matter to the nolico of Her Majesty’s Government 
through the British llcpresentative in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 155. 

Consul Baker to Earl Granville.—{Received Juli/ 29.) 

(No. 25.) 

My Lord, Suahin, .July 15, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship the folloAving facts Avith 
regard to the present position of the population of Agig, a place and port doAvn this 
coast, Avhose latitude is 18° lo north. 

On the 0th instant the Egyptian paddle-boat “ Dib-cl-Bahr ” Avas sent to Agig 
with her eondimsing apparatus, in consequence of a report having reached Suakin 
that the population Avas in danger of attack by folloAVcrs of Osman Digna, and 
also that their Avater su])i)ly Avas failing. Commodore jMolyneux was so impressed 
Avith the importance of tliis matter, that he aflerAvards, on the same day, dispatched 
HerMajesCA’s ship “Condor” to Agig to operate, if necessary, against the rebels. 
The “ Condor ” returned on the 9th instant, and reported that there Avas no immediate 
danger of attack, but that the population had no Avholesomo fresh Avater until 
the arrival of the “ Dib-el-Bahr,” and that unfortunately there Avas not at Agig (as 
had been thought) any tanks or cisterns to store Avater, so that the “ Dib-el-Bahr ” 
could only condense daily enough for the day’s consumption. I had previously heard 
of this fact, and suggested that the “Dib-el-Bahr” should take a lloating tank 
doAvn Avith her, but the official information Avas unfortunately all against it, and 
as the tank-boat Avas Avanted here it was not sent. 

On the 12th instant Her j\Iajesly’s ship “ AVoodlark,” Avhich left Suakin on 
the 5th for lloAvayyeh and Agig, returned here and reported that all Avas quiet 
[4bS] 2 B 
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at and that the “ Dih-cl-Bahrwas still condensing water, and storing it 

in old butter-pots. Mr. Brewster, Direetor of Customs, who visited Agig m the 
“ Woodlark,” reports that the population consists of 1,800 women and children, 

and 200 men, and that all are on the island. 0 , 14 . 

The island is about half-a-milc from the mainland, and has a numher of mat-huts, 
in which the more fortunate of the population live, and also a garrison of about 
fifteen men—Egyptians. There is no drinkable water on the island, nor near 
the coast on the mainland. The garrison could, it would seem, easily clef end itself by 
earthworks, hut the population would, for its protection and victualling, reqiurc con¬ 
siderable works and Commissariat arrangements, although I have reason to believe that 
the estimate ( 2 , 000 ) of the number of the population is considerably exaggerated. It 
is, however, true that in normal times a floating population arrives at certain seasons, 
which augments the total population to nearly 3,000, and I am informed by the 
Director of Customs that Agig then brings in a revenue of over _00/. a-montii 
from exports and imports alone. It is therefore clear that Agig is a place whicli 
should not be given up without grave reasons. On this point T have the honour 
to transmit to vour Lordsliip the copy of a telegram to General Wood from Governor 
Chermside, which the latter gentleman communicated to me yesterday evening, 
and which enumerates seven reasons Avhy Agig should not be abandoned. 

I concur substantially in all these reasons except that Avith regard to Iso. o. i do 
not think it Avould be impossible to persuade the women and children to leave their 
present uncomfortable and dangerous quarters if offered an asylum aud_ lood at 
Suakiu, and I am strongly of opinion that they could be much more economically fed 
and nrotcctcd here than at Agig; and here they Avoiild practically be hostages lor the 
o-ood behaviour of their husbands and fathers, avIio with their cattle, are away inland 
and siibiect to some extent to the coercion and cajolery of Osman Digna. 

If the Avomen and children Avere brought here that step need not bo taken m a 
manner amounting to a formal abandonment of the place (Agig). A small garrison 
could be left entrenched on the island a\ ith provisions, Avater, and ammunition for tAVO 
or three months, and visited by a gun-boat from Suakiu every three or four weeks 
This Avould be a simple and inexpensive arrangement in comparison Auth Avliat would 
be nccessarv for the adequate defence and A'ictnailing of a large population of chielly 
women and children: and of course soldiin-s by the ntitiircof tlieir prolcssion are bound 
to run greater risks than ciA’ilians. I telegraphed briefly in this sense to Mr. Egeitou 
on the 12th instant, and further consideration has only strengthened my views on tins 
point. In fine it would, I think, bo very dangerous to leave the Avomeii and children 
at Ao'io-, unless serious and substantial expenses A\ere incurred for their protection and 
victualUng, and that they should therefore be brought here, as was the case with the 
population of Tokar after its relief by General Grahain 

And I am also of opinion that tlic women and children might safely be sent 'laclv 
to A^-i" so soon as the railwav is completed as far as Bir-lTandoob as that, once a fait 
ftccomnli, will, I think, etfectually break the poAver of Osman Digna by aitrading Irom 
him all the tribes Avho are (as thi'y most of them are) only Avaiting lor some tangible 
cvidenci' of AAliich is the strongest side— evidence Avhich is of course wanting so long as 
Osman Di^-iia can nightly attack iis here Avithont our being able to follow his people 

n single mile, although they arc generally a mere handful of men. 

I liaA'c, &c. 

(Signe 1) A. BAKEB'. 


Inclosurc in No. loo. 

Gor(.rncr Chermside to General Wood. 

tT d "'’aphic') Suahiu, dull/ 14, 1884. 

^ 1. 'agig is a port in Beni Amcr country, their federation 011 lied Sea Littoral, 

thouadi Aiavering, is most important. 

2. Agig, port on flank important, Tidcar district, AAdiiclgin case of operations, may 

3 ' Prestign right aivay to borders of Egypt aaHI sulVer by lurthcr evacuations. 

‘4. Good harbour betAVOcn Suakiu and Ma^sowah: tmaitorial rights should not bo 

5. The men liaA'O gone aa ith their flocks to the mountains near ilabbab district 


with Baschida tribe; the women and children cannot be left to their fate; they object 
to deportation. 

G. Building-wood, lime, butter, sheep, cattle, supplied from Agig. 

7 . Smuggling of arms, liquor, and slave-running Avould commence. 


No. 166. 

Mr. Eejerton to Earl Granville .— (Received July 29.) 

(No. 714.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 19, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 481 of yesterday’s date, I liaA'o the honour 
to inclose hcrcAvith copy of a telegram from Colonel Chermside, reporting that 
IMohammcd Bagha Avas a post contractor on Berber road, and left Suakin for Cairo 
in January after his promotion. 

Zebchr Pasha, Avho Avas questioned also on this subject, denies that he employed 
any man from Suakiu as his messengers to General Gordon, nor any one Avho had 
previously been in the Govcinment service. 

The message sent through Zebchr Pasha by this Agency Avas taken by three 
messengers, aa ho left Cairo together. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN D. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No, 15G, 

Colonel Chermside to General Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, June 18, 1884. 

YOURS 17th. 

Mohammed Ragha, spelt on seal ( ), ex post contractor, Berber road, loft 

here for Cairo January, after promotion cm'a il rank Biinbaslii liy Suleiman Pasha, Niazi. 


No. 167. 

Mr. Ecjci ton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 71G.) 

My Lord, _ Cairo, July 19, 1881. 

IN ansAver to the question contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 328 of the 
1th instant, Nubar Pasha informs me that in consequence of the measures Avhieh he 
ilescribes as luiAing been taken somoAvliat hastily by Mr. Clifford Lloyd, it AA'as decided 
to form a Commission of Examination to go into the cases of the prisoners, and to 
release those Avhom it Avas possible to set free. 

In a General Commission at each Tribunal Commissions Avere formed of 
“ substitutes.” 

These Commissions have released a certain number of persons in confinement 
after having examined their cases, Avithout subjecting them to trial, others AA'orc 
released after their cases Avere heard before the Tribunals. 

Nubar Pasha furnishes me Avith a list, Avhich I inclose hercAvith, of prisoners set 
free, or condemned, and of those Avhich remain to be tried. 

The Returns from Alexandria are Avanting, and aaUI be sent later if required. 

Ilis Excellency considers this work, of barely fiA’c months, is fairly satisfactory 
on the AA hole. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 

R.S.—I have the honour to further inclose the Returns from Alexandria, which 
I haA'o just received. 


E. II. E. 
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Inclosure in No. 157. 

Statement of Prisoners set Free or Condemned, and of those who remain to he Tried 


. 328 

. 42 

. 164 


.. 662 

.. 63 

.. 185 


.. 344 

.. 117 

.. 65 


561 

.. 220 

.. 80 


.. 993 

.. 62 

84 


.. 210 

.. 17 

.. no 


6 

3 


Le 20 Juillet, 1884. 


No. 158. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 717.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Jidy 20, 1884 

WITII reference to my clespatcli No. 715 of the 19th instant, mentioning the 
presence of Mahdi’s emissaries between Assouan and Korosko, I inclose the text of 
telegrams addressed to the Egyptian authorities on the subject. 

These telegrams cause grave anxiety to Nubar Pasha, as it is llio beginning, in his 
opinion, of an epidemic of Mahdiism in Egypt; but it is certainly very diilerent for 
the disease to break out where there arc no remedies against it, as in the Soudan, to 
what it is in Egypt, defended by English and Egyptian regulars. 

Erom accormts I have received, some Arabs, so-called Mahdi’s agents, have been 
dropping into the Nile valley from the desert and endeavouring to disturb the people. 
Tlie truth is the people are expectant, but they Avill lean to what appears the stronger 
side, and that side is the Government snpjiortcd by us. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN U. EGEllTON. 


Tantah. 

Piisonniers relaches depuis Ic fonctionnement dcs Tribiuiaux •. 
„ condanines ., .. .. .. .. 

„ ajuger 

Mansourah. 

PrLsonniers relaches depuis le fonetionuement des Tribunaux 

„ condamu6s .. .. .. .. .. 

„ ajuger 

Benha. 

Prisonniers relaches depuis le foiictionnomeut des Tribunaux .. 
„ condamucs .. .. .. 

„ ajuger 

Cuire. 

Prisonniers relaches depuis le fonctionnement des Tribunaux’ 

„ condamnes .. .. .. .. .. 

„ ajuger 


Prisons de la circonscription da Ti ifjunal d'Alexandrie. 

Prisonniers relaches .. .. .. .. ,, 

„ condamnes ., .. .. .. ,. , 

„ ajuger 

Cireonscriplion du Trihunal de Damanhonr. 

Prisonniers relaches .. ,, .. .. .. 

„ condamnes .. ,, .. .. .. . 

„ ajuger. 

Co-conscription du Tribunal de Rachid. 

Prisonniers relaehfis .. ,. .. ,, .. 

„ eoudamiies .. .. .. 

„ ajuger 

Depuis le Mars, epoque de rouverture des Tribunaux. 
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Inclosurc 1 in No. 158. 

The Sub-Inspector of Police at Korosko to the Inspector-General of Police at Cairo. 
(Traduction.) 

(Telegraphiquc.) Le 19 Juillet, 1884 

UN certain Ilassan Sidcin, portant un dtendard ct accompagne d’un Soudanien * 
et de quatre autres personnes, cst venu a Kirche, Kochmane, Abon-Hor, ct Amirkab, 
dependant du district de Kounonz, invitcr la population a rcconnaitrc Tautorite du 
Montmahdi. Les habitants out refuse ainsi quo I’ont declare a moi ct au Wckil do la 
Moudirieh les Cheikhs des Bddouins Ahmed Ilnsscin ct IMouttaeheh. Le Wckil cn a 
informe la Moudirieh. Dans cc cas, jc crois qu’il scrait mieux si vous le jngcz apropos 
de placer de la cat^aleric au lieu do I’infantcrio dans les trois localites relcA^ant du 
district de Kounonz, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 158. 

The Mudir of Esneh to the Minister of the Interior. 

(T raduction.) 

(Telcgrajdiique.) Le 19 Juillet, 1881. 

suit ce (lui a ete rapporte qn'nn individu nomme Ilusscin Sicdcin, envoye de la 
part du Mahdi, accompagne d’un Soudanien ct de quatre autres individus, parconrt 
les localites d’Ambarkab, Abon-llor, Carcha, et Kochmanie, relevant do TArrou- 
dissement do El-Kounouz, ct pousse la population de ces localites a embrasser la cause 
du Mahdi. J’ai designe le Nazir Kismo ct qnelqucs Notables do confianco a Veifet 
de so rendre sur les lieux, do rcchorcher cet individu, ct do rarretcr avec tons ses 
compagnons. 


No. 159. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 719.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 21, 1884. 

1 HAVE the honour to inclose hcrcAvith copy of the instructions addressed by the 
Egyptian Government to Mason Bey, who has been named to carry out the Treaty 
recently made between Her IMajcsty the Queen and King John of Abyssinia. 

Mason Bey Avill leave Suez on the 25th instant on board the “ Lockard.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEllTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 159. 

Instructions to Mason Bey, with reference to his Mission to Massowah. 

ms Ilighncss the Khedive has selected you to act as Special Commissioner on 
behalf of tin? Egyptian GoA'crnmont, to carry out tlie Treaty recently made betAveen 
Iler Majesty the Queen of England and Ilis IMajesty the King of Abyssinia. 

2. E]‘om this date and Aip to the date of your return to Cairo you will receive pay 
at the rate of .£ E. 200 per nu'nsein, Avhich is to covc'r all expenses for travelling, 
scrAunts, camels, &c. 

3. While employed upon this mission you Avill continue to act as Governor of 
MassoAvah, and all the Government employes at that port, civil and military, Avill bo 
under your orders. 

4. A copy of the Treaty made Avith the King of Abyssinia is attached hercAvith 
for your guidance. 

5. You Avill take eA'^eiy possible precaution to insure that the Treaty be executed 
by the dates named on it, that the Egyptian garrisons are AvithdraAvn peacefully, and 
that no hostile encounters take jdacc betweem them and the Abyssiuiaus. 

G. Captain Speedy aauII be attached as English Commissioner to act with and 
advise the Abyssiuiaus in their operations for executing the Treaty. lie will bo 
instructed to keep in constant communication Avith you and to co-ojAcrato Avith you. 
[4G8J 2 C 
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7. His Higlincss tlie Khedive having full confidence in your judgmentj all details 
arc left to your discretion as regards your manner of procedure. 

8. A copy of a telegram which has hceu sent to the Commandant of the Abyssinian 
frontier is attached for your information.* 

No. IGO. 

Mr. Eejerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 720.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 21, 188d<. 

WITH reference to my telegrams Nos. 485 and 48G of yesterday, I have the 
honour to inclose herewith translation of tlie telegram of the Mndir of Dongola to the 
Khedive, giving the text of General Gordon’s letter to him, and ashing Avhat reply ho 
should make al)ont the numhers and Avhereahouts of the relieving force. 

I telegraph this message in full in order that your Lordship may form an opinion 
respecting the genuineness of the message, as it might he only a moA’'c on the part of 
the Mudir of Dongola to find out the plans for the relief of Gordon in order to shape 
his course accordingly. But still, it is difficult to hclioA’c that the Mudir Avould have 
the audacity to send such a telegram to the Khedive unless there AA^cro good foundation 
for it. 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEBTON. 


Inclosurc in No. IGO. 

Iradieh Sanieli to Nubar Pasha. 

(Traduction.) 

(Telegraphique.) Ramadan, 1301. 

VEUILLEZ prendre connaissanco do la depeche ci-has du i\ludir de Dongola ct 
A’oir quelle cst ha reponsc qu’il faut y laire :— 

“ Traduction de la Leltre envoye'e par Gordon Pacha an Movdir de Dongola, eii date du 

28 Chaban, 1301. 

“‘Khartoum et Sennaar sont en bonne dereuse. Le porteiu' 3Iohammed Ahmed 
A'ous donnera des nouvellos. 

“ ‘ A son arrh'ee donncz-lui celles qiu! a'ous avez et dites-lui ou sc trouvent Ics 
troupes de rcufort, ct quel est leur nomine; a Khartoum il y a 8,000 homines; h* Nil 
augmentc hcaueoup. I’emettez au porteur a son arrivee 100 iMedjidichs pour compte 
dm Gouvernement. ’ 

(Siguee ct caehctcc.) 

“ J’ai rccu A'otre chilfre No. 33. 

“ Je transcris plus haul la honne nouA'clle quo je re(;ois de Gordon Pacha. L’emis- 
saire attend la reponse pour se rcMulre ii Khartoum. 

“ l^ouillez me dire qindle est la reponse que je dots faire a Gordon Pacha sur Ics 
troupes de rcufort et leur nomhre. 

“Veuillez en meme temps nu' commuui([uer toutes les instructions et mesurcs quo 
vous A'oulez lui faire parvenir aA'oe les nouA'clli's de la IMoudirieh parecque I’cmissairc a 
hate de parti r. 

(Signe) “Muniu Dongola.” 


No. IGl. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl G rani ill (’.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 722.) 

My Lord, _ _ . C.Varo, July 21, 1884. 

HAVING heard from the American ^Mission at Goos, in Upper Egypt, that there 
was some uneasiness amongst the Christians there at the extreme fanaticism ‘hoAin by 
the Mussulman inhabitants, I asked Captain Bedford to call there in one of In's 
patrolling steamers. 


♦ Sec No. 79. 
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lie did so, and saAv the Head of the Mission, the Bcv. ^Ir. Stephanos, an old 
gentleman Avho has resided for a A'cry long time at Goos, a town of about t),000 
inhabitants, of AA’hom about 300 are Protestants (result of the American IMission), and 
about 1,000 Copts. 

He stated that the situation of the Christians Avas worse now than even during 
the time of Arabi. Indeed, until the British regiment came to Kcneh, the Christians, 
from Mr. Stephanos’ account, appear to have been frequently and openly threatcnccl 
that they Avould he killed Avhen the Mahdi arrived, Avhicli they hidieved Avould happen 
A'ory shortly. No Mahommedan Avould give Avitness for a Christian, and any number 
could be found to SAAmar against them. Until lately, he said, emissaries Avero 
constantly coming across the desert and going about endi'avouring to prepare the 
people. He mentioned a man Ai ho is particularly active in this respect, and is said to 
he a spy of the ]\Iahdi, Avhom I have accordingly named to Nubar Pasha and the 
police. 

Since the arrival of the English regiment at Kcneh the people, ho says, noAV say 
secretly Avhai they used to talk of more openly, iramely, that at tlu' first Mahdi’s 
success, A\ lie!her at AVady Haifa or Korosko, tlicy Avould declare for him aiid massacre 
the Cbristiaiis, as they seem impressed Avith the belief that the Mahdi’s poAver is 
irresistible. 

All this your Lordship Avill understand is the conversation of a man, the business 
of Avhns(' life has been to combat IMahoramedanism, but making alloAA^ancc for this 
bent, of his mind, IMr. Stephanos is clearly of opinion—and ho has the experience of 
scventy-fiA'c years in Upper Egypt—that the feeling of the IMahommcdans toAA'ards 
the Christians is more hitter than it has CA'cr appeared to him before. 

I hear that at Assiout tliis feeling is A'ory strong also; and Nubar Pasha attaches 
a much greater importance than seemed to me necessary to tlie appearance of Mahdi’s 
agents in villages hetAveen Korosko and Assouan, Avhich I reported in my despatch 
No. 715 of the 19th instant. 

Persuaded of the natural peacefulness and ahscncc of fanaticism of the popula- 
lations, all that is requisite, in my oi)inion, is that nothing should bo left to chance, 
and that c\'ory proj)('r precaution, Avithout appearajice of apprehension, should bo 
employed. 

TIk! English patrolling steamers on the riA'or are imaxluahle, and as it is judged 
necessary to fake up another beffAveen ^Vssouan and Assiout, [ haA'c obtained the 
requisite permission from the Khedive for Her ^Majesty’s Navy to do so. 

At Lord dohn Hay’s iustauce I haA'c also asked for three more smaller steamers 
for tl\(! u})per river above the Eirst Cataract, to bo used, if necessary, for going beyond 
the Second Cataract, but these three steamers Avill not, as at present intended, be used 
for patrol dutic's. 

There is a little uneasiness respecting the Egyptian garrison at AVady Haifa, 
Avhero some dcserti(ms have taken ])lace from tlu* Egyptian troops, and thoAigli 
it is considered undesirable that English soldiers should he sent beyond Assouan, in 
case of need, a (h'tachment may have to he sent there. 

T’lie next six AV('cks or so Avill, I trust, proA’o that the KhediA'c’s authority is in no 
danger, and once it 1)(' clearly proved that Ids authority is stronger than the Mahdi’s 
in Egypt, this ferment of a mild and timid, hut not Avholly unimpressionable popula- 
tiou, Avill cease. 

The great thing is that there should he no officials em[)loycd in high places \\ ho 
can he suspected of Avant of loyalty to the Khedive, as it A\ould he most uudesirahle 
for Engli.sli troops to luu'c to intcrA'cno to maintain order and submission to his 
authority; on the other hand, any display of want of tact and undue suspicion on our 
own ])art, AA'hieh may alienate the natiAn's’ respect, must also be guarded agunst, hut 
under the eireumstanccs of General Stephenson being i]i command of Her Alajesty’s 
forces, I am not very apprehensive on this score. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 
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No. 162. 

Mv. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received July 29.) 

CajVo, July 21,1884. 

^ WITH reference to my despatch No. 707 of the 16th instant, relative to the 
mutiny of the Turks, I have the honour to inclose an extract from the Egyptian 
Gazette” of the 18th, Avhieh I believe is a fairly good description of the circumstances 
I may take this opportunity of mentioning that Mr. hustouitz, in his acti\c and 
gallant conduct, has only given a fresh proof of his invariable usefulness Avhen any 

As for the conduct of the authorities, I have asked lor more exact mfoimatiom 
The Miidir, from all accounts, appears to be a ivcak, amiable man, and iimking 
allmvance for exaggeration, it docs not appear that the authorities were of the slightest 
Saicein oiicllhi-the mutiny, indeed, they seem to have been inclined rather to 
resent that the police should have been used Avithoiit the ]\Iudirich having been 

h 'iastmctiTC to tlioso responsible lor order to J?" 

ononlv expressed iit Assiout for tlio mutineers, and I learn confldcntially lliat I'y- 
Cairo'theklescrting Turks arc concealed in the houses of Pashas and poisons ot good 

*’“‘‘lt'is rvcll all should see clearly the spirit with rvhieh ive haye to deal, in order that 

no proper precautions may bo neglected. n n • i,ni- T 

^ That there is intriguing in Cairo by Turks as lycll as others is very ccitam, bih I 
am not aivarc llial any actual proof has been obtained of the statement so gencia } 
made uoav —that the mutiny Avas brought about liy Turkish agents. 

As rocavds Assiout, a detaelimcut ot British soldiers is to lie sent there shortly to 

guard the depot. I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDMHN II. EGEPtTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 162. 

Extract from the “ Egyptian Gazette'' of July IS, 1884. 

The Mutiny in the Egyttian Aioit. 

(From our oAvn Correspondent.) , ; in looi 

Aantout, July lb, ihbl'. 

I HAVE delayed sending you full details by post of the Hiutiny amoug the 

Turkish troops in order to be able to send you a complete naiia ^ vm-Tlhin«' T -im 
FiiM of all, let me assure you that I Avas an eye-Avitucss ot near!) CACijthm 1. n 
about to relate, so your readers may have perfect conhdenco m the accuiat) oi mj 

"‘“‘'werdav morning the detachment of 'furhish soldiers under the eommand of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Grant Avas ordered to embark lor Assouan. At first ^ ^ 

refused to obev, and finally all the men joined in the mutuiy, say mg that tlu j n isliecl 
to receive an advance of a month’s pay, but this demand soon ehaugvd into <)ne lor an 
immediate return to Cairo, since they had been deceived nheii tlic} A\eie en^.ijjti , <i 

they had only been enlisted for servici! in Cairo. -.1 ii r 

ColonelGrant sent one of his Turkish officers to remons rate with the mutmjis 
and to assure them that their complaint Avould be hjoked mto, but thal in the in an 
time they must obey orders. This olficer not only faded to calm them, but recened a 

■bayonet Avound in the arm. , . ^ i 

‘ The Colonel then came on the ground himselt aud tried O restore o dei, 
efforts proved useless. Mr. Alexander EustoAvitz, Messrs, lliomas Cook and bms 
a^ont, then tried to induce the most turbuh'nt of tie- mutmeers ti. obey his otheer, but 
received a severe blow on the head, the full elfeeU of nlmh vw re mitigated by the 
helmet he Avas wearing, for he got olf AVith ouIn a ^ ivn- bru.M and a slight 

**'°^^^Thc Colonel and the officers, linding it impossible to bring’the lueu to ordci-, ihcn 
•withdi’cw, thinking that by leaving the mutineers a little lim> mr reheetion the 


101 


agitation would cease, and that it Avonld be unnecessary to use force to bring them to 
order. After a short time anotlu'r Tnrbish olficer Avas semt to calm the mutineers, but 
be found he could do nothing Avith them and that they intended seizing the railway 
waggons in which the ammunition Avas stored. Tlu' ti\e Fnglish officers at once Avent 
to the station and posted themselves Avitli loaded revolA crs in i heir hands so as to guard 
the ammunition Avaggons. 

The mutineers then appear to have decided to go into the town, Avhich might 
have produced very grave consequences, as there Avas considerable excitement among 
the population. The officers, along Avith Colonel Coetlogon Pasha and a detachment of 
police, then determined on guarding the Iavo roads leading from tbe Nile to Assiout. 
As soon as the mutineers ascertained this some of them determined on crossing the 
Nile and marching from village to village to Cairo; tluy crossed the river, the 
remainder of the detachment remaining at tlie encampment. 

At first it was erroneously stated that thi' mutineers had left by the raihvay line, 
and the officers, accompanied by some policemen and some Europeans Avho had 
voluntarily placed their services at the disposal of the offiei'rs, Avent up the line in a 
special train, but having proceeded about 8 kilom. and found no trace of the mutineers, 
they returned to Assiout, Cor, as I have already said, some of the mutineers had 
crossed the Nile. Colonel Giant, having a.scertaincd this to bo the casi', crossed the 
Nile, accompanied by Ca])taiu llassan Elfendi, Local Inspector of Police, and four 
Egyptian soldiers on liorsebaidv, and slartinl oif in imrsuit of the thirty-fivi' di'serters. 
Tiiis AA'as a perilous enterjirisi' for five men to undertake against an armed force so 
much superior in numbers and ^ni'pared to go to any extremity. The deserters had 
arrived at the village of ilenimoor and liad gone to the house of the Shcikh-el-Beled, 
whom they compelU'd to siqiply (liem with food. Tlicy had just finished their meal 
when Colonel Grant and his mini cami' up. Tlie Colonel ordered them to lay down 
their arms and surrender; the desertin’s rejilied by making an attack on the Colonel 
and his party. Coloiud Grant at once fired on the mutineers Avith his revolver, and 
three of them fell; they tlieu retreati'd, and on the order being rejicated to lay doAvn 
their arms, they obeyed. The Colonel, Avbo had in the meantime reloaded his rcA'olvcr, 
ordered the men to march Ix'fori' him tmvards the Nile, distant about 2 kilom. from 
Benimoor, and it Avas tlms that he pluckily brought the deserters to the bank of the 
river. 

Whilst this was taking place Messrs. Cook’s steam-ship “IMehalla” had got up 
steam and conveyed doAvn the river Colonel Coetlogon Pasha Avilh a detachment of 
police, a feAV sailors, Mr, Eustowilz, and a few Europeans, in or.ler to givi' assistance to 
Colonel Grant in case of need, for it Avas fi'lL liy all that he had undertaken a A’cry 
dangerous task. 

The steamer soon reached the spot Avhere Colonel Grant Avas Avith his prisoners, 
and they Avere speedily embarked along Avith the threeAvoundi'd men, one of AvlioniAvas 
mortally Avounded. The mntinei'rs’ rides, Avhich had been left at Benimoor, Averi' also 
brought off, and toAAards 0 o’clot;k the steamer returned to Assiout, the Avouuded 
men being sent to the hospital, aud the romaiiuler of the deserters to the toAvn 
prison. 

I had been informed that all these soldii'rs Avere to have been sent to Cairo to-day, 
but it appears that their departure has been delayed till to-morroAV. This evening, as 
I informed you by Avire, an attempt aaus made to disarm the other Turkish 
soldiers, Avho had a[)parently remained quiet; they refused, hoAvevor, to give up their 
arms, and threatened to resist any attempt that might be made to disarm them. The 
small detachment of English soldii'rs, about thirty in numbi'r, Avhich had arrived 
yesterday evening on its way to join tbe ri'giraents at Kench and A.ssouan, aaus tben 
oidcred out and aa'Us immediately marehed on to the ground. The mutineers then 
la d down their arms and surrendered most abjectly. 

It is almost unnecessary for me dAvoll upon the excitement that reigned amoug a 
part of the inhabitants, although every ed'ort Avas made to conceal the existence of the 
feeling, and the fear that reigned among another section of the inhabitants. I can 
assure you as a positive fact that some Avould have boon happy to have seen tlie 
mutineers massacre their English officers and the handful of Europeans Avho bad come 
to their assistance. Certain persons in high places even said : “ By Avhat right 
has the Colonel dared to lire on the men P” And also expressed their opinion 
that the Europeans had acted very Avrongly in aiding the English officers to suppress 
the mutiny. 

The IMudir Avas unfortunately ill vesterday, and his Wakeel was also poorly! 
1.468] - ^ 2 
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May I bo permitted to repeat that it is absolutely necessary that half a battalion of 

Eno-lish soldiers should be stationed hero ? _ . • , i -n 

What transpired yesterday suffices to confirm me m my opinion that the En^ is 
should consider the occupation of Egypt at present as the occupation of an enemy s 

^^'^^^^The mLrabffi inh^^^ ^ffio arc constantly embarrassing British action in Egypt 
would soon find their game too dangerous a one to play, and tranquillity would soon be 

insured throughout the country. , 

I would very much like to learn what Avould have been done by Ercnch, German, 

Austrian, Kussiai, Italian, Spanish or Turkish olTiccrs iii ease o -eh a ^ 

I fancy it Avould have been a case for a driimliead court-nimtial, and the immeiliato 
shoS- of a score or so of the mutineers. But if the English were to act thus 
what an outcry, and ivhat a protest would be raised against the “ Barbarians ot 

Europe ! ” 

No. 1G3. 

Mr. Eejerfon to Earl Granville.—(Received .Tuhi 29.) 

(No. 727.) Cairo, .Juhj 21, ISSt. 

* ^ I IIAVE the honour to inclose herewith the text of a telegram rcccii cd to-day 

from Colonel Duncan, and giving news from ICordofan. 

I have, cvc. 

(Signed) EDM IN II. EGElliON. 


Inclosurc in No. 103. 

Colonel Duncan to General Sir E. IVood. 

, Assouan, Juhj 21, ISSI. 

( e jiamcd Abdur-Balimaii-cz-Zebia, has arrived Irom Kordofau, 

Avhich Im left sixty days ago. lie left Dongola seventeen days ago, having remained 
there tAVO days. lie has been twenty-oiu' yc'ars in Ivordofau, and has been lately a 
'i-rcat deal Avith the iMahdi, from Avhom, however, ho made his escape. 

” llis village is in the Province of Kench, and he asks me to send him home. I 
have promised to do so after I receive a reply from you. In the meantime, 

remains Avith the Nazir-cl-Ivism. IIis ncAVS is very intorcsting if ti uc . . , ^ 

An officer of Hicks’ army came with him as far as Dongola, and remained +J)cic, 
his name is Lieutenant Bedewi Effcndi Khnlifa. Is such a man in the list of the 

Ls quiot, and ao ^ made to Ids leaving. 


rsItSX t-' »"'> “gainst the 

.uaadl HI td heard that Berhot? lit fallen. Many <>r Iltchs a^y.^wto had 
dispersed before the battle m search of water, aic noAA in the lulls iicai 
Tagalla. The Catholics Avho were with the 


Mahdi. lie iiau ucaru luut -car Dagag and 

He saAV them 

shortly" before he made his escape. An artist, Avlio Avas with Hicks, is with the Maluli, 
and the merchant has often spoken to him ; ho seems nearly 30 years of age, is stout 

and lilaluli has loft Ivordofan, and is in search of the soldiers of the 

'^oud^j^^g left Khartoum, and got as far as Shendjj, but had to return, as 

there was not enough Avater. Khartoum had been surrounded by Mahdi s men, but 
they had been completely defeated by Gordon, and their leader killed. Alter this 
A icTory, Gordon sent to the Mahdi, and said that if he had any more men to send he 
Avould^ treat them in the same way. Letters pass regularly betAACCii Goidon aud 
Iilahdi. He used to see them arrive almost daily. A great many ot ^Maiulis men are 
round Khartoum, but his influence is on the Avanc. 



No. IGI. 

Mr. Eaerton to Earl Granville.—(Received .Tuhi 29.) 

(No. 728.) 

IMy Lord, Cairo, Juhj 21, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose hcrcAvith copy of a telegram received to-day from 
Snakin, AA'ith intelligence from Colonel Chermside. 

I liaA^e, &c. 

(Signed) EDIYIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 1G4. 

Telegram from Suakin, dated July 21,1881. 

CHERMSIDE wishes following communicated to Nubar Pasha and General 
IVood;— . 

“ Concentration of North Amavars and other tribes 15 miles north, under All 
Hamed Haroon, Ali Ibrahim, and Iavo other Sheikhs, is reported by paid spies from 
Digna’s camp; Mahmoud Ali also hears same, but cannot guarantee; 1,500 mustered, 
5,000 expected; I think I could guarantee these people’s neutrality or favourable 

action. _ , 

“ If coerced into joining IladendoAva confederation, they Avill aid much in 
carrying hostile prestige north. 

“Ten Eelata and Tukroori people arrived yesterday. Their statements so far 
absolutely valueless. Paid spies report Arabs much afraid of Gordon, aaIio has 
defeated four tribes betAveen Khartoum aud Berber, viz., Shendy, jMagadeb, Girbosh, 
aud another. 

“ Berber in great danger, people have gone to Bir Mahobch from fear of Gordon; 
news from indirect sources.” 


No. 1G5. 


Mr. Egerton to Eatl Granville.—(Received July 29.) 

(No. 731.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 22,1884. 

IVITII reference to my No. 700, I liavo the honour—for your Lordship’s infor¬ 
mation, in case the matter should be referred to—to inclose a copy of Nubar Pasha s 
note, aud of IM. Monge’s ansAver, on the subject of the packets of jeAvellery sent by 
the Prench post Avithout declaration, in Avhich ansAver the Erench Acting Consul- 
General, ignoring the question of smuggling—the standpoint of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment—confines himself to complaints of Mr. Caillard for A’iolation of the Erench post, 
and of ]Mr. Mievillc for “aims de confiance” as Head of the Quarantine Council, iit 
taking adA'antage of an exceptional state of things. 

I have, &c. 

/'sm-TinfD l^.TlVYTlVi IT. EGERTON- 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 1G5. 

Nubar Pasha to M. Monge. 

M. le Geraut, Le Cairo, le \7 Juillet, 1884. 

J’Al pris connaissance dcs depeehes quo vous avez bien voulu m’adrcsser les 8 et 
13 Juillet courant au sujet do la saisic par la Doiiane do letfres chargees conficcs par 
la posto Erangaise au service quarantenairc, pour proedder a leur desinfection. 

Ainsi que jc a'ous I’ai annonce par mon telcgrammc cn date d’hier, j’ai donne ordre 
de laisser cette afi'airc cn suspens jusqu’a nouvel ordre. 

Permottez-moi do vous rappcler qu’iiu incident de cette nature s’est prodiiit en. 
18(55, ct a servi ii faire constatcr dcs fails de fraude, Le meme cas so produit au- 
jourd’hui; les soup 9 onsde laDouane se trouvi'iit conlinnes par la lettre, dont copie cst 
ci-joiute, et par laquelle ]\IM. Schiu'idcr ct Rolocker, tout cn prdtendant ignorcr le 
contenu des colis 51 leur adressc, so declari'ut prets a payer les droits de douano au caa- 
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ou les dits colis conticndraieiit des l)ijoiix, cc ciui constituc dc Iciii’ part un avcu mal 

ces conditions nc vous scinl)lc-t-il pas juste, ]\I. Ic Gerant, dans I’inteivt do 
la PostcFrancaise aussi l)ien one la Douaue l-lgyptienno, dout les droits sont egalemcnt 
iLfs deSS^^^ auK Peglemenis dc la Poste Praneaiso, a I’ouvcr- 

tuic’des colis^suspects, afiu quo si la fraiide est constatec, dc prendre les mcsurcs 
ndeessaires pour y mettre un terme. Veuilloz &c. 

(Signe) NUBAP. 


Inclosui’o 2 in No. 165. 

M. Monge to Niihar Pasha. 

•\r Mlnielrp Alexandrie, le 21 Jmllet, 1884. 

DANS I’i’ncident de la Poste Pran 9 aise que j’ai 
connaissance, la question des droits de douanc f 
sancesquiontadhdrdJirUnion Postale savaicnt ti^ 

des ulis clmr«-es, tout on rendant un immense service au conimoice cn acndral, cl 
oiivraient une porte a la fraude. Mais cette fraude est si miiiimc, par rappoit aiii^ 
•ivanta<^e 3 qiie \c public retire de cette institution, quo les Gouvcrncmcnts n out pas 
Sd ifoiller i leurs Agents Postaux, a Tdgai^ de 

nniiv les lettres en o-dndral. La scule chose qui soit prcscrite aux Agents cits i osics, 
e’est dc renvoycr an Bureau des Eobiits tout pU qui, par sa forme ou par un mdicc 
extericur quclconciuc, paraitrait contenir des objets dont Ic transport est m ci 

public. lettres du 8 et du 13 dc cc mois n’dtait clone pas clc recliercbcr a 

trouver un moyen dc procedcr capable clc satisfairc la Douanc figypticnnc, dont les 
di”cLnfldsds, nV-t aueifne qualitd a oet egarcl, en 

1 Dc la violation dc la Poste Prangaisc par le Diiceteui-Gtntial des Douancs c 
E^VPtc qui a aucun titre, no doit ct no pout s’immiscer cn aueunc £119011 ^laiis le 
service d’une Administration Gouvcrnemcntalo etrangdre qui no relt\c <1"° 
Gmweriiernt Pran 9 ais. Abus de pouvoir bien diOieile h s’expliquer et sans proeedent 

dc la part crime Administration Bgyptiennc. ^ Maritime ct 

2 De I’abus de confiance coinmis par ]\t. lo President du Gonscil iviai ^ 

Quavantenaivc qui n’a pas <Taiut dc livyoi; ii uu tiers etranger 

rar sa simple acmande clcs depots qui lui dtaicut confies pai la Poste 1 langaise dans 

'“Ti Tot‘rc’’Scile,icovout l.ion sc placer a cc poiul dc me die verm qide,i mo 
pi-etant 'i tout arraimcmcnt comiiic eclui (lu’c'llc mo iiropose, 3 c no fcrai inoi-mtinc 
et sans aueune yaleui. Dci reste, j’ai sa s. -- 
do cet incident ct j’attends scs instructions pour la suite qui ^ • 

(Signe) MONGE. 


: M 


'; 3 ! 



No. IGG. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 29, 10'45 A.M.) 

Cairo, July 2d, ISSk 

^ ^ ^MUDIIl of Dongola has not obeyed instructions as to sending to Haifa Gordon’s 
actual letter, and says ivlien he returns to Cairo ho will bring it himselt. 


No. 167. 

Sir A. Paget to Earl Granville.—{Received July 30.) 

<No. 208.) j^^iy 27 ,1884. 

I HAVE the honour to acknou-lodgo the i-occipt of your 
No. 117 of tlio 15tli iustant, respecting the proposed llegulations lor the coutiol ot 


the press in Egypt, and to inform your Lordship that I have, in accordance with your 
Lordship’s instructions, embodied its contents in a note which I have this clay 
addressed to the Austrian-IIungarian Minister for Porcign Affairs. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. PAGET. 


No. 168. 

Mr. Eqerlon to Earl Granville.—(Received Jultj 30, I'lo P.M.) 

(No. 606.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, .July 30, 1881, 12'50 P.M. 

THE Khedive telegraphs that the Muclir of Dongola, having heard a report that 
Gordon has taken Berber, has ordered his Lieutenant-Governor at Mcrawi to assure 
himself whether the report be true. Colonel Cotter from Haifa says reports reach 
him of Gordon’s sorties in steamer on the White Nile. Gordon seized several thousand 
sheep and large stores of bread. News of Osman Digna’s death, which O’Kclly 
telegraphed to “Daily News,” Avas reply brought by Bisharecn Chief, but there is no 
reason to beliei’c it. 


No. 169. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received July 30, 3‘45 p.ai.) 

(No. 607.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 30, 1884, 3 p.ai. 

MUDIP of Dongola did not say Avhen he returns, but asked leave to bring 
Gordon’s letter with him to Cairo, and to sec Khedive. 


No. 170. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office hy the iVur Office, July 30. 

The Marquis of Hurting ton to Lieutenant'General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Confidential.) ICar Office, July 30, 1881, 3‘35 p.ai. 

DECISION as to preparation for expedition must be given in day or tAvo. 
Pending this must postpone; decision on request for another battalion. MeanAvliile, 
please inform me as to Avorks you have ordered at Assouan, Korosko, and Wady Haifa; 
necessity for expenditure ou, Avhether at charge of and after consulting Egyptian 
Government. Have you ordered battalion to Assouan P 


No. 171. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, July 31, 

(!■) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

(Confidential.) Cairo, July 31, 1884, 2‘20 p.M. 

YOUPS 30th. 

Piclcl Avorks have been constructed at Assouan and arc in progress at Korosko. 
At Haifa buildings arc being made clefensil)le. All the Avork, as yet, done by 
Egyptian army. No serious expense, but it Avill be met by Egyptian"Goi'ernmeut. 
Essex battalion leaves for Assouan this evening. 





The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Confidential.) Tfo?- Office, July 31, 1884, 4*30 p.m. 

Please report ndietlier it is now possible tins year to get any, and bow many, 
steam-boats np Second Cataract. Consult naval and Egyptian autborities, and inquire 
whether Cook would contract. In event of movement up Kile, it would be most 
important to have some beyond Second Cataract. 


No. 172. 

Musurus Pasha to Earl Granville.—{Received August 1.) 

E 

Lord, Amhassade Impe'uale Ottomane, Londres, le 31 Juillet, 1884. 

SON Excellence Lord LuH'crin a communique a son Excellence Assim Pacha le 
textc de la note remise ii votre Excellence, le 15 du niois dernier, pax’ 1 Ambassadcur 
do la Pepublique Erangaisc et dc la reponso de votre Excellence datce du IG du 
memc mois; et j’ai rcc;u de mon Gouvcrncmeut dcs instructions m’autorisant a 
repondre a cettc communication. 

Si la Sublime Porte nc croit pas pouvoir accepter I’accord mtervenu outre 
rAuo'letcrro et la Prance, e’est pavco qu’ellc prefere s’en tenir au maintieu intact 
des clroits dc souverainete dc Sa IMajeste Imporialc le Sultan sur TEgyptc*. 

Jo nc me propose pas d’examiuer ici la question fmanciere quo ces notes 
souPvent; mais la Sublime Porte a remarque dans ces notes quo le Gouyernemeut do 
la Pepublique, en donnant rassurance do ne pas substituer uno occupation Erancaisc 
ii roccupatiou Anglaisc apres quo le Gouvcrncment dc Sa JMajeste la Peiiuy aura 
rappele scs troupes dc VEgypte, ajouto que cettc resolution lui a etc inspiree par 
111 couliciucc ou il osi c|tio Ic Ctibiiici Angliiis ii^licsitcvn pointj de sou cotc, d couliiiuci 
expressement les declarations solennclles qu’il a fades a diverses reprises do ne porter 
aucunc atteinte ii la situation faitc ^ TEgypte par les Iraites et les Inmans, e , 
comme CCS memos declarations out etc faites au Gouvernement Iinpeiial pai io 
Gouvernement dc Sa IMaiestc Pritannique, la Sublime Porte cn a pris et eii prend 
aeto, comme etant eonforuies aux droits de souverainete de Sa Majesto Imperiale io 

Sultan. - ,. 4 1 - 

Quant 11 la fixation du 1” Janvier, 1888, comme terino de 1 occupiniou Anglaise, 
le Gouvernoinent Imperial ne pent pas s’cinpeehcr do fairc observer (pic ee delai lui 

iiarait reductiblc. , , .. . 

La note do votre Excellence portc quo Ic Gouvernement de Sa Majeste la iteinc, 
au moment de I’oxpiration dc I’occupatiun Anglaise ou ayant, proposera aux Puissances 
et a la Sublime Portc un pvojet de neutralisation dc I’Egypte et fera dcs propositions 
nar rapport au Canal dc Suez en conformite de cellos contenues dans la note 

circulaire du 3 Janvier, 1883. La Sublime Portc entcud quo, par ce projet do 

neutralisation, les deux Puissances out en vuc I’intcrdiction de faeces du pays 
aux troupes etrangt'rcs; mais, sur ee point, comnu' sur celui ^ des propositions 
relatives au Canal dc Suez, elle reserve sa plciiie et ontiere liberte d’aetion et d’appre- 

ciation. , ,. , a , ' + 

Eufin, le Gouvernement Imp(jrial in’a charge de declarer en menne temps a votre 

Excellence que, cn consentant ii jiarticiper ii la Conference appeliic a diilibi^rer sur les 
finances Egyptionnes, il entend qu’aueunc decision dc cettc Conference ne sauraifc 
avoir un elfet attentatoire aux droits de souverainete de Sa ISIajcste Impiiriale le Suitaii 
sur rfigypte, ni pr6juger direetement ou indireetement les points politiques do la 
question Egyptienne. 


J’ai, <&c. 

(Signe) MUSUIIUS. 
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No. 173. 

Earl Granville io Mr. Eyerton. 

(No. 278.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 1, 1884, 5'20 P.M. 

YOUE despatch No. G87 of 7th July. 

Cadres of Turks and blacks at Abassyeh should be united into one battalion and 
sent to Wady Haifa. 


No. 174. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 3GG. Ext. 278.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 1, 1884. 

I HAVE been in communication with Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for AYar 
on the subject of your despatch No. G87 of the 7th ultimo, fonvarding a letter from 
Sir Evelyn AVood explaining the reasons which lead him to give up all hope of 
raising blacks by voluntary enlistment in Egypt, and inquiring what should be done 
Avith the cadres of Turks and blacks, each about 150 strong, at Abassych. 

Her Alajosiy’s Government are of opinion that these cadres should be united into 
one battalion and sent to AA’’ady Haifa to reinforce the garrison at that place. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 175. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 3, STS A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 2, l&Sl, 10 p.m. 

KITCHENER well received by Mudir of Dongola. Mudir gave him Gordon’s 
letter avitli Gordon’s seal. Kitchener favourably impressed by Aludir, Avho is a 
very religious man, and di'clares himself most loyal to Government, imploring support; 
says with 7,000 men will open Soudan and release Gordon. People are with Aludir. 
Kitchener docs not doubt victories of Aludir. I asked Aludir if ho Avould supply men 
if a steamer or so were iequired up Second and Third Cataracts. I mentioned 
3,000 men, and asked time in which he could put them at AA'ady Haifa. I have not 
gut answer to latter questions, but he Avill send mon, should they bo required for 
hauling up cataracts. Cataracts passable in twenty days’ time. I made these 
inquiries merely for Admiral’s information. 


No. 176. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 280.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 3, 1884, 1 p.m, 

LET us knoAV tho contents of Gordon’s letter. 


No. 177. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 4.) 

(No. 734.) 

Aly Lord, Cairo, July 23, 1884. 

AVITII reference to Air, Nicolson’s No, G2, I doubt from Avhat I learn whether 
AI. Alitzaki, though he used his influence, as instructed by his GoA'ernment, to 
further the object of Admiral lIcAAntt’s mission, Avas really the cause of the King 
taking a course Avdiich I understand His Alajcsty had decided on before AI, Alitzaki 
had an opportunity of urging him either one Avay or another. 

Still, as regards the Greek Government, their Agent seems to have endeavoured to 
prove of use to us, and, if he had not been delayed in his journey, Avould no doubt 
have been of even more use. 






Inresumc M. Mitealci lias uow atomlonecl diplomacy 
GrcclJaco in tto teWt of -I'™?;®™* of 

Captain Speedy, sajmg t la a ^ A\luch" Has Alula was anxious sliould pass free 
i-idesuitli corresponding Report and from 

tUrongh Massowah “e strmigesJ wish that no 

conversation ATith Mason Bej, that ,, application under his seal 

«mic f.oe 

transit, liy a recommendation that the King’s 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN D. EGEBTON. 


No. 178. 

Mr. Egerton to Em I GranviUe.— {Received August 4.) 

(No. 736.) Alexandria, July 25, 1881. 

^°11AVE the honour to inclose herewith copies ^ 

Chermskfe, forwarded to me l,y Con.rd Baker, r-ospoctmg tke movements of the tubes 

near Suahin. ^ 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 178. 

Consul Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

. Suakht, July 23,1884. 

(Telegrapjc.^L cHEBMSIDE uishes the following communicated to llcr Majesty’s 

Government, Nuhar lMsha, and General Wood ^^w concentrated 4,000 North 

“ Mohammed, formerly . :vivcs names of leaders ISIohammed 

Amaras, near Bowaya -, heard conscoucnce of our message; 

Adam, Sardouii. Osman 

delegate returned .-.ot to plunder Amaras, hut try to conciliate 

Digua has been enjoined by the Mfd f "ot o j imdei Amar, . , 

iSiSra" ,:;s“ '-4'*«- 

Hardoor, and to have lost 200 men „ ,,e^. . AYoodlark ’ leaves 


Inclosure 2 in No. 178. 

Consid Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

. . Sualdn, July 25,1884. ^ 

(Telegmpuc.^^^ CEEBI^ISIDE wishes following communicated to Her Majesty s 
Government, Nuhar Pasha, and General M ood . , A-nnins also accept Osman 

ago to North Amaras, not yet returned. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 4.) 

My Loial,^ Alexandria, July 25,1884. 

I SPOKE to Nuhar Pasha to-day in the sense of your Lordship’s despatch No. 344 
of the 15th instant respecting the desirability of taking measures to remove the 
scandal produced by the gamhling tables at Port Said. , , , , ^ ,, n 

He said that he would speak to the Governor to do his utmost, hut ho teared ho wouia 
not he able to stop the evil entirely. Nobody regretted more than he the existence of 
these gamhling tables in Egyptian towns; but they arc unfortunately held by 
forci"ners, and consequently the Government is practically powerless to suppress 
tlienn If the various European Governments joined in giving their Consuls in the 
East orders to get these gambling places abolished (for they exist in all towns in the 
Levant where foreigners congregate) the evil would be put a stop to, but not till then. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 


No. 180. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 4.) 

My Loiai! 

^ I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram received by 
Sir Evelyn Wood from the officer at present in command at Mkady Haifa, givmg the 
summary of a letter received from an Italian merchant at Dongola, containing an 
account of the recent actions of the Mudir of that place and of the state of ailairs 

there. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 180. 

Major Donne to General Sir E. Tt ood. 

(Tclc'’’rai)hic.) Haifa, July 25, 

LETTEB received (wening from Italian merchant at Dongola dated ISth July, 
confirming defeat of Sheikh Ahmi't Hadaji at Debbah on 5th July, who had 
13,000 men with him from AVady Gamar, Gavara, and Alerawi. 

Slieikh lost 3,700 men and escaped with the rest. Mudir lost two gunners. 
Sheikh Hadaji said to be now at Hatama, one day from Debbah, with numerous 
followers. Mudir left Debbah on Monday 15th with troops and 100 Bashi-Bazouks 
for Mcrawi in steamer and thirty-seven sailing-boats ivith Murrcddin Bey, leaving 
Mourmcc Aga with 300 men at Debbah. He arrived at Abou Horn on IGth. 
Natives from south state Gordon Pasha has burnt all villages on both banks ot A He 
as far as Wady Bishiara and returned to Khartoum. _ 

Merchant is anxious to leave Dongola, but cannot get permit from Commandant, 
who continually refuses him, although permission is nominally granted by the Mudir. 
Trotter’s letter to Alurreddin Bey sent back to Haifa, merchant not being able to 
forward it to Bahr Debbah. Dongola road is perfectly free. 


No. 181. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 4.) 

Mi^Lot’d'^ CfliVo, July 27, 1884. 

WITH reference to mv telegram No. 499 of the 25th instant, and to the 
question contained in your Lordship’s telegram No. 273 of the f^ 
whether any other attempts have been made to convoy your Lordship s tele.,ram o 
the 17th May to General Gordon, I have the honour to state that 1 have sent the 
message tbrongh a man highly spoken of, sent by the “Times correspondent, 
[46SJ ^ 
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tlirougli a private messenger, ttIio I since learn lias failed in getting forward, tlirongli 
the Mudir of Dongola, through Major Chermside, and through Massowah. Major 
Kitchener and Major Stuart Wortley were also given the message to send on by 
first favourable opportunity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEB.TON. 


No. 182. 

Mr. Nicolson to Earl Granville.—(Received August 4.) 

(No. 74.) 

My Lord, Athens, Jidy 29,1884. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 75 of the 18th instant, I have 
the honour to inform your Lordship that the Greek tailor Avho had enrolled volunteers 
for the Soudan has ^published a letter in one of the papers here, stating that he n;ns 
received at Alexandria by the General commanding, who told him that the English 
authorities ivould be unable to accept the services of the men he had brought with 
him. lie intended, therefore, to return to Greece. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


No. 183. 

Mr. Egerlon to Earl GranriUe.—(Received August 4, 8-30 A.M.) 

(No. 509.) . o oo ,, 

./i-uyiist Oj ISS'^j 11 P.il* 

GUENEELL has examined merchant fourteen days from Dc'rlicv; he states tliero 
was great loss of life on both sides on capture of town. Commander of rebels, 
Mohamed El Khaif, or Dekkair Khalifa, kept prisoner ponding orders from :Mahdi. 
El Iladc was defeated. Debbeh having asked for reinforcements, which were not 
sent, he remains at Shagair. Cuzzi Avas sent Avith four men Avith presents to Gordon. 
Gordon had taken a number of boats laden Avith food for rebels, 20 miles north of 
Khartoum. Hebels much afraid of Gordon, Avho attacks them Avith armed boats, and 
returns to Khartoum ; for fear of him, large Avail has been built on Nile side of Berber. 
Avhich is still very unsettled. Rebels consist of Bishareen, Zebehr Pasha’s tribe, and 
A^arious other tribes. 


No. 184. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 282.) . . .o . . 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 1, 1884, 5’5 r.Af. 

WllO advised issue of Circular from Egyptian jMinistry of Einance, dated IGtli 
July, enjoining rigorous collection of outstanding taxes ? 

Is it clearly understood that strong pressure is only to bo exerted in the ease of 
the rich taxpayers ? 


No. 185. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 283.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Offiice, August 1, 1884, G‘45 P.JI. 

is Kitchener’s telegram in cypher ? Is it certain to bo from him? 


Ill 


No. 18G. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Offiice, August 4. 

( 1 .) 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 2,1884, G'45 p.M. 

WITH reference to mine 31st July, Admiral will bo instructed to endeavour to 
pass some steam-boats up Second Cataract. Instruct military officers up the Nile to 
give any assistance in their power in collection of necessmy native labour. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 4. 

( 2 .) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 4, 1884, 1-25 P.M. 

Yours 31st July and 2nd August. 

Six steamers can be passed through Second Cataract this month and first AA’cek in. 
next if 5,000 natives can be obtained for labour. Egyptian Government is making 
arrangements for collecting these men from Dongola and Esnch Avithin tAventy 
days. Cook cannot undertake contract. Ilammill’s Report uoav at Admiralty contains 
full information as to proper time for passing Second Cataract. 

(3.) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 4, 188 L, 4’30 P.M. 

Kitchener is authorized, at iMudir’s request, to visit scene of his late fight. 
Will probably go to Debbeh, Avhere he Avill obtain information as to routes, boats, and 
Kababish Arabs. 


No. 187. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pavneefote.—(Received August 5.) 

Sir, War Office, August 4, 1884. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Gi’anvillc, the inclosed copies of telegrams which have been 
dispatched to and received in this Department from the General Officer commanding 
the troops in Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 187. 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, August 2, 1884, 6'45 p.M. 

WITH reference to mine 31st July. Admiral Avill bo instructed to endeavour to 
pass some steam-boats up Second Cataract. Instruct military officers up the Nile to 
give any assistance in their poAver in collection of necessary native labour. 
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Inclosure 2 iu No. 187. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hurting ton. 

■(Telcgrapliic.) Cairo, August 4, 1884, 1*25 p.M. 

YOURS 31st July and 2nd August. Six steamers can be passed tbrougli Seeond 
Cataract this month and firet week in next, if 5,000 natives can he obtained for 
labour. Egyptian Government is making arrangements for collecting these men from 
Uongola and Esneh within twenty days. Cook cannot undertake contract. Ilammill’s 
Report, now at Admiralty, contains full information as to proper time for passing 
Second Cataract. 


No. 188. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 5, 10*50 A.M.) 

(No. 510.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 5, 1884, 10*20 A.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 283. 

Most certainly telegram was genuine. 

Various telegrams en clair and cypher from Kitchener at Uongola received 
since. 


No. 189. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 5, 1*30 p.m.) 

(No. 511.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 5, 1884, 11*1.5 A.M. 

THERE is some delay in getting telegrams from Uongola, but Mr. Eloyer, 
English telegraph director, has gone there from Haifa to look after lines. Following 
substance of telegram from Kitchener, dated the 3rd:— 

Province is rich and populous, climate cool and pleasant, people loyal, and 
willingly sent men from each village for last fight. They arc of a ditferent language 
to Arab followers of Mahdi, and appear to have less sympathy with Mahdi than people 
of Upper Egypt. Mudir says ho has been ordered to retire three times, but says, “ How 
can I leave these people to their fate, vho believe in me and in Egyptian Government ?” 
He says Uongola is the gate of Egypt, for none of the iMahdi’s followers have sufficient 
transport to cross the desert, and they must follow the river. With the resources of 
Uongola at their disposal, their power will be much increased. Road from Uebbeh to 
Khai'touni, he says, is only five to six days, and, by abandoning Uongola, Gordon's 
retreat by this route would be cut olf. He will supply any men required for 
steamers; merchants and people of Uongola petition that soldiers may be sent to 
])rotect them. The former have contracted, if soldiers be sent, to enrol their 
slaves. 


No. 190. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 5, 2 p.m.) 

(No. 512.) 

(Telegrapliic.) Cairo, August 5, 1884, 12*45 p.m. 

KITCHENER’S telegram from Uongola, respecting Gordon’s letter, was not in 
cypher. 

Kitchener was telegraphed to at once to send exact text, but, on account of delay 
in telegraph, 1 have not received it yet. When Khedive received telegram from Mudir 
with text of Gordon’s letter in Arabic, he sent me a French translation, and I learn 
to-day from Stephenson that His Highness gave him the Arabic text also. 
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No. 191. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 5, 4*30 p.m.) 

(No. 517.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1884, 4*25 p.m. 

OWING apparently in part to Chcrmsidc’s management, combination under 
Osman Uigna seems to be in some measure dissolving. Northern Amaras have 
defeated his adherents, and soutliern Amaras arc believed to have deserted him. 
Cherra.sidc is sending arms and ammunition by transport camel to Mirza Sheikh. 
Cai’ood to induce whole tribe to unite against Iladendowas. 


No. 192. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, August 5.) 

(No. 771. Ext. 517.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 5, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of turn telegrams from Consul Baker, from 
which it appears that the combination under Osman Uigna seems to be in some 
measure dissolving. 

On the 27th ultimo tlie Northern Amarars attacked Mahommed Sartoun at the 
head of Uigna’s partizans and captured all their cattle and some of their men and 
women. Tlic Southern Amarars are believed to have deserted Osman Uigna. 

Colonel Chermside is seiiding arms and ammunition by the transport “Camel” 
to Merza Sheikh Baroud to induce tlu' ndiolc tribe to unite against the Iladendowas. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) EUWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 192. 

Consul Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) _ _ Suakin, August 5, 1884. 

ON the 27th ultimo Shciklis Bashir Korb Mahommed and Ali Haincd of 
Northern Amarars attacked Mahommed Sartoun at head of Osman’s partizans of that 
tribe and captured all their cattle and some of their men and women. 

On 31st ultimo the Southern Amarars at Tamai suddenly left and marched, 
northward. 

On 1st instant 2,000 Iladendowas under Slieikh Ilamed of Moussaib and 
Ibrahim Uow of Haiidoub loft Tamai to join Handoub and Uissilnl forces. Yesterday 
transjiort “ Camel ” left for Merza Sheikh Baroud with Lieutenant Philips, Customs 
Director, Police Chief, and Mahomed Ali. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 192. 

Consul Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 5, 1884, 

MY telegram of this morning. 

“ Camel ” has on board 300 rifles Avith ammunition, and also provisions for 300 
men for a Avoek; she gone to meet delegates from Northern and Southern Amarars 
and arrange, if possible, for the tribe to unite against the 2,000 Hadendowa under 
Sheikh llamcd, Avho have eight loads of ammunition and 250 rifles. The Southern. 
Amarars at Tamai arc believed to have deserted from Osman Uigna, Arms, &c., aauII 
bo only given against hostages. 


[4G8J 
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No. 193. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received August 5.) 

Sir, TFctr Office, August .5, 1884. 

I All directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Granville, tlio inclosed copy of a telegram which has been received 
in this Department from the General OlScer commanding the troops in Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EALPn THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc in No. 193. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hurting ton. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 4, 1884, 4‘30 P.M. 

KPL'CHENER is authorized, at Mudir’s request, to visit scene of his late fight. 
Will probably go to Debbeh, AA'here he will obtain information as to routes, boats, and 
Kabbabisli tribes. 


No. 194 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 5, 11 p.ai.) 

(No. 518.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 5, ISSt, 7 P.M. 

CAPTAIN SPEEDY telegraphs that since tlie 24th ultimo Has Allula has been 
harrying Bogos. ScA’cral iiatiA-es Avere hilled. Speedy has AVi'itten to him. Speedy 
says that 3,000 rifles arc in tlie Customs. I have answ'orcd that rifles should not pass 
to Has Allula or to others without demand under King’s seal. 


No. 195. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 5.) 

(No. 774 Ext. 518.) 

My Imrd, Cairo, August .5, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram received from Captain Speedy 
from MassoAvah, conA’cying the A'ery serious news that Has Alula is harrying the 
liogo-, country, and that Captain Speedy has had to Avrite to him Avith tlic vicAV, no 
doulbi, of changing that Chieftain’s mode of executing the Treaty for the relief of the 
Egyptians. 

I inclose also a copy of a telegram I hat’e sent to Captain Speedy, begging that 
he should alloAV no arms to pass Avithout a demand under the King’s seal, as Avithout 
doubt an indiscriminate permission for the transit of fire-arms to the turbulent Cliicfs 
of Abyssinia Avould not tend to the peace or happiness of that land, and might 
seriously endanger the life and fortunes (if its King. 

I had already Avritton, as I had the honour to report in my No. 731, against 
letting Has Alula have arms Avithout the King’s seal on the application made. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEHTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 195. 

Captain Speedy to Mr. Egerton. 

(Tclegi’aphic.) Massoivah, July 27, 1884. 

SINCE 2Mb instant Alula harrying Bogos; several natiA'es killed, one Bashi- 
Bazouk. Have written him. 3,000 rifles Custom-house. AAvait orders. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 195. 

Mr. Egerton to Captain Speedy. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 5, 1884. 

HIELES should not pass to Pms Alula or others Avithout demand under King’s 

seal. 


No. 196. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 6, 11 a.m.) 

(No. 519.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1881, 10’30 a.m. 

EIGHT ringleaders of mutinous Turks condemned; tw'o executed this morning, 
sentences of others commuted to penal servitude for life; trials of other mutineers 
proceeding. 


No. 197. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville .— {Received August G, 1‘28 P.M.) 

(No. 520.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1884, 11’35 A.M. 

PILGH.IMS at Suakin report Gordon and Kliartoum all right 27th June. 
Shendy and Darner in Government (Turkish) hands with two guns. 


No. 198. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 6, 5’30 P.M.) 

(No. 522.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1884, 3’40 p.m. 

EOLLOWING from Kitchener, 3rd ^lugust:— 

“ The messenger who brought Gordon’s letter says Gordon, Stewart, and PoAver 
«arc all well; no news had come to Gordon from outside. Provisions wore cliea]) in 
Khartoum, and the besiegers had retired from tlmir first positions, but still kept n[) 
the siege. Tlie Ix'siegers’ force consisted of, on east, 5,000 men, under Slu ikh 
El Oboid, from Ilalfayah t'l Cabal Ilogali on Blue Nile. Eabourgcrgah, Sheikh of 
El Getainah, Avith 2,000 men, and IVad-el-Busir, with 3,000 men, at Gereif, betAveen 
Niles. Sheikh Eudleh south, on White Nile, at Segcrer Maluibeh, Avith 3,000 men. 
Sheikh Mustaplia at Enderman Avith 3,000 men. Total, 16,000 men. Gordon 
has scA'cn arm(>d steamers, and goes out in ditfen-ent directions and fights the enemy. 
Gordon sent letter to Hussein Pasha Khalifa at Berber by some messengAU’. Hussein 
Khalifa told him to Avail for reply ; Avhilo Availing there Berber fell. He says 
Berber fell by treachery of Hussein Pasha Khalifa, Avho placed his Arabs on part of 
fortifications, and let enemy in that Avay. The soldiers Ibught Avell; after the enemy 
entered many pc'oph' Averc' killed. Hussein Pasha Klialifa did not appear during 
fight, lie saAV him afterwards, and asked for letter for Gordon. Hussein Pasha 
Khalifa Avould not giAm one. He said ‘The' towii is taken, tell Cordon Avhat yon 
have seen, I aaHI Avrite to him no more.’ IIAvas not Avounded. This account is 
corroborated by thirteen soldiiTs from Berber, a\ ho came OA'er to Mudir of Dongola 
from lleddar last batth'. IMessenger Avent from Berber to Khartoum to tell Gordon. 
After thri'o days he Avas sent again to Dongola, he passed by east to Shendy, and 
thence across to Debbeh. He says all the people Avant the old Government* back, 
but arc afraid of the JMahdi’s Aralis. After nu'ssi'ngcr’s return to Khartoum from 
Berber, Gordon hoard that the enemy had brought 7,600 ardebs of doura to Grief 
from Mcsalimieh, Avith 11,000 men ; he took three steamers to bring boats, killed a 
great many of the enemy, and seized all the doura. Gordon’s men did not fire 
till the enemy had expended ammunition. They then landed and defeated Ihem. 
Ncavs has come to Sultan of Darfour that peojilo there have given up the JMahdi, 
and have elected Ibrahim Bey, cousin of Sultan, lo be Sultan. Jlahdi’s Yekil 
asked for men, but AA'as recalled. It is also reported that force round Khartoum have 
asked for support, and have been refused by Z\lahdl.” 
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No. 199. 


Mr. Eger ton to Earl Granville.—{Received August G, 6‘15 P.M.) 

(No. 623.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1884, 4'30 p.M. 

IvITCHENEU telegraphs, under date of 4th, that he fears that population, afraid 
of consequences, might go over if no troops he sent. Governor against negotiation 
■tvith Ivahhahish. lie and his people say that Saleh has no pover, as his trihe have left 
him, he is at Ilagaha, south of Dchheh. Kitchener proposes to go to Echhch nominally 
to sec soldiers and position, hut really to try to meet Saleh. 

Governor peculiarly a Dervish, and carries lancc; addressed sometimes as Emir; 
prays much and gives orders after prayers as if hy inspiration. Says he wants to go 
to Cairo. lie has everything in his hands. Dongola is provisioned from country. 
Deplore delay in this telegram of Kitchener. 

Nuhar Pasha tells mo Khedive received yesterday telegram from Governor of 
Dongola, saying how pleased he was with Kitchener, and proposing to go to Mecca [iu-]. 
Khedive told him to stop where he is. 


No. 200. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 6.) 

<No. 776. Ext. 523.) 

My Lord, C«aro, August 6, 1881. 

I HAVE tlie honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram from IMajor 
Kitchener, dated the 4th instant, expressing his fears that the inliahitants of Dongola 
may not remain lojal if no troops are sent, on'ing to fear of tlie consequences to them, 
and that the Mudir is opposed to his going to lu'goiiate Avith the Kahhahish. 

Nuhar Pasha informed me that the Khedive had received yesterday a telegram 
from the GoA’cruor of Dongola saying that ho Avas much pleased Avith Major 
Kitchener, and ashing for leave to go to Mecca. The Khedive, in reply, instructed 
him to remain at Dongola. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 200. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Dongola, August 4, 1884. 

WITH reference to yesterday’s tedegram, I do not consider the inliahitants of 
this province Avill remain loyal if no troops are sent, OAving to fear of consequences to 
them, and I have some douht of their present state. The ]\ludir is against my having 
anything to do Avith the Kahhahish; he and the people hei’C say Saleh has no poAver 
nOAV, as his tribe have deserted him ; ho is at Hegabah [P], south of Dchheh. I hope 
to go to Dehhch shortly, nominally to see the soldiers and the position, hut really to 
try and sec Saleh. The Mudir is A'ery peculiar; he is a dervish, and carries a spear. 
I have heard him addressed as Emir. He prays a great deal, and giAavs orders after 
prayers as if hy inspiration. lie has OAorylhing in his hands here; he says he Arants 
to go to Cairo. This place is being provisioned from the country. 


No. 201. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Graniille.—{Received August 0, 4‘20 P.M.) 

<No. 521.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August G, 1884, 4 p.jr. 

ON the 4th Kitchener telegraphed he had forAA’arded Gordon’s letter by post on 
the 2nd. EolloAving is translation of text:— 

“ To the Mudir of Dongola. 

“ Khartoum and Senaar are still holding out up to the present, and the bearer of 
this letter, Mohamed Ahmed, A\ ill give you neiAsof me. When he arrives giA'c all 


the news you have and the place wdiere the expedition coming from Cairo is, and the 
numbers coming. We have 8,000 soldiers in Khartoum. The Nile has risen. Give 
100 dollars to messenger from the GoA'crnment.” 

Dated 28 Shahan, 1301. Signed “ C. G. Gordon,” and scaled. 


No. 202. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 6.) ^ 

(No. 779. Ext. 524.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 6, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 524 of to-day, I have the honour to inclose 
copy of a telegram from Major Kitchener, giving a translation of General Gordon’s 
letter to the Mudir of Dongola, signed and scaled by General Gordon. Major 
Kitchener adds that the messenger Avas to start on his return journey on the 
4th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 

P.S.—I also inclose the text, as sent hy the Mudii’, of Major Kitchener’s receipt. 

E. H. E. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 202. 


Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Dongola, August 4, 1884. 

GORDON’S letter Avas forwarded to you by post by me the day before yesterday. 
The letter begins :— 


“ To the Mudir of Dongola. 

“ Khartoum and Senaar are still holding out up to the present, and the bearer of 
this letter, Mohammed Achmet, Avill give you ncAA's of me. When he arrives give him 
all the noAvs you have, and the place AA’here the expedition coming from Cairo is, and 
tlie numbers coming. We haA'c 8,000 soldiers in Khartoum. The Nile has risen. 
Give 100 dolla}‘s to mcsseng('r from the Government. 

“Dated 2Sth Sliabnn, 1301. 


Sealed. 


(Signed) “ 0. G. Gordon.” 


Mudir Avishes me to thank you for the ammunition, and also for the news, w'hich 
gives him great pleasure ; Avishes me to add that he is ready to do anything you Avant. 
Gordon’s messenger starts back to-day. I hear Saleh has gone further off eight 
days. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 202. 

The Governor of Dongola to Nubar Pasha. 

(Traduction.) ^ Dongola, le 5 Aodt, 1884. 

LE^ jour du depart du Cheikh Ea Rakre Hussein, JM. le CoIoiaoI Kitchener s’est 
presente a la Moudirieh et a pri's consignation dc la lettre parvonue de la part de 
Gordon Pacha, contre re(;u dont void la teneur ;— 

“ Je, soussigne, Colonel KitcheiAor, declare aA oir recu de Moustapha Bey YaAA'er, 
kloudir de Dongola, la lettre parA’cnuc do la part de Gordon Pacha, datee du 
28 Chclban, 1301, eachetee et .signec par lui de 15 centini. de long sur 28 de large, 
pour la fairc parvenir a son llxeelh'nee le President du Conseil, an Cairo. 

“ En foi de quoi le present reeu lui est delivre a la date du 2 Aout, 1884.” 

A la merae date j’ai enA'oye par de))echo la enpie de eo requ a son Excellence 
Khaiiy Pacha. 
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No. 203. 

Earl Granville to the Earl of Diiferin. 

(No. 36.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August G, 1884, 4'30 p.m. 

INEORM the Sultan of Lord Northbrook’s appointment as Commissioner to 
Cairo. 

lie goes there to inquire and advise us, and does not supersede Sir E. Baring. 
The friendly attitude of Turkey in the Conference encourages us to believe in the 
co-operation of Turkey as to the affairs of Egypt. It will of course be iinderstood 
that we adhere to all previous assurances. 


No. 204. 

Earl Granville to the Earl of Dufferin. 

(No. 248. Ext. 36.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, August 6, 1884. 

I HAVE to request your Excellency to inform His Majesty the Sultan that the 
Earl of Northbrook has been appointed to proceed to Egypt as Her INIajcsty’s High 
Commissioner. 

His Lordship’s mission is to report and advise Her Majesty’s Government upon 
the counsels which they should offer to tlic Egyptian Government, and as to the 
measures to he taken. He will not supersede Sir E. Baring, who Avill continue to hold 
the office AAdiich he has hitherto held in Egyj)t. 

Her Majesty’s Government are encouraged by the friendly attitude evinced by the 
Sultan’s Bepresentative at the Conference to believe that they can count upon the 
co-operation of Turkey in regard to the affairs of Egypt. 

It AAill of course be understood that Her INIajcsty’s Government adhere to all the 
assurances which they have previously given with regard to their policy and action in 
Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GBANYILLE. 


No. 206. 

Earl Granville to Mr, Eger ton. 

(No. 284.) 

(Tclegraplue.) Foreign Office, August 6 , 1884, 4’40 r.w. 

ANNOUNCE to Khedive appointment of Lord Nortlibrook to report and advise 
us. AVe feel sure of the approval by tlie Khedive of a step intended to strengthen 
his Government. 


No. 206. 

Earl Granville to Mr, Egerton. 

(No. 371. Ext. 284.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 6, 1884. 

I HAVE this day instructed you by telegraph to announce to His Highness the 
Khedive that the Earl of Northbrook has been appointed to proceed to Egypt in order 
to rej)ort to Her Majesty’s Government, and to advise them upon Egyptian affairs. 

Her ^Majesty’s Government fed assured that the Khedive will approve of this step, 
which is intended to strengthen His Highness’ Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 
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No. 207. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 0, 5 P.M.) 

(No. 525.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1884, 4T3 P.M. 

KHEDIVE offers Lord Northbrook Palace of Kasr-el-Nouzha on Shubra road. 


No. 208. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 6 , 11 P.M.) 

(No. 626.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1884, 5*20 p.m. 

KITCHENER proposed on 4th to send for some of his Bedouins to go from 
Korosko to Merawe to work on Nile in direction of Abu Hamad, but in consequence of 
unaccountable delay in telegraph he will probably have left Dongola for Debbeh 
without receiving authorization for this measure. 

He states in telegram dated yesterday that he proposed to start this morning for 
Debbeh to meet some Sheikhs just arrived there. 

He found 100 Ababdehs at Dongola, whom he should like to be allowed to engage 
for a month or two. 


No. 209. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 6.) 

(No. 777. Ext. 526.) 

My Loi’d, Cairo, August 6, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of tAVo telegrams from Major Kitchener, 
dated the 4th and 5th respectively, proposing that ho should send for some of his 
Bedouins to go from Korosko up to Mcrawi, and Avork along the Nile toAA^ards 
Abu Hamed. Ho adds that he Avould like to take on for a month or tAA'o some 
hundred Ababdehs AAdiom he finds in Dongola. He proposes to start himself this 
morning for Debbeh to meet some Sheikhs who he hears have arrived there. 

Unaccountable delay in the transmission of these telegrams makes it probable 
that he Avill already have left Dongola for Debbeh AA'ithout receiving any authorization 
for these measures. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 209. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. JVood. 

(Telegraphic.) Dongola, August 4, 1884. 

I PROi’OSE to bring Achmed’s men from Korodco to MeraAvi, Avhere there 
is a post of Mudir’s soldiers, and then let them Avork on the Nile in the direction 
of Abu Hamed. Do you approve ? Please reply early. 


luclosuro 2 in No. 209. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. IVood. 

(Telegraphic.) Dongola, August 5, 1884. 

SOME Sheikhs have arriA'cd at Debbeh A\ho I wish to see unless I hear from you 
to contrary. I propose to start morning of 6th. If you approve Achmed’s men going 
to MeraAvi, there are 100 Ababdehs here [ should like to take on for a mouth or two. 
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No. 210. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—"{Received August 6.) 

. N Cairo, August G, 1884, 7 P-M. 

PILGRIMS from Timbuctoo arriyed at Suakin say they ^vere some time at 
Khartoum saw much of Gordon and tall yellow-bearded Englishman. Eirewood and 
ve4tables’ dear at Khartoum, and meat [? expected] after expedition. Rrcad and 
doura in plenty. Gordon prevented his clerk giving them letters, as 
them into trouble; people can go half-a-day safe from Khartoum, but two days 

impojible. numerous. At Daman Epptians. 

Veryfew Srims ™ at Khartoum about middle of June. Do not tell Chermside 
when they left. 

No. 211. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— {Received hy telegraph, August 0.) 

Cairo, August 6, 1884. 

^ ^ WITH reference to my telegram No. 527 of to-day, I have the honour to inclose 
translation of a telegram from the Governor of Suakin to Niibar Pasha, giving t le 
deposition of some pilgrims recently arrived from Timbuctoo, who passed throu^ 
Khartoum and Shendy, and near Berber. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDM IN D. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 211. 

The Governor of Suakin to Nuhar Pasha. 

(Tolco’rauhie.') Suakin, August 6, 1884,1-40 p.m. 

EODR pilgrims came from near Tembuk, a country near , 

English come there. Two years four months on road. 

B'li’O'cr west of Darfour. People there will kill Dcr\isbcs it thej com . It 
week at Faseher. Slaten Bey returned from Darah while they were there. Had cere¬ 
monious entry. Dervishes at Malit, two days off. Turks talking of attacking tlu m. 
They left Easchcr in month Ragcb (:May), marched thirty-two days, rested tno, 
arrived Khartoum twelve days before end of Sluiban (12th June) 

Gordon sent for them every two days; was very kind, took ^ 

gave them baksheesh ; was asking about Slaten, Darah Kulkul. One 
always with Gordon, tall, thin, yellow beard, blue eyns ; o|^ce san tno. 
lono-boots up to knee. People said they were not Turks, but English. Alnajs si lo 
Avith Gordom Firewood, vegetables, dear; meat sometimes dear, cheap alter expedi 
tions; bread and durra plenty. People arc content witli Gordon s goe ernment, say if 
Mahdi came he would take all. Gordon gave one two gold I'l^s live others one each, 
also biscuit and sack of durra. Pills worth 4 dollars and halt. Did not spend. as 
(moughtotakc all to Jeddah and Mecca. Rebels took all and their live ^^onkeys 
Given E'^ptian sovereigns, English and Napoleon; all selected Napoleon. 

Nile, Khartoiiin, at Omderman, nhich is in hand of Turks. Ibrahim Rueluli, avIio 
writes near Gordon, wanted to give them letters for Berber and buakm. Gordon 
refused, as the letters might bring them into trouble. People can go halt-a-day sa e 
from Khartoum, but two days impossible. Dervishes are not near Khartoum, la 
into town, as at Suakin. At Shendy the soldiers are very lew, and fear n'liels opposite, 
who are very many. At Damar the Turks are very lew. I hey heard there the ]5uitau 
of the Turks in Berber was surrouuded by the Dervishes, and was ready to gn e t 
nlace over. AVhen at widl from whieh palm trees of Berber seen evidently ALalbeh. 
'to men on asses said do not go to Mecca, there are Turks there ; return with us to 
the siege. They did not ('uter Berber, but understood Turks were surroundec. 
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No. 212. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 6. 

(!■) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Steplmison to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 6, 1884, 12T5 P.M. 

COURT-MARTIAL on Turks sentenced six to death, two of whom w^ere shot 
this morning in presence of Egyptian troops, Abassiyeh. Sirdar present. English 
troops ready to turn out, but not required. 

Ceremony conducted wdth greatest order and propriety; produced good impres¬ 
sion. Firino' party composed of Egyptian blacks and some mutineers. Sentence of 
remainder of six commuted [to] penal servitude for life. Remaining mutineers will 
be tried in batehes of twenty, and will probably be more leniently dealt with. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 6, 1884, 1‘5 p.m. 

Am I authorized to refund Egyptian Government money required by them for 
pay and food for 5,000 native labourers required for Second Cataract? Probable 
amount 5,000Z. 


No. 213. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 7.) 

(No. 748.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 28, 1884. 

THERE was a fear that an attack was to be made upon Agig, and it was even 
thought desirable that a vessel of war should be sent to protect the place. I made 
inqufries of General Wood on the subject, for the information of Admiral Lord John 
Hay, when I was at Alexandria, and I received the inclosed reply, giving information 
respecting Agig. 

I have, ofcc. 

■pTlVrTV TT PirJT'.TfTOV 


Inclosure in No. 213. 

General Sir E. Wood to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 24, 1884. 

YOURS of to-day. 

There is no intention on our part of removing Avomcn and children from Agig, 
but Osman Digna threatens to do so, and to another Avorld. The question of evacua¬ 
tion Avas discussed, and being strongly opposed by Chermside, the Council of Ministers 
decided it should be maintained anyhoAV until the Eastern Soudan Avas CA'acuated. 
AFith this vicAV the purchase of boilers, condensers, &c., Avas sanctioned for Agig, but 
on my representing that Suakin Avould noAV be Avell supplied Avith condensed Avatcr, 
Chermside agreed to send Avatcr to Agig and do without a condenser. 

He telegraphed on the 19th as folloAvs ;— 

Consider steamer from Suakin best; avo require armed dispatch-boat. Armament 
here. Risk from IladcndoAvas on Agig Island. Minimum Avith eruizer at command 
could harass hostile cattle Avith tribal scouts. Reassure Agig, Rowaga, and coast lino. 
(Extract ends.) 

I saAV three Gatlings taken into Cairo Station on 15th, on their way to Suakin. 
Don’t yet knoAv if they reached yet. 
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No. 214. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J, Pauncefote.—(Received August 7.) 
(Confidential.) 

^ir, Admiralty, August 6, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of tlie Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the decypher of a 
telegram, dated 5th August, from Commodore Molyneux, of Her Majesty’s ship 
Sphinx,” at Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 214. 


from their own country. Much difficulty has been experienced in procuring recruits 
for the Gold Coast Constabulary, which has, in consequence, been for some years far 
below its strength. An attempt Avas made in 1879 to procure recruits direct from the 
( Houssa country on the Niger, and an expedition Avas sent at great cost by the Gold 

; Coast Government under Captain Knapp BarroAV for this purpose. Only soA^enty- 

eight recruits, hoAvever, Avere procured, and a large proportioji of these spoke a 
peculiar dialect, which Avas not understood by the rest of the force, and Averc therefore 
comparatively useless. 

In vieAV of these circumstances. Lord Derby is disposed to think that it is very 
improbable that any number oflloussas could be induced to enlist for service in Egypt, 
and that even if a sufficient number could be obtained, it is doubtful Avhether they 
could bo successfully associated Avitli Egyptian troops. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 


Commodore Molyneux to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


No. 217. 


(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 5, 1884, 6‘25 p.m. 

NINETY-EIGHT Takuri pilgrims arrh'cd to-day. 

Left Khartoum 27th June. While there Gordon took tivo steamers; “ Gitayna ” 
brought back much cattle and doura. Shendy and Darner hands Government. 
Pilgrims did not go Berber, advised not, wci'c told Turks still there surrounded by 
DerAushes. Head Turk ready to surrender, Shendy bad been invested, but Dervishes 
left to join some attack toAA’ards Berber; pilgrims seemed stand cross-examination aa’cII ; 
mentioned Gordon by name. 


No. 215. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received August 7.) 

Admiralty, August 6, 1S84. 

I Ai\I comniaudcd by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, 
for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Alfairs, copy of a telegram, 
dated 5th instant, from the Commodore at Suakin, 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 



Inclosuro in No. 215. 

Commodore Molyneux to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 5, 1884, G‘25 P.M. 

ENEMY’S combination temporarily dissipated, various causes. 

South Amarars left Tamai, marched north, object doubtful, professing friemdship. 
2,000 llandendoAvas also north, .sAVorn hostile. Sent “Camel” Avith Lieutenant 
and BrcAvstcr to Sheik Barnd rendezvous appointed to meet tribes [at V] delegates 
north, Amarars professing friendship; Governor sending arms and ammunition, 
proA’isional [ ? ] confederation Avorth trying for. Ncavs Agig satisfactory. Admiral 
informed. 


No. 210. 

Mr. Meade to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received August 7.) 

Sir, Dou-ning Street, August 0, 1884. 

1 AM directed by the Ivirl of Derby to acquaint you, for the informatioJi of Marl 
(jranville, that ho has bad befovi' him your letter of the 21't ultimo, resiMicting the 
.suggf'stio.i that Ibnissas should be enlisted for ser\ie(' in the Egyptian army. 

In reply, I am to state that the papers in tliis Dep-irimnit sliow that tliora is great 
reluetance amongst the to engage for any h'ngtlK'iied period of service away 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 7, 9 A.M.) 

(No. 528. Private and Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6, 1884, midnight. 

GENERAL Sl'EPlIENSON tells mo he considers it essential that some English 
troops should be moA’ed beyond AYndy Haifa. It is Avith the greatest uuAvillingness 
that I presume to speak of matters beyond my province, but 1 am uoav so strongly 
convinc('d that part of defending force of Egypt Avould be best employed by being 
moAX'd 1 urther south, together Avith irregulars, Avith the A'icAv of aiding the escape of 
Gordon via Dcbbch and Dongola. 

A decision must, hoAvcver, be come to at once, or it will bo too late to use tho 
rhmr. 

Afain danger I apprehend for Gordon is tho possibility of the failure of his llrc- 
AVO{)d for steamers and ammunition. His artillery ammunition Avas vciy limited, that 
for small arms a fair siip])ly, but not sufficient, so Colonel Coetlogou informs me, to 
accede to demand last Avinter of Senaar garrison for aid in this respect. 

’I’lio Egyptian troops at AAbuly Haifa and Korosko Avill bo most useful for hauling 
up ilie cataracts, and tho energy of General AVood Avould bo invaluable in this 
operation, Avhich must bo performed Avith the greatest expedition to bo successful. 

Events have led to tho course I noAV venture to suggest, but I noAV Inimbly 
submit that they should bo taken advantage of, as, under intelligent guidance, the 
<'asiest Avay of assisting the defenders of Khartoum ; whilst, as regards Egypt, so long 
as AYc remoA'e the danger of Hie approach of the rebels, there is little risk of 
disturbance. 


No. 218. 


d/r. Egerton to Earl Granville .— (Received by telegraph, August 7.) 

(No. 780. Ext. 528.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August G, 1884. 

AVITII reference to the proposed sending of steamers up tho cataracts above 
AVady Haifa, an operation Avhieh ai ill have to be undertaken very shortly, or not at all 
(as they are only passable at high Nile), General Stephenson informs me that 
ho considers^ it absolutely essential, if steamers be sent, that some English troops 
should likoAvisc be moAxd up for the purposi' of guard and protection. 

It is clear that a very critical time has been reached. 

Fears of the advance of the rebellion, and eonsi'quent disturbances amongst tho 
{leople, have made it necessary to send a force to Upper Egypt to guard tho frontier 
and tranquillize the po])ulation. 

^ 'riio aeiiou of the Mudir of Dongola, n iio, though ordt'red t > retire, has inhii'te.I a 
ueCeal on tlie rebels, and thus temporarily arresti’d tlieir advance, the letter 
reccued by him Irom General Gordon, and the neci'ssity under Avhich the A1 idir 
non feels, tailing reinforeements, of abandoning l)n;)gola, force mo to the conviction 
that part of the defending foroo of Egypt Avould be best employed in moving 
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south, together Tvith irregulars, heyond the cataracts, Avith a view of giving a hand to 
Gordon for escape viA, Dchheh and Dongola. 

But the Nile Avill soon he high, and the time is short u ithin Avhich any rh'cr 
expedition is possible; it is therefore imperative that it should take place at once, or 
not at all. 

Prom all I can gather from those to AAdiom I have spoken on the subject 
of Gordou’s position, the main danger Avhicli threatens him seems the possibility of 
the fireAA'Ood for his steamers failing, and his ammunition running short. 

We knoAV exactly the amonnt of rounds for his artillery; hut though he 
had a good supply last Avintcr of small-arms ammunition, the amount Avas not 
sufficient, so Colonel de Coetlogon, the late Governor of Khartoum, intorms me, 
to justify its diminution by complying Avith the demands of the Senaar garrison for aid 
in this respect, cAmn so far hack as last Avintcr. 

Under these circnmstanccs, it seems essential to keep open Dongola, the sole gate 
noAV remaining of approach to Gordon from the north. 

I humbly submit, therefore, that English troops should he moA'cd heyond 
the cataracts from Egypt as a moans of coming into communication, cither directly or 
through irregulars, vrith Khartoum, for as regards Egypt itself I have no 
apprehension so long as the danger of the approach of the rebellion is remoA^ed. 

In my opinion it Avould be found clcAmting to the morale of the Egyptian troops 
(aaEo have been made so useful under intelligent handling at Snakin) if they 
Avere employed during the operations for tin; hauling of the steamers up the cataracts ; 
and as the above operation is one Avhich must he performed Avith the greatest 
expedition, and requires much management from the numhei's required to he used, I 
A'cnturc to think that the great enei'gy of the Egyptian Commander-in-chief, 
Sir EA'clyn AVood, Avill he most iuA’aluahle. 

Certainly, if entirely put on one side, they AA’ill not ho reliable as garrisons to put 
doAA'n disorder in Egypt itself, and nf)tAvithstnnding all I kiion^ and hear uufaA'ourable 
to them, I holievo tliat, in some degree, to employ them judiciously Avill he prudent, 
and meet Avith satisfactory results. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 219. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egeiton. 

(No. 285.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 7, 1884, 3’5 r.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 525 of yesterday. 

Lord Northbrook Avishes mo to telegrapli as folloAA s ;— 

“ Please coiiA’cy my sincere thanks to Khedive fur his offer, hut I have arranged 
to stay Avith Sir E. Baring.” 


No. 220. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hg the U'«r Office, August 7. 

( 1 .) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Ilartington. 

Cairo, August 7, 1884, 1'5 r.M. 

YOURS 2ud says Admiral Avill ho instructed to cndeas'our to pass steamers up 
Second Cataract. Admiral informs me his instructions are that I am to perform this 
service. Instructions rO(iiieAed to Admiral and myself as to our respective duties, so 
as to give authority for making necessary preparations. A^aluahle time passing 
away. 
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The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 7, 1884, 4 p.M. 

Yours to-day. 

It is arranged Avith Admiralty that military Avill he responsible for all movements 
tip Nile from Alexandria. Regret that Admiralty instructions anticipated mine. 
Admiral has been instructed to alford CA'^cry assistance in getting steamers up Second 
Cataract. 

You have full authority to act Avithout delay. 


No. 221. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received August 8.) 

Sir, Admiralty, August 4, 1884. 

MY Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty desire me to forAvard hercAAuth, for 
the perusal of Earl Granville, copies of tivo letters dated the 21st July leporting 
upon the state of affairs, political and othcrAvisc, at, and in the neighbourhood of 
Suakin. 

A similar letter has been addressed to the War Office. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosnre 1 in No. 221. 

Commodore Molyneux to Vice-Admiral Lord J. Hay. 

My Lord, “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, July 14, 1884. 

I IIAVE the honour to inform your Lordship tliat since the 2nd instant, the date 
of my last Report, affairs at Suakin liave remained much the same as before. 

2. 4ffic nightly firing of the rebels has been continued, generally at A'cry long 
ranges, hut causing one casualty, a native being Avounded in El-Kaff by a stray shot 
fired at least 2,000 yards off. 

^ 3. On the night of the 7th instant they attacked us from the salt aa'cIIs, Avhere, 
taking exccdlent shelter, they kept up a brisk fire for some time, until dru’en out by 
our fire, Avhich inflicted some loss on them. Their fire on this occasion aaus bettor 
directed than usual, one of our Gatling guns being tAvicc struck, and a great number 
of shots, passing just over the heads of the men manning the posts on the left flank, 
struck the caraAnnscrai. 

4. The completion of some of the defensive AA^orks having released a considerable 
number of Egyptian soldiers, I decided, in consultation Avith Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chermside, that Ave should strengthen and occupy these salt Avells Avithout further 
delay. The position is naturally a strong one, and affords shelter to an enemy, AA'hich, 
if they improved in their shooting, might cause ns much inconvenience. A large force 
AA'as put on the AAmk yesterday, and it AAvas occupied by us last night, and in the course 
of a A'cry fcAV days I hope a toAver somcAvhat similar to those at the fresh-Avater aacIIs 
Avill be completed and render the position impregnable. We shall then, I think, have 
done all that avo can do, AAdiilc maintaining a defensive attitude, to keep the enemy at 
a distance, though firing as they do, in tlie air at extraordinary long distances, there 
must alAA'’ays remain a certain amount of risk to life. 

5. On the 5th instant I sent the “Woodlark” to Ras RoAA'oyya Avith orders to 
inquire into the state of affairs there, and then to proceed to Agile Avith the same 
object. I gaA^e permission to j\tr. BrcAvster, Collector of Customs, to take jiassage in 
her, at the request of the Civil Governor. 

0. On the Gth .Inly Lieutenant-Colonel Chermside received a letter from the 
Mammonr of Agik, saying that the rebels had attacked his people on the 4th instant, 
had seized their avcIIs, and robbed them of their property, and that the inhabitants 
had only three days’ AAuter supply. I immediately ordered the “ Dih-El-Bahr ” to 
prepare for sea, and she started for Agik about four hourf, afteinvards. I made 
temporary arrangements for the Avater supply here, entailing some slight rednetiou in 
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the supply, and a little assistance from Iler Majesty’s ships, nhieh, with the large 
reserve I fortunately had in hand, will prevent any inconvenience being felt. The 
“Condor” arrived that afternoon, and I sent her at once to give any protection or 
assistance that might be necessary, and with orders to retiu’n on arrival of the 
“ Woodlark,” or sooner, if not required. 

7. The Commander and officers of the “Condor” being now to this coast, I 
thought it advisable to procure some thoroughly competent interpreter who is 
acquainted with local politics, and, Avitli Lieutenant-Colonel Chcrmsidc’s assistance, I 
obtained the services of Mr. Portelli, the Director of the Post Office, who I propose to 
pay for his three days’ service at the same rate (12a\ per day) as a Pirst Class Army 
Interpreter, which will, I hope, meet with your Lordship’s approval. 

8 . The “ Condor ” returned on the 9th instant. During her absence I received 
a telegram from the Admiralty ordering me to take an early opportunity to send a 
ship to inquire into the state of affairs at Kosscir; I therefore dispatched the 
“Condor” tliitber on the 12th instant, with orders to call at Jeddah on her return 
voyage, and to communicate with you, and the Consul-General at Cairo direct, should 
he obtain any reliable information of real importance. 

9. The “Woodlark” returned from Agik yesterday. I inclose Commander 
Kingseote’s Report. I think he rather overrates the influence and strength of the 
people belonging to Agik, who can hardly be considered pure Reni-Annas or AshralVs. 
They arc rather more like the townsmen of Suakin, a mixed race, but, nevertheless, 
the interference with their women by the rebels will not advance Osman Digna’s cause. 

10. Referring to that part of Commander Kingseote’s Report which relates tq 
the “ Dib-El-Bahr,” I liope wo may soon see the “Jaffaria” liere, as it is evident 
that the former requires some extensive repairs, which should not be delayed. 

11. The Royal Engineers are making some progress with the piers, and I hope 
the old stone pier will be ready for use by the time the steamer Avith raihvay plant 
arriA'es, 

12 . The fifty Sccdic boys, previously ordered, arrived yesterday in the Khedivial 
steamer from Aden. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. H. MORE MOLYNEUX. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 221. 

Commodore llolyneux to Vice-Admiral Lord J. Hau. 

(Confidential.) 

My Lord, ^ ^ « Sphinx,” at Suakin, July 11, 18S4. 

BEFORE your Lordship h'Ct Suakin you were informed that Osman Digna was 
doing his utmost to induce the friendly and neutral tribes to join him, and had given 
them only a feiv days to decide. 

2. They had, hoAvcver, no choice; the poAver of Osman Digna is sufficient to 
enahle him to carry off their Avomcn and flocks, and to seize the avcIIs of those Avho 
refuse to obey his command. The Chiefs of the tribes have accordingly, in self- 
defence, given in their submission to him. 

3. They haA^o communicated their position freely to Lieutenant-Colonel Chermside, 
Avho believes they are acting toAvards him in perfect good faith, and Avould rejoin us if 
they could depend on our protection. 

4. There arc indications that the arbitrary rule of Osman Digna is causing great 
discontent amongst many ol tliosc avIio liaA'c all along been on his side, and there is 
reason to liclievc that if wo again undertake offi'nsivc measures against him, avc may 
still find a large body of tribesmen to assist us. 

5. Latest reports from ihe rebel camp say that Osman Digna, having failed to 
induce his men to attack Suakin, has sent to the Soudan for further assisfanee, and in 
tlie meantime intends to attack all those ai'Iio haA'c not answered Iiis summons to join 
him. Ills present force is variously estimated at lictAvcen 8,000 and 10,000 nu'n. 

6 . I haAa: also consulted Colonel Chermside regarding tlu' alfairs at Agik. lli' is 

strongly of opinion that, ior political reasons, it would lie a great mistak(' to deiiort 
the present inhabitants, as it Avould cause great dissatisfaction amongst their male 
rclativ('s, Avho are noAv attending to tlieir Hocks in tlie mountains, and miclit prohalilv 
counteract the bitter feeling which tlie action of tlu' rebels will be sure’to raise It 
would also have a bad effect on the powerful tribe of Beui-Annas if thev saw us -ivim- 
up another position on the coast. * o 
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7. No doubt Agik and the Island of Badhur, Avhero the inhabitants are noAV 
living, arc at present unimportant, but the harbours arc good, aud the fertile district 
of Tfficar being in the neighbourhood, they may some day be ot more value. 

8. If the people Avere all witlulraAvn, some small rcAmnuo AAould be lost to the 
Egyptian GoA'crnment, and the places Avould probably become the centre of a 
smuggling trade, and convenient shipping ports for slaves. 

9. On the other hand, the absence of water other than that Ailiich avc can 
provide for them, unless a considerable guard is kept there, Avill cause great incon¬ 
venience, and I can see no Avay of improving matters ’unless avc once more take the 
offensive, and crush the rapidly-growing poAver of the rebels on this coast. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. H. MORE MOLYNEUX. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 221. 

Commander Kingseote to Commodore Molyneux. 

gp-, “ Woodlark,” at Suakin, July 12, 1884. 

ACCORDING to orders received, I embarked Mr, BrcAvstcr, Director of Customs, 
on the morning of the 5th July, Aveighed and proceeded in Her Majesty’s ship 
under my command to the nortlnvard, arriving and anchoring off Rahweyah at 
11*20 A.w,, Gth July. 

The Prelect of tlie village, Mahomed Aga, an intelligent Turk, came on board 
about noon, and the following is the purport of his communication 

The country for many miles round is ruled by the folloAving Sheikhs— 

Sheikh Ali llamed, Khorbab tribe. 

Sheikli El-Amicn, Khorliab tribe. 

Sheikh llassain, Khalcb tribe. 

Sheikh Ali Abrahim, Dingonab tribe. 

The former is the most poAvcrful, and oAvns the village of RaliAveyah and 
the surrounding district. The second is under the first, but ambitious, Avishing to 
supplant his Chief. 

Some weeks back Osman Digna sent an I'missary to those tribes asking them to 
join him, as Khartoum, Berber, Kassala, and Suakin had fallen, the English at the 
latter place having been driven into the sea. 

As soon as the Prefect heard of this he went out Avith his small folloAving, 
consisting of fourteen armed men, and said ho Avouhl take the man if he was not sent 
away at once, also reminding the Sheikhs of their promises to support the Government 
on all occasions. They all agreed Avith him except Sheikh El-Amien, who seemed 
to listen to the proposal, aud to believe the story of the emissary, but the others Avere 
too strong for him, aud the man Avas sent aAvay. 

In the afternoon Mr. BrcAVster and myself lauded at Ralnveyah, and AA*ere 
rcceiAmd by the Prefect and the merchants. The latter said the village Avas quite safe, 
and all they had to complain about Avas that the authorities at Jeddah had stopped 
supplies being sent, fearing they might be sent on to Suakin, but they had plenty of 
Avatcr and meat. 

As Sheikh El-Amien Avas in the village we sent for him, and according to his oavu 
statement, he Avas never for Osman Digna, ho had only said it seemed strange that the 
Government had done nothing to quell the rising for a long time. We spoke strongly 
to him of our poAVC'r, and I iin itcd him aud the leading people to visit the ship next 
morning, Avhich they did. We iired the Gatling at a mark Avhich seemed greatly to 
astonish them, and they Avent aAvay highly impressed. 

Mr. Brewster scnt^letters to Sheikhs Ali llamed, llassain, and Ali Abrahim, all 
who Averc many miles up country, commending them for their behaviour, and reminding 
them of their promises. 

AVe ascertained that the salt-AVorks on the Peninsula arc in a very flourishing 
condition, and that as many as nine and ton dhows lcaA*c each day. 

AVe also told the Prefect to ascertain from all the Sheikhs how many camels 
tlicy could supply Avith seven, fourteen, twenty-one, and thirty days’ notice, and the 
price; tlie ansAver ta be sent via Jeddah. 

On Alouday morning the 7th, after the Sheikh had left this ship, I Avoighed and 
proceeded south. 
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On Tuesday afternoon the 8th, whilst steaming towards Alcik, observed Her 
Majesty’s shi]) “ Condor” at anchor in Khor Nowiirat, she made her number which we 
answered by lioisting our own. At 3‘55 stopped and sent boat ahead of ship to sound, 
then proceeded slowly passing between first and second islands and anchored off Akik. 
Some men from three dhows that were lying there came on board, and informed us 
that the Gamson and inhabitants had left the place some months ago and gone to 
Bahdur Island, Khor Nouarat, and to Agig Khcber. 

Ilcr Majesty’s ship “Condor’’ arrived off the harbour shortly after and 
signalled:— 

“ Refugees from Akik are on Bahdur Island at Khor Nowiirat, have left a letter 
for you from Commodore with Governor, I am going on to Snakin.” 

At 5’40 A.M., the 9th July, I uciglied and proceeded to Khor Nowiirat, arriving 
and anchoring off Bahdur Island at 8A0. 

The Prefect, Amien Efl’cndi, came on board, and ho reported that they had moved 
some months from Akik, that himself with his clerk and ten soldiers lived on the 
island besides the inhabitants. That on Friday, the 4th July last, a jiarly of 500 rebels 
armed u ith rifles belonging to the Iladendowar tribe, headed by lilahomed IMousa, a 
nephew of Osman Bigna’s, attacked the village of Agig Khcber, situated on the main¬ 
land about half-an-hour’s walk from the coast, killing ten men and eapturing sonic 
women, children, slaves, and cattle, the rest of the inhabitants escaping by boats to 
Bahdur Island. These belong to the Beni-Anna and Ashratf tribes, but arc mostly 
women and children loft behind, as these tribes during the summer take their cattle and 
sheep, of which they are large owners, to the Ilabbab and Cassalla districts, returning 
about the end of November. The former tribe especially is a very powerful one, 
mustering over 40,000, and the latter about 5,000 to 6,000. 

After the disaster had occurred messengers were sent to these tribes, but it would 
take twenty days before they came back, and then he did not think any of the tribes 
would return until the rains; he also informed me that the remaining men, about 200 
in number, would not go to the village near uhere the wells arc, unless it was held by 
a large party of troops. 

The village is half-au-hour’s walk from the sea shore if you land opposite to it, 
where you have to wade some way, otiicrwise, at the proper landing it is an hour’s walk, 
open at first, and then studded with bushes and brushwood. He also said that if the 
Egyptian steamer “ Dib-El-Bahr ” had not arrived the inhabitants who possessed boats 
had settled to lea^'c the next day, leaving the remaining wretches, mostly Avomen and 
children, to die of thirst. 

I sent the Prefect on shore to call a meeting of the leading men at 2*30 p.m., at 
which time IMr. Brewster and myself met them in the Prefect hut, the chief man 
present being Ali Sherliil, Sheikh of Agig, 

We elicited the folloAving from them ;— 

They put themselves entirely in the hands of Government. 

That there arc only 200 men, of all ages, out of 2,000 people on the i.sland. 

That they could not go to the avcIIs unless an armed party remained there, as the 
W'atcr is sIoav in procuring and hard to transport. 

That there are no places nearer than Suakin and MassoAvah Avherc they could go 
to, and then they only had accommodation in the boats for a small proportion of the 
inhabitants. 

That their tribes Avould not be back until November or December, Avhen they 
would return to Agig-Kheber. 

That Avith care, and having the tanks brought down in the “ Dib-El-Bahr” filled 
under charge of the Prefect, that the Avatcr Avould last a fortnight from Sundav, 
13th July. 

That except for the tanks lent and their own few vessels, there arc no receptacles 
for holding water in the island. 

They had heard that Khedrc, the rebel Chief of Tokar, had left Avith most of his 
men to join Osman Digna. 

That all Government houses in Tokar had been destroyed, and that Avhen j)eoplc 
tried to settle doAvn near the toAvn they Avero driven aAvay. 

Tliat there is no caravan route from Agig Khcber, Avhich accounts for Mussenger 
Pasha having transported the inhabitants of this toAvn to Akik, in the hopes of opening 
up a route to Cassalla some ten years ago. After the meeting I determined to remain 
until Friday morning, so as to make further ])rivato inquiries, and also to gi\^c the 
fiiqiport of a vessel laying in the harbour. 

Captain llassain, of the “ Dib-El-Bahr,” reported that his Chief Engineer had stated 
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that the boiler Avas in a very bad state, and requested that the Chief Engineer of the 
“Woodlark” might be sent to examine it. I complied Avith the request, and inclose 
the Chief Engineer’s letter. After the Report, Captain llassain and myself settled 
that his ship should go on distilling until Saturday evening, the 12th, then put his 
fires out and repair the boiler as quick as possible, and then return to Suakin. 

The reason Saturday evening is gi\xn for finishing condensing is that by that time 
the inhabitants of Bahdour Island will have collected enough Avatcr to last a fortnight 
from Sunday, the 13th. 

On the morning of Thursday, the 10th, avo obseiwcd from this ship some refugees 
on the mainland, so I sent a boat and brought back some men and Avomen of the Beni 
Anna tribe; also one man Avho had folloAved up the men Avho had attacked Agig 
Khcber as far as Tokar. lie reports that they Avere selling the jewellery stolen from 
the women at Agig Khebcr in the market. 

That most of the IladendoAvar tribe had left to join Osman Digna. 

That some of the leading men had stated how they regretted Avhat had happened, 
as they had made some very poAverful enemies, 

I visited the caves on Bhardour Island, and found them totally unfit as receptacles 
for water. I invited Sheikh Ali Sherbil, av ith the leading people, to visit this ship on 
Friday morning, which they did, and avo fired the Gatling for them. 

They all tlianked Mr. BrcAvstcr and myself for Avhat had been done for them. 

Politically the attack on Agig Khcber is a great source of strength for the 
Government, but the inhabitants of Bhardour Island should not be dispersed, as they 
are mostly Avomcn and children, and Avatcr should be supplied to them. 

Mr. Brewster has collected all data connected Avith the supply of camels and 
oxen, should they be required, and I have to thank him for his kind and very able 
assistanee. 

1 weighed at 9 A.]u, on Friday, 11th JAily, and anchored off Ras Makdah in the 
CA'cning, proceeding at daylight this morning for Suakin. 

I beg to acknoAvledgc the receipt of your Memorandum, dated Her Majesty’s 
ship “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, 6th July, 1884. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ANTHONY KINGSCOTE. 


No. 222. 


Mr. Eqerton to Bail Granville.—(Received August 8.) 

(No. 529.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 8,1884,10T6 a.m. 

KITCHENER delayed a little at Dongola; A\as to leave for Debbah as to-day; 
Sah'h of Kabbabisb at Sbubuk. Kitchener says boats on Dongola reach: one small 
vtearaor, about eighty largo three-quarter-decked boats, capable of transporting 
from fifty to eighty men each, and about 300 smaller boats. 


No. 223. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 8.) 

(No. 781. Ext. 529.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 8, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose lu'roAvith copy of a telegram from Major 
Ivitcluan'r to Sir EA'olyn Wood, reporting that he proposes to leave as to-day for 
Dcl)bah and communicate Avith the Sheikh Saleh of the Kabbabisb, who is at 
Sbubuk. 

j\[ajor Kitchener gives also the number of boats on the portion of the river 
which flows through Dongola. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 
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Inclosurc in No, 223. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. JVood. 

(.Telegraphic.) Dongola, August 7, 1881. 

I DO not know from prcA’ious correspondence the reason for this. There is 
enough money in Treasury here for six months at present rate of expenditure. If it 
lias anything to do with Kahhahisii moiuw I will he able to tell you in three or four 
days. Boats on Nile ; one screw stcamerj same as smallest steamer plying hetween 
Haifa and Assouan; about eiglity large boats, capable of transporting oO to 80 
men each, or 80 to 150 ardebs; a good specimen, measure 50 feet long, 22 feet broad, 
and few feet deep from deck to keel; they arc three-quarter decked; about 300 
smaller boats, ferry boats, &c,, capable of carrying ten to twenty men. 

Saleh is at Shubuk. I shall leave for Debbali to-morroAV and communicate Aidth 
him. I propose to dismiss Gararicl Avhon month is up. They have Avorked aa'cII, hut 
are not Avanted any more. 


No. 224. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August S, 4'5 

(No. 530.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo. August 8, 1884, 300 r.Ai. 

SPEEDY reports that Italian eyc-Avitucss states that Gallabat suri'cndercd to 
rebels on Gth Juno; 2,000 Abyssinians liad arrived to succour toAvn, but ded on 
liearing that enemy AA'as coming in force. 

Italian says that rebel force aaus but twenty-five men. 


No. 225. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hij telegraph, August 8.) 

(No. 782. Ext. 530.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 8, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to iiieloM'' heroAvith copy of a telegram received through 
Consul Baker from Captain Speedy, reporting the surrender of Gallabat. 

I hare, &c. 

(Sigircd) EDWIN H. EGEllTON. 


Inclosure in No. 225, 

Consul Baker to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 7, 1881. 

SPEEDY reports noAVS lately brought by an Italian eyo-Avitucss that Gallabat 
surrcirdcrcd to reljels on Gth June; 2,000 Aljyssinians had arrived to succour the 
toAvn, but Hod on hearing that the enemy aaus coming in force. 

Italian aCterAvards learned that the rebel force Avas only tAVonty-dve men. 


No. 22G. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 8.) 

(No. 531.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 8, 1881. 

CllEPt]\[SIDE reports from Suakin to-day, Brewster returned by camel, having 
arranged Avith Korb llamcd and friendly Sheikhs they should take Disabil and 
Handoub, and liold their part of Berber road for Government; has given them rifles, 
ammunition, and su])])lies. Korb 1 famed has 11,000 men anxious to stop rebellion for 
sake of trade. Suakin contingent marched Avith others. 
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No. 227. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, August 8.) 

(No. 783. Ext. 531.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 8, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 531 of this day’s date, I liaA’c the honour to 
inclose horcAAith copy of a telegram from Colonel Chermside, reporting the arrangement 
come to Avith Korb llamcd and the friendly Slieikhs to take Disabel and Handoub, and 
to hold their part of the Berber road for the Government. 

I liaA^e, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 227. 

Colonel Chermside to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 8, 1881. 

BREWSTER returned “ Camel ” noon. Has arranged Avith Korb llamcd and 
friendly Slieikhs, on oath, to take Disabd and Handoub, and hold their part of Berlicr 
road for Government. Has issued 200 rifles, 20 boxes ammuuition, and food for 
4,000 men one week, and taken five hostages, relations of head Sheikh'-. Korb llamcd 
has 11,000 men, all very keen to put a stop to rebellion, for the sake of trade. 

Suakin contingent, AA’ith Mahmoud Ali, marched Avith others. 


No. 228. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, August S. 

The Marquis of Hurtington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 7, 1884, 10 p.:m. 

AM sending liy next mail instructions as to preparations consequent on vote of 
credit obtained from Parliament. 

General scope is to enable brigade to bo dispatched at short notice from Haifa to 
Dongola. Proposal to use small boats ahovo cataracts as in Rod Rii'er expedition. I 
gather from Egerton’s No. 528 that you are prepared at once to move English troops 
beyond Haifa. 'What could you do AA'itli force and resources noAV at your disposal ? 
The additional battalion asked for is already placed under orders. 


No. 229. 

Sir J. S. Lumley to Earl Granville.—{Received August 9.) 

(No. 125.) 

My Lord, Rome, August G, 1884. 

ON receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 1G3 of the 15th ultimo, regarding 
the observance by foreigners of the Egyptian Press Regulations, 1 communicated the 
substance thereof to the Italian Government, and liaAn) to-day received from 
M. Mancini an acknoAvledgmcut of the rticeipl of my note, together Avith a promise 
that the subject should meet Avith favourable consideration on the part of His Italian 
Majesty’s Government. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. SAVILE LUMLEY. 
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No. 230. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 9.) 

(No. 532.) 

(Tclograpliic.) Cairo, August 9, 1884, 11 A.M. 

KITOnENEIl says Salcli is three or four clays from IJeljhali, from whence lie 
will send for him; he fears Saleh has not much power. Two Sheikhs of 
Arabs on road from Debhali to Khartoum descrilio one-half of road as safe, that is, 
till about three days from Khartoum. Ilussciu Pasha Khalifa has been taken to 
Madhi. 


No. 231. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 288.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 9, 1881<, 6 p.m. 

1)0 you or Kitchener think that any message of courtesy or present from Her 
Majesty’s Government to the Mudir of .Dongola is desirable now ? 


No. 232. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir .7. Pauncefote.—{Received August 9.) 

Sir, JVar Office, August 9, 1881. 

I AM directed l)y tlic Scerctavy of State for "War to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Granville, the iuclosed copies of two letters which have been 
dispatched from this Department. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) EALPII THOMPSON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 232. 

The Marquis of Harlinyton to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

Sir, War Office, August 8, 1884. 

HER Majesty’s Government have obtained from Parliament a vote of credit for 
300,000Z., in order to enable Her ]\tajesty’s Government to undertake operations for 
the relief of General Gordon, should they become necessary, and to make certain 
preparations in respect thereof. 

Her Majesty’s Government arc not at present convinced that it rvill be impossible 
for General Gordon, acting on the instructions which he lias received, to secure the 
withdrawal from Khartoum, either by the employment of force or of pacific means, 
of the Egyptian garrisons, and of such of the inhabitants as may desire to leave. 

The time, how^ever, which has elapsed since llu' receipt of authentic information 
of General Gordon’s exact position, plans, and intentions, is so long, and the state of 
the surrounding country, as evidenced by the impossibility of communicating wdth 
him, is so disturbed, that Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion that (he time has 
arrived when some further measure for obtaining accurate information as to his 
position, and if necessary, for rendering him assistance, should be adopted. 

I have therefore to acipiainl you nith the preparations which Her INEajesty’s 
Government propose should be made at home and in Egypt for this purpose. Certain 
preparations have been made at Suakin foi' the jiurpose of placing that port in a 
position to receive the stores which would be ri'quired for the coirstructiou of a light 
raihvay to Rerbcr, or for the landing of tlic troops and necessary siqiplies for an 
expedition across tin; desert of that route. 

Although suhseipient information may still make it appear desirable to adopt this 
route in the event of any operations becoming necessary for the relief of General 
Gordon, the most recent informatimi as to the I'xisting condition of alfairs, imperfect as 
it is, appears to iioint in a ditfcrenl direction. 

Notwithstanding the serious defeats iuilicted upon the tribes collected under the 


leadersbip of Osman Digna in (ho spring of this year, the withdrawal of the greater 
part of the troops, rendered necessary by the aiiproaching heats of the summer, appears 
to have led to a renewed concentration of hostile' tribes in that quarter, and no advance 
w^ould probably take place from Suakin without the renewal of severe fighting, which, 
except in the case of absolute necessity. Her Majesty’s Government w'ould desire to 
avoid. 

And further, if Rerher is, as norv appears certain, in the hands of the adherents 
of the Mahdi, it is probable that the operation of sending a force to that place (neces¬ 
sarily, on account of the scarcity of water, in small detachments) would be one of 
considerable difficully and risk. 

On the other hand, llu' intelligence wdneh has been received of the spread of the 
imsurrection in the direction pf Rerber and Dongola, and the uncertainty w'hich still 
exists as to the position of affairs at the latter place, has created a feeling of alarm and 
insecurity on the frontiers of Upper Egypt, wdiich has made it, in your opinion, neces¬ 
sary to direct the advance of a portion of the Egyptian army to positions at Korosko 
and Wady Haifa, to support the advanc('d positions by the dispatch of Rritish trooji.s 
to Assouan, and, as I understand, to contem])laie Ihe slrenglhening of the advanced 
posts by detachments of Rritish troops. His Royal Iliglmcss the Pield-Marshal 
Commanding-in-ehief entertains a strong objection, in Avhich I concur, lo the policy of 
scattering tin; Rritish forces in detachments wdiich would be insufficient by themselves 
to resist any attack to which they raigdit possibly be exposed, relying solelv on the 
co-operation of the hitherto untried native army. 

It is, therefore, probable that under any circumstances it may he necessary for 
some time to come that a considerable Rritisli force sbould occupy positions on the 
Nile above Assiout. 

The country between the frontier of Egypt and Dongola, and Dongola itself, 
do not appear to he openly hostile, and rvould, probably, by a demonstration of 
strength in that direction, be confirmed in a neutral if not friendly attitude towards 
the Egyptian Government. 

Under these circumstances, it seems probable tliat if any active measures for the 
relief of General Gordoii and tlie garrison of Kliartounr sl'iould ])ccomc necessary, 
tlie ol)ject i]i view could be ac(*omp]ished with tlie least risk of serious opposition 
and loss of life, combined Avith tlu' greatest amount of protection to the Egvptiau 
territory hy an operation conducted in the valley of the Nile, if it sbould api)car to 
be practicable. 

Although the obstacles caused by the series of cataracts Avbieli intercept tlic 
navigatioir ol tlie NiU betAveeir Assouan and Dongola and Khartoum are such a-j to 
render almost impossibly the transport, by moans of the river, of a considerable force 
and its necessary supplii's in the stcam-hoats and otlier craft which have hitherto been 
employed, I am advised by competc'nt authorities that the transport of a force of 
moderati'dinu'nsions in small boats, such as Avi'rc employed in the Red River Exiicdi- 
tion in 1870, beyond the point Avhere the ordinary moan's of Nile aiavigation Avoidd be 
available, Avmdd not pi-esent any insuperable difficulties. Her Majesty’s Government 
have, therefore, come to tin' conclusiou that the best mode in wliieh* they can place 
themselves in a position to undertake the relief of General Gordon, should the 
necessity arise, AAmuld lie by the proAusion of the means by A\diich such an expedition 
could be dispatched to Dongola, and, as circumstances at the tinu' may render 
expedient, to Rerher or Khartoum. 

The princijial measures AA’hich Her Majesty’s GoA^ernment arc prepared at present 
to adopt and to sanction Avith this object in view are— 

1. To provide lor the passing up the Eirst and Si'cond Cataracts of as many of 
the Nile steamers as it may be possible and expc'dient. Directions haA'e alreadA' been 
loi'AA'arded by telegraph to you and by the Roard of Admiraltv to the Admiral on the 
Nlcditerranean Station Avith this object. 

2. To obtain from the Admiralty and from other sources a supply of small boats 
capable of beijig employed in the trans[)ort of troops and supplies bevond tlu' point at 
which ordinary nicans of transport Avill be available. 

3. T'lui additional ])attalion which you Iiave already asked for Avill ho dispatched 
to Egypt. Aiiother battalion Avill be placed under orders to proceed to Egypt, if it 
should be re([uired ; but 1 am not satisfied that there exists at present at Ckiiro or in 
Doaaci Egjpl any such cause ior unojisiness as Avould make it inoxp('dieut for a'ou to 
strengthen the Rritish force on the Nile to such an extent as aaHI bo immediately 
necessary Irom the garrison now under your command. 

4. Arraugemeuts Avill he maile with the Government of India for the carlv 
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dispatcli of two battalions, wliicli are first for relief to proceed borne and to await orders 
in Egypt if tbcir services be required. 

5. Yon sbould, as soon as possible, arrange for tbc occupation of "Wady Haifa by 
sucb a force of British troops, including, probably, the Mounted Infantry, as you may 
deem requisite. You will also consider whether it would be expedient at once to 
dispatch there a division of Horse Artillery and a squadron of Cavalry. 

6. Having regard to the declared policy of Her Majesty’s Government, of the 
evacuation by tbc Egyptian GoA'crmncnt of the Soudan, it appears questionable 
whether Egyptian troops should, in the event of an advance being decided on, bo 
employed in any positions or operations south of Wady Haifa; but, it appears dcsirablo 
that the native camel corps, and as largo a number of the native army as arc not 
required in jiositions lower down the Nile, should be sent to that place. 

7. Provision Avill be made at home of such stores as Avould be immediately required 
in the event of an expedition being ordered, and as arc not at present in store, and 
could not be immediately supi)licd. 

Eurther information on this point Avill bo foinvarded to you from time to time. 

8. You Avill give orders for the collection at Wady Haifa of supplies, up to a limit 
at present of those necessary for six months for 3,000 men. 

9. Measures should be taken to place the Assouan and “Wady Haifa railroads in 
good Avorking order, and on the latter to increase the length of sidings, and to proAude 
some additional locomotives. Stores of coal should also l)c eolh'cted at Wady Haifa. 

10. Y’ou Avill take measures for the collection and organization of a transport 
corps of 1,200 camels. 

The general scope and intention of these instructions and preparations is to enable 
Her Majesty’s Government to giA'o directions at very sliort notice for the dispatch of a 
brigade of troops of all arms to proceed to Hongola. 

This movement could, in the o])iuion of the Government, scarcely fail, in the first 
instance, to all'ord the moans of obtaining full and accurate information as to the 
position and intentions of General Gordon. And it is probable that such a demonstra¬ 
tion Avould, in itself, be sutUcient to strengthen his position and to secure the co-opera¬ 
tion of the tribes Avhieh have not joined the movement of the jMahdi, to such an 
extent as to enable General Gordon to secure the principal object of his mission. 

If, during the progress of these preparations of the operations above described, it 
should appear that an actual adAnucc on Khartoum is imperatively required, it Avill bo 
necessary to further increase the number of troops at your disposal and the scale of the 
preparations noAV sanctioned. 

But, in any event, these measures and the advance of the force indicated, should 
it be decided on, cannot fail, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, materially 
to facilitate the adoption of such further measures if tlu'y should unfortunately bo 
found to be ultimately required. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HABTINGTON. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 232. 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, War Office, August 8, 1884. 

SINCE my despatch dated the 8th August Avas drafted, I have received your 
telegram of tlu* 7th instant,’*^ relerring to a certain inconsistency in the instruc¬ 
tions Avhich haA'e been receivi'd by yourself and the Admiral Commanding in tho 
Mediterranean. 

I inclose hercAvith copy of a letter on this subject Avhich has been addressed to mo 
by the Board of Admiralty A\ith my reply. I have in consequence telegraphed to you 
the instructions quoted in the margin of this lettcr.f I have also received from 

* Yours, Cud, says AUiiiira! Hill l)i> iiibti'ucted to eiidt'avouf to pash ateatner up Second Cataract. Admiral 
informs niu his in.structioiis arc that I am to perform this service. lustrurtioiis re(jucsted to Adiiiir.il and in\selt' 
as to our respective iluties, >-0 a- to p-ho authority for inakiti','' iieic-.>ary preparations. Valuable time passing- 
away. 

•j- 7lh Augu'-t. ^ \our.s, to-ilay. It is arranged with AdiMi-ally that military nill be rc-ponsdde for all 
inoveme; Is u]) Ndc from Alexandria. Ucgrit that Admiralty in-'lrm.tions anticipated mine. Admiral ha-, been 
instructed to allurd every a-Si»tance in eetlin” i-teamer-j up .Secoml Cataract. You have full authority to act 
without delay. 


the Secretary of State for Eorcign Adairs the confidential telegram referred to in the 
margin,* Avhich has doubtless been sent after consultation Avith you. Erom tbe 
information in my possession as to tbo existing means of transport on tbe Nile, 
it appeared to me doubtful Avbetlicr it Avould be in your power to send any troops with 
their necessary supplies beyond Wady Haifa, and it Avas under tliis impression that the 
proposal to provide a supply of small boats, capable cither of sailing, being roAved, or 
tracked up the rapids, Avas made. 

I infer, boAVCver, from jMr. Egerton’s telegram, that yon consider it possible to 
make some advance np tbc river Avitliout the provision of any special means of 
transport of this cbavacter ; and as it Avould obviously be of imicb importance, in the 
event of an adA'anee on Hongola and Khartoum being ultimately decided on, that 
troops and supplies should at once be pushed on as far as possible, I have addressed to 
you tbo telegram quoted iii the margin.f 

Oil the receipt of your reply further instructions will be scut. 

I liaA'o further to add, that having in my despatch of this date given you a general 
outline of the operations Avbicb Her IMajesty’s Government consider may become 
necessary, and of tbe preparations Avliieb sbould be undertaken, I desire to leave tbe 
dclails of these, as mneb as possible, to your judgnient, acting on your knowledge of 
tlu! circumstances, and of tbc resources at your di.spo,sal. 

Her iMajosiy’s Government consider that tbo A^ote of credit for 300,000/. Avbich 
has heen granted hy Barliamcnt authorizes them to undertake at once any measures 
of preparation, the cost of Avhicb Avould not exceed that sum, Avhilc, in the CA'init of an 
expedition beyond tbc Egyptian frontier being actually decided on, the grant of 
300,000/. ]nigbt be exceeded. 

It Avill be necessary, IheriTore, that you sbould iv'port as fully as possible, for my 
information, Avbat cx])endihu'e you are incurring under tbc instructions Avbicb ba\'0 
been giA’on to you, and also tliat yon sliould not direct any actual adA'anee of 
troops beyond tbc frontier ("Wady Haifa) Avitliout direct authority from Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) HABTINGTON. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 232. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir R. Thompson. 

(Coulidcntial.) 

Sir, Admiralty, August 4,1884. 

1. MY Lords Coiiimi.s.sioncrs of the Admiralty request that you will state to the 
^Marquis of Ilartiiigton tliat in the cA'cnt of it being decided to send a force up 
the Nile, either to Hongola or Khartoum, it AA'ould, in their Lordships’ opinion, 
be desirable that tbc responsibility of transport of men and stores for this object should 
bo clearly defined; and they Avould therefore pi’oposc that in this case tbe usual 
course should be folloAVi'd, viz., that tbe uaA^y sbould land tbo troo})s and necessary 
material at tlic most convenient port in Egypt, and that tbc army sbould be respon¬ 
sible for the inland navigation and transport. 

There are two important reasons for this arrangement;— 

(1.) A considerable portion of tbo transport AA'oiild be by rail. 

(2.) Tbe transport on tho Lower Nile Avonld probably be arranged by contract 
Avitb Mr. Cook, Avitb Avbom the military autboril ics have already contracted for tbe 
eouA’cyanec of men and stores. 

2. If tlio Secretary of State approAX's of ibis arrangoincnt, my Lords Avould, in 
addition to (lie sea transport, alford CA'ory assistance in tlieir poAA'er in regard to tlio 
Avork on the Nile. 

3. If it is dceidi'd to pass any stoanuns up tbe Second Cataract this season, 
it Avould appear that no time sbould be lost in eolleetiug labourers beloAV Wady Haifa 
for ibis purpose. 

4. All tlu> necessary stores have been sent out, and Avill be landed at Alexandria 

*■ Mr Ej'ltIou's No. 528: (iiUd, No 2'7. 

-f- 7tl» Auijubt. Am sending by next mnil instructions as to preparations coii'-equent on vote of credit 
obtained from Parliament. (Jeneral scope is to enable brigade to be di-p.Uehed at short notice from Haifa to 
Hongola. Proposal to use small boats above cataracts, as in Hed itiver I'Apeditinn. 1 g.itber from Egerton's 
No. 528, that \ou are prepared at once to move Engli^li troops bevond II ilfa. AVhat c.nild ^ou do with force 
and resources now at yonr dispos-al f The addition d battalion asked for is already placed under orders. 
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about the Cth A.ugust, ami my Lords Avouhl sug^osi that the General Commanding in 
Egypt and the Ivhedive should he eoinmunlcat('d rvith at om‘e. 

6. It would also appear to my Lords desirable iliat a deeision should he arrived at 
as to Avhat steamers should he passed up the Sc'coml Cataraet (if round practicable), 
and as to Avhat additional steamers should ascend the Inrst Cataraet. 

6. The Adjutant-General has suggested that 500 boats, of about 32 feet in length, 
and 7 feet broad, Avill be required to carry an expedition to Dongola above the Second 
Cataract. 

7. About 150 boats of this size (approximately) can be supplied by the dockyards 
and ships in reserve, about 150 might be purchased at once from Steam-ship Com¬ 
panies, and the rest must be built. 

8. It is A'cry necessary that an officer selected by the ITar Office should inspect 
each of these boats before they arc supplied, to determine Avhether they arc suitable 
for the service proposed. 

9. My Lords would supply all nccc'ssary stores that would he useful to the army 
for the expedition, but those which cannot be supplied it aaIII be necessary for the 
army to purchase. This would imdude boats and all other material. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN IMACGHEGOL. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 232. 

Sir R. Thompson to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Confidential.) 

Sii*, War Office, August 7, 1884. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for "War to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the Jth instant, and, in reply, to state that Lord Ilartington concurs 
generally in the arrangements tlunvin proposed, relative to the transport of men and 
stores in the event of its beijig decided to send a force up the Nile. 

With reference to paragraph 3 the necessary instructions have already boon 
given to the General Officer Commanding in Egypt, and he has reported that the 
Egyptian Government is arranging for the collcetiou of the necessary native labour. 
Copies of the telegrams on this subject were forwarded to you on the 4th instant. 
With reference to paragraph 8 of your letter under acknowledgment, I am to 
state that a Committee, consisting of Colonel W. E. Bulter, C.lh, Major Allcyno, B.A, 
(rvitli, possibly, another officer to be added hcre;ifter), has been appointed for the 
purjrosc of arrairging for the purchase and fittings of whatever boats it may bo decided 
to obtain for the purpose reepnred. 

I anr, &c. 

(Signed) llALPII THOMPSON. 


No. 233. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received Augu-A 9.) 

Sir, Admiralty, August 9, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissiorrers of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Eoreigu AlVairs, jrrinted copies of a 
telegram dat('d the 8th instant from Commodore IMoUneuxat Suakin, respectiug the 
friendly attitude of certain tribes in the neighbourhood of Suakin, &c. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGLEGOll. 


Inclosurc in No. 233. 

Commodore Molyneux to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 8, 1884, 12'20 p.m. 

CAMEL returned, result of meeting very promising, five Cliiefs re])resenting large 
force swore on Koran loyalty [to] Government, retake ilandoub and Lisabil, and 
keep their section [of the] Berber road open. Gave as hostages live relations of Chiefs: 
were then supplied with 200 rifles, ammunition, and large (puuitity [of] grain [and] 
biscuit. Enemy supposed [to bo] strong at Disabil, 000 [at] ilandoub. 


No, 234. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 9. 

The Marquis of Ilartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 9, 1884, 6 P.M. 

FIVE hundral t)oate, 30 foot in longtli, 0 tl. 0 in. Ijcam, drawing, when loaded, 
2-0 inclic and cacli c.aiTving twelve men, with 100 days’ rations, and stoics, can IjB 
itill iLo’in one month f,-on, date of order. Do you wish these TyTenlv 

with and sent to Egypt for the purpose described in my tclegiam 7th . Hep y 
immediately, as nothing will be done until you answer, and time is important. 


Cairo, August 10, 1884, 2-30 p.m. 


No. 235. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 10, 5 P.M.) 

(No. 534.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOUPvi telegram No. 288. „ 

AAGll consult Kitchener, to Avhose judgment much must be left, that siUoUiai 
manTho dudh nuircertainly ho treated witt, much tact. Ho has again asM to go 

irMccca • this demand may be accialcd to, but this not for the next nionth oi so. _ 

* Kitchemn was awaiv In-foiv starting fhat there would be no objection to makin^ 
payment to him as well as to Kahabish should he report it necessary. 


No. 23G. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— {Received by telegraph. August 10.) 

(No. 793 Ext. 534.) 

^ I^HAVE the honour to acknowledge the reedpt of your Lordship s telegram 
No 288 of yesterdav, asking whether it is, in my opinion or in that ol Major 
Kitchener disirablc‘that any message of lanirtcsy or present from Her Majesty s 
Government should b(' sent to the Mudir of Dongola. 1 eonsulted, by telegraph, 

"\1 •liur Kitchener, to whose iudgment miudi must be left. 

’ '' Tliu singular cliaractcr ot lliat Mudir requires to he treated with considerahle 
tael . lie lias again ashed leave to go to Mecca, a demand which may possibly he 
acceded to lat('r, but certainly not for the next month or two. • i i,,,. 

Maior Kitchener knew, before going to Dongola, that money presents might be 
made to th(> :^rudir, as well as to the Kabbabish, should he_ report it necessary. He has 

o’iven him, if I am not mistaken, a gun and some ammunition, 
to ^ T llcLVC (fcc 

(Si-ned) ’ EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


No. 237. 

Consul Baker to Earl Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

Suakin, July 17, 1884. 

^ AAA'ITI reference to my despatch No. 23 of the 4th instant, in which I examined 

the evidence in support ol tlie theory that Uerher had ‘'f “XldStoir 
ronort to vour Lordship that I have this morning received liom Colonel Gheimsule, tiic 

evidence ivhieh («, far as it is reliable) points to 

the conclusion that the hmg-alh'ged fall ol Berber is m fact tiuc. 

Some of the evidence now for the hr.st time comniiinicated to me has Ken u the 

possession of the Governor for ('ight <>>'t;'i^ f 

htdd back, for I call on the Governor at haist once a-day, and ask him to tet mt know 
nil intelligence ivliiidi reaches him alVeeting the political .situation here, and ho has 
all iniciiu ^ however, uiidoubledly true that the Ljjovnor s 


invariably promised to 
[408] 
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mililnry nnd civil administrative duties leave him hut little time to investigate and 
consider the inlelligmuH' arriving from day io d:iy, and his Exeidleney may have con¬ 
sidered at tiie time lie r('ceiv('d llie separ;ile ilems of tiie intelligence noAV communi¬ 
cated that they vere not of sulTieic'nt reliahility to render them important. But if 
this he the case, I cannot refrain from expressing the oid.nion that it vas an <'rror of 
judgment on his part, for it deprived Ih'r ^Majesty's Goveinnient as -well as that of Ilis 
Highness of some of the materials in his possession for forming a reliahle opinion on 
the question of the fall of Berber. 

1. The first and latest item of the budget of news which I have just received 
from the Governor rests on the testimony of two men calling tlumrselves pilgrims 
(one a Takroori, the otlior a Galia), named respectively Hohamed Mohamed and 
Mohamed Adam Bclaty, hut the Governor susp.i'cts their iionu Jidcs, as pilgrims seldom 
travel on this road in pairs, hut almost invariably in a large group of men, women, 
and children. jVnother suspicious circumstance in their evidence is that they arc or 
pretend to he ignorant of the details of A\hat Avas passing at Berber Avhen they Avere, 
as they allege, there; hut they Ai-ould explain this aAvay by the stateuieut that they 
remained in a mosque the Avhole of the three days they Avere in Berber. There is also 
a third suspicious circumstance about their evidence, and that is that their conver¬ 
sation in the Galia language (overlu'ard by a cavass Avho understands it) did not 
altogether agree Avith their ('vidence in Arabic. But Avhatevcr their evidcaice may he 
worth, their statement amounts to this, that they left Khartoum on the 12th June, 
and arriA’od at Berber on the 27th, having seen hut fcAv Aralis ni'ar Khartoum, hut 
good numbers of them on the road; that Khartoum Avas safe, and proA'isions cheap 
there; that they stayed in Berber from the 27th to the d.Oth June; that tlu' toAvn Avas 
in possession of the rebels, Avith Avhoni tlnw had no convi'rsatlon; that there Avere not 
many corpses of soldiers, hat a larg(' nunda'r of dead Arabs outside the trencln's; that 
Hussein Pasha is not Avounded, but living in his hoU'-.e as usual, and in the enjoyment 
of all his property; that they (tlu' [)ilgrims) left r>erber on the 30th June or 1st July 
for Suakin, and suav very few Aral)s till the lotli July in tlie mountains near Suakin, 
where they Avere stoj)ped and questioned, but ultimately let go, Avhen they resumed 
their journey, and arriAxal at Suakin yesli'rday, the Kith instant. 

It seems open to mucdi doubt Avhether tlu'sc two men ar(' naally bond fide pilgrims, 
hut, if so, it is possible tliat tlu' meu Avho stopped them in the Suakin hills persuaded 
them to concoct the story of the fall of Berber, and it is perhaps to ])e regretted that 
they AA'cre not examined and cross.examiiu'd s('parately on all the details of their story, 
U'hich, if untrue, Avould doubtless have? turned out contradictory. But the staff of 
the lutelligenct' llepartment is so small and so burdened Avith other duties that it 
cannot doA'ote sufficient attention to e\eiy individual case. 

2. The second item of the budget of news is that Hohamed Kheir, the illahdi’s 
Emir of Berber, recently sent a letter, dated tiie 10th June, to iMahmoud Bey Ali, the 
leader of the “ friendli('s,” urging him to sc'ccde from the Suakin authorities, and 
throAV in his lot Avith the rebids. As regards this, I would only remark that there is 
nothing to show that iMoliamed Kheir sent this letter from Berber Athcr on the day 
of its date or on any other day; it may have been AAritten at some other and distant 
place. 

3. The third item of ucavs relates to Mohamed Eagah, AAdio Avent to Berber, or, at 
all events, the Kile Yalh'y, after spending some time at Cairo, and ultimately found 
his AA-ay to Osman’s camp, aa hence he sent nu'sseugers here on the 9tli July, and also a 
letter dated the 1th instant to iMahmoud Bey Ali, inA'iting him to de.sert the Suakin 
authorities and join Osman lligna. The Governor aaws inlmmed by Sheikhs, deh'gates, 
and spies from Osman’s camp that Bagah Avas asking Osman liigna to let him have 
artillery assistance, giving as the reason of his request the statcunent that General 
Gordon Avas in the habit of firing on tlie rebels in Berber from steamers, and that the 
garrison of Berbin- before its tall disabled the guns and dcstroyi'd all tho ritle.s and 
ammunition. Tln^ same informant reported that Osman gave his four guns Avith nine 
camel-loads of ammunition to Biagali. 

On the t)th instant the Governor heard that Bagah had started for Berber, and 
that before he left Osman had begged him to send to Suakin Arabs AAdio had been 
aecustoined to attack fortifications. [dVithout guns it AA'ould seem, if it be true that 
Osman gave his four to Bagah.] 

•1. 'fhe fourth item of ucavs is that on the 10th instant the GoA'crnor Avas informed 
by a paid agent that Gordon aaiis harassing the rebel villages near Khartoum, Avith 
seven guns on steamers. There seeiAis no reason to doubt the accuracy of this, as it 
agrees AAith other accounts. 
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5. The fifth item of news is that on the 11th instant the Governor aaus inforniecl 
by an Ashraf Sheikh that a messenger returning from Khartoum A'ia Kassala, Avith 
tAVO letters, AA^as killed near Tokar by the rebels and his Iavo letters seized. This is, I 
fear, true, and is hut anolhei- proof of the careful way in AAhich the roads arc AA'atchcd 
by the rebels, and all communication betAveen here and Khartoum stopped. 

G. The sixth item of news is that thcGoA’crnor has received reports of spies to the 
effect that Sheikh Moosa’s sons have applied to Osman Higna for assistance against 
tribesmen in the neighhonrhood of Kassala Avho Avill not aeknoAvledge their authority, 
but that the Beni Amers still retain the upper hand. As to this, I have lieard from a 
rich Notable here that the Beni Amers are getting impati(nii at the small amount of 
support they can rely on from Suakin, and are beginning io Avaver, I fear this may 
be true, and that unless the Beni Amers soon sec some signs of activity on the part of 
the Suakin authorities they Avill become neutral, or even hostile. 

7. Tho scA'cnth item of ucaa^s is that Osman I)igna t;ilks of attacking the Beni 
Amers and the Amarars, and that he never had so large a folloAving as at present, and 
talks also of an attack oii Suakin at the Beast of Ba'iram. IMiich of this seems to he 
mere talk, and the Governor docs not believe in the threatimed atlack. Still, it cannot, 
I fear, he doubted that tlu' ncAVS (true or false) of the fall of Berber has greatly 
increased Osman’s poAver, AAhich can uoaa" only he shaken by the use or display of 
force. Possibly the display of it might he sufficient, as all the local tribes are only 
Avaiters on Providence. 

8. Tlu; eighth item of ncAvs refers to a political Bcporl AA'hich the Governor 
addressed to the Soudan Bureau on the 3rd instant, in AAhich he seems to have 
discussed the probability (of Avhich I Avas not tlu'u aAA'are) of the secession of (he 
friendly league. The GoA'crnor noAV announc(>s that on tlu* 8th instant the league 
did in fact go over to Osman, having been attacked before they could couccntrati', and 
haAung lost Mats in the engagi'inent. They had prcA'iously hehaAX'd loyally to the 
Governor throughout, and had informed him (although 1 Avas not aAvare of the fact) of 
all the negotiations belAveen them and Osman Digna, Two of their leaders came into 
Suakin afterAvards, undm* the Governor’s safe-conduct, and reported Avhat had taken 
place. It therefore seems to me that Osman Digna cannot A’cly on much cordial assis¬ 
tance from these tribes. 

9. The ninth item is that the “ Dib-el-Bahr,” condensing ship, returned here from 
Agig on the IGth instant, haA'ing left at that place sufficient water to last to tlie end of 
the current month. Two hundred and lifty camcK and a mimbei' of sIua'CS havi' bc'eu 
carried olt from the mainland by the rebels. This latter fact confirms my previously 
formed opinion of the danger of leaving a large number of Avomen ami childri'u at 
Agig Avithout sufficient protection and ])rovisions of Avater and food. 

10. The tenth item of niuvs is that Darur, 80 }nilcs uj) tho coast, has been 
attacked by the rebels, a\ ho kilh'd some tribesmen and carried olf their cattle. 

These ten items of ncAvs an*, it Avill he. si'cn, of various degrees ol' inpiortance and 
of reliability; but I am bound to say that they modify in a considerable degree tho 
circumstances and facts dealt Avith in my despatch No. 23 of the dth instant, and 
consequently the opinion at Avhich 1 arrived on tliese facts. 

I liaA’c to-day telegraphed fully to Her IMajesty’s Agency in Cairo in the foregoing 
sense. 

In justice to the Governor, I ought to add that I do not for a moment consider 
that he intended to Avithhold important information; he appears to have grave doubts 
of the veracity of the Avitiiesses Avho are resjionsible for the statement that Berber has 
fallen, and he tells me that he did not Avish to trouble Her ^Majesty’s Government or 
His Highness’ Avith doubtful evidence before he could have an ample o})portunity of 
testing it. I thoroughly appreciate this motive, although its result is that one*has 
had to form an opinion on less than tho aaIioIo data. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. BAKEB. 

No. 238. 

Mr. Etjerlon to Earl Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

(No. 750.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 29, 1881. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose Iaa^o telegrams rccciAxd From Colonel Cliermsido 
from Suakin respecting tho losses of the enemy in an attack of more energy than 
usual made on the Egy])tian posts on the 2uth instant. 
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The raid of the enemy near Agig: 

A demonstration of the enemy supposed to he in consequence of the loss of one of 
their Chiefs killed in the late attack. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 238. 

Colonel Chermslde to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 28, 1884. 

PAID resident hostile camp. Reports Ameer Dcrarow said to be Captain of 
Osman’s guards and nine others killed, seven wounded in attack on Egyptian 
posts 25th. 

Governor Agig reports hamlet near there plundered, men killed, women and 
cattle carried oil' by enemy; some Agig fighting men landed and captured an 
important rebel leader, earried him olf in boat, subsequently killed him. 

Unimportant night tiring, enemy visible plain, 11 A.iir., some force camel scouts 
fired on by water forts. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 238. 

Colonel Chermside to General Sir E. Wood. 


Dongola and the Kabbabish, with very lillle if any other European support, but till 
Major Ritchencr can furnish from Dongola accurate information respecting the state 
of affairs at Dongola, and the relations of the tribes, opinion on the subject must be 
more or less hypothetical. 

I venture to call your Lordsliqi’s attention to the statement of Major Tx’otter 
respecting the danger to messengers leaving Khartoum, for there can be no reasonable 
doubt but that several of the men sent -with messages from hence have reached 
Gordon. That there may be great difficulty I admit, but still this does not quite 
satisfactorily explain why no message of any kind from Gordon to any European has 
been received for so long. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 210. 

His Highness the Khedive to Mr. Egerton. 

(Teldgraphique.) Ras-el-Tin, le 30 Juillet, 1884. 

LE Moudir do Dongola m’lnformc qu’il court un bruit a Dongola quo le General 
Gordon a pris Berber, el qu’il vient de telegraphier au Sous-Gouvcrncur qui cst 
Merve pour s’assurer la realite do cettc nouvcllc. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 210. 


(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 29, 1884. 

ENEMY marched from Ilandoub and Tamai yesterday, did not apixroach nearer 
than long artillery range, largest body seen, GOO eamcl squads seen, GO up to 200 
believe to be demonstration owing death of Ameer Dcrarow, enemy opened after 
midnight on right and left, did not come within 800 yards. 


No. 239. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 752.) 

My Lord, Cairo, .Tuly 30, 1881. 

WITII reference to my telegrams Nos. 505 and 507 of yesterday’s and to-day’s 
date, the IMoudir of Dongola has sent the following two telegrams to Nubar Pasha, of 
which I only received the exact text to-day. 

The first, dated the 29th July, runs thus :— 

“Si voire Excellence a dcs doutes sur la letlrc do Gordon Pacha, veuillez 
m’autoriscr a venir vous la remettre on persoune. La distance est do vingt jours.” 

The second, dated the 30th July;— 

“ Jo erois quo la plus urgente des ehosesest quej’aillc A’oir Son Altessc le Khedive. 
Jc pric votre Excellence m’y autoriser si ellc le juge a propos.” 

Your Lordship will sec that the Moudir is (widently working for his owir hand, 
and trying to bring pressure on his employers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 210. 


J/r. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 753.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 30, 1884. 

1 ILWE the honour to t rauMuit to your Lordshi]) copies of throe telegrams, the 
fust of which I sent to your LonKhij) in my telegram No. 50G of to-day. 

With reference to Colonel Trotti'v’s suggestion fora detachment to go to Ilanneek 
above the cataracts, from Avhence therc> is smooth Avater to beyond Debbah, it may 
certainly be possilde that, could a stc'amer or two be placc'd and maintaim'd on this 
reach, and Avere there a depot at Ilanneek, Gordon might bo relieved by means of 


Colonel Trotter to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Wady Haifa, July 29, 1884. 

IE you contemplate s{'nding troops above cataract, might I suggest advisability 
of annexing Moudir’s launches, Avhich might be fitted out and Avorked above Ilanneek 
in connection Avith troops. Want of Avater Avill prevent any stranger passing cataract 
before end of August. It after occurs to me a sAvagger embassy, a battalion from 
here Avould secure loyalty of our friend, and deter advance from south, and get news. 
Reserves here, supi)orts at Ilanneek or beyond. If be means business, he Avill continue 
his tour south from present advanced position, but I do not think he docs. The same 
news as before is reported from Khartoum of Gordon’s sorties in steamer; this time 
on the White Nile, AAdiere he has st'izcd several thousand sheep and large stores bread. 
A man Avho knoAvs the place and people suggests that messengers take their letters 
straight to him become marked men, and therefore fail to retium. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 240. 

General Grenfell to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Tclegi’apbic.) Assouan, July 29, 1884. 

BISIIAREEN Sheikh came in last night to report death of Osman Digna. 
I report this, but have no reason to believe it. 


No. 241. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 754.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 31, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose heroAvith copies of cross-examinations by 
Lieutenant Edo and General Grenfell at Assouan, and by the War Office of Cairo, of 
the merchant who brought the news from Kordofau, reported in my despatch No. 727 
of the 21st instant, conlinnatory of the news giA'cn to tlu' Waked of Dongola by his 
previous companion, a Lu'utenant of Hicks’ army, mentioned in luy despatch No. G56 
of the 2Gth June, respecling a re[)ulso Avhich General Gordon inllieled some time ago 
on the jMaiidi’s forces near Khartoum. 

There is in this cross-examination (ff‘ an evidently honestly meaning man am 
(4G8] O 
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iutei’csting statement respeeting General Hicks’ (lefeai, and two Europeans, said to be 
an artist and an officer, surviving as prisoners Avitli the Mahdi. 

Many statements respecting matters A\liich have not come under his own personal 
observation are obviously errors of hearsay, but the whole has interest. 

With reference to'paragraph No. 0 and the Mahdi’s exactions of women and 
money, I learn from the Catholic Viear-General of the Soudan, that from the number 
of his wiA'cs, the Mahdi in his OAvn country, instead of being termed the divine 
messenger, has now acquired for himself the nickname of “ the husband.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEETON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 241. 

Lieutenant Ede to Mr. Egerton. 

gii'j Nile Steamer " Mahmondieh,” jUsouan, July 24, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, the result of an interview 
that General Grenfell and myself have had Avith a merchant called Abdel Rahman-el- 
Zebia, who states that he has come from Kordofan. 

2. This man had been interrogated by Colonel Duncan three days previously, and 
I, having heard that he would not speak if he obseiwed any one Avriting doAvn his 
statements, I had him on board this steamer, and Sub-Lieutenant Munro, H.N., 
placed himself under the cabin skylight in such a manner that he could take down all 
that was said Avitliout being seen. 

3. I informed General Grenfell of Avhat I was going to do on his arrival at 
Assouan yesterday forenoon, and he expressing a a\ ish to be present, I accordingly 
invited him to attend. 

4. This in('rehant states that he left Kordofan about sixty days ago and Dongola 
twenty days. 

5. The Mahdi treated the merchants and people Avho were not Soudanese A'cry 
badly, making them give up their harems, taking for himself all the best looking and 
youngest girls, forfeiting their merchandize or docks, &c., and extorting money from 
them in every possible Avay. 

0. While Avith tlie ilaluli at IVirket Eohad ho saAV an artist Avho had been 
captured from Hicks’ army, also anotlu'v EnghMi (? European) offictT, botii of Avhom 
were prisoners. They Avere treated kindly, hut all their uniform had been taken aAvay 
from them, and old drab goAvns given them instead. 

7. He spoke frequently Avith the artist, A\hom he describes as about 30 years of 
age, tall, stout, and dark. 

8. The officer is about 5 ft. 7 in., very stout, and fair. 

9. Some of Hicks’ army had dispersed through the hills in search of water 
previous to the battle, and about 100 of them Avatched the light, and about tAvo days 
after it Avas over they came in to the IMahdi. 

10. The remainder had collected some of the Mokoko tribe and Nubians, and Avcrc 
now opposing the iMahdi. 

11. Letters pass betAveen Gordon and the Maluli every Iavo or three days; he saw 
one in Avhich Gordon told the Mahdi that bis (llalidi’s) General, Abou Girgeh, Ains 
dead, and all his folloAvers Avere killed, and that if he had any more of that sort to 
send them to him, and he AAxmld do the same for them. 

12. Gordon also told the iMalidi to come himself and take his rcA'cnge, and not be a 
coAA'ard and send otluT people to do his Avork. 

13. The action of Gordon and Abou* (iirgeh took place at Kalakla on the White 
Nile under the folloAving conditions :— 

14. Abou Girgeh had been sending his men across the river for some five or six 
days previously. Gordon hearing of it took part of his troops in his armed steamers 
up thcAThite Nile, and .sent the remainder by land. lie made his attack at 3 a.m. and 
completely defeated Abou Girgeh, Avho A\as killed, and, as far as the merchant could 
Lear, all his folloAvers as Avell. 

15. Gordon tlu'u Avent doAvn the Nile to !Matameh, near 8hendy, but had to return, 
as there was not enough A\alcr to ])roe('cd further. 

10. The merchant reports that there Avas no fighting at Berber at all, not CAmn a 


• Evidently identic with Forgah, mentioned by liedawe (see ni\ Iso. G5G).— E. II. E. 
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shot fired, but that as soon as the Mahdi’s demand for the surrender of the place 
arrived, the toAvn Avas handed over at once. 

17. The present Governor of Berlx'r is the son of the Gov'ornor prcA'ious to the 
surrender, Hussein Pasha Khalifa by name. 

18. IlaA’ing been robbed by the ISTaluli of 20,000 dollars and forty-eight slaves, he 
determined to make his escape, Aidiich he en'ecti'd in the folloAA’ing manner. He had 
three AviA'es, so he took one into the hills and left her Avith some of the Kabbahish tribe, 
telling her that she must feign to be very ill; ho then returned to Kordofan, and 
stayed Avith bis other two aauvcs eleven days, giAung out that he was obliged to leave 
his first wife behind, as she was too ill to travel, ife then started, and on being asked 
where he Avas going, he said that his Avife was Avell again, and that he Avas going to 
fetch her. 

19. When he reached her, he and an officer of Hicks’ army, named Lieutenant 
Badowi Elfcndi Khalifa, made a bargain of 37 dollars Avith the Kabbahish to take them 
to the river, which they did. 

20. They struck the river at Abdoum; he then reached Dongola, travelling on 
camels by the river bank. 

21. The officer remained at Dongola, because he said he Avas too tired, and also 
that if he Avent to Cairo they Avould Avaut to knoAv Avhy he had not joined the army, 
and gone back with it to fight the Mahdi. 

22. The Mudir of Dongola and all the people were loyal, and all for the 
Khedive. 

23. The Mudir had gone to a place called i\[eraAveh, and Avhile ho was away the 
sub-GoA'crnor, IMustajdui Bey, had fought the Mahdi’s people at Debhah, and killed 
3,040, and many wounded. 

24. The Mudir, on hearing of this, ordered the Sub-Governor to send round to all 
the Sheikhs to send him SOO men each to go and fight the IMaluli. This Avas done, 
some sending more, some h'ss. 

25. He states that he met Avast numbers of these men on the 5th day of Eamadan 
going up the rKer taking supplies with them as ho Avas coming doAvn, and they all 
said to tight the IMahdi Avith the IMudir of Dongola. 

26. He readied "Wady Haifa, and came here by boat. 

27. He states tliat be Avishes to go to his village, aaIucIi is about 17 miles north of 
Kous. 

28. 'rids man proceeds to Cairo, escorted by an officer, by this mail. 

29. With regard to the guns caidured by the IMahdi,' he states that they haA’o 
built a shed and put them all into it, as they liaA'c no ammunition for them, liaving 
wasted it all in firing .saintc.s. See. 

30. I am of opinion that this man states AAdiat he really believes to be the truth 
in the foregoing story. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ,T. GOBDON EDE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 241. 

Information given by Abdel Ruhnal Sahee. 

WENT to the Soudan tAA^onty-one vears ago, traded between Darfour and 
Obeid. 

ll//i Sbawal, 1298.—^lohamed Ahmed came to Kordoffin, attacked Obeid. 
Obeid surrendered from lamine. Maluli took all the inhabitants’goods and scut the 
merchants and officers to serve dilVerent Arab Sheikhs. 

Month of Hegga, 1300.—Hicks Pasha defeated. IMahdi remained in Obeid till 
llabia ilkar 301; tlu'ii ordered all merchants to go to Eahad tAVo days south of 
Aboubad. 

Hicks Avas h'd astray by guides. He left Aboiiba for Birkd; there is Avater in 
latter place, but guides misled Iiini. 

They were caught in an ambush; they fought from Eriday evening till IMonday 
morning; they fought in a square; nearly all killed or died of thirst100 of them 
taken prisoners by Mahdi, including tivo Euroiieans; one, an artist, speaks a little 
Arabic, the other, an offiei'r, does not spi'ak Arabic ; these 400 and tAVo officers are in 
Eahad. They two have had servants given them, and are supplied Avith horses or 
donkeys Avlum they Avish. Artist is uoav called IMustapha, the officer Abdel Eader. 
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Some of Hicks’ army escaped to tlic hills. The Hekk of Gchel Hair was ordered by 
Mahdi to bring in those of Hicks’ array who were in his territory. He replied, 
“Some of Hicks’ army at Tagala; if the Mekk gives them up I give mine up.’* 
Mahdi asked Mekk of Tagala to do this. He refused. Mahdi imprisoned him in 
Haliad, from where he sent one of his sons and twenty-two men to bring to Mohamed 
Ahmed the required refugees; this party found Wad Nasir had seized Tagala. 
Wad Nasir had killed them all except two, whom he sent hack to Eahad. 

Upon this Mekk of Hair refused to give up refugees. Mahdi sent three expeditions 
against Mekk of Hair to oblige him to obey. Pirst expedition, 0,000 men, of whom 
4,500 were killed. Secondly, 10,000 men, including 3,000 black soldiers, of Avhom 
1,800 were killed. Thirdly, 2,000 soldiers, who were nearly all killed. This last 
fight took place on the 22nd Hagab, 1301. The merchant left Rahad the 26th Ragab, 
1301. 

Gum ad Awaal 1301.—Ahugirga left Oheid for Khartoum. 

15//i or 20l/j Ragah, 1301.—A letter came to Mahdi from Gordon Pasha as 
follows:— 

“To the Dervish Mohamed Ahmed. Ahugirga whom you sent to surround 
Khartoum is killed and all his people. Send another in his place to help your 
religion.” 

The merchant saw this letter. 

The merchant bribed Kahahish Arabs with 81 dollars to assist him to escape. Ho 
also paid them 22 dollars to take Lieutenant Redawi Khalcefa, of Hicks’ army, at same 
time. They left Rahad 26th Ragad, 1301. He picked up at Rohad one of his two 
wives. They travelled to Ahudom on the river; they walked, she rode a camel. The 
Arabs left them at Ahudom. They all three wallced to New Dougola, where they 
arrived 20th Sliahan, 1301. 

The Lieutenant, being tired, preferred to remain at Dongola, and joined the 
battalion of Major Schil Llfcndi. The merchant left Dongola for Garada (half-an-hour 
north of Dongola) on the 21-th Shahan. He left Garada 8th Ramadan, and returned 
to Khandak, where he had left his jxapers by mistake. He arrived at Khaudak on 3rd 
Ramadan, and left again on the 4th to come northwards. He then heard that the 
Wckil of Dongola had defeated and killed the rebel Hadecd and 3,012 of his men at 
Dehhah. On reaching Garada again the merchant found that Mustapha Bey, Mudir 
of Dongola, had published a Circular ordc'ring every Sheikh to bring one man per 
Sakia in his district. Those people joined the soldiers at Dchha, wlu'rc the Mudir was. 

The merchant reached Assouan about 27th Ramadan, and left Assouan the 1st 
Showah ; arrived in Cairo 29th July, 1881-. Tie has many receipts and documents 
with him in the house of Ibrahim Elfcndi, a Lieutenant who came with him from 
Assouan. 

lie is known as a merchant by IMr. Llahaah Khouri, partner of Kiukallah Giad; 
also by Mr. Ibrahim Dabhana, also by Kiagkallah Shamhoulzah. The merchant left 
his second wife and a small child at Sheikhizeh, a little south of Konch. 


Defeat of Hicks. 

Hicks’ guns were taken, hut no ammunition; they were brought from Shcekan 
(seven hours south-east of Oheid) to Oheid, and placed in a zereidi, Avherc they 
noAV arc. 

Hicks Pasha is said to have fought himself for two hours after the defeat of his 
troops. 

There Avere originally tAvo Christian priests at Dalag (one day and a-half south- 
Avest of Ragad); also tAvo in Oheid and three sLters in Oheid. The head of the priests 
Avas knoAvn by some such name as IPecAvcc. 

Alter the defeat of Hicks ho alloAved the above seven people, also the' Syrians and 
Greeks and other settlers, a certain salary for income. 

The SjU'ians and Greeks p]'etended to become IRosleins; the Copts actually 
became Moslems. 

ISlatin Bey. —Slatin Bey, IMudir of Darfour, surrendered in Darah after Hicks’ 
defeat. 

Asaid Unj (Itiwa .^—'fliis man, ]Mudir of Pashar, fought well, hut surrendi'red on 
hearing of IMahdi’s victories. 

The Mahdi hasAvith him aljoul 30,000 nuai, hut only some 3,500 arms ; he lias also 
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a battalion of 600 men at Kah Kabiyoh, one battalion, 700 men, at Darah, two batta¬ 
lions, amounting to 1,100 men, Pashar. The merchant is quite certain of all this. 

Berher .—Hussein Pasha Khalifa Avished to fight, hut his officers would not. He 
therefore surrendered on 21st Ragah, 1301 (17th May). After the surrender of 
Berher, an Englishman, Avho Avas cither a Consul of some Government or else 
Gordon’s Waked, Avas sent to Khartoum to inform Gordon of the surrender. Berber 
Avas summoned to surrender by a man named Dekir, who had been instructor to the 
Mahdi. This man left Berher after the defeat of Hicks and Avent to the Mahdi, 
who changed his name to Mohamed Kahir, and sent him to Berber to summon it to 
surrender. 

Mohamed Kahir is now Ameer of Berher under the Mahdi, and had under his 
own command Hadji Dahha, Avho recently was killed. Hussein Pasha Khalifa and 
Aly Pasha ITousscf arc prisoners at Berher; the former is said to be more carefully 
guarded. When Berber surrendered it was said that he had G,000k in the Treasury; 
this was taken by Mohamed Kahir. 

During the siege of Berher, Aly Pasha Youssef and the Consul referred to above 
were 4 or 5 days north of Berher, coming towards Cairo. Wad Ahu Higal took them 
prisoners. This man is head of a village called Rubatat. lie began to bring them 
(after robbing them) to Cairo, hut Mohamed Kahir ordered him to bring them back 
to Berber. This Avas done. Aly Pasha Avas retained a prisoner in Berher while the 
Consul AAWS sent to Khai’toura. 

Before the surrender of Berber, Gordon came down the river as far as Shendy, 
but Avas obliged to return because there aaws not enough Avater in the river, 

Uayukal Tribe .—This poAvcrful tribe is noAV at feud AA’ith the Mahdi. 

The Mahdi is still at Rahad. He does not fight himself, but appoints Lieutenants 
to carry on the Avar. 

Osman Dignu. —jMerehant has no information about him. 

Gordon is ahvays ready for action, and Avill ncA'cr surrender while he has 
provisions; he is much liked, and has a great influence Avith the inhabitants. Has 
much secret correspondence Avith Arabs. If he had been given a command of an 
army the Soudan AA ould have been (piietcd. Tavo Chiefs of llaAAvar tribo have been 
imprisoned by Alahdi for communicating Avith Gordon. 

Gehel Dair .—Still holds out against Mahdi, Avho Avislu's to conquer it. 

Before defeat of Abiigirga, Gordon Avrotc to the Mahdi and sent him a belt, 
tarboosh, kouftan, &c., and Avrotc: “I salute you; lot us have the road open betAveen 
us, give u]) your prisoners ; I make you Sultan of the Avest Darfour. I remit half the 
taxes of the Soudan. I alloAv tht' Slave ’fradc to bo carried ou,Avhy should you fight; 
if you Avish to light 1 am ready; AA'ait ten months, I will then cither declare AA'ar 
against you, or leave the Soudan to you Avith fixed boundaries.” 

The jMahdi seiit hack Gordon’s clothes, and Ibi-Avardcd to him a suit of his own 
uniform, and said they must fight. Gordon AAi’otc back an angry ansAAmr. 

AbiAgirga, Avith 6,000 men and many folloAvers, crossed to the cast hank of tho 
■’Lhitc Nile into Gugerieh, about three hours south of Khartoum. 

Gordon attacked them Avith steamers at 3 a.m. At the same time, sending round 
to attack them on their eastern flank. Gordon lost forty men; Ahugirga, nearly all 
his men AATre killed. Gordon informed Mahdi of this, and other letters also passed 
between them. 

Gordon is very comfortable in Khartoum; he has 15,000 troops. He is in no 
danger as long as provisions last. He has said to have plenty of corn and biscuit. 


No. 242. 

Mr, Efjerton to Earl Granville.—(Received Auqust 11.) 

(No. 755.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 1, 1884. 

WITTl ref erence to your Lordship’s despatch No. 317 of the 20th June, I liavo 
tho honour to inclose hercAvith a retui-n for the month of July, Av4iich I have received 
from Sir EAmlyn Wood, shoAving the en’oelive strength and distribution of the Egyptian 
army. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 
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Description. 


Staff— 

Head-quarters 
Elsewhere 
Infantry— 

1^ battalions and detachment of Turks 

2 battalions .. . o .. 

1 battalion .. s. 

1 battalion 

3 battalions .. .. .. 

i battalion 

Cavalry— 

Head-quarters and 2 squadrons* .. 

1 squadron .. .. .. 

1 squadron .. ■ ■ •. 

Depot .. .. .. 

Artillery— 

2 batteries .. .. .. 

Detachment .. .. 

1 battery .. .. .. 

Other troops— 

Camel company detachment .. 
Detachment .. 

Head-quarters.. 

Army Medical Department— 

Detachment .. .. . • 

Detachment .. 

Detachment .. 

Detachment .. 


Officers. 


Rank and File—Natives. 


Horses. 


210 


134 
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46 
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173 


•• 



2 

33 
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6 



37 

6 

09 

6,247 

842 
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Where Stationed. 


Cairo. 


Abbassiyeh. 

Suakin. 

Korosko. 

Wady Haifa. 
Assouan. 

Alexandria. 

Assouan. 

Wady Haifa. 

Suakin. 

Abbassiyeh. 

Assouan. 

Suakin. 

Abbassiyeh. 

Assouan. 

Suakin. 

Abbassiyeh. 

Abbassiyeh. 
Assouan and South. 
Alexandria. 

Suakin. 




, 1 J . IT 1 <■ 4 com,nti and 5 officers and 101 non-commissioned officers and men have proceeded to 

Since compiling the above information, 4 officers and 92 non-commissioned officers and men have proceeded to Korosko from As 
' “ ’ Wady Haifa from Assouan. 

FRED. SLADE, Lieutenant-Colonel^ A.A.G. 

Cairo, August 1, \8S4. (Signea; 
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No. 243. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

(No. 757.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 2, 1884. 

THERE have been some niglit attacks of late at Suakin, in -wbicli tlic Egyptian 
troops seem to bavc behaved steadily and repulsed the assailants with loss. 

From the inclosed telegram I fear there arc several cases of small-pox in the 
town. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 243. 

Colonel Chermside to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 2, 1884. 

SMALL-POX gaming head. Have established hospital in suburb; unearthed 
seven cases. Patients removed hospital; have done considerable vaccination. 14case 
send some good lymph. Unimportant firing last two nights. One civilian wounded. 
Patrol captured camel. 


No. 244. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

(No. 758.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 2, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a telegram received from Major 
Kitchener from Dongola. 

I caused a telegram to be sent yesterday to the !^^udir of Dongola, as inquiries had 
been made on the sul)ject by the Admiral, as to Avhether a force of men could be sent 
from Dongola to haul steamers up the Second and Third Cataracts. He answered this 
morning affirmatively, saying, however, it was usual that half the force should bo 
furnished by the iMudirieii of Esneh and half by Dongola. 

I have further sent him a telegrajdiie mcssagi', io know within Avhat time he 
could place 3,000 men, and within Avhat time 2,000 men, at AVady Haifa for hauling 
steamers, 

I understand from a telegram from AVady Haifa that in twenty days the cataracts 
AAull be passable. 

As the favourable time is so short and so near Avithin Avhich these riAur obstacles 
arc passable, no time is to be lost in obtaining this information so as to provide for 
any possible contingency. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDA^HN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 244. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Dongola, August 2, 1884. 

ARRIA^ED last night; avcII received by Aludir. Aludir has given me, by order of 
Nubar Ikisha, a letter from Gordon, signed and scaled by Gordon. If you wish 
translation Avill send it. The Aludir impri'sses me faA'ourably. He is exactly like a 
D(‘rvish, and very religious. He assuius me most foreil)ly of his loyalty to Govern¬ 
ment and implores (? su})port). 

He says Avith 7,000 men he Avill open the Avhole Soudan and ( r ) deliv('r Gordon. 
The people are Avith the Aliulir. I'lu're appears to be litlle doubt that last batth' Avas 
a victory. On arrival I stopped outsidi' the town and sent Avord to Aludir, lie rcpli('d 
he Avas glad to see nug but that I must wear Arab dress, Avhieh 1 do. I informed 
A1 iidir that Floyer and S('ndamon Avished to come bon', and if he saw any objeeliou. 
He says unless they bring (100 r) soldiers he does not think it wise. He has no fear 
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or their safety, but hopes it may induce you to send men. I saw troops here, and 
people seem A'ery glad to see me. AA'ill send you Gordon’s letter by post. 


No. 245. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11.1 

(No. 759.) 

Aly Lord, Cairo, August 2, 1884. 

I IIAA^E the honour to inclose a translation of a letter from the Governor of 
Kassala of the 22nd June, stating that at that date he AA^as still besieged by the rebels, 
but had worsted them Avith the loss of a flag. 

I also inclose a statement by a Greek merchant, who has lately arrived from 
Kassala. 

This information, Avhich I luiA^e reason to think you may have already received, is 
unsupported as yet by the testimony of the GoA'crnor of Kassala, who "has not yet 
notified to the Cairo autlioritics that he has received any fresh message from General 
Gordon. 

I luiA^c, &c. 

(Signed) EDAVIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 245. 

The Moudirhjeh of Taka io the Mohafeza. 

(Telegraphic.) .June 22, 1884. 

THE Aloudiriych is slill besieged and surrounded by the rebels. On Friday the 
21st June, one rebel Chief, called Hissa El-Falatec, came to Katamia, a village in 
which arc living Alargama Arabs, and plundered some camels and other things 
belonging to some Arabs in Ihe neighbourhood of the said Aullage. That Avas at 
3 o’clock in Ibo day. AAlicn the tidings reaelicd Katamia thcsoldii'rs Avho are making 
garrison in Ibat place, Avitli Thukaria Arabs and otlicrs also, under the command of 
Saul Alohamed Osnia El-AIorgance and Sheikh Ilngeil AAvad, head of the Haniran 
Arabs, pursued and scalti'red Ihem, and took back the things plundered, after killing 
many of the rebels. Sheikh Hugcil rushed upon the man Avho bad I'harge of the flag, 
killed him, and brought Ibc flag to mo. It is a piece ofAvhite cloth, on Avhich are 
Avritten the folIoAving Avords :—“There is only but one God ! ” Avithout any mention of 
the prophet’s name. A fcAv persons only Averi' killed from tlu' soldiers and Arabs Avho 
are obedient to the Government. Five other persons Avcrc AA^ounded, and one wounded 
Rashi-Razouk received also a Avound iii his hand. As supports are therefore An^ry 
urgently required, kindly inform the Government of the state of things, and send the 
telegram hcrcAvith to the KhedHe’s Cabinet by the first steamer, as it is A'ery im¬ 
portant. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 245. 

Statement of M. Fameliadis. 

AI. FAAIELIADIS, Greek inerchaijt, left Kassala six Avecks ago. Tavo days before 
he left he read a letter from General Gordon, addressed to the Aludir, inclosing some 
cheques signed by Gordon, to pass as ])apcr money. The contents of the letter Avere 
as folloAvs :—“ Do not leave the toAvn to tight the rebels, but defend yourself to the last. 
I am surrounded by tbe rebels, and I suppose you are also. Directly the Nile rises I 
intend to leave Khartoum and proceed up the river in boats and steamers to attack tho 
rebels.” 

The message Avas brought by a camel man, who said that Gordon had betweea 
8,000 and 10,000 soldiers Avith him. 

^ Kassala is proA'isioned until the middle of December, but the men have only pay 
until September. 

The paper money sent by Gordon A'aricd in value from 10 piastres tariff to 2,000 
piastres tariff. 

He escaped from Kassala into Aliyssiuia by bribing the Arabs by giving them 
1,000 dollars. 

[IG8] 2 Q 
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Tlioro \^ crc from 8,000 to 10,000 Arabs around Kassala, mostly Iladcndowa and 
Halanga Arabs. 

Tiiey attacked tbc to^\•n tu'o days before tbc mercliant left, but were repulsed with 
a loss of 300 killed. One Egyptian soldier was killed. 

lie advanced 02,000 piastres tariff to tbe Mudir for tbc pay of tbc troops. 

Stated before me, 

(Signed) EiiEn. Slade, Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Cairo, July 29, 1884. 


No. 24G. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 701.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 2, 1884. 

I HAVE tbe honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram from Major Stuart- 
Wortley, forwarded by Colonel Trotter from Wady Haifa. 

Part of Major Wortley’s force appears to bo opposite to Wady Haifa, another 
part at Beris, and some at Esneh. 

They visited Selimah, where a post of observation will be maintained, and another 
post on the great Avestern desert route Avill bo also occupied for the present by a 
detachment of this body of Bedouins, Avhoso conduct so far appears to have been quite 
satisfactory. 

I also inclose copy of a telegram from the Mudir of Esneh, respeeting Major 
Wortley’s proceedings. As the oases of the desert do not ]iroduce sufficient to feed 
the horses, camels, or men, there is some cost incurred for transport, so that it is 
advisable to keep as few as possible aclually stationed in tiie desert. 

Major Wortley proposes to goA\i<hhis men toAvards Dongola, and undoubtedly 
on the Avestern bank of the Nile, beyond AVady Haifa, the presence of this officer and 
liis men may help to discourage any attempts of rebels. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAVIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 210. 

Colonel Trotter to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Haifa, August 1, 1881. 

EOLLOAA’ING message received for you from AA'^ortley .■— 

‘‘Ammara, July 28. 

“Arrived lierc this morning all Avell, population licro quiet and ]nucb pleased to 
see friendly force; they all state that if Ave marched to Dongola it Avould eslablish 
contidence, as tlie population in some of tlic villages is AAavering. .Report hero that 
Gordon has been to Berber and routed the rebels, and made Itlobamed, a cousin of 
Hussein I’asba Khalifa, 31udir of lierber: reported that Khalifa is in pilson at 
Berber; not knoAvn if Gordon remaiired at Berber or rdurned to Khartoum. Mudir 
of Dojigola driven rebels out of Dongola; people hero have confidence in Mudir of 
Dongola. This neAvs is probably old to you. 

“ Received your telegram at 8climab. ATater at Kassala very bad, at Sheb it is 
scarce, and there is absolutely nothing to bo procured at either places, except a limited 
.amount of canu'l grazing at Slid). At Selimah Avatm- is jihaitiful but .sulphuric, and 
there is only inferior grazing for camels. 1 consider road J'rom Selimah to Beris 
impraclicabb' for any force marching from .south, but in order to e.stablish confidence 
in oasis of Khargch a small post should be kept at Sdimah. No caravans have passed 
up tlu' road this year; any pi'rsons going to Beris from south must pass Selimah. 
A small post of fifty nuai aaouUI be ample to Avatch the road; they Avould baA’C to be 
fed from the Kile. 

“ I’lease stop traLs])ort leaving Esneh for Beris until 1 arrive at Haifa, as T must 
si'ud some orders Avith it to the Sheikh in command. Am afraid that it Avould cause 
great discontent if dismounted men Avere left at Beris; strongly urge that they hr’ all 
brought to Esiu'b ; tlu-y Avill not re(|uire animals to ride, as T Avill arrange that they 
will walk and ride alternately by leaving at Beris. Extra expenses Avould have to be 
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incurred cv'cntually to bring them aAvay. I Avill send (these r) dromedaries doAAOi the 
river to meet them. I lost six camels on the road to Selimah. Hope to arrive at 
Haifa on the 2nd August, and shall proceed iminediately to Esneh to meet my men 
there. JaAvasis all very Avilling to go to Dongola, as some of their tribe there and at 
Berber. Appearance of a force at Dongola under English officers would haAW very 
good effect, and they would prove valuable scouts. Shall aAvait your orders at Haifa. 
This place to Selimah nearest point to the Nile for proA-isions.” 

Wortley’s message ends. 

I have sent train to meet him to Sarras, as he Avants to send party hero in 
advance. Surprised no mention of Kitchener. Expect soldiers Kitchener heai’d were 
stopping refugees arc a small permanent party Avitli agent some miles short of 
Ammara collecting taxes. Messenger Avho lately brought me letter from Franco 
absolutely denies truth of forcible couA'crsion of Christians at Dongola, and assorts all 
is well there. Native officer from Hicks (vide my 93 of 25th June) is still Avith 
Mudir, I am told. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 240. 

The Mudir of Esneh to the Egyptian Secretary of State for War, 

(Telegraphic.) July 30, 1884. 

I AM informed by the Lieutenant-Interpreter of IVIajor AA'ortley at Beris that 
Major Wortley and Colonel Colvilc Avent to iMcslcga Avitli 107 men and 210 fast 
camels. The officer commanding caA'alry is at Boris Avith 308 men; 250 of their 
number are mounted. Ho intends to come Avith his men, and believes that tAventy-live 
would be enough to form gaivison and give tidings from Beris. AA^c are taking daily 
forage Avithout price, as avo liaA'c no money. The said officer asks for 250/. in order to 
pay out Avhat avc have already taken, Avith expenses tor the travelling. He docs not 
Avant us to send to him barh'y from hero, but asks for 700 water-skins and 200 large 
bags, with 300 camels, if orders are issued to the 250 horsemen to leave. Besides 
that, he asks for three farriers. I beg to request that I shall be informed of the steps 
that arc to be taken concerning Avhat I have already advanced. 


No. 217. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 702.) 

lily Lord, Cairo, August 3, 1881. 

THE folloAving is the substance of telegrams received within the last two days by 
Nubar Pasha from the Mudir of Dongola. 

On.tlu' 1st he telegrai)hed tliat, iir accordance with orders previously given for the 
dc])arturc of Egyptians and foreigners, the soldiers, and civil em})loyes from Dongola, 
he had ghen orders for camels and boats to be prepared for the IGth instant; that he 
had named an Ababdeh Sheikh to take Gordon’s letter to tbe Khedive, Avho was to 
leave on tbe 2nd instant; and he alludes to an ansAvor Avhich he proposed to make to 
General Gordon’s message, that on account of his Avant of soldiers he had asked for 
reinforcements, but that, not having received any, and having been told to retire 
toAvards the north Avitb bis peo])le, he had not enough men—unless Berber Avero retaken 
or threatened by him (Geuerai Gordon)—to hold Dongola; that, as regards a demand 
for men to help in luuiilng steamers up the Cataracts, il Avas xisual for the hands 
re([uired to be furnished partly from Esneh and partly from Dongola, and that ho 
would supply his share of men. 

On the 2nd he telegraphs: That IMajor Kitchener had arrived; that ho had 
received him Avith gratitude and respect, and that IMajor Kitchener had given him the 
greatest satisfaction by saying that tbe Government was satisfied Avith him; that he 
had proposc'd to give Major Kitchener Gordon’s letter, but that that officer had only 
asked to verify the signature of General Gordon, AA’hich he bad done. 

That he begged that Nubar Pasha would authorize IMajor Kitchener to take 
Gordon’s hlter back Avith him, and also to visit the place Avhere the late actions Avith 
flic eiuMuy had taken place, and also the camps of the soldiers and volunteers, in order 
to confirm the noAvs and to give an exact report of Avhat has taken place in the province 
of late. 



That learning that Mr. Ploycr, Inspector of Government Telegraphs, and 
Mr. Scudamore, the “Times” correspondent, v'erc preparing to go to Dongola, he said 
that they had better come accompanied hy a eonplc of companies of soldiers, not, 
however, that they would run risk in the Mudirich itself, more than the rest of its 
insufficient garrison. 

The Mudir trusts that Nuhar Pasha will see no hidden designs in what he has 
said merely in the general interests of the Government. 

With reference to the late actions referred to, the inclosed are copies of a telegram 
from the Mudir on the subject, and of a private telegram of a resident in Dongola 
respecting the defeat of El-IIoda. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


Inclosm’e 1 in No. 247. 

Substance of Telegram from the Governor of Dongola. 

IN a long telegram from Mudir of Dongola to Chief of the Cabinet of His 
nighness the Khedive arc details of the battle mentioned in the above message, only 
he asks for following ranks :— 

Ibrahim Agha, Officer Commanding Bashi-Bazouks cavalry, 2nd Class; 

Suleiman Agha Ghohreel, 3rd Class; 

Erz Eddcma EtVendi, 4th Class; 

Ibrahim Etfcndi Solciman, 5th Class; 

for having distiim’uished themst'h'os in the said battle and other services. 

The Mudir also says tliat in looking among the papers wliich the rebel Sheikh 
after defeat has left behind him, he found many receipts from the persons who were 
in charge of the Eemington arms, wliich the rebel brought Avith him from Berber, 
lie found also with those papers a Petition from some Sheikhs and iuhal)itauts of 
Marowi and Amhaeoul, addressed to Mohamed Ahmed, in which they complain against 
the ]\[udir and his actions. 

A copy of that Petition is sent with the long message; the principal reasons of 
their complaints against the !]\[udir are; the !Mndir collects the taxes; he makes 
Proclamations against the !Mahdi, and ])roteifds that they are issued by Ibn-El-Senussi; 
when the telegraph wires Avere cut by them h(> [luuishcd them scA'crely, and last 
of all he is a rebel against the ^lahdi and carri<’s out the Avishes of the Egyptian 
Guvernnient. 

Inclosurc 2 in No. 247. 

Mr, Franco to Mr. Bell {at Alexandria). 

(Telegraphic.) Dongola, .Juhj 30, 1884. 

TIIE rebel Sheikh Ahmed El-IIoda, after his coming to El-Dohba, and the defeat 
of his party, Aveut to a certain place called El-JIammanee, in the line of Aml)acoul, 
Avherc there arc some old huildings and high mountains, and Avas intrenched there 
Avith his folloAvers. AYhcn the news of that reached the INludir he marched against 
him Avith tAvo battalions Bashi-Basouks, Iavo companies of soldiers, Iavo mountain guns, 
and 4,000 A'oluntct'rs Avith their arms, collected from among the inhabitants. A battle 
ensued botAveen them, in Avhich the victory Avas on the side of the Government soldiers ; 
300 rebels Averc killed, and many wounded. Sln'ikh El-lloda ran aAvay, but the Mudir 
folioAved him far beyond the frontiei-s of the JMudirieh, and till he entered the Province 
of Berber. Thanks to God, tlu* Mudirii'h is noAV in a very qiiiet state, and the ^Mudir 
came back again to t hi'capital. Yesterday the IMudir rccch cd a letter from Gordon 
Pasha at Khartoum, by an express Avho is still Avaiting here for the ansAver. 
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No. 248. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

(No. 703.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 3, 1884. 

GENERAL GRENEELL, from Assouan, telegraphs under date of the 31st July, 
that it has been reported that a meeting of Bishareen Sheikhs is to take place 
immediately at the tomb of Sheikh Shazali, four days cast of Edfou, to determine 
whether they should or not accept the overtures of the Mahdi. 

General Grenfell says lie is taking steps to find out whether or no this be true. 

It is a fact, however, that the Bishareen haA'c been buying large stores of 
provisions in Assouan. 

Erom Korosko, Major Rundlc telegraphs that he is not satisfied Avith Sheikh 
Saleh; this I can well understand, but in the absence of Major Kitchener’s opinion, 
and Avithout clear and distinct proof of misconduct on Saleh’s part, it would not be 
advisable to ask the Khedh'e to remove this son of Ilussein Khalifa from his position 
as chief of the Atmoor road, desirable though some change might be. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 249. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

(No. 7G4. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 3, 1884, 

TIIE following respecting the mission of M. Labosse to Abyssinia has been 
communicated to mo confidentially by Mr. Eclicc, British Vice-Consul of Zagazig and 
Isma'ilia:— 

“ The Ercnch Vice-Consul of Ismailia, M. Labosse, has been absent from his post 
for abofit throe months. 

“Wo had read in the papers that M. Labosse had been sent to MassoAA'ah to 
relieve the Erench Consul at that port, Avho Avas going on leave of absence to Erance. 
This Avas the fact, but M. Labosse, bi'sidos his despatch from his Consul-General 
ordering him to go to MassoAvah and rehi'vc the Consul there, received at the same 
time a second sealed despatch AA’hich he had to open immediately on his arrml at 
MassoAvah, and not before then. 

“ IM. Labosse, on opening the said scaled despatch, found himself intrusted with 
a mission from M. Barrere to proceed to AdoAva at the same time as Admiral IIcAvctt. 

“Erom Avliat I could learn fi'om a credible friend of mine, and a friend of 
M. Labosse at the same time, the latter’s mission (intrusted to him by M. Barrere) to 
go to the King of Abyssinia, Avas for the object of making all possible elforts to 
introduce the Erench infiueuee upon the King Avith groat promises on the part of the 
Ercnch Government. 

“ The mission, howcA'cr, has failed of success. The Vice-Consul has Avritteu to his 
friends saying that he Avas received, of course, by the King of Abyssinia, and that ho 
has obtained some pi'esents from the King; la; says : ‘ When I AA^as about to bo successful 
and I had to go the next morning to meet the King again, I found that everything 
AAUS changed again, and he could scarcely olitain the audience as before.’ 

“The Vice-Consul, kl. Labosse, has returned again to klassoAvah, and he will he 
hack at Ismailia as soon as the Consul of that place returns to his post. 

“In the ncAV arrangements of the Suez Canal AAdiich Avill he shortly forthcoming, 
it should bo settled that a good competent English naval officer should reside at 
Ismailia to arrange respecting the moA'cmonts of the steamers going up and doAvn in 
the canal. 

“Of the present chiefs of the service, who are drawing considerable salaries from 
the Company, none have ever been in naAul service anywhere, and if my information 
he true, very often English steamers sustain damages through the ignorance of the 
said Chiefs.’’ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 
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No. 250. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville,—{Received August 11.) 

(No. 766. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 3, 1884. 

ON receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 367 of the 25th ultimo, I com¬ 
municated to Nuhar Pasha the vicAvs of Her Majesty’s GoTcrnment respecting his 
proposals for the internal administration and police of Egypt. 

On my asking him how he proposed to reduce the charges for police from 
227,000^. to 180,000/., his Excellency told me he would only make such changes as 
should he almost insensible. 

He would he inclined, I fancy, to reduce the depdt and several outlying stations, 
and is studying the various questions connected with this branch of the service. 

I am, however, assured that the reductions will he very difficult to bring about 
without calling on the Egyptian army to fulfil many guard duties, &c., now performed 
by the police. 

I inclose a Memorandum on the subject by a competent person, which proves 
that the reduction will be even greater than Nuhar Pasha appears to have con¬ 
templated. 

In my conversations with Nuhar Pasha on the subject of the interior I have 
ventured to express my conviction that it would be folly in any resj)onsible statesman 
to encourage any belief in the possibility of going back to old Avays. A revolution no 
less real in its Avay than many famous revolutionary changes had, I believe, resulted 
from the English occupation. 

A certain germ of independence was being developed amongst the peasantry —a 
spirit Avhich Avas much deplored by those Avho found that tlu'y AAX-re no longer so 
amenable to authority, or caxu so AAolling to pay their laAALul de])ts as formerly. 

Most of the dislike of England of the leading classes—averse, like all Mahomme- 
dans, to change—is attributable to this disturbance produced, but it is the part of the 
enlightened—and his Avorst enemy cannot deny that Nuhar Pasha is enlightened—to 
accept facts, to adapt the hiAvs to the altered state of things, and to employ the best 
men available in the service, Avithout regard for the Turkish party or for the official 
class, AAdio in the nature of things must loathe the reforms. 

Nuhar Pasha said of course it Avas impossible to go back to the old despotic AA'ays, 
and that ho Avould bo the last man to di’caiu, as many still do here, of such folly, to 
please anybody. 

I should mention here that I have not exactly ascertained from his Excellency 
hoAV long the old Prefects and zaptiehs, abolished by Mr. Cliiford Lloyd, Avill continue 
to draw full pay, which adds a considerable sum to the acdual Police Budget; but I 
trust his Excellency Avill boldly pursue his principle, and dispense with giving full pay 
to any but those Avho can be usefully employed. 

I may mention here that people of experience, including Nuhar Pasha, consider 
that ’some change must be made in the nature of the summary punishments, as 
(instead of the Avhip) imprisonment is no punishment to the Arab; it will therefore 
be necessary more often to make olfences subject to hard labour penalties. 

The constant charges of the unchecked state of crime in tlie coiAuti’y brought by 
those hostile to the present state of thiivgs Nuhar Pasha promises to refute by Keturns 
Avhich he is now collecting and has promised to send mo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEllTON. 


luclosure in No. 250. 

Memorandum. 

WITH refcrciicc to a proposal to reduce the Budget of the Police to £ E, 180,000, 
Avhich is said to be approximately the cost of organization in 1882— 

1. I find that in 1882 the total of the nominal Police Budget was 0 E. 173,600. 
In that year, hoAvcver, and in previous years, public security aaus preserved in the 
provinces to a great extent by “ (hirdes de la ]\larechaussce ” (Bashi-Bazouks), and 
A\ho were disbanded in 1883, and their place taken by the existing couslaljulary (now 
called police). 
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These do not figure in the Police Budget, but in the Budget of the General Civil 
Administration; their total cost was somcAvhere about £ E. 21,000. 

2. The Service of the Abolition of Slavery had in 1882 a separate Budget credit of 
17,627/. 

This service is now performed by the police. 

Thus, the total expenditure on police service for the year 1882 may be put down, 
I think, at £ E. 212,227, not £ E. 180,000. 

3. It is to be remembered also that the Budget of the army for 1882 provided for 
19,452 men, Avith a total credit of £. E. 422,961. The army assisted, so far as I can 
ascertain, largely in preserving public order. 

The Budget of 1881 for the army Avas only for 13,493 men, Avith a credit of 
£ E. 368,000. 

M^ith economy and good management, I think it quite possible to reduce the total 
cost of the police force to £ E. 180,000, provided that a separate credit is given for the 
repression of slavery, it being to be rcmombcn’cd that the force nominally for the repres¬ 
sion of slavery only, always materially assisted in the general preservation of public security, 
and provided that on the cessation of the present disturbances the Egyptian army 
relieve the police in great measure of those formal guard duties in the cities and 
provincial chief toAvns Avhieh noAV take up so many of our men. This reduction cannot 
all be effected at once, or until the country is far quieter than at present. 


No. 261. 

Mr. Egerton to Eu7'l Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

(No. 766.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 3, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose hcrcAvith copy of a telegram received from 
General Grenfell from Assouan, Avhieh gives, from a merchant recently from Berber, 
nows Avhich tends to prove that the toAvn aa'us really taken by storm ; that General 
Gordon is a terror to his enemies; that the Mudir of Dougola r(’ally defeated El- 
Hoda; that Zebehr Pasha’s tribe is a tribe of rebels; and that Berber is really as 
described, a centre of disorder and rebellion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEllTON. 

P.S.—Prom my information the term “ Zebehr’s tribe ” is incorrect, but Z('behr hag 
great influence OAxr the people of the trihe in question, Avhich is near Sheiidy. 

E. H. E. 


Inclosure in No. 251. 

General Grenfell to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, August 2, 1884. 

ALI AHMET-EL-TABEAH, a merchant, arrived at DeraoAV, six hours from hero, 
four days ago, having been fourteen days coming from Berber. I sent out for him, 
and he states as folloAvs:—He arriAxd at Berher seven days after its fall, Avhich ho 
places at sixty-two days from to-day. On arrival he saw large number of dead 
defenders inside, the latter thrown into ruined houses Avith earth and straAv throAvn 
orov them for sanitary purposes. Commander of rebels at Berber is Mohammcd-El- 
Khaif, real name, Dukhair. Rebels rushed on toAvn at daAvn. Khalifa is kept 
prisoner aAvaiting instructions from IMahdi. While merchant at Berher, Ileddai 
defeated at Dcbbah, asked for reinforcements, Avhich Avere not sent. Heddai did not 
return to Berber, but remained Avith his men at Shagair. Cuzzi was scut Avith four 
men (?) with lidtcrs to Gordon. Merchant heard folloAviug of Gordon :—Gordon had 
taken a number of boats, laden with food for rebels, 20 miles north of Khartoum, 
llcbels luiA'c great fear of Gordon, Avho attacks them Avith armed boats and relurns 
to Khartoum. Eorfear of him a large' Avail has been built on tlu' Nile side of Berber. 
Berber is still \insettled, people not; \sic'] being mcrehaui himself had been a prisoner, 
but eventually ri'leascd and escaped. Rebels consist of Bishareen, Zebehr Pasha’s triljo, 
and A'arious other tribes. This merchant is knoAAoi to haAX h'ft Assouan at the time 
ho states with a cargo of sugar, and I can get him to 'niswev any questions you 
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desire. I send this at length as this is the fii-st man from Berber that has been seen 
in these parts. 


No. 252. 

Mt. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 11.) 

Cah’o, August 3, 1884. 

CAPTAIN SPEEDY informs me that the Dvo Abyssinian Envoys sent with a 
small elephant and other presents for England arc Lij Mircha and Lij Mashasha, 
thono-h not of high rank, have been ennohled and decorated by King John especially 
for the occasion. Both, liaving been educated at Bombay, speak English fairly. 

Their suite consists of a relative Avhom they are taking to England for education, 
an Amharic scribe, two servants, and two elephant keepers, making a total of eight 

persons. . , .i • 

Throe ordinary packing cases contain their presents, and two boxes their wearing 

iippsirGl* 1 -i I 

Captain Speedy says that there is no news from Kassala, excepting that a caravan 
of 1,500 camels, laden chiefly with gum, who arrived in Alassowah about the 8th July, 
were allowed to pass through the rebel lines on payment of the sum of 3,000 Maria 
Theresa dollars. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 253. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11.) 

(No. 768.) 

My Lord, Cairo, Augxist 4, 1884. 

^ I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a letter from Lord John Ilay, 
and an answer I have addressed to him, on the subject of the patrol of the river after 
the withdrawal of the Royal Navy from that temporary duty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 253. 

Admiral Lord J. Hay to Mr. Egerton. 

Sir^ “Helicon,^’ at Alexandria, Avgust 1, 1884. 

TIIE Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having had under their consideration 
the subject of the employment of officers and men of the Royal Navy in the Nile 
steamers, and not thinking it desirable that they should thus be employed for an 
indefinite period, desire me to communicate with you Avith the aIcav of arrangements 
being made for the gradual training of officers and men in the seiwiec' ol the Khedive 
for this important duty, so that they may be i)repared to continue it efficiently Avhen 
the British naA'al force is withdraAvn. 

I shall be glad to be favoured with your vioAVs on this subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN DAY, 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 253. 

Mr, Egerton to Admiral Lord J. Hay. 

My Lord, Cairo, August 4, 1884. 

YOUR Lordship asks me in your letter of the 1st for my vicAAs as to arrange¬ 
ments for the gradual training of Egyptian oflieers and men for employment in the 
Nile steamers after the abandonment by Her iMajc'sty’s Navy of this service. 

I have spoken to Nubar Basha, who told me that his first impression was, that 
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after the pressing emergency which has produced the demand for the patrolling of the 
river by our navy is passed, there will be no necessity for the patrolling vessels, and if 
there w^cre, they could be put under the police. 

But he quite admitted that it might be very advantageous to have Egyptian 
seamen trained to the service by an English officer, and ho promised to submit 
the matter to the other Ministers, and to give mo an ansAver later. 

My own views on the subject arc, that if the patrol bo necessary hereafter, 
the proposal is a good one. 

At present, the whole advantage of the naval patrol at this crisis is that it 
is English, and, consequently, completely trustAvorthy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


No. 254. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 11, 4-20 P.M.) 

(No. 535.) 

(Telegraphic.) _ _ Cairo, August 11, 1884. 

KITCHENER at Debbah. Population received him enthusiastically on his A\"ay. 
Mudir’s troops in fort at Debbah just returned from Merawc, very fcAV in number. 


No. 255. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 11. 


( 1 .) 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hurting ton. 


Cairo, August 11, 1884, ITO P.M. 

YOURS 7th and 9th. 

Can move to Wady Haifa 4 battalions 2,200 bayonets, 2 squadrons 200 sabres, 
1 battery horse or field artillery, 2 batteries mountain, mounted infantry. No Royal 
Engineers to spare. Can leave detachment Wady Haifa and move on remainder as 
far as Semneh, right bank. 

Small boats proposed not suitable. Can procure large amount water transport 
locally. 


( 2 .) 


The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 


War Office, August 11, 1884, G P.M. 

In A'icAV of probability of operation on Nile, it is undesirable to continue larger 
expenditure at Suakin than can be aA’-oided. After communication with Ercmantle, 
report Avhether Avork in progress could be stopped AA'ithout injury to apjAarontly 
improved relations Avith tribes. 


No. 256. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville. — (Received August 12, 5 P.M.) 

(No. 537.) ^ J > J 

(Telegraphic.)^ Cairo, August 12, 1884, 5-35 p.m. 

KITCHENER sent messenger yesterday to Saleh, six days olf from Dobboh, 
He fears that there is little doui)t Slu'ikhs have gone to ^lahdi under Saleh’s cousin, 
leaAuug only small number Avith Saleh, avIio is afraid of being attacked. 


2 S 


[468] 
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No. 257. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, August 12. 


The Marquis of Hartington io Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 


YOTJUS lltli. 


War Office, August 12,1884, 8-40 P.M. 


You ^TlfreTe'ive Tbursclny my clespatcli of 8tli containing instructions as to 
TYinvement of troops But in the possible contingency of necessity of advance to 
SSf or evrfbaZ^^ Admiralty reports lead me to doubt Ylictlier opemtion 
?ould bV conducted with local land or water transport within next winter and without 
ZrmoL expense. Experienced officers here contident ot practicability of boat plan, 
and I propose to adhere to it, and provide 400 at once. 

General Earle returns to-morrow to take command undei you of foiec at Wady 
Haifa. General Buller will go next week as his Chief of btatt. 

Eeport your proceedings fully. 


No. 258. 

The Earl of Bufferm io Earl Granrille.—{Rccehed Aiujusl 13.) 

<No, 255 Secret.) Tkerapia, Mij 29, 1881. 

Wim reference to your Lordsliip's dcspatcli No. 211 a "t tl.c 12tk July. 

rclatSg a couTcmtion in nliicli Musui'us Paslu-i 1 “ 

Sultan would be williim to lend some Turkisli regiments to the Ehedu t, i ha^c tnc 

honU- to tonvnrd to y?u copies o£ tno tclcgrems nluoh 'l”™ 
my hands from the Tuikisli Amhassadom at Paris and at ‘ 

^ Emm those documents, it is evident that the question of Tuikish tioops lor 

Egypt has been mooted at the capitals of Prance and 

olumsv terms in which the two Ambassadors have conveyed then mtclhocnce, couple 
S the inaeZey inherent in all translations from Turkish to any European 
lano-uafc has impressed their communication with a dubious meaning. The accoun 

i”frif’thdr ScTctte «hat n-as said to them -E-X‘:r 
a Turkish armv to E'wpt is probably a very loose rendering of the o“&iaal obs 
tion addressed thcm,^and has perhaps been framed with the view of flattering 
Sultan’s amour-propre. , , n 

(Signed) icPFEEIN. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 258. 

The Turkish Ambassador at Berlin to Assim Pasha. 

(Traduction.) 

1 • N • Le 9 Juillet, 1884. 

' ^JE ^meZus empressc dc fairc parvenir immediatement au C^nite Hat^feldt le 
^Icglmmc d'votro'^Exoollcnoe cn^datc cl'hicr ct d’en » 

I’opiiiion du susdit Ministre.rAngleterrc n aurait pas dmit ^ i'^Xnal 

Comiiissaire Einancicr de la Porte soit adjoint au Conscil do 

nui scrait instilue par le moven do la Conference pour 1 im cstigation dcs aflaiics 
flnanek'res de I'Rgyple. II i’a engagd on mfune 

PAllemao'iic avant de donner des instructions a ect egaid a A ■ • ^ 

n aioffi6”! uc Ic desir du Prince Bismarck cst de rcmp ir lcs promesses ‘'^ente et 
verhales qi’il a donnccs a la Porte. En outre, comme 1 Autriche aussi trcyaillera cn 
faveur dJ la Porte, die trouvera PAllemagnc pretc a lassister dans 9 u die 

orepLre id Lit do natuve a sauvcganler los ,koits do la.I orte ^aus la Conte^ 
La (lucstiou do no poiut chavger le Tresor Egyptieii de tois Ics trais do 1 a mce 
M mam,ue,)as,dlt-il, d-impovtam-c. LcComtellat/,fcldtcsp<'re hcaucoup quo leUmco 
do Bismirck approuvera Ic Mdmoire de la Porto coucemant la question dc 1 umflcatiun 


No. 257*. 

Earl Granville lo the Earl of Northbrook. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, August 12, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to indose a Conimi'isioii, nhich tlu' Queen has been 
graciously pleased to grant iindc'v tlu' Boyal Sign IManual and Signet, consti¬ 
tuting and appointing you to be Her iMajesty’s High Commissioner to report 
and advise Her Majesty’s Government as to 11110 ! counsel they should oiler 
to the Egyptian Government in tlie jinisent situation of affairs in Egypt, and 
as to th(' measures which sliould bi' taken in connection therewith. 

I further inclose a letter which, by IL'r ^Majesty’s command, T have 
addressed to His Highness the Khedive, acerediting you in the above 
capacity. 

A copy of this letter is inclosed, and you will be good enough to deliver 
the original to His Highness. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 257*. 

Commission to the Earl of Northbrook as Her Majesty’s High Commtssioiicr to 
inquire and, report upon the Affairs of Egypt, dated August 12. 18SJ. 

(Large 'Signet.) 

VICTOBIA B. et I. 

VICl’OlUA, by the Grace of God of the Lnitcd Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Qiu'on, Defender of the Eaiih, Empress of India, &e., &c., 
to Our right trusty and right wdl-belovcd Cousin and Coiinciilor, Thomas 
Gt'orge, Earl of Northbrook, Knight Grand Commander ol' Our Most E.valtcd 
Order of the Star of India, &c., &c. 

Whereas there are at present certain weighty affairs to be adjusted in 
Egyjit, esjiccially in connection with the [)resenf ('xigencics of Egyptian 
finance: 

Now know you thatMT', reposing especial confidence in the tried fidelity 
and prudence of you, the said lliomas Georgi', Carl of Northbrook, have 
named, constituted, and appointed, and do by tliese presents nanie, consti¬ 
tute, and appoint you to be Our High Commissioner to repair to Egypt and 
to collect such information touching the premises as you may dc'em fitting, 
and to report and advisi* Her Majesty’s Government touching the counsel 
which it may he fitting to ofh‘r io the Jigyptian Goveiinnent in the pre.scnt 
situation of alfairs in Egypt, and as to the measures which should be talcen 
[4G8J 2 S’* 
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in connection Avitli them; and Wo do licrohy giA'c and grant unto yon, the 
said Thomas George, Earl of Nort]d)i-ook, full authority to act in the 
premises as herein set forth; and lYo furtlier desire you to submit to Us in 
writing, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, such information 
as you may he able to collect respecting the premises, together Avith such 
suggestions and recommendations as you may deem fitting. 

In Avitness whereof We haAC signed these presents Avith Our Royal 
Hand. 

Given at Our Court at OshoriAo, the 12th day of August, in the year of 
our Lord 1881, and in the 18th year of Our reign. 

By Ilcr IMajcsty’s command. 

(Countersigned) GRANVILLE. 


luclosure 2 in No. 257*. 

Earl Granville to His Highness the Khedive of Egypt. 

Sir, Foreign Office, London, August 12, 1881. 

TEE sentiments of friendship Avhieh the Queen entertains Tor your 
Highness, and the especial interest Avhieh Her jHajesty feels in the avcII- 
heing of the country under your rule, and in the pros[)erity of the inhabitants 
thereof, have made her desirous to alford a fresh })rool' of her solicitude in 
that behalf. I haA'e therdore the honour to acquaint your Highness that 
Her Majesty has seleet('d the Earl of Northbrook to proceed to Egypt as her 
High Commissioner to eommuiiicate AAotli your Highness, to inquire into 
certain Aveighty affairs, especially in connoetiou Avith the presiait exigencies 
of Egyptian finance, Avbieh an* at present depending for adjustment therein, 
and to report to us thereupon. 

The Earl of Northbrook, Avhilst upon his mission to Egypt, Avill have 
the adA’antage of tin* advice and assistance of 8ir Evelyn llaring, Avhoso 
('xperienee and local knoAvledge, together Avith the conlldema' placed in him 
by your Highness and by the Egyptian authorities, Avill enable him to alTord 
A'aluablc assistance to the Earl of Northbrook. 

I am commanded by the Qiu'en my Sovereign to express th(' hope that 
your Highness Avill afford your countenance to her High Commissioner, and 
that his Lordship may receive every facility and assistance to enable him to 
execute the high duiies Avith Avhich he has bc'en intrusted. 

I aA'ail myself Avith pleasure of the opportunity to renew to your 
Highness the ('X|)ression of the respect and ('steem with Avbieh T have the 
honour to subsc)‘ibe myself. 

Sir, 

Your Highness’ most obc'dient, 

humble Servant, 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


de la Hettc Egyptienne, do la reduction du taux dcs interets, du mode do contracter 
Ic nouvcl emprunt, ainsi quo de la ddlimitation du termc d’occupation do I’armde 
Anglaisc, ct qu’il sera decide d’agir do concert. Lc Cabinet de Berlin attend avec 
impatience I’cxpddition sans retard de Tarmec Ottomanc cn Egypte. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 258. 

The Turkish Ambassador at Paris to Assim Pasha. 

(Traduction.) 

(Secret.) 

(Tdlegraphique.) Le 11 .Tuillet, 1884. 

LE telegramme de votre Excellence cn date du 8 courant a etc communiqud 
par moi a M. Jules Ferry. II a ete trds recounaissant des bonnes intentions 
de la Sublime Porto ct il a beaucoup apprecid la fermete do la conduito politique 
de celle-ci, ct memo il a donne dcs ordres d’expedicr immediatcincnt un teldgramme 
h, M. Waddington I’invitant a agir cn consequence. 

Pendant la conversation il m’a dit ceci: “ L’Anglctcrrc a voulu un moment traiter 
a la legih’G les Grandes Puissances ct surtout la Franco; mais ralfairc du Soudan 
a fait avorter ses efforts. L’Auglcterrc a besoin dc la force armec de la Porte 
uniquement parcc qu’clle cst impuissante dc rccouvrer riionncur dc son armee. 
C’cst pourquoi la Porte nc devrait pas perdre cette occasion ct cllo doit fairo son 
possible d’envoyer son armec aunc contree dont olio cst la Souveraine. L’ciiA'oi d’une 
force armec sous quclquc raison quo cc soit constitue un actc d’autoritc ct il 
cst incontestable que le fait quo rarmec Anglaisc no restcra pas sculc maitresse 
du terrain cst do nature ii causer un grand contentement aux Egyptions.” 

Ensuitc lc Ministre, portant la parole sur dcs deliberations prelirainaires de la 
Conference, adit quo chaque Etatetant libred’exprimer son avis dans la Conference, la 
Franco no manquera pas d’y fairo dcs proiAositions conformos h sa dignite ct 
aux interets dc la Porte. Enfin, lc Ministre m’a donne a cot egard dcs assurances 
'catdgoriqucs. 


No. 259. 

The Earl of Dufferin to Earl Granville.—{Received August 13.) 

(No. 2GG.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 8, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Sir Alfred Sandison yesterday communicated 
to Assim Pasha, Minister for Foreign Affairs, the substance of your Lordship’s tele¬ 
gram No. 30 of the Gth instant, in Avhich you desire me to announce the circumstances 
under Avhich Lord Northbrook is proceeding to Egypt. 

I have, &e. 

(For the Earl of Dufferin), 

(Signed) HUGH WYNDHAM. 


No. 260. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 13, 12'50 P.M.) 

(No. 539.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 13, 1884, 12’10 P.M. 

IT Avould be false economy to make any reduction for the present at Suakin. 
Moral effect on tribes of our activity there has made Chermside’s efforts to break 
up Osman Digna’s league promise good success. 

Stopping our Avork, all tribes Avould unite Avith him, and possible offensive action 
against Upper Egypt. 
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No. 261. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—-{Received hy telegraphy August 13.) 

<No. 800. Ext. 539.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 13, 1884. 

TIIOTJGn it is proTbable that Sualdii has no longer at present the same 
importanee as a likely starting-point of an expedition for the relief of Khartoum, 
I have a strong opinion, founded on all the reports u'hich have reached mo of late, that 
it would he very false economy to suspend at present, to any very sensible extent, the 
activity now shown hy the military authorities there. That activity has, I am 
convinced, mainly contributed to the success whieh appears to ho following Colonel 
Chermside’s efforts for the dispersion of the hostile league created hy Osman Digna, 
and the effect of a reduction of our Suakin forces at present would, I venture to submit, 
drive all the tribes to unite with Osman Digna, and most probably to join in offensive 
action against Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


No. 262. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 13. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 13, 1881-, 3'59 p.m. 

FOLLOWING movements ordered:— 

Sussex to Wady Ilalfa, Stafford to Assouan. 


No. 263. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the IFar Office, August 14. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 14, 1884, 6*5 p.m. 

YOUllS 12th. 

5,000 natives ordered to he Second Cataract in twenty days to pass boats. Two 
battalions Egyptians will be at Wady Ilalfa to supply numbers deficient. Mudir 
Dongola promises to liavc sufficient boats at Semleh in time to convey men and stores 
Dongola upon arrival of six steamers Semleh. These steamers, with cargo boats from 
here to supply deficiency from Dongola, should pass Second Cataract before September 
14th at latest. 

All, men and stores will go by railway Wady Ilalfa to Sarras; thence march 
Semleh, 10 miles. Stores, including coals for steamers, by 1,000 camels locally 
[? ready]. Mim and stores embark at Semleh. Trying to purchase 500 dromedaries 
for mounted infantry. Each will proceed by road in fourteen days after purchase 
completed, where men will join and eorps be organized. Nile will begin to fall Wady 
Haifa pi*obably middle September, al Dongola Aveck earlier; navigation then becomes 
less easily accomplished. 

Daily instructions requested as to these arrangements in connection Avith boats 
coming from England. 


No. 264. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 291.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 15, 1884, 1’30 p.m. 

ASlv Kitchener to eonsider and report whellu'r Mudir of Dongola could hold his 
own as Euler there, independent of Egypt, but AAith annual alloA\auco as long as lu* is 


friendly and keeps open trade, as proposed by Gordon for Zebchr. We arc anxious for 
some settlement of Eastern Soudan Avhich aaIII not entangle Egypt or England ni 
future liabilities when Gordon and lOiartoum garrison retire. 


No. 265. 


Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 384. Ext. 291.) ^ ... n do. 

gjj. Foreign Office, August lo, 1884. 

HEE Majesty’s Government arc anxious to arrange some settlement for the 
Eastern Soudan AAdiich Avill not entail liabilities to England or to Egypt in the future, 
when General Gordon has left Khartoum and withdrawn the garrison. 

I have this day instructed you by telegraph to ask Major^ Kitchener to report, 
after full consideration, Avhethcr the present Mudir could hold his OAvn at Dongola as 
an independent Euler, in the event of his receiving an anmial alloAvance so long as 
he remained friendly to Egypt and gaA'e facilities for trade, in the same manner as 
was proposed by General Gordon in the case of Zebchr Pasha. 

I am, &c. 


ro; _...lA 
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No. 266. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 379.) . nr ICO. 

Foreign Office, August 15, 1884. 

SO^LE of your recent telegrams, and particularly your telegram No. 533 of the 
9th instant, relating to the cAacuation of Harrar by the J!igyptian troops, E'^d 
Iklajestv’s Government to suppose that Nubar A’asha, and possibly also His Highness 
the Khediv(>, are disposed to think that the mission of Lord Northbrook to Egypt 
is intended by Her Majesty’s Government to afford an opportunity of ^reopening 
the question of the position of Egypt in I’ospcct to the boudau and the lied bea ports. 

Should this supposition have any foundation in fact, you should^ take an early 
opportunity of informing His Highness and Nubar Pasha that Her Majesty s GoAcrn- 
ment have no such intention. The events of the past year haA'c only contirmed 
their previous opinion that the extension of Egyptian ruh' o\ eiAheso distant countries 
has been injurious to the interests of the people ot Egypt. It is obAnous, indeed, that 
E"vpt has not, and cannot be expected to have, either pecuniary resources or military 
strengtli sufficient to justify the extension of her territory beyond the natural 
boundary of tlu' great desert to the south. ^ ^ 

Her Majesty’s Government arc therefore decided in their convietion that the 
adi'icc it aa”is their duty to give His Highness to ret in* Irom the boudau A\as Arise and 
necessary, and they har’c no intention of reopening the question. ^ -nr ■ + » 

AYith the imperfect information at presc'ut in their possession. Her Majesty s 
Government are unable to lay doAvn any plan in detail lor the settlement of the 

Eastern Soudan. , . , 

They do not, hoAveA’’er, Avish to exclude the consideration ot such questions as 
Avhether some native Chiefs might not be found Avho might be recognized as 
independent Eulers of the country,' such men receiving annual payments froni Egypt 
on condition of their being friendly and encouraging trade, as Avas proposed by General 
Gordon in respect to Zebchr. 

Her Majesty’s Government enti'rtaiu great confulcnco m the ability and gooh 
judgment of Lieutenant-Colonel Chermside and INlajor Kitchener, Avhose attention 
should be specially directed to these objects, so that no favourable opportunity ot 
making some such arrangements may bo neglected. 

I am, &c. 
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No. 267. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—{Received August 16.) 

Sir, irar Office, August 15, 1881*. 

I AM directed by tlic Secretary of State for War to acknoAvlcdgo the receipt of 
your letter of the 8tli instant, forwarding cojiy of a letter from Her Majesty’s Acting 
Agent and Consul-General at Cairo, transmitting an extract from the “Egyptian 
Gazette,” relative to tlic mutiny of Turkish troops in tlio Egyptian army; and, in reply, 
I am to acquaint you, for the information of the Secretary of State for Eorcign Affairs, 
that a note has been made of the admirable conduct of the Britisli officers in this affair 
(especially that of Major H. E. Grant, Ith Hussars). 

I have to add that the General Officer Commanding the force in Egypt has been 
requested by the Eicld Marshal Commanding-in'chief to convey to Major Grant the 
expression of His Royal Highness’ unqualified approval of his conduct on the occasion 
in question. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


No. 268. 

Sir R. Thompson to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received August 16.) 

Sir, War Office, August 16, 1881. 

I AM directed by tlic Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of Earl Granville, the inclosed copy of a despatch which has been sent 
from this I)cpartmcnt to the General Officer Commanding Her Majesty’s troops in 

Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 208, 

The M((r(piis of Harlington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stejjhenson. 
(Confidential.) 

Sir, War Office, August 15, 1881. 

WITH reference to my recent correspondence with you by letters and telegrams 
upon matters connected with the defence of the southern frontier of Egypt, and upon 
the military oiiciutions heyond that frontier for the purpose of relieving General 
Gordon in Khartoum, should such an operation hecome necessary, I think it adi isablo 
to place you further in possession of my views on these subjects, and of the measures 
which I think should noiv be adopted with a view to carry out that undertaking, 
.should it be unfortunately necessary. 

After a careful revision of the military and political position in Egypt, and tho 
comparison, ivliich recently obtained information enables me to make, between the 
respective difficulties which an advance towards Khartoum by the Suakin-Rcrber line, 
and Avhieh a movement by water up the Nile alley would present, I am led to prefer 
the latter line of operations for any troops that may have to be employed in the event 
of its being found necessary to send ludp to General Gordon. 

In my two despatches of the Sth instant i communicated to you this decision iu 
general terms. 

It is essential to remember that tho jdan adopted should provide for tho return 
to Egypt jiroper of all tlu' troops employed before the end of the approaching uinter 
season. 

The Nile Valley having heen .selected as the line of advance, and valer transport 
having been eonsideri'd the safest and most economical, if not, indeed, the only practi¬ 
cable transport, v hen all the circumstances atteudaut upon any such possible operation 
are fully Avcighed and considered, it is evident the first stop would be the conveyance 
by Avater to Dongola of a brigade of all arms. 

The preparations Avhiidi it is considered necessary to make now, t.i I'liahle such an 
operation to be imdertahen, are dealt with in the despatches above referred to. 
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Havino' tbis preliminary object in view, I informed you in my tolOf^ram of tho 
•rtb instant that tho proposal Avas to use small boats above the cataracts as in c 
E vm ^leditioi LS you what vou could do with the force and resources 

Sw h yoC towarfs onh.lmg such a h.igadc to ho f,f 

from Haifa to Dongola, informing you, at the same time, tlmt the additional battalion 
nf infnntrv vou had asked for had been placed under orders for Egypt. 

On thc^9th instant I informed you telegram that we couhl^ 
month from date of order, 500 rowing-boats, 30 ft. in length. O ft. 6 in. in beam, 
tawL 2Tin when loaded ivith erew^of 12 men and 100 days’rations tor them 
toSer M itli other stores, and asking yon if yon wished them to te " 

aiul sent to E^-ypt for the purpose described in my telegram ot the /th instant, 
and t ^ Ircccivcd your telegram of that same date, in which you tell 

mev™ cmi mtrto ^ battalions ot inf.antry (2,200 bayonets two 

souadrons of cavalrv (200 sabres), one battery of horse or field artillery, two batteiics 
of mountain guns, and your mounted infantry corps; that, leaving a J. 

Wadv Haifa, you could move on remainder as far as Semneh on right bank of ii , 
that the smaff boats proposed were not suitable, and you could procure a large amoun . 

Cmitain^Molyneux and Commander Ilammill, of the Royal Navy, 'vho liaAPO both 
e«nS"tLets ot the Kilo, have similarly reported as ‘ 

small iwin^-boats for transport purposes on that river. The lattei oliicei lias y 

submitted almost detailed scheme for the conveyanee to Dongola of a brigade of all 

arms bv means of native diabeahs, nuggars, and steamers. , at • i 

l/forwarding that scheme to the Admiralty on the 4th August, Admiral L 

John Hay^umaiks^hered reading this Report that, no necessary preparations 
liavino- been mad(^ time does not admit of such an expedition being carriei ou iis 
se“m. Stm mul'oubledly. one in which a less amount of water transport wou «e 
might be undertaken. AVhatever could not be carried by Avater would, in that case, 

“^Vfad^nvllljt'w boats would not he useful, and in his 

Ml eoS^ too late tor expedition (D»f •>)*<> 

go this season, if transport by the Nilebpyond Second Cataract is to be a mam teatuic. 
Rrenaratimi cannot noAV, Avith any certainty, be made in tune. ^ nu:i;+,r 

^Notwithstanding this I'xpivssion of opinion, such is my confidence in youi ability 
and in the zeal and energy of tlu' Staff and Departmental officers under your command, 
"that I have no douht you Avould be able to surmount all difficulties, 
later, "ct to Dongola tlu' small brigade detailed in your telegram of the 11th instant, 

if vou'^Avero rciniircd to undi'rtake such an operation. 

^ I trust it may not become necessary to move any troops beyond the southei 
frontier of E-i-ypt. but it is essential to remember that li any such operahon has to 

and exclusive object will be the relief of General Gordon. This 
renders it essential that, in framing any plans for the movement of troops south of 
AV‘i(lv Haifa the possibility of being obliged to advance as far as Khartoum itself 

form a^neces^Tpart of such plans To move troops 
therefore, to Dongola would he opposed to all military Avisdom, and would be to iguoie 
the oni' great object in view, iinh'ss the scheme embraced and provided for the advance 
r.i‘ n still lai’o'er force to Khartoum. , 

^ Vfter a most elireful study of all Commander Hammill’s Reports, the opinion 
expressed by Admiral Lord John Hay, and the proposals eontmned m your teleyara 
of till' nth instant, I am eonvinced that it Avould not be possible a sui a ) c oi 
t veach Khartoum by water and return to Egypt before the end of the approachmg 
winter if the steamers and native boats now at your disposal Averc alone to bo used as 

’umimn^IeTe^eu-eiiiustances, 1 feel it necessary to make preparations for giving 
effect to the small row-boat plan to (mablo you to send a force to or towards Khartoum, 
in the CA^ent of it becoming necessary to undertake such an operation. _ _ 

Alv teleo'ram of the 12th instant Avill hav'c informed you ot mis tlccisiom 
A^similrn* plan of operation Avas most successful in the Red River Expedition 
of 1870, where greater river difficulties had to be overcome than any Avhicli the A ilq 

am informed by experienced officers who took part in that 
unaccustomed to working in small boats in any rapid and difficult rivcis aie apt to 
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attach too much importance to the obstacles Avhich cataracts or even falls present to 
navigation. After carefully consiclcring the dilfcrcncc in levels between the Nile 
heloAV AVacly Haifa and at Khartoum, and the able Reports of Commander Ilammill 
upon the cataracts he examined, they pronounce that an advance up the Nile in 
small row-boats is a practicable operation, altogether independent of the height of the 
river. 

I have informed Alajor-Gencral Earle that I have instructed you to place him in 
command of the troops at Wady Haifa, receiving his orders from you, and in the event 
of any troops being sent beyond that place, T have to request he may be placed in 
command of them. He is the senior Major-General belonging to the force noAV in 
be is acquainted with the organization of the force which was sent to the 
Red River, having been then on the Stab' in Canada. 

Major-General Sir Redvers Ruller has been s(dcctcd to be bis Chief of the Staff, 
as that ofBcc'r, in addition to his considerable cxjiericnce in war, and of bis general 
fitness for such a jiost, took part in the Red River Expedition, and is Avell A'crsed in all 
the arrangements necessary for the successful organization of such an operation as that 
contemplated in the event of having to moA'C troops up the Nile beyond the confines 
of Egypt. 

Major-General Earle, who loft England on the 13th instant, has been directed to 
take his instructions from you on all points connected Avith his command at 
Wady Haifa, and Avith the preparations it may be necessary to make to meet this 
possible contingency; and 1 have to request that you A\ill be good ciiougb to keep me 
informed of all you do, making demands for all that may be required, the Staff, the 
number of Special Service and Departmental oflicers you may consider necessary. I 
liaA'c to add that, in the selection of ofTicers for this purpose, it is desirable to employ 
as^ many ofTicers from the force now serving in Egypt as can be couA'cniently spared, 
without seriously AA'cakening the battalions umler your command, or interfering 
AA’ith their efficiency. Judging from the tenour of your reports upon the position in 
Egypt, and the demands for reinforcements Avhich I have rcceiA'cd from you, it 
Avill be necessary to take care, in the event of any operations bi'vond the frontiers of 
that country becoming necessary, that the force remaining in Egypt .should be 
thoroughly ('fficient in resiicct to the number of officers serving Avith it. 

In adding tAVo com])anics of 100 men each to the mounted infantry under 
your command, arrangements luiA’c beim made for this reason to draAA* them from 
regiments serving at home. 

Colonel Rutler, C.B., has been selected to superintend the imrchase and fitting of 
the 400 boats, for the provision of Avhich ordi'rs have been given, and Avill jn’occed to 
Egypt Avith them. Tt is hoped tlu'y may be in the water rc'ady for use at Sarras 
by the 1st November. Tt is desirable that some suitable position on the Staff 
under Gcmeral Earle may be reserved for that ofllcc'r. 

Having due regard to the health of the men, it is not at present di'sirablc 
to c(dlect at Mkuly Haifa any large number of troops, As far as can be judged, 
it AAill for the jircscut be sufficiimt to send there one good battalion ol' infantry, 
all your mounted infantry (on camels), including the Iavo companies Avhich it is 
hoped to send you very shortly from home, the British camel battery, and such force 
of the Egy])lian army as you may consider advisable. 

A company of Royal Engineers Avill be sent from England to enable you 
to include a company of Royal Ijiigincers in the force to be* sent as soon as convenient 
to Wady Haifa. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Alleync, Royal Artillery, Avho commanded the detachment 
of tAA-o guns Avhich formed part ol‘ the Red ‘llivcr cxpeditioiAary force, A\ill be 
sent to Egypt fortliAvith to report upon the Nih' cataracts, and R Avould pcahaps 
be desirable if a place could be found for him on the Staff to serve under General 
Earle. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) HARRINGTON. 


165 


No. 269. 


Mr. Egerion to Earl Granville,—(^Received August 17.) 

Cairo, August 16, 1884, 10‘30 P.M. 


(Commercial.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram of to-day. 

I will communicate to the Egyptian Government your instructions unless 1 hear 
to the contrary early on Monday morning. I strongly deprecate appointment, and 
trust instruction may be negatived. Though aware that he has shoAvn courage and 
energy, such an advocate of English aucavs Avill entail ridicule here and carry no Aveight 
at Copenhagen, even though the views he expresses may be sound. 

Much recommended by some English, his claims would liaA^c been pushed by me 
some time ago were I not convinced that it Avas undesirable to force such an appoint- 

YV^AYlf. ATI Tlo*Vnti- 


No. 270. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 17.) 

(No. 540.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 16, 1881, 

THERE has been some interruption apparently in the telegraph line. 


11 p.ii. 
No news 


from Kitchener. 

Mudir of Dongola telegraphs, hoAA^ever, to-day that he has more than the number 
of boats a.sked from him, and wishes to knoAV exact number required. He is getting 
men together for cataracts. Has got the 500 camels asked for, and says that he has 
taken steps to get 500 men. 


(Cypher begins.) . ^ , 

Erom political motives I believe it would bo Aviso to put Egyptian cavalry. 
Bedouins, and English or Egyptians on camels under orders for Dongola or Dcbbeh 
pending Kitchener’s report. This may even save necessity of moving later English 
rco'ular force, expensive from difficulty of feeding. News of reinforcements at 
Debbeh might relieve Khartoum. Dongola is a friendly and I believe easily defended 
country. 


No. 271. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 17.) 

(No. 808. Ext. 540.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 16, 1884. 

AVE^haA'C had no new's of any kind from Major Kitchener for some days. This 
delay may be attributed to his havung gone foi'Avard from Dcbbeh to sec Saleh, but I 
understand the telegraph line has been broken in Upper Egypt, Avhich for a day or so 
has caused delay in the transmission of messages. 

Erom the Mudir of Dongola, hoAvcver, three telegrams have been received to-day, 
proving that he is shoAving great zeal in complying Avith requests made of him from 
Cairo for aid in various respects. 

He states that he has got more boats than he Avas asked for—a number sufficient 
to convey the British force— and that he Avould like to knoAv the total quantity 
rcquii'cd; 

That Eabsilah, the person he had charged to recruit men for the hauling opera¬ 
tions at the cataracts, had already collected 1,200 men at Arkou-el-Kafir; that he will 
get 500 from Shabal Hanek, and hopes to obtain tbc remainder shortly, and to arrive 
at Abka Avith all the men required Avithin the aiipointcd time ; 

That, as for camels, he had told olf an officer, IMajor Ahmed Elfendi Sabet, to 
accompany and deliver over the 500 camels asked for, and had, moreover, instructed 
him to collect and furnish a still further supply of 500 camels. 

Nothing, therefore, can be more satisfactory than the behaviour of the Mudir, 
AAdio is shoAviiig a zeal and a desire to aid our operations, which are both praiscAvorthy 
and A'aluable. 

And now, my Lord, I venture to tread on ground to some extent outside my 
[lUisJ 2 U 
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province; but, in my position, following events here, and collecting the opinions of a 
large number of persons, it is a question whether I should be justified in remaining 
silent where political considerations arc also involved. 

Preparations are now being made in the hopes of getting steamers over the 
cataracts, with the view of an advance of an English force to Dongola. 

An English force at Dongola or Debbeh, with communications by steamer clear 
from cataract to cataract, Avill be in a perfectly safe commanding position as regards 
Dongola and the Dongola reach of the river. 

But there is no possibility of this force, a force costly to feed, and more costly as 
it advances, being placed at Dongola for another five weeks. 

Is it wise to delay sending reinforcements so long to Dongola, which has made 
such efforts already ? 

Will not a long delay weaken the effect produced by the rumours, Avliich must 
have spread, of a probable British Expedition ? 

These considerations make me urge, subject to Major Kitchener’s opinion, the 
immediate dispatch of the Egyptian cavalry and camel corps and Bedouins, and also, 
if j)ossible, of a few English on camels to Dongola. 

Egyptians arc easier to feed than our men, and can possibly live on the resources 
of the country, while the length of the line of transport for supplies, and the great 
requirements of the English soldiers, constitute the main difficulty of tlic English 
advance. 

I believe that the presence, Avithin a short space of time at Debbeh, OA^cn of an 
irregular force of the nature suggested, Avill have the greatest moral influence on 
checking the rebellion, and in facilitating, by that means, Gordon’s escape, while the 
Nile is still high (it falls from the first AA’cek in September). 

I do not think Major Kitchener Avould report the risk as great,—admitted a 
sudden combination of rebels (a not very probable contingency under the circum¬ 
stances of the ncAvs of our advance): the river boats witli one steamer arc in the 
hands of the Mudir, and retreat to the cataracts, Avlicrc of course some English force 
Avill be stationed, Avould be easy, if judged necessary. 

In alluding to a forced retreat I am putting an extreme case. It may be asked, 
if Egyptian troops could not be trusted alone a fcAV Avecks ago to defend Upper Egypt, 
hoAV can it be proposed to send any forward noAV ? 

But to defend Egypt against triumphant Mahdism is a greater moral trial than, 
to scout for an advancing force in a friendly country. 

It is probable that the fighting qualities of the Egyptian cavalry cannot be relied 
on against a formidabh* enemy; but Avhat Bussian relics on Don Cossacks fighting, 
and yet they arc used ? 

After all, too, it seems to depend on the intelligence of their commanders, such 
as that shoAvn'by Colonel Chermside and Abdel Ivadcr, Avhether Avithin a limited but 
yet a useful range Egyptians may not be made of service, and it eertainly seems 
short-sighted to refuse entirely to employ a force Avhich, from its superior mobility, 
owing to simpler food and greater capacity for Avork in the sun, might afford in a 
shorter time the support AAdiich I hold it is most desirable to send at once for the 
encouragement of the loyal inhabitants of Dongola and of Khartoum, and also for pre¬ 
paring the Avay for the advance of the British force. 

In any case, if totally mistrusted and neglected, I cannot look upon the Egy])tiau 
Army, if entirely left behind in Egypt, as an clement of safety in the rear of an 
operating force. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 


No. 272. 

Mr. Efjerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 17, 3‘30 I’.M.) 

(No. 641.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 17, 1884, 2'15 I'.M. 

MUDIB of D(mgola tcdegra^dis to Khedive that he has received a letter from 
Gordon dat('d the 20th .Inly. Letter states that Khartoum is quiet, and asks for uoavs 
from Dongola. ’I'lu're has hoi'u (hday apparently in forAvarding to Cairo this informa¬ 
tion received at tlu' I’alace at Ab'xaiidria. 
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No. 273. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville,—(Received by telegraph, August 17.) 

(No. 809. Ext. 541.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 17, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram just communicated to me by 
Nubar Basha, witli ucavs of General Gordon of the 20th ultimo. 

This noAvs was recemxl at the Palace of Alexandria yesterday, but it was only 
owing to Nubar Pasha, at my suggestion, asking Avhether any uoavs from Dongola had 
been received, that it Avas communicated at all to his Excellency by Khairy Pasha. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 273. 

Khairy Pasha to Nubar Pasha. 

(Telegraphique.) Alexandrie, le \7 Aout, 1884. 

J’AI re 9 U le teldgrammo dc votre Excellenee. Une depeche du Moudir de 
Dongola arrivee hier annonco qu’il a rccu une lettre de Gordon Pacha, datee du 
20 Juillct, 1881, I’informant que la villc de Khartoum est tranquille, ct lui demandant 
des nouvellcs de Dongola. 

J’avais cru que le Moudir aura envoyd la mcme depeche ii votre Excellence. 


No. 274. 

E Sir J. S, Lumley to Earl Granville.—(Received August 18.) 

<No. 127.) 

My Lord, Rome, August 1, 1884. 

BEFOBE leaving Borne M. Maneini informed me that he had received a com¬ 
munication from Prince Bismarck stating his intention of bringing before the London 
Conference the sanitary question in Egypt, and that before dohrg so he had assured 
himself of the consent of Franco, Bussia, and Austria to the step ho proposed taking, 
Avhich he hoped Avould likoAvisc be supported by Italy. 

M. Maneini said his reply to Prince Bismarck’s overture aaus that, having himself 
taken the initiative in suggesting an International Sanitary Conference, he could not 
do otherAvisc than support the proposal Prince Bismarck intended making at the Con¬ 
ference of London; at the same time, ho expressed a doubt as to the possibility of such 
a question being discussed at that Conference, Avhieh had been expressly and cxclusiAxdy 
convoked for the examination of the financial condition of Egypt. 

AYhilc accepting and agreeing to support Prince Bismarck’s proposal, should it bo 
brought before the Conference, IM. Maneini said, in the event of its not being discussed 
there, he reserved to the Italian Government the convocation of an International 
Sanitary Conference at Borne, the initiative of Avhich he had already taken, and to 
which all the PoAvers had acceded, including England, though the eonsent of the latter 
had been given subject to certain conditions. 

I have, &c. 

(SigAied) J. SAYILE LUMLEY. 


No. 275. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 772.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 5, 1884. 

WITH referonco to my telegram No. 511 of this day’s date, I have the honour 
to inclose the text of tAVo telegrams from Major Kitchener on the state of affairs at 
Dongola. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 




■%T,a--igms»3>g'?,\»»jeaBroafraig, w 
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Inclosixrc 1 in No. 275. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood, 

Teleorapliic.) Dongola, August 3, 1884. 

'the state of this 2 iroviucc is, I consider, somewhat critical. It is rich and 
populous, the people are loyal, and u illingly sent men from each village for the last 
fight. They are of a different language to the Ai-ah followers of the Mahdi, who, if 
allowed, will ovei’run and ruin the country. As far as I can judge at present, they 
have less sympathy xvitli Mahdi than jxeoplc of Upper Egypt. 

The Mudir has been ordered to retire three times. He says, “ How can I leave 
these people, who believe in me and in the Egyptian Government, to their fate ? ” He 
also says this is the gate of Egypt, none of the Mahdi’s followers have suflicient transport 
to cross the desert, and they will follow the river; if the resources of this province he 
at their disposal, their power will he much increased. The road from Dehhah to 
Khartoum is only five to six days xvitli water; if this province is abandoned, Gordon’s 
retreat would he cut off by that route. 

■With regard to Lord Granville’s objection to sending Trotter here, any Govern¬ 
ment that is lu’epared can he established after the iiresent state of impending [ ? ] has 
been averted; the IMudir and people all imj)lore that soldiers may he sent, that they 
may not ho left to their fate. The climate is cool and pleasant; one or two battalions 
would have an excellent effect, and armed steamers on the Nile are very necessary. 
The Mudir says he will provide men to bring any steamers across the cataract, hut 
unless they cross in next thirty days they will hardly be able to do so afterwards. I 
would strongly recommend that some force may he sent here. Please inform mo if 
^ny is likely to come. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 276. 

Major Kitchener to Genercd Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Dongola, August 3, 1884. 

THE merchants of Dongola request me to telcgraidi to you that they imj)lore 
that soldiers may be sent to protect their goods and lands here. The merchants are 
ready, and have written contract to the effect that if soldiers are sent they will at 
once give 200 slaves as soldiers. I quite agree that supports arc urgently required 
here. 


No. 276. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 18.) 

(No. 773.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August G, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 520 of to-day, I have tlic honour to inclose 
copy of a telegram from Colonel Chermside to Sir Evelyn IVood, giving the deposition 
of some Takruri pilgrims who passed through Khartoum and Shendy, and near 
Herbcr. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEllTON, 


luclosurc in No. 270. 

Colonel Chermside to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) ^ Sualdn, August 5, 1884. 

TWO Takruri ixilgrims xvho passed in sight of Khartoum minarets about the 
25th June reported it in hand i of Gov('rnment. At Bir Mahodeh, near Berber, they 
heard Turks still in B(‘rber. Tliese men, captured three days since by cavalry, have 
been re 2 )('ntedly examim'd, and did not seem worthy much credence. 

Ninety-eight Takruri 2 >ilgrims arrived at out])osts, Suakin, noon to-day (5th). 
They left Khartoum thii-d day Ramadan (27th June). State Khartoum all right in 


109 

hands of Turks. Shendy also in hands of Turks ; Darner also in hands of Turks, with 
two guns. Dervishes invested it, left it and its small garrison, going to Beiher to 
join in attack there or elsewhere. 

Question. —Who is Governor of Khartoum ? Ansiver. —Gordon (sic), a very good 
Englishman. During our stay he went with two steamers to Gitakna on White Nile, 
and returned with many oxen, shcc 2 i, much doura. 

Question. —Arc you sure Turks at Shendy ? Answer. —Yes. 

Mahommed Osman, Aar of Kassala, writes to inhabitants to he loyal; rebels* 
religion not real. The rebels are opposite, at Mutemma. The Turks go in two boats, 
and fire at them. 

Question. —Are you sure the Turks arc at Darner ? Ansiver. —Yes, hut very few; 
they have two cannons. 

Question. —Are these Dervishes in Berber ? Ansiver. —We did not enter Berber, 
hut wo heard at the wells the Turks still in Berber, but the Dervishes all round it, and 
the head Turk was ready to give it over. 


No. 277. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 775.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 6 , 1884. 

WITH reference to the question contained in your Lordship’s telegram No. 283 
of the 4th instant, I have the honour to inform your Lordshi2x that Major Kitchener’s 
telegram from Dongola respecting General Gordon’s letter was not in cypher; but 
most certainly the telegram received from him was genuine. Moreover, various tele¬ 
grams en clair and in cypher wore received by General Wood from that officer at the 
same time and subsequently. 

I caused Major Kitelioner at once to be telegraphed to to send the exact text, but 
on account of delay in the tclcgrapli, which I do not understand the reason of, I have 
not yet got it. 

When tlieKiicdivc received the telegram from the Mudir with the text of General 
Gordon’s letter in Arabic, he sent nie the translation into Ercnch ; but I learn to-day 
from General Stephenson, wlio was at Alexandria when it was received, that His 
Highness gave him the Arabic text also. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 278. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received Auciust 18.) 

(No. 786.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 9, 1884. 

WITH reference to the report mentioned in my No. 763 of a mooting, of Bishareen. 
Sheikhs, four days from Edfou, to determine Avhothcr or no they should accept the 
overtures of tlic Mahdi, I now learn from Major Rundlc that the meeting was so far 
from being for the purpose of joining the Mahdi that it had been called together 
through Sheikh Beshir by Major Kitchener, who has now begged the Bishareen Slieikhs 
to Avait till his return from Dongola, in order that ho may confer Avith them. The 
Avholc alarm is therefore a mare’s nest. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 279. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville,—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 786.) V . 

My Lord, Cairo, August 9, 1884. 

AS I have infoiancd your Lordship, I caused the IMudir of Dongola to be tcle- 
gra 2 )hed to send men to haul steamers ui) the cataracts above Wady Haifa. The tlirce 
[468] 2 X 
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telegrams inclosed show that he is able and Avilling, and is taking steps to supply 
them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 

P.S. August 10.—I add another telegram from the Mudir on the subject of the 
boats required to he sent up to Tangoor, below the Second Cataract. 

The Mudir repeats his Avish to go to Mecca, a request Avhich might he acceded to 
later, but not at present, 

E. H. E. 


Inclosure in No. 279. 

Four Telegrams from the Mudir of Dongola to Nuhar Pasha, 


(No. 1.) 

Le 5 Aout, 1884. 

J’AI pris connaissance du telegramme dc votre Excellence du 4 courant. 
Jc ferai domain conuaitre Ic nomhre des personues que jo pourrai rccrutcr dans vingt 
jours, et la possihilite de leur fournir des vIatcs cn mais a eux, et aux experts des 
Cataracts, ainsi qu’a leurs chefs qui seront places sous la direction de nion Vakil, lequel 
sera charge de prefer son assistance aux ofiiciers Anglais. 

Quant aux salairos et a la ration, chaquo personne proud par jour P. T. 3 et 
300 drammes de galette. 

J’ai envoyd Ecca sous la surveillance do Ilusscin Effeudi Ilasan et Abdul 
Malek et Mouaraf six omharcations, ayant chacuno son reyis. 

Dans lo temps los grands bdteaux a vapour du genre do “ Tell Hawine ” 
ct “Bourdin,” le service de leur halago etait assure par un personnel qui n’etait pas 
inferiour ii 1,000 personues, aide on cela par des macbincs dites “Balaukona” 
(treuils et poulies). 


(No, 2.) 

Le 6 Aoiit, 1884. 

Jusqu’ici il etait d’usago de reunir des homines pour lo halagc des bateaux 
arriA'ant au Soudan, ct la Moudirieh d’Esneh cn fournissait la inoitie. 

Mais votre Excellence ayant fait remarquer par sa depechc du 3 courant 
s’agissaiit dc traA'aux qui ne peuvont pas soufl'rir dc retard, il y a lieu dc derogcr a cc 
qui se pratique depuis quinze ans. 

Pour CO motif je pourrai fournir lo nombre d’bommcs neecssaires pour lo halago 
de ces bateaux. 


(No. 3.) 

Le 6 Aout, 1884. 

Conformement a nia proniesse d’liier, jc m’empresse dc fairo connaitre ^ 
votre Excellence quo malgrd les grandes difficultes actuclles je pourrais rccrutcr 
2,000 hommes, leur fournir ct leur payer les salairos iudiquecs dans mon telcgramme 
d’hier. 

De ce ebiffre 500 hommes seront diriges par Hussein Effcndi Ilasan, sous 
sa respousabilite; 500 autres sous Ezzeddin AH Mdmour do Tahsecla, qui s’est 
charge par ecrit de recrutcr les 10 0 hommes rcstants des localites riveraines du 
fleuve. 

D’apr6s son engagement il conduira ii Haifa dans vingt jours los 1,500 hommes 
en question. 

Po(ii' I’aider, j’ai designe aA^ec lui un nombre suffisant d’oilicicrs ct dc soldats qui 
auront a pretcr leur assistance a I’olficier Anglais. J’ai muni le dif Mamour de tout 
cc dont il pourra avoir besoin cn vue dc cette expedition. 


(No. 4.) 

, . . . * . ^ Aout, 1884, 

J ai pris note de la depeche chilTree de votre Excellence No. 22, Je peux re'unir 
les bilteaux necessaires (parnii les bateaux en bois “saut” qui sent en usage ici) pour 
executor toutes les mcsiu*e& iudiquecs dans votre ordre susdit. 


Je suis bien d(isold de cc quo votre Excellence n’a pas cru accedcr a la pri5re que 
je lui ai adressee ii la date du 3 courant et je suis comme quelqu’un qui est obligd do 
servir malgrd lui. 


No. 280. 

Mr. Eqerton to Earl Granville.—(Received Auqust 18.) 

(No. 787.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 9, 1884. 

THE ringleaders in the mutiny of the Turks in the Egyptian army (referred to 
in my despatch No, 70G), after a protracted trial, Avere condemned; two Avere executed 
on the morning of the 6th instant, six others had their sentences commuted to penal 
servitude for life, and tAventy-four of the mutineers received punishment of hard 
labour for various periods. 

Those who Avcrc condemned accused their native officers of having instigated 
their mutiny, but no evidence aaus forthcoming in support of these statements. 

I have the honour to inclose hercAA'ith acknoAvledgment of the services of 
Mr. Cameron, of this Agency, who, especially in the defence of the prisoners, seems to 
have rendered good service during the Avholc duration of the courts-martial. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 280. 

Brigadier-General Edwards to General Sir E. Wood. 

Excellency, First Brigade Office, Ahasseyeh, August 7, 1884. 

BEFORE the general court-martial now assembled at Ahasseyeh for the trial of 
certain prisoners of the 10th (Turkish) battalion is dissolved, the members constituting 
it, the Judge Advocate-General, the prosecutor, and myself desire to acquaint your 
Excellency of the deep obligations they owe to D. A. Cameron, Esq., Consular Assistant 
to Her Britannic Majesty’s Agency, for the services he has rendered to them and to 
the cause of justice by undertaking the arduous duties of interpreter to the Court, and 
latterly of “ friend of the prisoners.” 

They do not hesitate to state that Avithout his services the jirocccdings of the 
Court Avould have been much prolonged. We unite in asking your Excellency to 
convoy to Mr. Cameron our sincere thanks for the valuable and courteous assistance 
he has given us in our duties, and to assure him of our appreciation of his elforts in 
the defence of the prisoners. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. EDWARDS. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 280. 

General Sir E. Wood to Mr, Egerton. 

August 9, 1884, 

WILL you please convey to Mr. Cameron my warm acknowledgments of the 
services he has rendered to us ? 

(Signed) EVELYN WOOD, Sirdar. 


No. 281. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 790.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 9, 1884. 

M. B. TAKLA, the editor of the “ El-Abram,” the Anglophobo nath'e journal, 
was, through bis brother at Alexandria, made the object of a political demonstration, 
for AAduch, in the main, foreigners opposed to British preponderance arc responsible. 
Nuhar Pasha and the Khedive, from what the former told me, discouraged 
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any natives from taking any part in any expression of approval of this journalist’s 
conduct; notwithstanding tliis, there appeared in the “ Aliram ” a list of natives, 
many of good position, mcrahcrs of the Legislative Council, whose signatures were 
given below a document testifying their appreciation of M. Takla’s services. 

Nuhar Pasha has expressed to me the greatest annoyance, for he is naturally 
blamed for weakness in allowing the possibility of tlic occurrence of such an incident 
during his Ministry, and ho assures me that ho made representations to the Khedive, 
who spoke most seriously to the principal offenders. 

I inclose, from a newspaper, a report of His Ilighncss’ language. 

Notwithstanding this expression of feeling of an official class against England, I 
consider that all Avho arc competent to form an opinion must he aware, from 
her action in the late Conference, that England is the Power who has Egyptian 
interests most at heart. 

Prom all I hoar from the police, Alexandria and Cairo give no present ground for 
uneasiness, and I venture to inclose herewith a Peport of the City Commandant, 
Captain Pcnwick, which, though it contains much extraneous matter, I send as fully 
confirming, as regards the lull of agitation in Cairo, what I have heard from other 
sources. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 281. 

Newspaper Extract. 

A NUiMBEE of natives have now presented an Address to the conductors of 
“El-Abram,” in which they arc warmly congratulated on the policy pursued by them. 
As it is always well to know one’s friends, wc give the signatories of the Address the 
full benefit of having their name's published in our columns:— 

Ibrahim Soleiman Pasha, Ibrahim-el-Nadouri, Saul el-Gariani, Saadallah Uallabo, 
Abdel Eahman Alaili, Ahmed Eustem Cherif Aly Zada, Soleiman Abbani, IMoustapha 
el-Eahan, Aly Aly el-Masri, El-Eakir KhaliUeLAehmaoui el-Chafe'i oufi anhon, 
Mohamed Edris, Soleiman el-Garbi, ^lohamed Khalil el-Diouani, Omar cMIadini, 
Abdel Eahman el-Sehorbaji, Ibrahim Chiat, IMoustapha Khalifeh, Mohamed Abdallah, 
El Pakir Ibrahim Seid Ahmed, Afettouali Mahmoud, El Iladj Seld Ahmed Khalil, Aly 
Fargali, Aly Ilassan el-Dib, Ilassan Abdel Eazak of Garlx'oyeh, Ahmed Abdel Gaffar 
of Meuoofccyeh, Ahmed el-Cherif of Garbeeyeh, IMoliamed cl-Chouarbi of Galioobeeyeh, 
Moustapha Abou el-Oz of Garheeych, Hussein Aboo Ilusscin of iMenoofeeych, Aly 
Mouhanua of Behcra, El S('id Slciman of Meeioofeoyeh, IMahmoud Mohamed Abou 
Ilusscin of Menoofeeych, Menjod ol-Attar of Menoofcych, Mohamed el-Araby of 
Garbeeyeh, Abdel Ouahab Afifi of Sliarkeeych, Ibrahim Uabib of Menoofeeych, Earaj 
Zokri of Mcnoof('ey(;h, Mohamed Ilamoudch of Garbich, Ahnu'd el-Soufani of Behcra, 
Osman el-IIarmil of Garbeeyeh, Abdel Mcdjid cl-Abd of Garbceyi'h, Ibrahim cl-Jendi 
of Menoofcych, Abdel llahman Paied of Garbeeyeh, Mabrouk ('l-Dil) of Garbeeyeh, 
Mansour el-Sah'd of Sharkccych, Abdel Latif el-Chadli of Garlx'oyeh, Khalifeh Aouad 
of Behcra, Alohanied Ahmed of Garbeeyeh, Abdel Afejid el-AIcrassi of Garbeeyeh, 
Moustapha cl-Sheikh of Garbecy('h, Hassaneiu llamzeh of Behcra, Ibrahim Dabbous 
of Behcra, Soui Alohamed of Assioot, Alohamed Scirafi of Behera, Ilussc'in Emin of 
Behcra, Aly el-Nakouri of Behera, Aluned ('1-Sabahi of Garheeyeh, Seid Ahmed Zazouh 
of Beni Sooef, Aly el-lIAouari of Payoom, El Seid cl-Peki of AIcnoofeeyeh. 


The following facts, relating to the letter published in “El-Ahram” of the 
4th instant, by Avhich a large number of inllucntial natives eommendc'd that journal 
for its recent politicjil altitiuh', Avill be read Avith interest; and ue arc in a position to 
vouch for the truth of our information. 

Yesti'rday His Highness the Ivlu'dive summoned to Eas-ol-Tccn Palace the Sheikh 
Ibrahim Pasha, Ulema and Notable; Ibrahim Bey Nadouri, chief native merchant in 
Alexandria; Alustaplia Bey El-'fahhau, Deputy for Alexandria in the Legislative 
Cbambi'r; and Saadallah Bey Hallabo, merchant of this city, all of Avhoni Averc signa¬ 
tories of the aboA'C-mentioned doeunu'nt. 

Ilis Ilighncss expressed extrcnui' regret at the conduet of those persons Avho had 
thus proclaimed their approval of tlie opinions promulgated by “ El-Ahram,” a journal 
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whose influence had been persistently used to thwart, as much as possible, the policy 
adopted both by the Khedive and by His Highness’ Government. This policy was, as 
they Avcll knew, the maintenance of a perfect accord with the Government of Her 
Alajesty the Queen, and a thorough confidence in the power, good-wdll, and honesty of 
purpose of England in reference to, and in aid of, this country. 

His Highness said that no one in Egypt had the good of Egypt more at heart than 
himself; that both he and his Ministers, who were perfectly able to judge fairly and 
wisely in the matter, were doing all in their power to extricate the country from its 
pecuniary and other difficulties in the only Avay which they considered possible. The 
“El-Ahram” had diligently sought to throw its influence in an opposite direction, and 
one which Avas approved of only by a small and biassed section of the public. The 
prosperity of Egypt lay in the future through the help of England, and to lead the 
public opinion of Egyjit into opposition Avith Her Alajesty’s Government Avas to retard, 
if not to prevent, the attainment of that prosperous and happy period. 

His Highness warned the signatories of the commendatory letter strongly against 
those who, for their OAvn purposes, mislead the public upon important matters at 
wdiatcver cost to the country, and assured them that the authors of misleading 
publications Avould incur His Highness’ gravest displeasure. 

The KhediA'c wrote in similar terms to his Excellency Ali Pasha Cherif, Vice- 
President of the Legislative Chamber. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 281. 

Captain Femvick to Mr. Eyerton. 

(Confidential.) 

Dear Air. Egerton, Cairo City, August 6, 1884. 

AT a time Avhen the situation in Egypt has become more than usually interesting 
by reason of the recent dissolution of the Conference, I feel that you Avould more 
particularly Avish to be made aAvare of the feeling of the masses in the city, both 
European and Arab, Avith regard to the line of policy noAV being pursued by England 
in lilgypt. 1 have therefore made a point of cndeaA’ouring to ascertain this by means 
of the agents employed by me under your authority, and also by others. 

The results go to shoAV that, as far as the city of Cairo is concerned, a strong line 
of policy on the part of Her Alajesty’s Alinisters, involving the Protectorate or cA'cn 
the annexation of Egypt, would be vicAved by a very large section of the community 
with favour. 

I attribute this not so much to any affection for England or Englishmen as 
to the feeling that in such a case private interests Avould be protected, and, more than 
all, the country settled. 

The stagnation of trade and the general poverty now prevailing are, say the 
traders, due to the fact that those aa'Iio possess capital are afraid to put it out for 
commercial entcrprisi's, not knoAving AAdiat changes in the country a day may bring 
forth. The general anger against England seems to be caused, not by her action, hut 
by her inaction. Said one of the most intelligent and enlightened Egyptian patriots 
tome this morning: “We do not care Avhether you go or Avhethcr you stay, but 
AAc do Avant you now to do one thing or the other, for, by your indecision, AAUcre you 
might if you chose, and Avithout opposition, have all your OAvn way, you arc ruining 
Egypt. The Egyptians,” said he, “arc perfectly ready to bo goAmrned and led by any 
Pow er that Avill govern them strongly. At present they are drifting about AAuthout 
gOAvruors, but Avishing, for the sake of peace and prosjicrity, to be governed by some 
one.” 

Inquiries amongst the loAver orders of Egyptians lead to the belief that English 
rule is vicAved as a bloAV to Alahommedanism, and the question Avith these uneducated 
people is simply one of religion. 

Again, as regards the favour or disfaA'our Avith Avhieh Englishmen are vicAV^ed 
in Egypt, there has seemed to me for some Aveeks past to bo a groAving feeling in their 
favour. 

B('iug privileged to he associated with almost all classes and sections in this city, 
Arabs and Europeans, in the ('xereisc of my duties, I eannot fail to hccome aAvarc of 
public feeling, both by police reports, secret agents’ reports, and personal contact Avith 
individuals. 

There arc scores of friends, both high and Ioav, Avaiting to declare for England, 
Avould she only commit herself to a decided line; the majority of these from self- 
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interest a few because they bave in reality bliiglisb synipatbics. “Put yourself in our 
places ” bas been their cry hitherto. “ How can we go with you when you announce 
to us that in a given time you uill hand us over again to the i.cnder mercies in whose 
power it would then be to oust from office all those uho haic ^helped the English ? 
Better wait, better hang in the balance, and see what is to come.” , 

And tliis is tliG fcolui^ "wliicli in tliis city lin.s produced iiitlicito tin. unsettled stutc 
of things; but it is my firm belief that the reins of government being strongly grasped 
by Enfdand, a loyal and hearty co-operation of almost all classes would result, and 
that the feeling of relief at the prospect of a settled state of all'airs utter the tension 
and anxiety of the past few mouths would intensily this sentiment. 

I have endeavoured to sketch to you the feeling which I know is prevalent m the 
city of Cairo. IIow far this is a reflex of the feeling in the provinces I have now no 
opportunity of judg’iiigj yet I knoiv that public opinion in Cairo is eagerly asked foi in 

the towns and villages. , i 

There appears to be a general feeling of enthusiasm on the part ot natives and 
foreigners at the idea (whether rightly or urongly formed vithiu the last feu days) 
that England is about to commit herself to a bold line of policy. 

Miscellaneous.— French feeling in the city is despondent, and the Ereuch organ, 
the “Bosphore,” has been for the last three weeks much less virulent against English 
rule and individuals. 

It has, in fact, commenced, perhaps with _ an eye to the future, to veer round 
towards a course loss in antagonism to English interests. 

I understand that its proprietor is not succeeding well, and that he has even 
offered to sell his printing press. 

I send this report to you in the hope that it may add any useful item of informa¬ 
tion, however small, to that which daily reaches you from other sources. 

Believe me, &e. 

(Signed) M. J. E. FENWICK. 


No. 282. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 18.) 

(No. 794.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 11, 1884. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s tclcpum No. 278 of the 1st instani, in which 
your Lordship instructed me to convey to Sir E. Wood the recommcudatioii of Iler 
Majesty’s Government that the cadres of blacks and Turks should be united into one 
battalion and sent to Wady Haifa, I have the honour to state that I have been 
informed by Sir Evelyn Wood that there is already a bad feeling betw ecu these corps, 
and that it is therefore unadvisable, irrespective of the dill'erent rates of pay and 
difference of language, to put them togetlier. 

Lieutenant-General Stephenson agrees with Sir Evelyn Wood in these views. 
General Wood adds that he will do ivhat he can to get the men to the south. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 


No. 283. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received August 18.) 

(No. 512.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 17, 1884, 8 r.M. 

CHEllMSIDE reports Digna’s following much reduced. 


No. 284. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received August 18, 3 P.M.) 

(No. 513.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 18, 1884, ITO p.m. 

GOVEKNOR of Dongola says that five other Idtc-is from vario\is persons in 
JChartoum were brought by messenger uith General Gordon’s last letter from thence. 


175 


Messenger anxious to return at once to Khartoum, told to wait in ease there be 
return message. Shall I tell Kitchener to let General Gordon know of preparations 
that are being made ? 

Kitchener through confusion in cyphers has not yet sent me answer to your 
No. 291. He telegraphed yesterday to say troops much wanted. I certainly think 
some force, even of irregulars, should be sent forward at once, for Dongola deserves 
help and urgently demands it. 

Wortlcy got news of General Gordon’s last letter from one of Sheikhs now at 
Dongola, who described the message as to the effect that General Gordon w'as -well 
and had been successful against enemy. 

Nubar Pasha has been begged to get from the Palace exact text. 


No. 285. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received hy telegraph, August 18.) 

(No. 811. Ext. 543.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 18, 1884. 

THE Mudir of Dongola has reported to the Khedive’s Government that the last 
messenger who arrived with a letter from General Gordon brought also five other 
letters from persons in Khartoum. The messenger is said to be anxious to return at 
once to Khartoum, but has been told to wait in ease there be a return message to be 
sent by him. 

I have ventured to ask your Lordshiji by telegraph to instruct me as to whether 
I should tell Major Kitchener to inform General Gordon of the preparations that arc 
being made. 

Owing to some mistake in the cyphers supplied to mo by the Sirdar, Major 
Kitchener has not yet sent an answer to your Lordship’s telegram No. 291 respecting 
the proposal to subsidize the Mudir of Dongola later. 

A telegram was received yesterday from Major Kitchener, saying that a 
reinforcement of troops was much wanted at Debbah. 

I am strongly of opinion that some force, even of irregulars, should be sent 
forward at once, for Dongola deserves the help it has been urgently demanding. 

Major Wortlcy reports that lie got news of General Gordon’s last letter from a 
Sheikh now at Dongola, who said the message was to the citect that Gordon was well, 
and had l)ccn successful against tbc enemy. 

I have not yet received the exact text of General Gordon’s letter, but have 
begged Nubar Pasha to obtain it for me from the Palace. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 280. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received August 18, 3‘30 p.m.) 

(No. 544.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 18, 1884. 

KITCHENER telegraphs noon to-day asking wdiether I have cypher message to 
send back to Gordon by latter’s messenger. Emir sent by Mahdi for Dongola by 
Kordofan road has been killed by Arabs. Another has been selected by his men, 
who are only a small force of 800 strong, and who have advanced to a -well one day’s 
journey from Debbeh, where Kitchener is. Kitelieucr considers Debbeh safe; he is 
UAvaiting messenger from Saleh uoav returning. 


No. 287. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—[Received by telegraph, August 18.) 

(No. 812. Ext. 544.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 18, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 544 of to-day, I have the honour to inclose 
herewith copy of a telegram from Major Kitchener, asking whether I wish to send any 
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cypher message to General Gordon hy the messenger who is about to return, and 
giving fnrtlier news respecting the state of ' 

(Signed) EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 287. 

Mc^or Kitchener to Mr. Egerton. 

. , .. . Dehhah, August 18,1884 

^ TshOTLD like to know what news cypher messages you would like to have 
sent hack to Gordon by his messenger, vEo returns to Inm. 

I renorted to the Sirdar that the Emir of Dongola sent hy the Mahdi, by tbe 

Kordofau road, had been killed hy Arabs. This ^ 

Arab snies. I now hear that another has been elected in his place by his men, u lio are 
only admail force of 800 strong, and who have advanced to a well one day s 30 uru y 

*°'“l‘Xsider this place quite sate, and am anxiously wailing answer from Saleh; 
my messenger is noiv retm'ning. 


No. 288. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office^ August 18. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 16, 1884, 3-27 p.m. 

reply necessary. 


No. 289. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 19, 9'45 \.M.) 

(N'o. 545.) _ 10, 1884 

(Tt Kitchener has been delayed; should liavc been sent previous 

to X^iqust 13.—I Avent yesterday to place of Mudir’s last fight; rebels threw 

ini verv fair’earthworks. El lloda is at Werawi; he sent to Berber for reintorce- 
ments but received only ten boxes ammunition and no more, ihc Shagiahs sBv 
amrwhl not join him again; he has the Monasia and the llobatat. Some hear 
of an attack from Kordofan road. Seyyid Mahmood has received fioni Mai di, 

and is expected ivith 1,000 men to take possession of Dongola. 1 his post is quite 
uunrenaivd for attack, and is very dirty. I am trying to make Turks improve 
mattcL, but have not yet succeeded. If expedition is ^^ommg this 
camels should he bought here and men got tor camel corps. I haic scut all e 

neivs to Gordon.” 
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No. 290. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 19.) 

(No. 646.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 19, 1884, 11 P.M. 

TEXT of telegram from Gordon sent me from Palace Alexandria and by 
Kitchener as follows :— 

“ Khartoum all well, both soldiers and people. Send me word how yoiir affairs 
are.” Sealed and signed in English at Khartoum. 

Eloyer, of Telegraphs, saw letter, and at request of Mudir telegraphed to Khairy 
Pasha at Palace verifying seal. 

Kitchener says rebels at Abu Taka, on Kordofan road, are trying to get Arabs to 
join them, but have failed. 

Rain fallen in great quantity at Bir Gumar, half-Avay to Khartoum. 

El Hoda is still at Mcrawi with a few men. 


No. 291. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, August 19. 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 19, 1884, 4-30 p.m. 

BEFORE replying to yonr telegram of the IGth instant, it is desirable to avoid 
any misunderstanding. Her Majesty’s Government Avish to be in a position to send a 
force this season to Dongola, and if necessary to Khartoum. The force to be so 
equipped that it shall be able to return from Khartoum this winter. Prom Ilammill’s 
rci)orts, Avc believe it impossible to effect our object if we employ oiily steamers and 
Nile boats; also that to eftect it at all there must be at least tAvclvc good steamers 
on Nile bcloAV Assouan, and eight betAveen that place and "Wady Haifa. Conseqiu'iitly, 
until tAventy st('amers arc thus distributed, it appears Avrong to pass any steamer 
above IVady Haifa. In these circumslan(‘es avc arc organizing an expedition in small 
boats, propelled by thdr ercAvs beyond Wady Haifa. 

You disagree, but Avhat do you propose? "What force do you propose to send to 
Dongola, and hoAV Avould you get it there ? 

"if obliged to send a force to Khartoum, Avhat, in round numbers, do you propose 
it should consist of ? 

Hoav Avould you send it to Khartoum, and hoAV bring it back ? State approximate 
number of camels you Avould require to assist in each oi)eration. 

Hoav many steamers Avould you keep on the Nile north of M’’ady Haifa before you 
send any to the south ? Report fully^ 

No. 292. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote .— (Received August 20.) 

Sir, Admiralty, August 19, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords' Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you 
hercAvith, for the perusal of Earl Granville, a copy of a letter from Commodore Moly- 
neux, C.B., to Admiral Lord Jolin Hay, K.C.B., dated 25th ultimo, respecting the 
state of ali'airs at Agig and Kosseir, together AAith its inclosures, namely, the orders 
given for Her Majesty’s shi]) “Condor” to visit Kosseir, and the rei)ort of the visit 
and proceedings of the “ Condor ” in execution of those orders. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 
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In closure 1 in No. 292. 

Commodore Molyneux to Vice-Admiral Lord John Hay. 

My Lord, “ Sphinx,’’ at Suakin, Jidy 25, 1884. 

MUCH of the information called for in your Lordship’s letter of the IGth instant 
about Agig was given in my letter of the 1st instant, and Commander Kingseote s 
letter of proceedings accompanying it, which should have reached your Lordship 
before now. 

2. I hope to obtain further information through an officer who is about to proceed 
thither under orders from Lieutenant-Colonel Chermside to see to improving their 
water stowage, and making some arrangements which will give them better power to 
defend themselves. 

3. There are at present about fifteen Bashi-Bazouks at Agig. A few men will be 
sent, with two small brass guns. 

4. According to the best opinion here, the people arc safe from attack so long as 
all remain true to the Government. The island is 2 miles from the mainland, and 
the people have command of all the boats, so that the rebels could not cross without 
collusion on the part of the inhabitants. 

5. Their town is Agig Keher, on Bahdur Island. (Sec plan of Khor Nowarat, on 
sheet 4, Red Sea Chart.) 

6. Agig iveber is their proper toAvn, but there is no water on the island, and 
many preferred living on the mainland near the wells. These were the people who 
were attacked, and had to cross over to the island, whore they remain. 

7. The reasons Avhy it Avas considered here advisable to retain the place wore given 
in my letter of the 14th instant. 

8. The “ Gaft’aria ” will go there on Saturday or Sunday, taking four iron tanks 
and her condensing apparatus. She is well armed, and ivill remain there until all 
their receptacles for Avater are filled. 

9. With reference to paragraph 4 of your Lordship’s letter above quoted, I 
foi'Avard hcrcAvith copy of the telegram received from the Admiralty on the 
8th instant about sending a ship to Kossoir, as Avell as the orders I gave to Commander 
Domville, of Her ^Majesty’s ship “ Condor,” before sailing. 

10. She rciiorted her arrival at Jeddah by telegraph on the 21st instant, and I 
haA^e since receiAX'd a letter of proceedings, dated the 22nd instant, from Commander 
Domville, AA'hich I inclose. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. H. M. MOLYNEUX. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 292. 

Sailing Orders. 

By Robert Henry More Molyneux, Esq.,"Companion of the Most Hononrahlc Order of 
the Bath, Captain of Her Majesty’s ship “Sphinx,” Commodore of the Second 
Class, and Senior Officer of Her Majesty’s ships (nnployed, and to be employed, on 
the Red Sea Division of the Mediterranean Station. 

HER l\rajesty’s ship under your command being in all respects ready for sea, you 
AA'iU proceed to Kosseir, Avhere you Avill inquire closely into the state of atfairs in that 
neighbourhood, and endeavour to ascertain Avhether the various routes from there 
to the Nile, and along the coast, are freely open, and hoAV far the trade and the feeling 
of the nathx's has been aiVected by the movement iir favour of the Maluli. 

2. Having obtained all the information in your poAver, you Avill proceed to 
Jeddah, Avhere you Avill comph'te Avith coal and oldain from Her ;^Ia j('sly’s Consul and 
others all the information you can about tin* political state of alTairs and about tluA 
Slave TVade. 

3. As regards tlu' Slav(' Trad(', you should endeavour to ascc'rtain to Avhat extent it 
has been aflected by the insurreet ionary movement (m this side of the Red Sea, and 
Avhieh are tin' ports from A\hich slaves are noAV shipped to Jeddah and other 'rurkisli 
ports. 

1. On tlie completion (jf this service you Avill return to Suakin. 


5. The passages arc to bo made AAdth moderate dispatch. 

6. You AAoll report by telegraph to me your arrival at Kosseir and Jeddah, 
naming probable time of departure, and should you obtain any reliable information of 
real importance you are to report it direct to the Commander-in-chief and the Consul- 
General at Cairo. 

7. The third-class interpreter on board the “Briton” will be lent to you for 
service during this cruize. 

Given on board the “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, this 11th July, 1884. 

(Signed) R. H. MORE MOLYNEUX. 

To William Cecil Henry Domville, Esq., 

Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “Condor.” 

By command of the Commodore and Senior Officer. 

(Signed) R. J. C. Eames, Secretary. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 292. 

Commander Domville to Commodore Molyneux. 

Sir, “ Condor,” at Jeddah, July 22, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, in comj)liancc with your orders of the 
11th instant, I sailed from Suakin on the 12th, and anchored off Kosseir on Tuesday 
night, the 15th instant. 

2. During my stay there I gatlu'red the following information:— 

(1.) Kosseir has uoav a population of about 2,000 souls, and has evidently much 
declined in pros])crity. 

(2.) ‘Water has to be fetched from wells Avhich it takes the pack-camels twenty- 
four hours to reach, and none can be got short of this. 

A small quantity of supplies can be got here. 

(3.) The garrison consists of eight artillerymen, Avho have no small arms. 

(i.) The foi't is in a fair state of preservation. 

It has eleven iron 4-inch smooth-bore guns, some Avith very enlarged vents, and one 
5-inch (Sft. Oin. long) brass gun; but all these, Avith one exception, face the harbour. 
The fort Avould, hoAvever, be capable of resisting the attacks of savage troops 
unprovided Avith artillery, if the; defenders were armed with rifles, and water and 
supplies were forthcoming. 

(5.) The principal route from Kosseir is to Ghcmeh, on the Nile, about four days 
by pack-camel. 

It and the routes along the coast in the neighbourhood of Kosseir are perfectly 
open, the nearest rebels being said to be at a distance of ten days, but news of them 
are principally dcriAod from Cairo, and are vague. 

(0.) At Ghcmeh arc said to bo 700 Egyptian soldiers. 

(7.) The telegraph to Cairo from Kosseir passes through Ghcmeh. It is 
constantly being broken by the loaded camels. It Avas broken at the time I was 
at Kosseir, consequc'iitly I Avns unable to tclegrajfii to you. 

(8.) The Governor assured mo that tin; trade is noAvise atTcctcd by the movement 
in favour of the IMahdi, and that tin* inhabitants of Kosseir, as Avell as those in the 
neighbourhood, are perfectly loyal. 

(9.) Some of tlu' Christian inhabitants (there are eight families of these) are, 
lioAA'OAxr, A’cry apprehensive of the attitude of the Mussulman population on the 
slightest rumour of tlu' approach of the rebels. 

Though they (tin* Christians) are evidi'iitly of a timid nature, there is no doubt 
that eAU'n if they Avished to remain loyal the population Avould haAX to fly or side Avith 
the rebels on their ai)])roaeh, for at prcsc'iit tlu'y arc perfectly defenceless. 

(10.) Both the Governor and such of the inhabitants, Christian or IMussulman, 
Avith Avhom I spoke arc most anxious to have a garrison in the place, but the absence 
of Avater a})p('ars to be a much more serious evil than the absence of troops. 

(11.) Ko Sla\e T'rade of any sort appears to be carried on from any of the ports 
in the neigiibourhood of Ivosseir. I AA'as assured of this by the CoA'crnor and the 
Christians, one of Avhom has a sort of missionary school. 

(12.) The Erench flag flies on one of the houses. The Consul, hoAvever (an 
Egyptian Cliristiau), has been aAvay for some years. His son represents him. 
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S. I proceeded from Kosseir on Priday, tlie IStli instant, and reached this place 
yesterday, the 21st. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. C. H. DOMVILLE. 


No. 293. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received August 20.) 

Sir, Admiralty, August 19, 1884, 

I AM commanded hy my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send to you 
herewith, for the perusal of Eaii Granville, a copy of two letters, dated 18th and 2Gth 
July, addressed hy Commodore Molyneux, C.B., to Admiral Lord John Hay, on the 
state of affairs in and around Suakin, together with a copy of the remarks ly Lord 
John Hay in his submission of the Gth instant Avhen forwarding these letters. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN ^iIACGHEGOIt. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 293. 

Commodore Molyneux to Vice-Admiral Lord J. Hay. 

(Confidential.) 

My Lord, “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, July 18,1881. 

I HAVE the honour to rc'port that the following news has reached this, tiirough 
various channels, during the last few days :— 

2. Two men pretending to l)e pilgrims, hut whose evidence, in the opinion of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chermside, is very douhU'ul, state that they left Kliartoum on the 
12th June. The place Avas safe, and A\ith few Arabs in the neighl)ourhood, and 
proA'isions AA'ere plentiful. They left Berhcr on the 1st July; the ])laee Avas then in the 
hands of the rebels, hut Hussein Pasha Avas living in his house in full possession of his 
property. There Averc a good many Arabs on tlie road near Berber and again near 
Suakin. 

3. Mahmoud Ali, the chief representative in Suakin of tlie friendly tribes, has 
received two letters, one from the Ameer of Berber, the other from INfahomnu'd Bajah, 
post contractor, Avho has reached Osman’s camp from Berber, both asking him to 
secede. 

4. Mahommed llajah lias gone to Osman’s camp (according to good information 
from there), to ask for artillery assistance from Osman to resist Gcmeral Gordon’s 
attacks in steamers Avhich lire at the rebels in Berber, the gariasou there having 
disabled guns, and destroyed ammunition and rilles, Osman has given him four 
guns and nine camel-loads of ammunition, llajah then started back, cariying a 
message' from Osman requesting the assistance of people accustomed to attack 
fortifications. 

5. A paid agent has informed the Governor that General Gordon was harassing 
villages near Khartoum, and has seven guns on his steamei's. 

0. One of the messengers sent from him some time since with a letter to General 
Gordon Avas killed near Tokar Avhile bringing back tAvo letters, Avhich Avere seized by 
the rebels. 

7. Osman says he Avill attack the Beni Amers, south, and Amarars to the north; 
he has never had so large a folloAving, and talks of attacking this during Bairam. 

8. Latest ncAVS from Agig per condensing vessel “ Dili-el-Vahr,” which returned 
here on the IGth instant, rejiorts tliat there is now sufilcieut Avater supply to last till 
the end of the month, and that the rebels carried olF 250 camels, and male and female 
slaves. 

9. Sarwe, about 80 miles up the coast, has been attacked, some tribesmen killed, 
and their cattle carried off. 

10. I propose, toAvards the end of the mouth, sending another condensing ship to 
Agig to fill them up again. The “ Hib-el-Vahr ” h.as unfortunatt'ly some cracks in the 
croAvns of her furnaces, Avhich Avill take eight days to repair, but Avith some little 
assistance from the ships of war, and exercising a strict economy, I have been able to 
keep up a sufficient supply of fresh water for the garrison here. 




11. A patrol of tAventy men, consisting of mounted marines and Egyptian cavalry* 
under command of Lieutenant ToAvn.shend, ll.M.L.T., Avas attacked this morning by 
about 200 rebels, Avho Avero hidden on the plain, and Avcrc endeavouring to cut off their 
retreat. Lieutenant ToAvnshend handled his men Avith great judgment, hut lost one 
Egy])tian trooper, shot dead, aa'Iiosc body was recovered and br<night in. Both English 
and Egyptians behaved Avith great steadiness under trying circumstances. The loss of 
the rebels is unknown, a camel Avas seen to fall, and a report says that tAVclAcmcn 
were killed, but its accurracy is doubtful. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. H. M. MOLYNEUX. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 293. 

Commodore Molyneux to Vice-Admiral Lord J. Hay. 

(Confidential.) 

My Lord, “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, July 26, 1884. 

SINCE my last Beport, dated 18th instant, the following noAVS has been received 
here through spies and other sources :— 

2. Mahommed, formerly Colonel Ardagh’s guide, and said to be trustworthy, 
reports having seen 4,000 men of the Northern Amarars concentrat('d near BoAveyyah, 
and heard that 1,000 more Avere coming. Osman sent a delegate to this meeting, but 
he Avas not received in consequence of messages sent from here, and he returned to 
Tamai Avith Osman Digna’s h'ttcrs. In consequence of this ncAvs, I ordered the 
“ Condor ” to call at BoAveyyah and and ascertain the truth. 

3. It has boon reported here that Osman Digna has receiA'ed the folloAving very 
sensible advice from the Mahdi: “ Not to plunder Amarars, but ('ndeavour to conciliate 
them; and in ease of failure, leave them alone. Not to risk attacking iutrcjAchments, 
but to fight if troops come out.” 

4. Sheikh Kadr, one of the rebel leaders, left Tokar to attack the Beni Amers, 
and is reported to have fought A\ith them at Hardour, and to have lost 200 men. 
Osman Digna’s nephcAv has replaced Kadr at Tokar. This confirms Avhat Commander 
Kingseoto reported in his letter about Agig, forAvarded to your Lordship in my letter 
of the 14th instant. 

5. Osman Digna has summoned Agig to surrender. His letters, and two from 
local Ameers, arc in Lieutenant-Colonel Cherinside’s possession. The GoA'oriior and 
inhabitants sent a Avritten refusal. The rebels are encamped about the avcII s on the 
mainland. The “ Jalfaria,” with Captain CraAvford, Egyptian army, tAvo English non¬ 
commissioned officers, and some' Baslii-Bazouks leave this to-morroAV, the 27th instant, 
for Agig. They Avill take tAvo small guns. Captain Crawford has orders to improA'o the 
means for storing Avater, and to make a full report, for my information, on all matters 
connected with the jdace and people. 

G. A paid sjAy reports that the Arabs arc much afraid of General Gordon, who 
has defeated four tribes betAveen Khartoum and Berber, viz., Shendy, Magadib, 
Jebbish, and another; that Berber itself is in danger, and that people haA^c gone to 
Mobhch from fear. This news is from indirect sources; l)ut there seems to be no 
doubt that the rebels in that neighbourhood are short of ammunition, and that guns 
with nine camel-loads of ammunition have been sent by Osman to Berber. One of 
the messengers from Berber asking for this assistance came in here disguised as a 
pilgrim, and has been hanged as a spy. He acknoAvledgcd having b('cn present at the 
massacre of the Khartoum refugees near Shendy. ]\[ueb of tlu' abov(' Avas t('legraplied 
by the Consul to Cairo, but I only thought it neciessary to report by telegraph to your 
Lordship and the Admiralty the news confirming the fall of Bcrbei*, and that the 
rebels there AVcrc short of ammunition. 

7. As regards local ncAvs, the enemy for some days hovered about during the day 
on our right, a fcAV men being Avell mounted on horses, and large supports kept in the 
background on camels. These are the people Avho attacked the mounted patrol, as 
reported to your Lordship in my letter of the 18th instant. This rebel camel 
corps seems to be Avell trained ; they lie quietly concealed behind the bushes, and 
when they see their opportunity mount and endeavour by a rapid turning movement 
to cut off the retreat, and Avhen close, Avithin 300 or 400 yards, the camels all drop 
together, and the riders, dismounting, come on Avith their spears at a brisk pace. 
Lieutenant ToAvnshend, B.M.L.I., thinks it AA'as due chiefly to that short delay that 
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lie mauagctl to turn their flank. These men have not appeared the last four or 
five clays. 

8. The nightly firing continues, Trith few exceptions. In anticipation of the 
possibility of some larger attack during Bairain, I have placed some electro-contact 
and observation mines at points which the rebels have previously occupied during 
attacks, hut hitherto they hai'^c kept clear of them. To prevent accident, absolute 
secrecy is impossible, and there is little doubt that they have timely warning. I also 
strengthened some of the posts, placing a 9-pr. with a crew from the “ Briton ” in the 
new Avork at the salt wells. 

9. The night before last (the first night of Bairani) the attack commenped earlier, 
and lasted longer than usual. There Avas a good deal of firing, and tA\^o Egyptian 
soldiers u'crc ivounded in the head, and a sapper on Quarantine Island Avas Avounded 
by a chance shot. The enemy held a position, under cover of a bank, Avithin 
200 yards of an Egyptian post, Avith great courage, in spite of a lieaA^ fire; there 
were indications that they sulfercd loss, but I liaA^e not obtained any details. 

10. The latest report brought by spies from the rebel camp is that every man 
who can carry a sj)car, and all camels, arc to join Osman at once. Many have done so, 
and in the AA^ords of the messengers, “ There arc so many of them God alone can count 
them.” The objeet of this concentration has not transpired. 

11. The “ Condor ” has just returned; she reports everything quiet at Jeddah and 
EoAveyyah. Commander Domville could not get any information about the con¬ 
centration of the tribes about there ; but the Mainour and Chiefs professed to he 
loyal to the GoA'crnmcnt, and to bo able to hold their OAvn against Osman Digna. 
The tribesmen Ha'C more inland, and aa'c may probably hear more through a camel 
messenger sent from here a foAv days ago. 

12. There is great want of a good interpreter on this iiart of the station; the 
third class interpreters in the “ Briton ” and in this ship have a very imperfect 
knoAAdedge of English, making it almost impossible to get reliable information through 
them. 

13. I AA'ill, if possible, retain the “Condor” here for the present, to enable her to 
clean her boilers. 

11. A telegram from Aden just rcceh-ed reports arrh'al there of the “‘Woodlark” 
Avith Envoys and presents for Her iMajesty from Abyssinia, AA’hieh Avill bo sent homo in 
the steam ship “Malwa,” Avhich leaves Aden on the 30th instant. The “"Woodlark” 
AA'ill be detained a fcAV days to repair air-pump rods. 

I have, «&c. 

(Signed) U. n. M. MOLYNEUX. 


August 6, 1884. 

Submitted, observing that I am endeavouring to obtain a more competent inter¬ 
preter to meet the Avant detailed in the 12th paragraph of the letter of the 2Gth July. 

2. I may remark, although ]rot so important iioaa', that IMajor-General Fremantle 
has taken charge of the defence of Suakin and command of its garrison; the 
Commodore ha^ not made any application for reinforcements of marines or of ships, in 
vicAV of the increased force and threatening attitude of the enemy. 

(Signed) JOHN HAY, Admiral. 


No. 29 L. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{lleccived August 20, 8'30 A.M.) 

(No. 547. Confidential.) 

(Telcgrajdiic.) Cairo, August 20, 1884, 12T0 A.ar. 

YOUPt Lordship’s telegram No. 291. 

I transmit folloAving from Kitchener, dated to-day:— 

“ I am decidedly (d‘ opinion that the IVludir could not hold his OAvn, and that trade 
could not flourish under his rule, nor could he ever be trusted. My reasons :ire:— 

“1. The feeling against 'I'lirkish rule in the Soudan has caused the present 
trouble. ‘Heath to the Turkish oppressors!’ is the Avar-cry of the rebels. The IMudh* 
is a very fanatical Turk, and surrounds himself Avith I’urks. 

“ 2. I nev('r knew trade- to fiouvish umh'v Turkish riih', and, as far as I have seen, 
the present Mudir is no exception to the rule. 
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“ 3. The Mudir has already told me several lies and tried to decciA'e mo, and is a 
confirmed intriguer. 

“ English arc liked here and respected, and I feel sure an Englishman could rule 
here under the circumstances Avhich you describe, and maintain order. I would not 
mind guaranteeing to do so under certain circumstances.” 

Kitchener’s telegram ends. 

Completely agreeing to principle of subsidized Buler of Dongola in your No. 291 
(indeed it is almost essential, as trade from Egypt to Soudan is larger than generally 
supposed), I cannot deny there may he some little difficulty before finding the i^roper 
man. 


No. 295. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 20.) 

(No. 814. Ext. 547.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 20, 1884. 

IN ansAvor to your Lordship’s telegram No. 291 of the 15th instant, I liaA'e the 
honour to inclose copy of a tc-legram from IMajor Kitchener, in Avhich he gives his 
objections to subsidizing the present Mudir as Independent Buler of Dongola. 

While I consider it a right principle that the Buler of Dongola should be 
subsidized by Egypt on the condition of his remaining friendly and keeping open 
trad(' (indet'd, it seems almost essential, as 1 am assured that trade from Egypt to the 
Soudan is far larger than has been generally supposed), still I cannot deny that some 
litth' difficulty may ho expe-rieneed before finding a suitable man for the post. 

I am told that the IMahdi’s hatred against the Turks arose from his ill-treatment 
by them in Dongola. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ED'^HN II. EGEBTON 


Inclosure in No. 296. 

Major Kitchener to Mr, Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Dehbah, August 19,1884. 

I AM decidedly of opinion Mudir could not hold his own, and trade could not 
nourish under his rule, nor could ho ever be trusted. 

]\fy reasons are the feeling against Turkish rule in the Soudan has caused the 
present troubles, and the death of Turkish oiipressors is the Avar cry of the rebels. The 
^ludir is a very fanatical Turk, and surrounds himself AA'ith Turks. 

Secondly, I never kncAV trade flourish under Turkish rule, and, as far as I have 
seen, the present Mudir is no exception to the rule. 

Thirdly, the Mudir has already told mo several lies and tried to deceive me, and is 
a confirmed intriguer. 

English arc liked and respected, and I feel sure an Englishman could rule here 
under tlie circumstances you describe, and maintain order. I Avould not mind 
guaranteeing to do so under certain conditions. 


No. 296. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 293.) 

(T’elegrai)hic.) Foreign Office, August 20, 1884, 2'45 P.M. 

YOUB telegrams Nos. 513 and-511 of 18th. 

Inform General Gordon of j)rcparations for his relief in case of need ; refer him 
to former messages, with directions from Her IMaji'sty’s Government to conform to 
them, and ask the causes of our not having ri'ceivecl any reply. 
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No. 297. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

<No. 386. Ext. 293.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 20, 188'1<. 

I IIAVE received your telegram No. 51-3 of the 18th instant, inquiring what 
answer should he scut to General Gordon hy the messenger who is returning from 
Dongola to Khartoum, and you suggest that General Gordon should he informed of 
the preparations now being made for his relief. 

I have accordingly to instruct you to inform General Gordon of the stejis which 
have heen taken to provide for his relief in case of need. You Avill also refer him to 
the messages which have already heen dispatched, with directions from Her Majesty’s 
Government to conform to them; and you Avill ask him to inform Her ]\Iajcsty’s 
Government of the causes Avhieh have hitherto prevented them from obtaining any 
reply to those messages. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GEANVILLE. 


No. 298. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 20, 3 P.vi.) 

(No. 548.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 20, 1884. 

KITCHENEE' reports that El Hoda has attacked friendly Shaggai and has 
defeated them; details of fight are not knoAvn, hut Hoda is adA ancing on Amhukol, 
and from thence is expected to attempt to form a junction Avith force on Kordofan 
road. Bodies of the slain floating doAvn river at Dehhah. 


No. 299. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 20.) 

(No. 549.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 20, 1884, 6 p.m. 

MUDIE of Hongola telegraphs to Nuhar that his messenger to Mahdi returned 
to-day, sixteen days from Gahal-el-Hayer, Avhere IStahdi is now Avith large force 
attacking the mountain, Avhieh has uot yet capitulated. Losses of Mahdi’s army 
enormous from sickness and hunger; many of his partizaus tired of him and deserted. 
Slatcn Bey AA'ith Mahdi. Hussein Khalifa and scA'cral others were brought to 
Maluli day before messenger’s departure, many Avith halters round their necks and 
other signs of submission. In Senaar rebels have been defeated by GoATrnment 
garrisons, but reinforcements haA'c been sent to rebels, also 2,000 men and eighteen 
guns to attack Khartoum. Mahmoud, the Emir named by Mahdi for Hongola, had 
started for Hongola Avith about 100 men, had been unsuccessful iu his negotiations 
AA’ith Saleh and other heads of tribes, and had been alarmed by ncAvs of arrival of 
English soldiers in Hongola, and remamed in desert. 


No, 300. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office hy the ITlo- Office, August 20. 


The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 20, 1884, 1-45 p.m. 

EEFEEEING to Egerton’s No. 640, am averse to send Egyptian troops at 
present beyond Wady Haifa. 'Would you think it safe to send the 200 mounted 
infantry with or Avithout Bedouins by land to Hongola, and Avhen could they start 
from iVady Haifa ? This Avould, of course, b(‘ independent of riAmr expedition. 
Would you recommend addition of any guns or infantry on camels ? 


No. 301. 


Assim Pasha to Musurus Pasha .— 

(Telegraphique.) 

EE^U telegrammc No. 301. 


(Communicated to Earl Granville by Musurus Pasha, 
August 21.) 

Constantinople, le 19 Aout, 1884. 


Lord Hulfcrin nous a fait, do son cote, Ics mcmes communications, cn nous 
laissant copies dc deux telegrammcs qu’il a rc 9 us a cc sujet dc Lord Granville. En 
A^oici Ics textes : 

Le I lenipotentiaire dc Sa iMajeste Imperiale le Sultan nous a prete son appui 
cordial dans la Conference. Cette attitude dc sa part cst considdrec par le Gouvcrnc- 
ment de Sa Majeste Britannique comme unc preuve dcs sentiments amicaux de Sa 
Majeste Imperiale^ envoi’s 1 Anglotcrre, comme unc preuve aussi dc I’appreciatioii do 
notre desir d adherer mix assurances quo nous avons deja donneos, et comme une 
preuve egalcmcnt do linteret porte par Sa Majeste le Sultan au bicn-etre dc I’Egypto. 
Exprimez nos^ mcillcurs rcmercimcuts au Gouvcrncmcnt Turc.” 

Second telegrammc; 

“Informcz le Palais Imperial dc la nomination au Cairo de Lord Northbrook 
comme Commissairo. _ 11 s’y rend dans le but dc nous eclaircr sur la situation, sans 
toutefois romplaccr Sir EA^elyn Baring. L’attitude ainicalc dc la Turquie dans la Con- 
fdrcucc nous encourage a croire a la cooperation do la Turquie rolatiA’cmcnt aux 
affaires d’Egyptc. 11 est bicn entendu quo le Gouvernement dc Sa Majeste la Ecinc 
adhere a toutes ses assurances anterieurcs.” 

A cette occasion I’Ambassadcur d’Aiiglcterro cst revenu sur Ics communications 
quo Lord Granville nous avait fait parvenir, il y a trois mois, rclativcmcnt a I’occupation 
dcs ports Egypticus de la l\Icr Eouge. 11 a ajoute quo, en presence dcs difficultes 
inherentes a TciiA’oi d’un corps d’ariuec dans riutericur du Soudan, los troupes Otto- 
manes poiirraiont so bornor a occuper Ic littoral, et qu’il nous etait incnie loisiblc de 
faire acto de iirescnec a Alexandric, cn y oxpediant iiu bhtiment do guerre. 

L’occupation du littoral Soudauicn et I’envoi d’un butiment ii Alexandrie sent, 
vous le savez, dcs fails d’une importance sceondaire pour nous. Jc erois devoir, par 
consequent, traitor iei la question Egyptieunc elle-m6me, qui prime les autres. 

Cette question pent so divisor cn trois points:— 

^ 1. Eespoct des dispositions des Traites et des Finnans Imperiaux, ainsi quo dcs 
droits dc souvcraincte du Gouvcrncmcnt Ottoman; cn d’autres terines, retour au 
statu quo ante. 

2. A116goment des charges dcs contribuablcs, et reduction dc I’interet dc la 
Hette. 

3. Ptctrait des troupes Anglaiscs. 

En ee qui eoncerne le premier point, nous nous en tenons aux assurances que le 
Gouvernement dc Sa Majeste Britannique nous a donnees a plusieurs reprises, et je 
vous prie de lui exprimer, au noin du Gouvernement Imperial, les remcrciments les 
plus vifs et les plus sinc^rcs peiir les ternu’sdans lesquels il a bien voulu les rcnouA’elcr 
cette fois encore. 

Quant h la reduction de Tinterct de la Hette Egyptieunc, notre attitude dans la 
Conference prouve sufiisaminent que nous partageons les vues dc rAngletcrrc sur cette 
question. 

L’accord etant, d6s lors, parfait surces deux points, restc la question do I’oceupa- 
tion. Nous apprecions, eertes, hautemeut les sentiments qui aniinent le Cabinet 
Gladstone, et nous aA’ons i)leine et enti^re eonfianc(! dans la loyaufe de ses intentions. 
Co que nous desirous, e’est quo les assurances qu’il nous a donnees a ce sujet 
acquierent force do loi. Nous no doutons pas qii’il ne traduise en fait la decision qu’il 
a precedcrament prise d’cA’acuer le pays, mesure dont il a retarde I’execution a la 
suite des alVaires du Soudan; il no nous importe pas moins, cependant, de voir fixer 
un terme a I’occupation. Le Gouvcrncmcnt dc Sa JMajeste Britannique estime, il est 
vrai, qu’il lui est maleriellemeut impossible de determiner d’aA’anee unc date pour 
I’dvacuation; mais il n’hesitc pas, ainsi quo Lord Huffi'rin vient de nous en donner 
Tassurancc’, quo cette evacuation s’effectuerait d6s quo los dilfereutes questions 
entreraient un pen dans la voic d’uno solution. Or, a nos yeux, cette intention do 
I’Angletcrip ofVre parfaiteinent le moyen dc fixer la date dont il s’agit. En effet, si 
les deux Etats examiuent les questions auxquelles le Gouvernement Britannique 
subordonne I’evaeuation de I’Egypte, nous avons le ferine espoir de parvenir ii le 
conA'^ainere que le r^glement do cos questions pent s’efi'ectucr dans un laps de temps 
rolativement court. 
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II nous scmblc d’autant plus necessairo d’entrcr cn pourparlers a ce sujct que la 
dur6e assignee a Toccupation par I’accord Anglo-Prancais n’ayant pas admis par le 
Gouvernenicnt Imperial il serait naturcl quo cctte duree fut rcduite dans des limites 
restreintes qui fussent acceptablcs pour nous. 

En un mot, notre plus smc6rc d6sir cst do prouver au Gouvernement Britannique 
quo nos sentiments a son egard sont ceux d’uno Puissance amie sincere ct loyale, et 
notre but n’est autre quo do fixer a revacuatiou do I’Egyptc unc date rapproeb^e et de 
fairc prendre aux assurances qui nous ont et6 it^rativement donnoes par Ic Cabinet 
Anglais force de loi. 

Vous 6tes autorise a remettre a Lord Granville copio do la j)rcscntc depeclie. 


No. 302. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 21, 1*30 p.m.) 

(No. 550.) 

(Telcgrapbic.) Cairo, August 21, 1881, 11*30 a.m. 

EOLLOWING from tlie Mudir of Dongola to General Wood, dated yesterday, 
received by General Stepbenson;— 

“ Colonel Ivitebener sent telegrams asking to proceed to MeraAvi. I bave written 
to bim Avbat Avas necessary. lie now asks tbc permission to go from El Debbab to 
Ambocol, and to take with bim tbc soldiers and Basbi-Bazouks Avbo arc tbere, but tbis 
cannot be done, because tbc army is scattered, also tbc first dctacbmcnt bas 
not yet left Haifa; but Avbcn tbc first dctacbmcnt leaves Haifa, tbc Colonel can then 
go to Ambocol; please send tbe fii'st dctacbmcnt from Haifa to bore. I cannot gu’^e 
him permission before a detacbment conies here from Haifa. I can say to your 
Exeellcney that when Colonel Trotter comes AA’itb bis men from Haifa, I can 
then take Colonel Kitchener to go to Gordon Pasha. I give my word of honour 
to tbis.” 


No, 303. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 21, 3 P.M.) 

(No. 551.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 21, 1884, 3*15 p.m. 

I’OLLOiyiNG telegram from Kitcbcucr to Wood, dated 19tb August, by 
unaccountable delay, Avas not received here yesterday :— 

“ I bave good information that El Hoda desires to form junction Avitb the force 
on Kordofan road. I should like to prevent tbis by a movement to Ambocol or to 
near Mcrawi. 

“ IIoAv soon can you move troops to Dongola, so as to free some of that garrison 
to reinforce tbis place ? I think men might start from Wady Haifa and Dongola 
simultaneously.” 

Kitebencr further telegraphs that Mudir, in order to encourage Ambocol 
people to resist El Hoda, says that be is coming to their assistance with cavalry just 
arrived from Wady Haifa. 


No. 304. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 21, .5*45 P.M.) 

(No. 552.) 

(Telcgrapbic.) Cairo, August 21, 1884, G P.M. 

HAVE received original biter of Gordon to Mudir, a little bigger than tAvo 
postage stamps; not a doubt of genuineness. Colonel Watson, long Avith Gordon, 
AA'ill SAvear to signature. Scud it you by next mail. 
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No. 305. 

3Ir. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received hy telegraph, August 21.) 

(No. 819. Ext. 552.) 

My LokI, Cairo, August 21, 1884. 

I HAVE tbc honour to transmit heroAvitb tbe original letter of General Gordon 
to tbe Mudir of Dongola, received as I reported in my despatch No. 721 of tbe 
21st ultimo. 

No doubt can be entertained of its genuineness. Colonel Watson, who Avas some 
time with General Gordon, is confident of tbc signature, while, as regards tbc seal, it 
is probably one of tAvo Avbicb Mr. Eloyer aud Colonel Watson got made for bim liore, 
having left behind bim the small seal be used formerly, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


Inclosurc in No, 305. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

Dongola, August 2, 1884. 

HAVE tbc honour to forward to you herewith a letter receiA'od by tbc Mudir of 
Dongola from General Gordon at Kliartoum. Tbc translation of the letter is as 
follows:— 

“ To tbc Mudir of Dongola, Shahan, 1301. 

“ Khartoum and Sennar are safe up to tbe present. Tbc bearer of tbis letter, 
Mubammed Akhmet, aaHI give you tbc ncAvs of me, and Avbcn be arrives give bim all 
tbc ncAA's for me, as aa'cII as tbe route and tbe numbers of the expedition coming from. 
Cairo. 

“We have 8,000 soldiers in Khartoum, and tbc Nile bas risen. Give 100 dollars 
to tbe bearer from the Government. 

(Seal.) (Signed) “ C. G. Gordon.” 

A messenger will start with tbc three letters from Mr. Egerton to-morroAv. 

I bave, &c. 

(Signed) H. H. KITCHENER. 


No. 306. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 21. 

( 1 .) 

The Earl of Derby to the Alarquis of Lansdowne. 

Colonial Office, August 20, 1884. 

IT is proposed to endeavour to engage 300 good “voyageurs” from CaugbnaAvaugba, 
St. Regis, aud Manitoba, as steersmen in boats for Nile expedition. Engagement to 
be for six months, Avitb jiassage to and from Egypt. Will pay at 40 dollars a-montb, 
AAitb suit of clothes and rations free, be suflicient P If tbis could be done, perhaps you 
w^ould permit Lord Melgund to undertake charge of these “ voyageurs ’’ to Egypt; and a 
priest could bo attached to party, receiving Captain’s pay and alloAvances, Tbe 
Catholic Archbishop might bo induced to aid the scheme in the first instance Avitb bis 
influence. The “ voyageurs ’’ should arrive at Liverpool not later than the 1st October, 
but if possible by 15tb September. Three officers of Canadian militia might 
accompany party. 


VJ 
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. (2.) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Martington. 

Cairo, August 21, 1884, ll'SO A.M. 

Pos^k^to'send force New Pongola Ordch this season, hut impossible,^ 
distance, for a force to proceed to iGiartoiim via Dongola, and return tins win . 
Porcc to proceed from New Dongola to Khartoum shou d not he less than 8,000. 

AmoLt of eamels required difficult to state; would depend upon success of water 
transput and difficulties of Fourth and Fifth Cataracts Uood supply of camels 
reSecl available at Dehheh and Merawi. Expedition, by this route to Khartoum 
must return by Nile unless Siiakin-Bm-her he open. Would he most difficult to 

furnish supplies to force returning by Nile. , . y. . • i 

if small force you propose to send to Werv Dongola m first instance does not 

realize hopes of Government, it ivill he placed m false 

reinforcing it later with men and stores will he very great, owing to fall of Nile and 

consGoiiGiit cUnoiint of Itiiicl t-rfl-nspoit iccj^iiirGd.# n i i • 4 .* 11 

Believe expedition to New Dongola by means of_ small boats impracticable. 
Difficulties on this river too great. Naval opinion^ here is in this sense. Can he best 
done hv steamers and local craft, hut prompt decision urgent to secure craft foi foicc 
you pSposcinyoursof 8th. Already arranged that eight steamers he placed above 
Assouan and twelve below. More available if required, hormcr fit to pass Second 

A™-ements in pro-ress to pass over six, at least, directly river is fit. My own 
opinion stm is in favoui- of Suahin-Berber route if friendly tribes were armed and 
sTihsidized and would procure sufficient camels, which I hclicac they casilj could. 
With troops now in Egypt, those coniin- from Gibraltar and India, and three hatta- 
tions in addition, should leave force sufficient for Sualcin route. 

Should this be adopted, Egyptian troops should he sent to !New Dongola, con- 

of eivahy.one battery avtiUcry; one Eughah 

battalion retained Wady Haifa, half battalion Epptian Korosko and mre EngUsh ™d 
one and a-balt battalions Egyptian Assouan, leaving about 2 000 E ypbans, uitli 
Xarinra, available for garrisoning Suakin and lino of communication to Berber. 



Cairo, August 21, 1884, 3‘45 P.M. 

?thhiirh safe to send up our 200 mounted infantry to Dongola, hut they arc used 
at Cairo and wc have got no camels yet for them. I propose to send 150 pomes with 
Diem i^IIalfa to mount one company, in case of accident. For he other co^pany I 
must trust to finding camels there. Bedouins would accompany them also 1st batta¬ 
lion Iloyal Sussex Bcgimcnt, now at Haifa, who might, however, have to maich 
35 milf's from Sarras to Tangour. lean also send up froin Cairo mountaiii battery 
equipped at present for mules and camels. This force cmild not leave Haifa befen^^ 
Slo September, to be reinforced later by squadron 19th Hussars and division Iloyal 
Horse Artillery as soon as I could push them on to Dongola in support. 


( 4 .) 


The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 21, 1884, 8 p.m. 

I think you are sending larger force than necessary to ilalfa, considering that 

-.Tmi hivi' not vet means of sending it forward. . , p , • j. 

^ ^btwithstanding yours to-day, I adhere to small boat plan in event of having to 
send more tlmn smalnietachment beyond Haifa. Please conform your plans to this 

dccisum. 20ih was what force you would consider safe and practicable to send 
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on camels to Dongola, and when; object being mainly political, time would be 
important. Please reply to this. 

There are strong objections to sending Egyptian troops beyond Sarras at present. 


The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 21, 1884, 9 p.m. 

Tours to-day. 

How many steamers are now above First Cataract ? I do not understand how 
you can have more than twenty steamers available, as you have just asked navy for 
twelve extra steamers. 

You can try to send up two steamers over Second Cataract, provided you can 
immediately replace them between First and Second Cataracts. 

You can purchase a limited number of good Nile boats, and send them up Second 
Cataract for work betweeu there and Hannck. 

I approve of your collecting stores and provisions for 3,000 men for six months at 
Sarras. 

We arc sending out railroad company. 

With means now at your disposal, and employing Egyptian troops, could you 
complete railway from Sarras to river above Ambigole, or even above Semnch ? 

What would this cost, and by what date would it be in Avorking order ? 


No. 307. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 22. 


(!•) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 21, 1884, 3‘55 P.M. 

TROOPS moAung to Haifa as fast as possible, but Nile still Ioav, making passage 
of the First Cataract difficult. Part of Sussex arrived Haifa ; remainder of battalion, 
with Stafford and CornAvall, on way there. 

Mudir Dongola says he can furnish supplies at Haifa for 3,000 men. Com.- 
missariat contractor also Auulcrtakcs to supply there fresh meat and broad. Mudir 
promises, on AA'ord of honour, that on arriAnl Dongola first detachment troops, he will 
take Kitchener to Gordon. 

Five thousand natives from Dongola and Esneh arc noAV on the way to Second 
Cataract to haul over steamers. Portion ot camels for transport, Sarras to Semneh, 
already arrived. 

Can send to Dongola at short notice the folloAving Egyptian troops: ■ 

Regiment cavalry, battalion infantry, mountain battery, mounted infantry on 
camels. 


( 2 .) 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 


Cairo, August 22, 1884. 

Yours 21st. . ,, , 1 

In ansAver to your question 20th, I do consider it safe and practicable to send 
mounted infantry Dongola so soon as I can proA'ide them at lYady Haifa Ailth lidino 
camels; this Avould not be till middle of September, by Avhich time I should also be 
prepared to send Avith them, in “ dahabeahs ” or local craft from Dongola, a force of 
2,000 or oven 3,000 men, Avhich I consider it most [? at most] should proceed as soon 
as possible to that place. Camel transport for infantry almost impracticable, but by 
water I can guarantee their early arriA^al in anticipation of boats expected liom 
England in November. 

3 C 
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(3.) 


No. 310. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 22, 1884, 8‘4 P.M. 

Yourf 21st. 

Reason for sending large force to Wady Haifa is to carry out your instructions o4 
8tli August to hare brigade of all arms ready to proceed Dongola at very 
short notice. Am tberefore concentrating troops and stores there. Wady Haifa 
undoubtedly far cooler and healthier than marshaling [ ? ]. I have ample means at 
command to send them on to Dongola, but require authority to hire Dongola boats, 
which would be cheaper than procuring all water transport from here, and more 
practicable. 

Should be glad to know as soon as date is fixed for advance of brigade 
from Wady Haifa. At least six steamers now above Assouan. Others will pass in a 
day or two, Avhen Nile is higher. Have more than twenty in all available south of 
Assouan actually in use. Number of steamers I applied for from England was twelve, 
not twenty, namely, six or eight to replace those passing Second Cataract, Avhich can 
never return, remainder to meet present heavy strain on river transport, as 
administration of public service Egypt much deranged by our present use of nearly 
all their steamers; am making arrangements accordingly. Instructions of 8th August 
marked one [ ? ] to pass over Second Cataract six, perhaps eight, steamers. Railway 
could not be prolonged beyond Sarras for very considerable time, owing to deep rocky 
cutting, wliich w'ould be necessary for some distance, but will make still further 
inquiry. 


Sir J. S. Lumley to Earl Granville.—(Received August 23.1 

(No. 132.) 

My Lord, Rome, August 20, 1884. 

WITH reference to the Report addressed to the Admh'alty by Captain Stopford, 
of Her Majesty’s ship “Arab,” from Rcrbcra on the 12th ultimo, I have taken 
an opportunity of making inquiries as to the language reported to have been held by 
the Captain of the “ Castclfidardo ” to the Somalis entertained by him on board 
that ship on the 11th May last. 

I am informed on good authority that the Italian Government utterly repudiate 
all intention of occupying any place on the coast of the Red Sea, except that which 
they possess at Assab; that the “ Castcllidardo ” was charged vith a mission to 
Zeila, which ivas speedily accomplished, and she returned immediately to Naples in 
accordance with her instructions, without calling at any other place in the Red Sea ; 
my informant said that if Captain Trucco, of tlic “ Castclfidardo,” who was an officer 
of long standing and experience, could have had the opportunity of communicating 
with Captain Stopford, the latter Avould have been convinced that the language 
ascribed to him during his absence was entirely incorrect. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. SAVILE LUMLEY. 


No. 311. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, August 23. 


No. 308. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Eger ton. 

(No. 388.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 22, 1884. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 787 of the 9th instant, informing me of the 
sentences passed by the court-martial at Abassyeh on the mutineers of the Turkish 
battalion of the Egyptian army, and forwarding a letter from the President of the 
Court expressing the acknowledgment of the members for the services rendered by 
Mr. Cameron during the proceedings. I have to instruct you to express to 
Mr. Cameron my satisfaction at earing of the value attached by the Court to those 
services. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 309. 


( 1 -) 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 23, 1884, 4 P.M. 

SUBSTANCE of my recent telegrams is repeated in Reuter’s telegrams from. 
Cairo. Such publications might prove inconvenient. 

( 2 .) 

The Marquis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, August 23, ISSl, 4*46 P.M. 

Please state detailed amount of rolling-stock on Assouan and Haifa lines, and 
any measures you have taken to increase it. 


Sir J. S. Lumley to Earl Granville,—(Received August 23.) 

(No. 131.) 

My Lord, Rome, August 20, 1884. 

STATEMENTS having appeared in some foreign, as well as in several Italian 
papers, to the elfeet that Prince Bismarck has written a letter to M. Maneini, in which 
he has expressed his warmest thanks for the cordial support given by the Italian 
Representative at the late Conferc'nce in London to the proposal made by Count 
Munster concerning sanitary ri'forms in Egypt, I find, on inquiry at the I'^orcign 
Office, that no such letter has been ri'ccivcd by the Italian Government, but that 
M. de Kcndell, the Gorman Ambassador, has received a despatch from Berlin 
expressing the satisfaction of Prince Bismarck at the support given to his proposal by 
Count Nigra, of which he has informed M. Maneini, and that Count Ilatzfeldt 
has expressed the same to Count do Launay, the Italian ^linister at Berlin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. SAVILE LUMLEY. 


No. 312. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 24, 8 p.M.) 

(No. 554.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 24, 1884, 7 P.M. 

HAVE reeffived telegram from Kitchener dated Hebheh 23rd. Deserter from 
cnemv on Kordolan road says they have 150 cavalry, altogether 3,000 men. They arc 
noAV at Am Ellib, six hours ‘olT Debbeh, and arc sending letters to people on river. 
They were going to join Hoda, but had elianged plan. Kordofan news, fifteen days 
old,*Mahdi'still at Gabcldaycr or Rahag, expected to go to Khartoum in a month. 
Arms, guns, &c., havi' been sent under Emir Abu Geyab, Christians safe in Obcid. 
Kitchener expects Mudir of Dongola at Debbeh to-inorrmv, and regrets want of 
cavalry. 
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No. 313. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 24.) 

<No. 826. Ext. 654.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 24, 1884. 

I HAVE tlie honour to inclose copy of a telegram from Major i^tchener, dated 
yesterday, reporting the capture of a slave deserting from the enemy on the Eordofan 
road, and giving his account of the movements of the enemy, both on the Nile and in 
Kordofan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 313. 

Major Kitchener to Mr. Egerton and General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Debhah (?), August 23, 1884. 

SLAVE was caught last night by my Arabs deserting from enemy on the 
Kordofan road. He says they have 150 cavalry with them and more coming, altogether 
3,000 men. They are now at Am Ellil [six] hours from here, where there arc three 
wells, and are sending letters to people on the river. 

Slave says intention was to join Heddai [Hoda], hut finding him weak they are 
going to attack Saleh. 

I cannot believe tliis, as they have been steadily moving on here away from 
Saleh’s direction. 

I think slave may he spy, and have got him guarded. 

Kordofan news fifteen days old. 

Mahdi still at Jchel Ragag, near Oheid. Expected to go to Khartoum in a month. 
Arms, guns, &c., have been sent there under Emir Abu Gergab. 

None of the soldiers are allowed to go for fear of their deserting. Christians safe 
in Obeid. Mudir expected here day after to-morrow. I wish we had some cavalry 
here. 


No. 314. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 25.) 

(No. 795.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 12, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 771 of the 6th instant, I have the honour to 
inclose herewith copy of a despatch from Captain Speedy reporting that Ras Aloula, the 
Abyssinian Commander-in-chief, has been malciug a razzia in the Bogos territory, and 
that this mav alienate the loyal tribes on the frontier. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 314. 

Captain Speedy to Mr. Egerton. 

Sir, Massowah, July 30, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to I’eport, for your information, that Ras Aloula, the 
Abyssinian Commander-in-ebief, entered the territory of Bogos on the 24th instant, 
with a largo force, and up to the present date has been plundering the cattle of the 
Ad-Te-Maryam, Tekli, and Mcssalhit tribe's. 

It is reported that Ain, some fifty miles from Massowah, on the direct road to 
Keren, where there is an Egyptian “muhatta” (halting-place) containing forty 
soldiers, a Bashi-Bazouk had been killed a little Avay beyond the zereba, and that 
seven soldiers of the Telegraph Department had been arrested, and their arms and 
ammunition taken. 
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Eour of the seven managed to escape on the 27th instant, and corroborated what 
had been reported. 

The Ras Aloula, for some years past, has periodically committed razzias on the 
country. He may in this case have demanded tribute, and on the tribes demurring, 
have acted as summarily as usual. 

I have written to him on the subjc'ct, but expect a reply that the country in 
question belongs to Abyssinia and therefore that his action was justified. 

The immediate consequences may prove serious, for it is currently reported that 
the tribes hitherto loyal to the Khedive, viz., Tlabbab, Beni Amer, Hamran, and 
Shukrie, prefer anything rather than becoming subjects of a Christian Monarch, who 
converts whole tribes to Christianity by the sword. 

It may even be doubted Avhetlier King .Tolin has the ability to do anything to 
assist the evacuation, and it is quite possible that Ras Aloula, Ras Michael, and the 
other leaders are merely looking forward to a grand foray, on a larger scale than usual, 
and as soon as they have amassed enough booty in cattle, &c., they Avill return to their 
highlands as rapidly as they came. 

The Sub-Governor of IMassowah also showed me a letter from Kantiba Ilamcd, 
Chief of the llabbabs, stating that he was summoned by Ras Aloula to pay tribute to 
liim in future. Kantilia therefore requests a force of Egyptian soldiers to defend him 
or to bo allowed to place himself and his tribe under British protection. As either of 
these requests may be undesirable to grant, it remains for the Habbabs to submit 
to the Abyssinians or join the rebel tribes whom they have hitherto kei^t at arm’s 
length. 

From the Abyssinian point oF view, there is mueh to prove that the Habbab 
belong to them; their langnage is Ethiopie, they were Christians till 1810, and the 
word “ Kantiba ” is in use all over Abyssinia. Further, the llabbabs own largo tracts 
of grazing land in Bogos territory at Asgaddy Bakla, &c., and occupy the sea-coast 
betAveen Agig down 1 o MassoAvah. 

I liaAT, &c. 

(Signed) TRISTRAM C. S. SPEEDY. 


No. 315. 

i\ir. Egerton to Earl Granville. —(Received August 25.) 

(No. 797.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 12, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 537 of to-day’s date, I have the honour to 
inclose the text of Major Kitchener’s telegram of the 11th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 315. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Debbeh, August 11, 1884. 

YOURS 221 receh^cd. 

I understfind 1 must send this cypher to Gordon in present cypher, as I have no 
other here. 

Messenger loaves to-day for Saleh, six days olf. I liaA'o his clerk here. There is 
little di)ubt Sheikhs have gone to iMahdi under Saleh’s cousin Garnish [PJ, leaving 
only 250 slaves Avith Saleh, Avho is too afraid of being attaeked [?]. I have told him 
I Avill go half Avay to meet him [two linos undecypherablc] very pleasant. 

I recommend strongly Mustapha, IMudir of Dongola, to bo decorated Avith third 
class “ Nishun.” For Noureddin Elfondi, Medjidle, and Ersali Etfcndi, fourth class; 
for Sabit bllfondi, Nazar-el-Kism, Bim])ashi Suleiman [llcdjsordah ?] Vakil, fifth 
class; for ICc'lik Agh and Saul Hussein, fifth class. I will find out all about roads 
betAveen Debbeh and Khartoum. Should tliere be advance this is a siAlendid position 
for fort. Opi'ii country all round. 
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No. 316. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 25.) 

(No, 798.) 

Tiortlj Cah'Of August 13j 1884. 

WITn reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 270 of the 18th ultimo, I have 
the honour to inclose copy of a letter from Captain Speedy, dated the 5th instant, 
stating that, as he had to go to Sanheit, he had begged King John to scud a trust¬ 
worthy messenger to receive the ratifications of the Treaties with Abyssinia, and the 
letter of Her Majesty the Queen to King John. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEKTON. 


Inclosm’e in No. 316. 

Captain Speedy to Mr. Egerton. 

Sii'j Massowah, August 5, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your, letter of the 19th ultimo, 
informing me of your telegram regarding the Queen’s ratifications of the two Treaties 
with Abyssinia and Her Majesty’s letter to King John. 

The telegram itself only reached me yesterday (the 4th) by Egyptian steamer 
from Aden. Your letter was brought by Mason Bey on the 1st August, per Her 
Majesty’s ship “Turquoise.” 

I purpose accompanying Mason Bey to Sanheit (Bogos) in a few days, and I have 
written to the Negusa Negust, saying that owing to my presence being required at 
Sanheit I begged His Majesty to send a ti’ustworthy officer to receive Her Majesty’s 
letter and the two Treaties lately ratified by the Queen. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) TRISTRAM 0. S. SPEEDY. 


No. 317. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville,—{Received August 25.) 

(No. 799.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 13, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 719 of the 21st ultimo, I have the honour 
to inclose hereivith copy of a despatch from Captain Speedy, reporting that he was 
leaving for Sanheit on the 9th instant witli Mason Bey, in order to carry out the 
evacuation of that territory by the Egyptian garrisons. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 317. 

Captain Speedy to Mr. Egerton. 

Sir, Massowah, August 5, 1884. 

WITH reference to your letter dated Cairo, the 22nd ultimo, informing me that 
Mason Bey had been appointed to conduct the evacuation of the Egyptian forts of 
Kassala, Amadeb, Gallabat, Girri [? DjiraJ, and Sanheit (Bogos), and that I, on the 
other hand, was designated to act with and advise the Abyssinians in their operations 
for executing the Treaty. 

I have tlic honour to express my readiness to carry out the instructions of Her 
Majesty’s Government to the best of my power and ability. 

Mason Bey having determined to proceed to Sanheit (Bogos) on Saturday, the 
9th instant, t think it advisable to accompany him; as, owing to Ras Aloulah’s 
presence in that territoiy, it will be easier to communicate with the Abyssinians. 

News was lately brought by an Italian named Caprotti that Gallabat had 
sm'rendcrcd to the Mahdi on the 6th June. 2,000 Abyssinians had arrived some days 


previously to suecour the town, but fearing to encounter the rebel force, retired 
precipitously back into Abyssinia, taking Signor Caprotti with them. 

Signor Caprotti afterwards heard that the number of the rebels was but twenty- 
five men, 

I shall take every opportunity of informing you of the state of affairs on the 
frontier. 

I lltlVC 

(Signed) ’ TRISTRAM C. H. SPEEDY. 


No. 318. 

Mr. Egei’ton to Earl Granville.—(Received Aur/ust 25.) 

(No. 801.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 14, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram received yesterday from 
Colonel Chermside respecting the state of affairs and movement of the tribes near 
Suakin. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 318. 

Colonel Chermside to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 13, 1884. 

CONSIDER Beni Amers should be supported if necessary; subsidized at in’csent 
moment. “Woodlark” reports their dei)endents Ageeg most loyal. I cannot reach 
them thence now. Mason might be instructed to support if Abyssinians disappoint 
us; Beni Amers could do much; they can also inllucnce southern Hadendowas. Am 
attempting to isolate Hadendowas. Sending fresh letters. Bakhost and Mursa, of 
Filita; ship leaves for Ageeg this Aveek. Daily messengers from and to Amaras. 
Written terms to Doav Handub and Hamid. Chief Amnar leave to-day; give aud 
take hostages, and meet them self. 


No. 319. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 25.) 

(No. 803.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 16, 1884. 

THE inclosed Report of one of the Police Inspectors just returned from a tour of 
inspection in Upper Egypt, sIioavs that during the last foAv Aveeks a marked change for 
the better is appreciable amongst the more ardently IMahoramedan portion of the 
population ; the Christians are less alarmed, aud a check seems to have taken place in 
the progress of Mahdiism. 

From this Report there seem to have been much exaggeration in many of the 
reports emanating from Christians respecting the disturbed state of the country; on 
the other hand, had no British soldiers and sailors been sent up the river, and no signs 
been ghx'u of a determinatioji to stop the adAaneo of Mahdiism, I feel no doubt but 
that the fears of the Christians Avould, in some instances at least, haAX proved well- 
grounded. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 319. 

The Divisional Inspector of Police, Assiout, to the Inspector-General of Police, Cairo. 

(Confidential.) Assiout, August 1L, 1884. 

I HAA^E the honour to report my arrival hero on the evening of the 12th instant 
from my tour of inspection of the police of this division between here and Korosko. 





I have visited every station, and many of tlie principal ones twice, with the 
exception of lEamra Doom, in Keneh and Gcheneh, Kowamil, Gihle, Bardico, Gam, 
Beil Daoud, and El Ivhiam, in Ghirgch districts ; these, owing to intervening canals 
being suddenly filled hy the rise of the Nile, and their being situated some distance 
inland, I could not have reached without great loss of time, and as you telegraphed me 
to hurry back to Assiout, I deemed it advisal)Ie to leave them for another trip, I 
have kept a full diary, which takes more the form of a llcport, and a copy of which 
I will send you hy an early post. 

1 would merely remark noAv that the police force south of this on the Avhole 
present a smart appearance, and in this respect, and in the Avay their arms and 
accoutrements arc kept, leave little to he desired; but in many stations I found that 
their duties were not being well performed, the discipline, lax, and a groat many 
irregularities and disobedience to standing orders being allowed 1)y the olficcrs in 
charge, and in several instances I had to make examples of some of the ofienders. 

Begarding the state of feeling of the Mahommedans I have already addressed 
you —re Keneh district—and my remarks Avill apply to the rest of the division, 
though I Avould add that during the last few weeks a very marked difference is notice¬ 
able in the tone of many Avbo hitherto had been inclined to give vent to feelings of 
friendship towards the Mabdi, and, as a matter of course, the Christian population are 
much more at their ease. 

It is reported also that further north, beyond the police districts, a great check in 
the moA'cment has of late taken place, and discussions arc beginning between the 
tribes themselves. 

All this is, doubtless, attributable to the appearance of some decided action on the 
part of the English Government, and the sending of troops to here, Kcucli, and 
Assouan. The naval elFect of the English gun-boats, and their rapid movements from 
place to place, is excellent. 

I rode on horseback from Assouan to Korosko along the cast bank of the Nile, 
accompanied by only two mounted orderlies, visiting the police stations of Embackab 
and Shaterraa, 'and passing through places Avhcrc the people are said to be eminently 
disloyal. Everywhere I met witirthc greatest civility, not to say hospitality. I took 
every oiiportunity of conversing with the Sheikhs and loading men, and I am more 
than ever convinced that the mass of the jiopulation haA'c no desire Avhatever to rebel 
against the Government; but there are, of course, always a certain number of cvil- 
dfsposed persons who, apart from airy religious feelings, think to derive some advantage 
hy the opportunity tliey would be alForded of groat^cr liberty of action to carry out 
their designs, and who'cousoquontly preach seditious sentiments to the pi'ople—the 
arrest of one or tAVO of these individuals has had a most salutary elfect. '■fhe majority 
of the people, even amongst the poorest (and aboA’e Assouan their poverty is apparent), 
are sufficiently intelliginU to sec that they Avould reap no advantage Avhatev('r by 
espousing the iMahdi’s cause, and can see quite Avell that oA^n Avcrc he successful in 
his mission and came to their parts, he Avould liaA'c nothing to offc'r them, and they 
AA'Ould have all to lose. Should, hoAvever, his power appear iu the ascendant, and 
there to be a probability of his coming further north, they Avould, doubtless, throAV in 
their lot Avith his, simply from fear; but they have at present no intention or wish to 
rebel. The reports that gain ground of the disturbed state of the couutry are greatly 
exaggerated, and in mosf instances their origin may be traced to the Copts, Avho, from 
bein", as a rule, the better conditioned class, and Avho ply a remunerative trade as 
ustu-ers to the fellaheen, receive the semi-jocose taunts of the Mahommedans, “ that 
their interest will be paid on the arrival of the Mabdi,” in real earnest. 

(Signed) BUSLEY, 


No. 320. 

M;-. Efjerton to Earl Crrauvillc.—(Ecrcived Aiujust 25.) 

(No. 805. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, August IG, 1884. 

‘ 1 llETUBNED r rom Alexandria the day before last, having spent a day there. 

[ had a long conversation with the Klualive. 

Amongst other subjects, I spoke to llis Highness respecting the signatures of 
certain members of the Legislative Council to the Address (see my despatch No. 790) 
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to a journalist whose only claim to notice Avas derived from his jAcrsistent abuse of 
England. 

^ I found that Ilis Ilighncss sincerely disapproved of the step taken by tlie 
Notables, and he had bitterly reproached them for their folly. There was, at one 
time, a question of dismissing the members of the Council avIio had signed the 
Address, but on the whole it was judged best to avoid, on this occasion, having 
recourse to extreme measures. 

As for the demonstrations got up by foreigners at Alexandria in favour of the 
immediate payment of the indemnities (such as that reported in my despatch No. 792 
of the 10th instant), he objected to Ihc agitation, and 1 feel convinced that any of the 
KhediA'o’.s household or irieiids must be fully aAA'arc that they would incur Ilis 
Highness’ heavy displeasure by mixing in anything of the sort. 

By application to the Consuls these' df'inonstrations haA'o been, in some measure, 
checked, as is shoAvn by the inclosed lettc'v of the Governor of Alexandria; but I 
understand that this atternoon a meeting Avill bo held at Alexandria for the purpose 
of presenting a Petilion, through the GoATmor, for the payment of the indemnities. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEBTON. 

P.S.—I have since learnt that the demonstration Avas made quietly, and that 
order prevailed. 

E. n. E. 


Inclosure in No. 320. 

Osman Pasha Orji to Niibar Pasha. 

Excellence, Ale.vnndrie, le 11 Aout, 1884, 

Ainsi quo jc I’avais annonce dans ma depechc de cc matin je m’empresse de 
soumettre ii votn^ Ex(*ellencc le rdsultat dcs demarches faites par MIM, Ics Consuls a 
Pelfet d’em])echer les deinonslrations projetees par lours sujots. 

JM. le. Consul d’ltalici fit a])polor h's (diets du meeting d’hicr, pour la plupart 
Italiens, tcls qu’un nomme; Attilio Ninci, jeuiu' frere d’nn avoeat de ce nom ; le jcuno 
Zumbroso, fr(>re du banquicr, uu certain Sabbag, agent do ebango, et il les exhorta h, 
renoncer a Icurs projets. Jls (hiclarerent n’avoir point qualite do s’engager an nom 
de la mass(', (pi’un Comitii di'A'ra (''■ti'c nomnu', qui fixera le jour oil la nouvello 
demonstration devra aA'oir lieu, et on avisera I’autorite locale un jour a PaA’ance ct 
qu’ils s’cngagynt a n’y ])ermet1ri' aucun aetc hostile ni quelque ddsordre quo co soit. 
DcAxant ci'ite insistance ]\I. le Consul croit inutile do rccourir a d’autres moyens alors 
quo la persuasion a cti; impuissante a les ddtournor do lour insolution, ct du moment 
(ju’ils out promis de conserAX'r une attitude raisonnablc ct pacifiquo. II est d’avis que 
CCS individus, qui no semblent point directement interess(5s a la question, sont pouss^s 
2 )ar des pi'rsojmes occiqiant unc ccrtaiiic position dans lo commerce ct dans la Banque, 
ct il a ajoutii que, dans tons les cas, son concours no manquera jias pour aider l’autorit6 
a maintenir I’ordro. 

Les rares Eram/ais qui avaient pris part si'condaircment a la demonstration (Phier 
ont jiromis aujourd’hui a leur Consul do s’abstenir idtericuremont. 

M. Ic Consul d<' Gri'cc cst A’cnu me trouver [lersonncllcmcut ct m’a assuifi cpi’il 
cmjiloicrait toute son inlluence sur ses sujiTs jiour (nnpiVlu'r tout desordro de leur iwrt, 
ot jiossiblement, toute jiarticiiiation a la (ieinonstration jirojeti'c. 

De mon cfilc, j’ai pris toutes h's mesures jiossibles afin quo lo bon ordre soit 
assuri', el j(' suis pict a exi'cutt'r tons les ordros qiu' A'otre Excellence jugera con- 
A'cnablc de me donuer. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Sigiffi) OSMAN OBEI, Gouverneur d’Alexandrie. 
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No. 321. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville. — {Reccu'cd August 25.) 

My Lowi^ Cairo, August 17, 1884. 

^ I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram received to-day from 

Colonel Chermsidc. , „ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


Inclosure in No. 321. 

Colonel Chermside to Colonel Wataon. 

(Telegraphic.) Smhri, August li, 

DIGNA’S following much reduced ; 3,000 left in direction of Abbai. 
Demonstration active probably to conceal weakness. Is attempting mcendiaiism, 

a house was burnt close under our works. , --n n , ±1 „ 

We have cordon double Egyptian sentries. Petrolcurs approach till tired on, then 
shout curses. A few riflemen approach 100 metres from works. Last night one ot 
1st battalion, one of camel corps, two civilians wounded, one killed, borne tbousanus 
of empty cartridges, and some hundreds Ml picki'd up since 13th. ^ 

Eour male and four female deserters report enemy has casualties every nigbt. 

I have arrested four men as spies. o, , a 

Sixty foot and mounted enemy iired upon by forts 3 r.w. yesterday. Cavalry and 
mounted infantry pursued up to thick bush. Killed one camel. 

Sent ship to Agig yesterday. 


No. 322. 

King John of Ethiopia to Her Majesty the Queen.— {Received August 25.) 

(TiausMi^^.^ i-eceivcd your honourable letter, wrilteniu the forty-seventh year of your 
reio-n, with the presents: two guns with ammunition, twelve iMartim-ircnry rilb's and 
ammunition, five fine rifles, one big rifle, two rcvohvrs, one silk tent, two carpets by 
the hand of Hear-Admiral Sir William llcwett, Commauder-in-cluef ol Her Majesty s 
ships. I am very much touched by your Majesty’s kindness. x i 

As vour Maiestv has opened the port of Massowah for me, I hope the Lord may 
open thc'gati' of 1 leaven for you and your Ministers, who have been such a comlort 

to me. „ xr • i > 1 • 

I hope I may always enjoy the benefit of your Majesty s advice. _ _ 

Bv vour Majesty’s giving me a'uns and ammunition on a previous occasion i 
maintained myself King. And I am thankful for all you have done on this oceasion. 

A country Avithout a ])ort is of no use (blind). , n ai • 

I wish for the port of iMassoAiah, under an English Protectorate, tor Abyssinia, 

as it formerly belonged to the Kings of Abyssinia. , , 

Hear-Admiral Sir Mfllliam llewett told me half t lu‘ profits of Massowah Custom- 
house Avill be mine, and I asked him to Iuiam' this Avritten in the Treaty ; but he says, 
not unless I obtain the permission of the English Government. 

Written at Axum, the lOlh June, 1581. 


No. 323, 

Kina John of Ethiopia to Her Majesty the Queen.—(Received at the Foreign Office, 

August 25.) 

(TransMion.)^^^^^^ of Jesus Christ, letter from Johannes made by the Almighty King 

of Zion. King of Kings of Ethiopia. e r 

To the honourable great Queen Victoria, by the grace of God, Queen ot Groat 

Britain and Ireland, Empress of India, and its dependencies. 


199 


Since I Avrote my last letter, hoAv is your Majesty ? Thank God I and my army 
arc quite Avell, by the grace of God of Saints. 

1 send by my trusted Chiefs, Lidgc IMcrcha and Lidgc Mashasha, the Treaty letters 
to be scaled and signed and brought back to me soon. 

Written the 19th June, 1881, at Axum. 


No. 324. 

King John of Ethiopia to Lord Napier of Magdala.—(Received August 25.) 
(Translation.) 

IN the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, blessed be his name. Amen. 

A letter from Johannes, made by the Almighty King of Zion, King of Kings of 
Ethiopia. 

To my distinguished and honourable friend, Lord Napier of IMagdala, General of 
Her Britannic Maji'sty. 

Since I saAv you, how have yon been ? By the grace of God and your suppli¬ 
cation, I and my subjects are Avell. 

I received your friendly letter, AAwitten in London, by the hand of Admiral 
Hewott. 

When I read it I was very glad, as it informed me to listen to the advice of the 
Admiral, and choose this time for making peace Avith the Egyptians. 

As you have made me happy, I hope you will bo happy in IIcaA'cn. 

Everylhing is settled, except INIassoAvah. As you are my friend, I hope you Avill 
speak to the Queen and liaA'c it restored to me. 

Witten at Axum, the 19th June, 1884. 


No. 325. 

The Marquis of Hurting ton to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson.—{Communicated to 

the Foreign Office, August 25.) 

Sir, War Office, August 22, 1881. 

SINCE the date of my last despatch of the 15th instant I have received from 
you, and have sent to you, the telegrams inclosed. I gather from thosi* that, in acting 
on the instructions communicated to you in iny despatch of the 8th instant, you 
haA'o, up to this date, based your iirojiarations on a scheme of oiierations AAdiich is 
substantially that sketched out in the lleport of Commander Ilaimnill, dated 
4th August. 

I also learn from your telegram of the 21st instant that, Avhilcit is in yourojiiniou 
possible by the means indicated in that Beport to send the small force described in my 
despatch of the 8th to Noav Dongola, it Avould not be practicable by those means to 
push forward such a force as AA'ould, in your opinion, be required to reach Khartoum, 
and to bring it back Avithin tlu' next Avinter. 

Inlluenced by this consideration, you state that your OAvn opinion is still, if such 
an operation should bo undertaken, in favour of the Siiakin-Berber route. 

Eor the reasons stated in my despatch of the Sth, I am not nOAV prepared to 
authorize a movement on that lino, and, relying on the opinions of the officers referred 
to in my despatch ef the 15th, I am still of opinion that an ex})odition depiniding 
mainly on small boats for the transport of the troops and their supplies is practicable, 
AA^ouhl be atteiuh'd Aiitli the least amount of risk, and Avoiild olfer the best means of 
bringing back the troops engaged before the cominoncement of the hot season, and as 
soon as the object of the expedition had been accomplished. I have therefore telegraphed 
to you that I adhere to this plan, and I luiA'e further directed that 100 ucav boats should 
bo provided in addition to the 400 already ordered, Avith the view of providing the 
necessary transport for the larger forei' Avhich it may be found necessary to dispatch 
in support of the brigade Avhich Avould, in the first instance, be sent to Dongola. I 
haA'O further instructed you that the measures Avhich you are taking shall be in 
conformity Avith this di'cisioii. 

It will not be inconsistent with these instructions that you should continue 
the pri'parations on Avhich you arc uoav actively engaged for collecting a force and 
supplies at IVady Haifa or Sarras; though, as I pointed out in my last despatch, I do 
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not think it cTcsiraLlc actually to move to AYacly Haifa a larger number of men than 
is necessary mucli before tbc time at 'wbicb it would bo possible for tbem to proceed 

further. . xtm 

I hope, therefore, that you will not send any more British troops up the Nile, 
unless they arc actually required for working parties, and I trust it will be possible 
largely to utilize the Egyptian troops for that purpose. 

1 also approve of your making such provision as you may be able of serviceable 
native boats for use on tlio river, between Semueb and llannek; and I have 
authorized you to try to pass two steamers up the Second Cataract, if you arc satisfied 
that you can immediately replace them. 

1 have, liowcver, to point out to you tliat, desirable as it is to increase the 
transport a\ ailabh' above the Second Cataract, it is, having regard to the plan 
which I liave adopted oE making use of small boats capable of being propelled by 
their own crews above the cataracts, of the first and chief iniportaiice that tbc ihf'i’ 
transport between Assioutand the Second Cataract should be maintained in a condition 
of complete cflicicncy, and I desire that notbing should be done Avhich Avould tend to 

impair it. « 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HAETINGTON. 


No. 326. 

The Jihivquis of Hartington io Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stepheiison, (^Communicated to 

the Foreign Office, August 25.) 

gir, War Office, August 22, 1884. 

WITH reference to my telegrams of the 20th and 21st, and yours of the 21st, on 
the subject of tbc practicaf)ility of dispatching immediately a small force to Hongola, 

I desire to explain that mv alteiition has been called io this proposal by .Hr. Egertons 
teh'gram No. .HO, and suhseqiumt ileports transmitted by him from iMajor Kitcheimr. 

°I assumed that the telegram above referred ton as sent after consultation ivith 
vou, and that, in your opinion, tlu' state of atfairs at Hongola was such as would 
it practicable and safe to send there a small loree in adAauec ot any larger expedition 
Avhieh it might hi' decided to dispatch, and also that the moral cll'ect ol^ this iuoac- 
nient might be such as rvould enable Hajor Kitidiener to^ open eomnuiiiieation ^^dh 
General Cordon at Khartoum, and possilily by the aid ot local auxiliaries to enabk 
him to elVeet the withdrawal of himself and the garrison of Khartoum. 

I also assumed that, although it nould he impriuh'iit to undertake tbc moA-ement 
of this small foive to Hongola Avithout having the moans, in case of neei'ssity, of 
suiiiiorting it by a larger force, it A\ouhl, nevertheless, be an opiwation A\hieh might, 
uiuh'r faA'Ourable circumstanees, bi' complete in itself, and Avould not ncccssardy 
iuvolA’c th(‘dispatch of a largiw expedition. , , , i 

It aiipeared to me that as the object of this movement, it muh'rtaken, Avould be 
mainlA" political, it would be of much importance that it should be ellected as lupidly 
as pos"sible, and that the transport of the force on camels Avould be the quickest and 
moA expeditious method. I infi'r, hoAA'CA'er, froin your teh'gram of tlu' 21st, that 
Avhile vou Avould he prepared to send Iavo compauies of mounted infantry partly on 
ponies and partly on camels, you consider it necessary that these troops should ho 
supiiorti'd ov a battalion of infanti'A" and a mountain battery, and that this portion of 
the force should march hy land from Sarras to Tanjour, iirocccding thence by Avater 
transport. It appears to mi' that this proposal AAOuld expose the tioops to a 
trvin"', although a short march in tlu' desert, and also that the movement Aioidd 
occupy so minh time as to diminish materially the adA^autages to bo expected 

I have theri'fore telegraphed to you again rc'qucsting to be lurnished with your 
opinion as to the force you consider it Avouhl be praeticabh' and sale to send on camels, 

and 1 am awaiting your answer to Ibis inquiry. , , tt m n n.. „ 

The moAX'inent of e\’en a small forei' at presi'ut beyond Hady Haifa Aimuld bo a 
stei) in advance of auA" decision yid arrivi'd at by Her Majesty s GoA'crnmenh and 
until i have Ix'en able to eou''Ult t he members ot tbc Cabinet, 1 am unable to give a 
final di'cision upon it. I hope, howc\i't, to be able to eonmumieatc this decision to 
vou Avithoiit nmeh delay. , o., • ^ i • i 

* I have already informed you in my despatch of tlu* Sth instant, and m subse* 
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quent telegrams, that I see grave objections to the advance of Egyptian troops at 
present beyond Wady Haifa or Sarras, and I could not, therefore, give my assent to 
the proposal contained in your third telegram of the 21st, to move to Hongola the 
Egyptian troops therein detailed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HAETINGTON. 


No. 327. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(^Received August 25.) 

(No. 555.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 24, 1884. 

I HAVE telegraphed to Kitchener rather to stop negotiation than risk being cut 
off by the rebels. ° 

Though number of enemy’s forces doubtless much exaggerated, a panic may occur 
at Hongola unless reinforcements arc sent very shortly. 

General Stephenson says that it Avill take three Aveeks or a month at least hefore 
the mounted infantry noAV under orders from Cairo can reach Hongola. In this time 
much mischief may occur difiicult to repair, as Egyptians cannot be sent. May not 
British infantry arriving at TVHdy Haifa be moved up at once to Hongola on camels or 
in boats ? I venture to propose this in order to aAmid chance of the destruction of 
boats, supplies, &c., hy rebels. 

Colvilc, with little more than escort of Bedouins, has gone to Hongola. Eoggaras 
refuse to go to McraAve. 


No. 328. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville .— (Received hy telegraph, August 25.) 

(No. 828. Ext. 555.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 24,1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have telegraphed instructions to IMajor 
Kitchener to beg him to run no risk of being cut off by rebels, and rather to abandon 
negotiations than incur that danger. 

Although, doubtless, the number of the enemy’s force is much exaggerated, still 
there is a danger of a panic occurring at Hongola unless reinforcements be sent there 
very shortly. 

The mounted infantry is now under orders to move up from Cairo to Hongola, 
but General Stephenson says it Avill take at least three Avccks or a month before they 
can get there. 

Much mischief, difficult to repair later, may occur Avithin this time, and I have 
the honour to submit to your Lordship AAdicther, as Egyptian troops may not bo sent, 
it would not be advisable that the British infantry arriving at Wady Haifa should be 
moved up at once on camels or in boats to Hongola. 

I venture to make this suggestion in order to avoid the chance of the destruction 
of boats, supplies, &c., by the rebels. 

Colonel Colvilc has gone to Hongola aceompaniccl by little more than an escort of 
Bedouins. 

The Eoggaras, in Major Kitchener’s absence,' have refused to go to Merawi. 
Having great infiuenee OA^cr them, his absence at Hongola is in this respect a mis¬ 
fortune as regards these Bedouins, the conduct of Avhosc Sheikhs (sons of Hussein 
Pasha Khalifa), and more especially Saleh’s, has not ahvays been free from suspicion. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EHWIN II. EGEETON. 
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No. 329. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 25, 11*45 A.M.) 

ITde^raphic ) Cairo, August 25,1884, 11*40 A.M. 

^ COLONEL COLYILLE went down cataracts of river from Segyt-eLAbel to 
Sarras in boat drawing 3 ft. 6 in. Boats of this class can now sail np to Dongola ; 
would not carry more than twenty men. Eongola boats mostly of tins class, and 

stronger tlian tliosc below cataract. . • j. 

Colville says that steamers can now pass all cataracts excepting that at Haifa, 

Colville reports* Ambigol most difficult of the others. 


No. 330. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

rTplPwranhic.') Foreign Office, August 25, 1884, G*40 I’.M. 

HEB Majesty’s Government consider that the British military authorities should 
have control over the telegraph lines south of Assouan. 


No. 331. 

Eai'l Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 393. Ext. 296.) 26,1884. ^ 

I HAVE this day informed you by telegraph that, in the opinion of Her Majesty s 
Goverament, the British military authorities should have full power to exercise control 
over the Egyptian telegraph lines to the south of Assouan. 

J. QilU^ 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 


No. 332. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hy the War Office, August 25. 

( 1 -) 

The Margins of Lansdowne to the Earl of Derby. 

. Quebec, August 21, 1884. 

TTTBEE HUNDBEH good men could be had on your terms, but raftsmen Irom 
this province and Ottawa district are preferable to Indian “ voyageurs.” Am proceed- 

in" with selection of raftsmen. Ho you approve ? ^ 4. i 4. mi 

” McLund, for familv reasons, cannot accompany party to Egypt, but will mulci- 
takc or^aliization here. ‘Shall I send men over in charge of suitable Canadian officer; 
if so, Avill ho have charge tbroughout the expedition ? 

( 2 .) 

The Furl rf Derby to the Murguis of Lansdowne. 

Downing Street, August 23, 1884. 

AViii- Office rccaicsl you to proceed uill. ciigagcmrat. They are vciuired to 
tahe ehav’c of small hoots in rapid ivoter. Canadian officer mil remain rnth then , 
nyhv. and looking alter them, and taldni; them home rvhen engapmont cca e 11 
poLihIc. select officer who tool; pait in Bed Elver expedition. 11 wanted, lould 300 

more be obtained ? 
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The Margins of Harlington to Lieutenant-General Sir F, Stephenson. 

War Office, August 23, 1884, 4 p.m. 

Yours 22nd. 

Send British mounted infantry on camels, with any Bedouins you may consider 
advisable, as soon as possible to Hongola. 

It has not yet been decided to send any other troops south of Sarras. 

Use your own discretion as to concentration of British troops at Haifa, remember¬ 
ing cost aiid difficulty of feeding them there, and that they must not proceed south of 
Sarras until arrival of boats from England, or receipt of further orders. 

IVhcn mounted infantry reach Hongola, form a large dep6t of supplies there. I 
give you authority to hire or purchase native boats for this purpose, either below or 
above Second Cataract. 

Report to me every steamer that passes up Eirst Cataract. You are only to move 
two steamers up Second Cataract; Avhen these are safely placed south of Semncli, the 
propriety of sending more steamers up will be considered. 


Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marguis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 25, 1884, 2*30 P.M. 

Following from Colville from Sarras :— 

“ Sixty boats at Hongola, Avhich carry forty men or 6 tons of stores each, can be 
sent down to Semnch in six days.” 

lYould not this be preferable for mounted infantry to baggage camels badly 
equipped ? They could thus act as escort for stores. 

llesidcs, I h.'ivc made arrangements for 200 dromedaries for mounted infantry to 
be collected at Hongola. 

Colville left Sarras by boat for Hongola 23rd. 


No. 333. 

Earl Granville to Musurus Pasha. 

M. TAmbassadeur, Foreign Office, August 25, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to acknoAvledge the rcccij)t of your Excellency’s note of the 
31st ultimo, in which you inform me that the Sublime Porte are unable to accept the 
agreement arrived at betAveen tins country and France preliminary to the late 
Conference on the financial atVairs of Egypt, in view of their desire to maintain intact 
the sovereign rights of the Sultan over Egypt. 

I have also had the honour to receive the telegram from the Porto of the 19th 
instant Avhich your Excellency has been good enough to communicate to mo, relative 
to the desire of ihs Turkish Government that a term should bo fixed for the duration 
of the military oecupation of Egypt by this country. 

I beg leave to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government quite 
understand the objection entertained by the Porte to an indefinite occupation of 
Egypt by Her Majesty’s troo])s, objection in Avhich they themselves fully share. 
They desire to bo relieved from the burden and responsibility wdiich now weigh upon 
them at the earliest date wdiich their obligation Avill alloAV. 

Her Majesty’s Government conceive that the Imperial GoA*ornment will not fail 
to accept their assurances as being given from that sincere desire to CA^acuate Egypt 
at as early a period as possible Avhich they have throughout entertained and expressed, 
notwithstanding much opposition to such a policy and advice from many dilferi'iit 
quarters in support of an unlimited or indefinite' prolongation of the present military 
occupation. 

Her Majc'sty’s GoA'ernment regret that the Porto has not yet conn' to any decision 
^Adth regard to the oecupation of the ports in the Red Sea. 'I'he ineoin'enionce Avhich 
may arise from indecision in this matter must be obvious to the Turkish Government, 
botli as rc'gards its OAvn interests and tho action of Her Majesty’s Government, 
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altliougli the question may appear 
the Ministers of the Sultan. 


of secondary importance to others in the eyes of 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 334. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 26, 11-45 A.M.) 


(TekimDliic.) . 26, 1884. 

KITCHENER telegraphed yesterday that Mudir was expected at Dehhch as 
to-day with large force of natives he has raised. Mudh lias at last ordered expedition 
to go from Dehheh to Merau c. Kitchener has asked leave of General Wood to accom- 
pa^y it to sec about defence of this position. Kitchener thinks force from Kordofan 
threatening Dongola may decamp, as they appear very neiuoiis. 


No. 335. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— (Received by telegraph, August 26.) 

Sr^Lm-d 26^,1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from Major Kitehenor, 
reporting that an expedition is about to start for Meraivc, and proposing that he 

should accompany it. -no 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EHWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 335. 
Major Kitchener to Mr. Egerton. 


Dehhuh, August 25, 1884. 


(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR last message unintelligible in parts. 

Mudir is expected hero to-morrow with large force of natives he has raiseii. 

A letter has been sent to Mudir from new Emir from Kordofan, stating Mudii 
has deceived them, and that he vill hnish him. I expect, however, they will decamp, 
as I hear they arc very nervous. 

Mudir has at last ordered expedition to go from licrc to iMerav c. 

I think I should accompany it, to see about defence of position. I have asked 
Sirdar, and (‘xpect answer from Korosko. 

MTth reference to my telegram about camels, some time would be neccssaiy to 
collect them. 


No. 336. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 26, 1 P.M.) 


(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 26,1884,12 15 p.m. 

MUDIR of Dongola telegraphs that a large part of the men ho lias sent lor 
hauling vessels at cataracts has arrived at Amka, near M ady Halla, and that rest will 
be there in one or two days, and adds it may bo difficult to keep these men together 
without they have work. 
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No. 337. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 26. 

The Marepuis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

TF«r Office, August 26, 1884, 3 P.M. 

EGERTON recommends Rritish infantry being sent on camels to Dongola. If 
you think it safe to do so, send one battalion as soon as possibh' on camels or by boat, 
as you may deem most expedient. I presume camels mentioned in yours of 21st 
would suffice. 

Let me know how many rounds and rations you send u ith it. 


No. 338. 

E The Earl of Duffeiin to Earl Granville.—(Received August 27.) 

(No. 282.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 23, 1884. 

ON Monday, the 11th instant, I took advantage of the friendly message nbich 
your Lord.ship instructed me to deliver io the Porte in reference to the attitude C)f the 
Turkish Reprosentatii'e at the recent Cfmb'vence to converse nilh tlu'Grand Vizier 
at some length upon the general aspects of Egyptian alfairs. I observed to his High¬ 
ness that now tliat the Conference had failed, and tliat the European Powers bad 
refused to accept the proposals of England for tin' mitigation of the excessive burden 
of debt under which the Egyjhian population \\as labouring, my Government again 
found itself called upon to di'al with the Egyptian question in accordance with its own 
lights and the dictates of its OAvn conscience. I uas instructed, honcvi'r, to inform 
his Highness that the freedom of action no had thus reacquiri'd did not imiily any 
disposition on the part of Her Majesty’s Government to withdran the assurances 
already conveyed to the Porte in refeinuco to the Impi'rial rights of the Sultan, 
provided His IMajesty was prepared to do his part in cordially assisting us to arrive at 
the desired sottloment of the Egyptian question. A most favourable opportunity had 
been created for the establishment of a thorough understanding between England and 
Turkey upon this point. His Highness was, 1 kiu'w, convinced that the Sultan would 
he unlikely to recinvi' such favourable consideration at the hands of any other possible 
set of Minisf(‘r-, in England as that with wdiich ]\fr. Gladstoiu' and your Lordship wore 
desirous of treating liim. Nor was tlu're any Eurojiean Power Avith whose owm 
interests the maintenance of His iMaji'sty’s political status and religious prestige At^as 
so compatibh' as it Avas Avith those of England. Although bound to prevent any 
illegitimate eneroaehments upon the privileges and autonomy acquired by Egypt under 
pre-existing Pirmans, the more beloved and Aencrated the 8ultan became by his 
subjects, A\heth('r in Arabia or amongst the xifrican populations, the better pleased AA-e 
should be. Prance, and perhaps other ^Mediterranean PoAvers, might view any 
accession to his moral intluencc Avith jealousy and disfavour, but there Avas no reason 
why this should be the case a\ ith us. 

Although I Avas not authorized to make his Highness any specific propositions, I 
felt myself safe in assuring him that were the Porte to adopt such an attitude as Avould 
proAm to Europe that a\ e Avere acting in Egypt in cordial sympathy Avith its desires, avc 
upon our part Avould be ready to consider most carefully in Avhat Avay Ave could best 
meet its Avishos, respect its susceptibilities, assure its rights, and enhance its con¬ 
sideration in the Mussulman Avorld. Such a unanimity of action and feeling would 
secure a settlement in the Valley of the Nile Avliich could not fail to he mutually 
advantageous. 

I Avas hound to observe, however, on the other hand, that if the Porte, 
encouraged by the difficultii's created for us by untow ard circumstances, or by tho 
dissidences in the councils of Europe in reference to our financial proposals, continued 
to maintain an attitude, if not of hostility, at all cA'ents of suspicious and unfriendly 
ambiguity, thus harassing us in the discharge of our benevolent task, aggravating our 
cmbarrassmciits, and multiplying the sacrifices avc Averc called upon to make, such a 
condition of public opinion would be generated in England as might force Her 
Majesty’s Go\ eminent to abandon the self-denying, scrupulous, and conscientious lino 
of action they AA'ere so bent on pursuing in the teeth of clamour at home and 
discouragement abroad. 

The bearings of the political situation Avcrc patent to every one, and the lino of 
j468] 3 G 
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conduct I ms suggesting to Ms nigtaoss yas such as, mrc I myscK the Grand Vizier 

^ sSpaS;~fl “m 

friendMreMr HoF« recognize the truth o£ the ohsenyt.ons I ^d “ade 

ron;ri;j^erhc"ionofv^^^^^ 

bv tlie able and energetic men who bad been sent tbitbei by bn^la , » 

strife of Parliamentarv controversy, and tlic exciting events connected vitb the var m 

H“l=HS%‘S=a-ris 

concluded uent oeeasion the Minister for Foreign AiTairs, recurring to my eon- 

SHKas:Sis““”SSSli=i= 

withstanding these assurances of the INIinistcrs, I am bound to inform your 

Eoynt, the coni,.ntmeut of her poimlation. 1 r-it « 

f vt? H e Us of evi.rus and ivhoso natural hent it is to exercise its native 

Count Loiti, utiii^ jiupaiLu even should AVC succeed 

Irl Mur^tiUnnidn^ a^istanee of the Porte to our Hgyptian ,,olK|y, 

liotSeil we may mahe in order to obtain such an advantage will really secure Itis 
:Majesty’s sincere and loyal co-operation. ^ 

(Signed) DUPFEillN. 
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No. 339. 


The Earl of Dufferin to Earl Granville.—{Received August 27*) 

(No, 280. Seeret.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, August 23, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship, for the information 
of Tier Majesty’s Government, a translation of a telegram which has come into my 
hands addressed by the Sublime Porte to the Ottoman Ambassador in London, asking 
for certain information respecting Lord Northbrook’s mission to Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DUEFEEIN. 


Inclosiirc in No. 339. 

Asshn Pasha to Musurus Pasha. 

(Secret.) 

(Traduction.) 

(Telcgraphiqiic.) Constantinople, le 10 Aoiit, 1884. 

LA Sublime Porte pout parfaitement sc pretcr a approuver toute demarche et 
mesurc quo rAnglctcrrc croira a-propos dc prendre cn figypte a la suite dc la dissolu¬ 
tion do la Conference. Cependaut la Sublime Porto cst jiistifiec d’avoir qiielque 
hesitation, en presence dc la condiiitc inconvenante dii Khedive envers Ic Gouyerne- 
ment Imperial. La Sublime Porte nc nianqiicrait pas dc consentir a la separation du 
Soudan a condition quo co soit fait, en cas dc hesoin, avoc le consentement du 
Goiiverncment Imperial, ainsi qii’a la reduction convenablc do I’interet aiix conditions 
comiucs, ct il no saurait egalement s’abstenir d’accorder son assistance a tout ce qui 
pout etro avantagciix a I’Egypto. Conformement aiix promesses repetdos de 
I’Anglcterrc, Sa Majeste le Khaliphe ayant des poiivoirs discretionnaires sur I’Egypte, 
rAnglotorro cst jiistifiec do s’attendrc a toute espt''co d’assistanco dc la part du 
Gouvernement Imperial tout aiitant qii’ellc s’abstienne a I’inaugiiration de choses 
nouvclles sans so cojisultcr an prealable avec la. Sublime Porte. ^ Cependaut, suiyant 
Ics rapports et Ics informal ions quo la Sublime Porte reeoit, le Khedive tend a procedor 
a I’entreprisc desagreablc de crdei* un Gouvernement Arahc sous la protection, soi- 
disant, dc rAngleterrc. Or, ccci cst prdjudiciable non seulemcnt a I’Egypte, mais il 
pout aussi avoir un clTct nuisiblc sur d’autros parties dc I’Empiro. Par consequent, 
voLis (ites prie dc rechcrchor avec soin si la realisation dc ses mauvais projots est 
certaino on non et si le nouveau Commissaire de I’Auglctcrre emporte avec lui on non 
dcs instructions secretes a cot egard. Veiiillez nous mottre an courant do ce qui se 
passe en fait d’evencments de celtc ini])ortance avant qu’ils n’aieiit lieu ct agir d’apri^s 
Ics instructions quo voiis rcccvrcz. 


No. 340. 

Mr. Egerlon to Earl Granville.—{Received August 27, 10'30 A.M.) 

(No. 500.) 

(Telegraphic.) Ceb o, August 27, 1884. 

KiTCllENElI telegraphs yesterday : Shaggia spy says Dervish brought news to 
lloda that severe assault had been made by rebels' on Khartoum, Avhich Gordon 
defeated ivith great slaughter; two of rebels’ principal leaders were killpd, and 
be^iieging force much discouraged, lloda told Dervish to hold his tongue. Kitchencir 
believes "story of this fight, whidi it is supposed took place fifteen days ago. lloda 
has only 300 men, and is trying to raise Shaggias again to join rebels from Kordofan, 
hut Shaggias decline. 
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No. 341. 

Mr. Nicolson to Earl Ch'anviUe.—{Received Amjust 27, 6 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Athens, August 27, 1884, 3'38 p.m. 

MINISTER for Eorcign Affairs lias received a despatcli from Greek Consul in 
Abyssinia, who says that be is urging King to take olVensivc Avitb large army against 
Mabdi. Would your Lordsbip A\isb me to make any remarks to bim on tbe 
subject ? 


No. 312. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hj the TJ'ar Office, August 27. 


0 -) 


The Marquis of Flartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

JVar Office, August 20, 1884, midnight. 

AETER anxious consideration, Iler Majesty’s Government have come to tbe 
conclusion that it is unjust to you to ask you to be responsible for directing an operation 
Avbicb, after full knoAvledgc of plan, you consider to be impracticable. They bavc 
tbereforc decided to send Lord AVolselcy to take temporarily tbe cbief command in 
Egypt. Government bigbly appreciate the manner in Avbicb you Iuia'c carried out tbe 
important and difficult duties of your command, and eariu'stly liope that you may 
feel youi-sclf able to remain in Egypt wbilst Lord Wolseley is tbere, and assist bim 
Tvitb your advice. Lord Wolseley goes out with Lord Nortbbrook. 


( 2 .) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 27, 1884, 1*15 p.m. 

Boats from England sbould, if possilile, lie all landed at Alexandria. Transport 
on by rail from Suez inconvenient. Conclude none will exceed dimensions stated in 
yours 9tb ; if any will, please send particidars, so that railway trucks may be arranged 
accordingly. 

(3.) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 27,1884, 2'35 p.m. 

Yours 20tb. 

Orders bavo been given for Sussex Regiment and mounted infantry lo proceed by 
boats to Longola, leaving Semneb about lUtb Seiilember. Erovisions for 1,000 men 
for tbrec montbs, and 300 rounds per man, Avill accompany tbem. 


No. 343. 

Mr. Stcainson to Sir J. Pauncefole.—{Received August 28.) 

Sir, Admirallji, August 20, 1881. 

MY Lords Commissioners of tbe Admiralty desire me to Ibinvard berewitb, for tbo 
perusal of Earl Granville, a copy of a letter, dated tbe Otb Augusl,®from Commodore 
Molyneux, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Spbinx,” ri'portiug on tbe state of all’airs generally 
in tbo neigbbourbood of Suakin. 

A similar letter lias been addressed to tbe War OtTice. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. N. SWAINSON. 
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Inclosure in No. 343. 

Commodore Molpieux to Admiral Lord John Hay. 

m r p i r • “'S'p/tm.r,” at Suakin, August 6, 1881. 

URING tbo last few days tbe following news bas been received from various 
sources about tbo movements of tbe enemy, &c. 

Sbeikbs Basbir, Kut Mobammed, and Ali ilammcd, of tbo North Amarars, with 
whom we have been lately negotiating, attacked iMobammed Sardoun, Amarar, 
Osman ^ l^avtisan on the lltb. with success, capturing men, women, and all cattle. 

2. The Soutbei n Amarars, Avitb Osman at Tamai, proposed to retaliate, sendinfi- Avord 
by secret messenger to Lieutenant-Colonel Cbermsidi that they intended to join the 
Nortbern Amarars. Osman suspecting tbem, Avisbed them to'gm-balf Amarar and 

wbb Amarars, leaving half tbo Amarars behind 

with lum, they refused, and on Uic 31st suddenly loft tbo enemy’s camp, and marched 
northwards tbrongb the mountains, leaving Ilandoub on their rmbt. ^ 

Ti m IlanendoAvas, under Slieikb Ilam'ed, of Mousriab, and 

Ibralnm Loav, of llamrat, swoiw tb.ar strongest oath of revenge, and left camp with 
2o0 rifles from tbc resciTcs at ErkoAvit Mountain to combine Avitb tbe Ilandoiib and 
JJisa-bil forces against Amarars. 

4. Tlie above noAVS bas been confirmed by different ind.pendent messeuo-ers and 
appears i-ehable. Tbere seems to have b.>on dissensions in Osman’s camp, a"s several 
headless bodies of Ilaiu'ndowas have lieen (bund in tbe neigbbourliood. ^ 

■ Eokar tbe Rashida Asbzaf and Beni-Amer trilii's are ftn'litiim- 

against tbo relicls avIio, according to la(('st ncAvs from Agig, brought by “ JalVaria 
Emm ^ neigbbourbood, probably to join in the attack against the 

n, natm- (Southern IlancndoAva from near Kassala) Avbo Avas Avounded and 

brought ni by native scouts some time since, Avas cured, and after a time released 
Uc returned to Osman s camp and, in spite of Osman’s threats, spoke so avcII of his 
treatment in Suakin, exposing the falsehoods that had been circulated about us, that 
bo succeeded in gdting 100 ol bis clansmen to si'cede Avith him. 

7. Various causes seem, tbereforc, temporarily to bavc broken up the enormous 
concentiation Osmans eborts had succeeded in forming about tlie end of Ramadan 
when, by all accounts, bis^ force Avas at least double what it Avas before the English 
arrived, and Avas (>stimated at 17,000 men. 

8. Lieutcnaid-Colonel Cbermsid('’s messenger, sent on tbe 2ltb ultimo, askim- 
Nor 1 Amarar tribes to name place for a durbar, returned, naming Slieikb Barouef. 
Nordi and South Amarars to send dtdegatos. 

In conscfiucnce of the above neAvs I deeided, in consultation with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Chermside, to send the steam-ship “ Camel,” Avhich bad been cleared and Avas 
doing nothing, with bientenant Rhillip])s, of this ship, and :\[r. Bivwstm-, director of 
Customs, on board, to Slu-ikb Raroud. She took, also, a Aveek’s provisions for 3.000 men 
300 stand ol arms, ammunition, &e„ sent by Ideutenant-Colonel Chermside to bo 
issued under certain conditions and against hostages. The ship also took about ^>00 

SbtSBarmJ"^ 

9. It is impossible to foresee aa bat tlu' different tribes Avill do, but if the North 

and South Amarars comliine tborc sbould be little difficulty in their rccaptiiriiio' 
Ilandoul) and the otlun- aaoILs thai Osman took from them some time a-m It Avould 
be ail important result for us as, AA'itb some support, we iniglit then expect some lieln 
in guarding the contemplated railAA'ay. ^ ^ 

10 The ” Jaflhria ” returned froni Agig on the 3rd instant, after having supplied 
the natives aaRIi suflicient Avater for thirty days. The population bas liemi somewbat 
lediicetl by emigration since it vvas last A'isited, and the “Jaffaria” broimiit ‘^00 
people hero looking out for work. There seems to bo no trade Avbatever, and Captain 
Crawford, Egyptian Artillery, reports that tbe jieople are so indolent they will not 
oven take the trouble to build themselves reservoir.s, unless under European 
vision and pressure. ^ ^ 

!!• Iherc is not mueh to add to my telegram rejieating information about 
Kbartoum and neigbbourbood brought by pilgrims ; they sav that meat and ven-o- 
tables are soiiictiines dear, but there is plenty of doura. That General Gordon Avas 
very kind to them, and made them presents, but would not alloAV them to take letters 

1408 ] 3 jj 
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to Suakin, as he thought they might cause them trouble. They passed in sight of 
Berber, hut did not enter; there were many dervishes about there. 

12. The weather has been veiy trying lately, and the health of the men has 
suffered somewhat, their being some deaths from sunstroke, two of which were 
marines. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. H. MORE IVIOEYNEUX. 


No. 344. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 28, 11 a.m.) 

(No. 561.) 

(Telegraphic.) Ca/Vo, August 28, 1884,10*30 a.m. 

KITCIIENEB has been told not to go to Merawe. 

Wood has decided to reduce Eoggaras in Government pay from 600 to 150. 
Sheikhs Saleh and Beshir both accuse Bisharcen, whose meeting with Kitchener was 
postponed owing to latter’s journey to Dongola, of having decided to join Mahdi. 
Wood disbelieves this. 


No. 346. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received hij telegraph, August 28.) 


(No. 837. 
My Lord, 


Ext. 561.) 


Gnlrn. Aimust 28. 1884. 



01 ) 30011011 , out iiiai i uDjix-iou 10 jvinjin uvi o iiiiiuniQ though 

admitting the importance of giving a hacking to the Mudir; and that if^ Ivitchencr 
were not sure that the Mudir Avas Aviso in taking the otfensiA'c, ho should dissuade the 
latter from going, and certainly not go himself, as any roA'erse aa'ouIiI he serious, and 
an accident to Kitchener more than serious. 

I noAV learn from Sir EA'olyn Wood that he has told Kitchener not to go to 

McruAvi. . 01 M 1 X* 

lie also telegraphs from Korosko that he Ims had a meeting with the Sheikhs ot 
the Ahahdehs and Eoggara-Abahdehs, and that lie lias^ decided (sec my No. 828) to 
reduce the Eoggaras employed under Government Irom 500 to 150 men. 

The 500 Avill he paid 113 ) to the end of September, after Avhich date it Avill he 
necessary to ^lay for only 150 Eoggaras. They all, the General says, admit the justice 

and expediency of this reduction. . , -r.- 1 

Sir E. AVood is inclined to disbelieve the accusations against the Bisharecns (who 
Avere to Iuia'C met Kitchener, but avIio^c meeting Avith him was jiostiioncd OAving to the 
latter’s journey to llongola) of liaA'ing decided to throAV in their lot A\ith the Mahdi. 
This accusation was math' both by Sheikh Besheer and by Saleh, son of Hussein Pasha 

^ " T learn that the Mudir of Boiigola has again telegraphed to Sir E. Wood for 
reinforcements. 

I have, «fec. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 346. 

Sir E, Thornton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 29.) 

pT* 

((To. 256. Confidential.) 

i^y Lord, Petershurgh, August 21, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordshii) that, in accordance Avith the 
innructions conveyed in your Lordship’s desiiateh No. 213 of the loth ultimo, I 
addressed a note to AL doGiers on the 29ih ultimo conveying to his Excellency the 
conteiits of (hat desiiatch. 
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I yesterday rccciA'ed an answer, cojiy of Avhich is inclosed, and which it will be 
seen is marked “ Secret.” 

In this note M. dc Giers suggests that as the International Commission on 
judical reforms is noAV extinct, the Project of a LaAV regarding the press iuEgyjit, Avhich 
the Government of that country may decide upon, should be submitted for approA'al 
to the Powers, Avho should unite in endeavouring to reconcile the interests which the 
Egyptian Government deem thoinsclvcs called upon to protect Avith the privileges 
AA'hich foreigners in Egypt are entitled to enjoy by virtue of the Cajiitulations. 

M. de Giers adds that the Imperial Government arc prepared to give their support 
to an equitable solution of this question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWD. THORNTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 346. 

^[. de Giers to Sir E. Thornton. 

(Secret.) 

M. rAmbassadcur, St. Petersbourg, le 8 Aoilt, 1884. 

PAR sa note cn date du 17 (29) Juillct dernier votre Excellence a bicn a’ouIu 
m’annoncor que vu I’opposition qu’eprouvc dc la part dc quelqucs-uns des Agents 
etrangers an Cairo Tapplication des Lois sur la pressc a des feuillcs dirigees par leurs 
nationaux, le Gouvernement hgyptien, pousse par la necessity dc maintenir Tordro 
iniblic ct la securito, so proposcrait dc proniulguer in’ochaincmcnt un Decret 
speciliant Ics mesures quo le pouvoir cxecutif scrait autorise a aiAidiquer en matierc de 
j)rcssc. 

Dans la memo note a'ous avez cru devoir exprimer I’esjAoir que le GouA'erne- 
ment du Khedive pourra tonjours compto' sur la cooperation de I’Agcnt et Consul- 
Gcndral dc Russic en ce qui regarde rcxecuiion du R(''glcment projete. 

11 resulte des informations dont le Cabiui't Tmiierial se trom'o I'u 3 )Ossession qu’un 
R5gl('ment sur la presso avail deja etc anterieuri'inent elabore jiar le GouA'crnemcnt 
Egyptien el insere dans le Code Penal qui a ete soumis a la Commission Inter¬ 
nationale pour la lleforino -Tudieiairc. LVxamen de ee Code ayant etc defere i\ 
une Sous-Commission, eette derni5re danS le projet de Code Penal pour h's Triliunaux 
ALixtes elabore par elle, s’est prononce pour la suppression du chapitve du Code 
Egyptien comprenant h's Articles 153-178 rt'latifs a la presse, et a emis ropinion quo 
la matiO’e de la jiresse devrait etre reglemcntec par une loi specialo que lo 
Gouvernement Egy])ti('n serait tenu de preparer et de soumettre ensuite ii la 
Commission jdeniere. 

Cetti' opinion Ji’ayant donne lieu a aucunc objection, ni au sein de la Commission 
Tnli'ruatiouah', ni ailleurs, le Cabinet Imperial est d’avis quo, cn eo qui regarde 
la realisatimi de son projet, dont il est question dans la note de votre Excellence du 
17 (29) Juillct, le Gouvernement Egyptien n’aurait qu’a se conforraer au mode 

dc proceder ci-dessus indique, et quo, vu la cloture do la Commission, e’est aux 

Puissances qu’il aurait a soumettre le Projet dc Loi sur la presse qu’il est en 
train d’elaborer. Les Puissances auront outre autros a aA’iser d’un commun accord 
aux moyens de concilicr les intercts qiu' le Gouvernement Egyptien se croit appcle a 
sauvegardcr avee les priAuKges dont les etrangers sont admis a jouir cn Egypte 
en A'crtu des Capitulations. 

En vous communiquant cc qui prechde, jc crois devoir a'OUs assurer, M. I’Am- 

bassadeur, que, pour ce qui lo concerno, le Cabinet Imperial est dispose a pretcr 

son appui a une solution Equitable dc cotto question. 

Vcuillcz, &c. 

(Signe) GIERS. 


No. 347. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 29, 4 p.m.) 

(No. 563.) 

(Telegrajihie.) Cairo, August 29, 1884, 3*30 p.m. 

KITCHENER ti'legn-aphs to me from Abou Kus or Old Dongola, 28th August, 
that mi'ssengi'rs have arriAa'd from Khartoum Avith fivt' letters from General Gordon, 
who says that “AA^o arc all aa'cII, and can hold out four months,” 13 ] 4 | Ht. Tha 
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otter letters liare the same or less information. One is dated 13 [ 4 | 84. Kitclicner 
has got the letters. 


I 


hlo. 348. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville,—{Received August 29.) 

<No. 564. Private.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 29, 1884. 

I IIAVE telegraphed to Kitehencr to ask to whom General Gordon’s letters are 
addressed, and also meaning of “ 4th” twice repeated. This cannot mean April. 
He said in March he had provisions for six months. These messages are sent in 
Arabic, and abbreviation of the sign for the month Schorwal, the 13th of which 
coiTCsponds to 5th August, may have been mistaken for 4th. 


No. 349. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy telegraph, August 29.) 

(No. 840. Ext. 503 and 564.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 29, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram dated yesterday which 
I have this day received from Major Kitchener, reporting that messengers have arrived 
from Khartoum with five letters from General Gordon. 

On receipt of this I telegraphed to ask Major Kitchener to inform me to whom 
General Gordon’s letters were addressed, as well as the meaning of “ 4 ” twice repeated 
after the date, Avhich I think cannot mean April, as he must have had more provisions 
at that date, General Gordon having telegraphed in March last that he had supplies for 
six months. 

Major Kitchener’s messages arc sent in Arabic, and an abbreviation of the sign 
for the month of 13th Shatval, Avhich corresponds to August 5, may have been 
been mistaken for 4. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEKTON. 


. Inclosurc in No. 349. 

Major Kitchener to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Abu Goosi, Old Dongola, August 28, 1884. 

MESSENGEPS have arrived from Khartoum Avith five letters from Gordon, 
lie saA, s : “ Wo are all Avell and can hold out four months. Khartoum, 13 ] 4 ] 84.” 
Signed C. E. Gordon and sealed. The other letters haA^e the same or less information. 
One is dated 13 j 4 | 84. 

I have got the letters. 


No. 350. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 29, 7'30 p.m.) 

(No. 565.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 29, 1884, 7 p.m. 

MOLYNEUX reports from SAiakin that friendly league propose to moA’e to-day 
to attack ITandoob and Sinkat. Chermside reports tliat night firing continues, and 
that enemy having captured three dhows on coast, “ Condor" has gone after them. 


No. 351. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, August 29. 


( 1 .) 

The Marquis of Lansdowne to the Earl of Derby. 

{Received at the Colonial Office, August 28, 1884, 3-40 p.m.) 
AE/RANGEMENTS proceeding satisfactorily. Wc shall proAude outfit here, but 
no mess equipment. Shall men bring axes and paddles for steenng ? Shall we "O on 
to 600 if men come forward ? ^ 


( 2 .) 

The Earl of Derby to the Marquis of Lansdowne. 

Doivning Street, August 28, 1884. 

Yours to-day. 

Go on to 500 if men are thoroughly experienced boatmen, and all can embark by 
13th September. Give decided preference to Iroquois and Winnipeg “ A'oyageurs.” 
Men should bring paddles, but not axes or mess equipment. 

Report probable nyimbers. 


(3.) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F, Stepheiison to the Marquis of Hartington. 

(Confidential.) Cairo, August 29, 1884, 3’20 p.m. 

Yours 27th. 

Will willingly remain here as you Avish. 


No. 352. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 30, 11 a.m.) 

(No. 567.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 30, 1884. 

NILE at Wady Haifa for last Iaa'q days sufficiently high for hauling uja steamers 
and barges. Moncrioff cannot pronounce yet whether Nile is likely to be a good one. 


No. 353. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 30, I P.M.) 

(No. 569.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 30, 1884, 12’45 P.M. 

DOMVILLE telegraphs to mo to-day that messengers have arriA'^ed from the 
Amara tribe Avith letter reporting that they arc ready to attack Handoub with or 
without aid from Suakin, and asking Chermside’s orders. 


No. 354. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, August 30.) 

No. 842. Ext. 569.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 30, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose hercAvith copy of a telegram which I have received 
from Captain Domvillc, reporting that messengers have arrived from the Amara tribe 
[468] 3 1 
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■witli a letter saying tliat tlioy arc ready to attack Handoub with or without aid from 

Suakin. _, „ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN !!■ EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 364. 

Captain Domville to Mr. Egerton. 

(TelegvapMo.) 

MESSENGERS arrived from Aniara trihe with letter reporting leady to attack 
Handouh with or without our co-operation, and asking Chermside for orders. 


No. 365. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 30, 1884, 2-10 P.M. 

YOUR telegram No. 563 of 29th. i- ii o 

Are Gordoids letters correctly dated last April, and, if so, can you explain delay P 


No. 356. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 30, 5-15 p.m.) 

fTeleSjipliic.) 30, 1884, 4T0 p.m.^ 

TDE following telegram from Eremantlc to General Stephenson, dated Suakm, 

Crisis has now arrived. Amaras and lladeudowa Arahs face each other near 

Handouh. ,, n w e ^ 

" Colonel Chermside wishes to discourage fighting for good reasons. 

“ Mav he spend 5,000/. in suhsidi/ing Amaras ?” 

It is ‘essential to encourage friendly trihes at present, and, though I can give no 
oninion respecting the proposed advance of money, hoth General Stephenson and I 
consider that such reliant can he placed in Colonel Clicrmsidc’s ability and .iiidgnient, 
hacked up by Eremantlc, that it might he well to leave Colonel Chermside latitude in 
this mattir, which is not a purely local question, hut more important than at first 
si-ht appears as connected with the security of the southern frontier of Egypt, and the 
•peaceful approach to Berber of a Nile expedition to bring away General Gordon. 


No. 357. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hj telegraph, August 30.) 

(No. 843. Ext. 570.) an iRHi 

Mv Lord Cairo, August 30, 1881. 

■ ^ j ll\vE the honour to report to your Lordship that General Stephenson has 
to-dav received a tidegram from IMajor-General Eremantlc, informing him that the 
“crisis has noAV arrived,” as the Amaras and ITadcndoivas “face each other” near 
Handouh, and that Major Chermside, “ for good reasons,” is anxious to discourage 

fighting^^rai j'j^.c^^antle asks vlu'ilu'v Major Chermside can spend 5,000/. in siib- 

®idi^^j °|;fggscntial to encouragi; friendly tribes at present, and though I can give no 
oT^liiion respecting the iiroposcd advance of money, both General Stephenson and I 
Sdev that such reliance can be placed in Major Chermside’s abilil^y and judgment 
(supported by General Eremantlc), that it might be well to leave to :Major Chernisido 
latitude in this matter, which is not a purely loeal question, but move important than 
it at first sight appears. 
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It is difficult, at present, for the tribes to remain entirely neutral, and our object 
must be to do our best to avoid throwing all the population between the Nile and the 
Red Sea under the influence of an active and bitter rebel, such as Osman Digna, 
which would not only imperil the security of the southern frontier of Egypt, but 
render more difficult the attempt by the Nile to bring away General Gordon and his 
garrison. 

If Colonel Chermside believes that a few thousand pounds would strengthen the 
alliance against Osman Digna, and thinks it desirable to give it, it will, I have no 
doubt, be well spent, as it must not be forgotten that some of the tribes, such as the 
Amaras, with whom Colonel Chermside has been negotiating, arc no less brave than 
Osman Digna’s Hadendowas. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


No. 358. 

Air. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 30, 10 P.M.) 

(No. 571. Urgent.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 30, 1884. 

MY telegrams Nos. 563 and 564. 

Eollowing received from Kitchener at Debbch in answer to my inquiries:— 

“ No address to letters. General Gordon means he can hold out till about 13th 
November. The date 18 ] 4 [ 84 occurs only once, and is a mistake, I think; besides 
it has only his name, nothing more. One is not dated. Three arc dated 13 ] 7 | 81. 
I leave to-morrow.” 


No. 359. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville,—{Received l»j telegraph, August 30.) 

(No. 844. Ext. 571.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 30,1884. 

WITH rol'orenee to my despatch No. 810 of yesterday, I have the honour to 
inclose copy of a telegram. from Major Kitchener from Debbah in answer to my 
inquiries respecting the dates of the letters recently rcceiviMl from General Gordon. 

Your Lordshi]) will perceive that Major Kitchener considers the date 13 | 1 [ 84, 
as meant for 13 | 7 [ 84, the 13th July being the date of three out of the five letters 
received, and that General Gordon’s meaning is that ho can hold out till about the 
13tli November next. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 359. 

Alajor Kitchener to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Dehbah, August 30, 1884. 

NO address to letters. 

Gordon means he can hold out till about 13th November. 

The date 13 | 1 | 84 occurs only once, and is a mistake, I think; besides it has 
only his name, nothing more. One is not dated; three' are dated 13 ( 7 ] 84. 

I leave to-morroAv. 
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No. 360. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— {Received August 30, 1 1‘20 P.M.) 

X Cairo, August 30, 1884, 10-30 p.m. 

° ^kitchener telegraphed yesterday from Eehheli that lie had oii_ that day 
received a long letter from Saleh, who says he cannot come now, as he | 

Sacked having few men with him. Kitchener says he leaves to-day or to-moriow 
for Don-oin^ordCT and asks if I have any letter for General Gordon, which,_as 
he musAeave to-morrow at latest, I have to send at once. I answer to him to give 
he must ^ I n^c, telling him that steamers are hcing passed over 

SS! an" intonodnva^ly through Dongola nheu ho expects 

to be in difficulties as to provisions and ammunition. 


No. 361. 

Mr. Hgerton to Earl Granville.—{Received hy teleyraph, August 30.) 

(No. 845. Ext. 572.) 30 ^ 1884. 

I Save the honour to inclose copy of a telegram received from Major kitchener 
dated vesterdav from Dehhah, saying that ho has received a long lettci fiom Shoil 
SaleK of the Kahhahish, to the cllect that he cannot come now to Dchhah, as he has 

cXplTa‘"h”fs oXs’’X1ofKSo'nor intended to leave Dehhah to-day 

or to morrow to Drsola, and he asks whether I wish to send any ettor to Geneml 

Goi-don, as, it so, it must ho sent at once, ho being obliged to start to-moiiow at the 

In reply, I have sent him the inclosed message by tdegraph. 

(Signed) EDMMN n. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 361. 

Major Kitchener to Mr. Egerton. 

rrv ^ ^ Dehbah, August 29, 1884. 

(Tele lap E ..cceived a long letter from Saleh. Re says he cannot come now 

as he is afraid of being attacked, having few men with him, hut if soldiers come and 

I rc?um^to-daY°t^Echhah, and leave to-morrow or next day for Dongola, accord- 
in. to voui oXr Ila^ you any letter for Gordon in reply to his sent you last 
niSht, as I have a messenger ready to go. Please send quickly, as I am ordeied back 
hy"' Sirdar, and must leave the day after to-morrow. 

Inclosuro 2 in No. 361. 

Mr. Egerton to Major Kitchener. 

, , . N Cairo, Avgust 30, 1884. 

' tell Gordon steamers are being passed over Second Cataracts, and that wc wash 
to bo iul'ormed exactly, through Dongola, \i hen ho expects to be in difflcultios as to 
provisions and ammunition. 


No. 362. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— {Received August 31.) 

(No. 813.) Cairo, Avgust 19,1884. 

wrrn reference to my despatch No. 811 of yesterday, I have the honour to 
inclol" pies " tclegmms,' giving the text ot General Cordon’s letter ot the 
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20th July to the Mudir of Dongola; the one is from Major Kitchener at Dshhah. 
and the other from Khairy Pasha at the Palace, Alexandria 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDIPIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 362. 

Major Kitchener to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Dehhah, August 19, 1884. 

WORD you require was “ Saleh.” 

I thought you know all about the letter received from Gordon hy the !Mudir of 
Dongola. Letter begins: “ Khartoum all Avell, both soldiers and people. Send me 
word how your affairs are. Signed and sealed in English at Khartoum. All well.” 
Letter ends. 

Ployer saw the letter, and, at request of Mudir, telegraphed it to Khairy Pasha, 
verifying seal. 

It was the messenger who brought this letter to Avhom I referred in my telegram 
of yesterday. 

Another of my men came in to-day, and reports that rebels arc at Abu Taka, 
three days from here, on the Kordofan road. They arc trying to get the Arabs to join 
them, hut have failed. 

Rain in considerable quantities has fallen at Bir Gumer, half way to Khartoum. 
Two corpses, in adAuneed state of decomposition, and Avith arms hound behind 
them, floated ])ast here yesterday. 1 have no ncAvs of a fight up the Nile. 

El-IIoda is still at IVIeraAvi Avith a fcAV men. 


Inelosurc 2 in No, 362. 

Khairy Pasha to Nuhar Pasha. 

(Telegraphiquc.) Alexandrie, le 19 Aout, 1884. ^ 

CI-DESSOUS copie textuellc do la lettre adrcssec par Gordon Pacha au Mudir 
dc Dongola, le 20 Juillet, 1884:— 

“ Khartoum est tranquille avec tous les soldats qui s’y trouvent et le rcstc. 

“ Eaites-iious savoir votre situation.” 

(Signd) “ Gordon, ii Khartoum. 


No. 363. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31.) 

My Lord,^ Cairo, August 20, 1884.^ 

SIR EVELYN "WOOD telegraphs to me, under yesterday’s date, that Major 
Trotter reports to him that IMajor Kitchener had seen a letter addressed to the IMudir 
by the Mahdi and Osman Digna. 

Ilis information respecting Major Kitchener aaus much the same as that i 
reported in my telegram No. 545 ol yesterday. 

To-dtiy, liowcvcr, I litivo rocoivocl ci tolcgTtini, Avliioli I iRcloso, froni JVltijor 
Kitchener, in A'diieh he states that El-lloda had deteated the friendly Shaggai and 
was advancing. 

I have, cvc. 

(Signed) EDIVIN IL. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 363. 


Major Kitchener to Mr. Egerton. 

(Tclco'raT)hie.) Dehhah, August 20, 1884. 

SKVElvAL thousand baggage camels could he got here, hut riding camels arc 
scarcer. In either case notice Avould be required ; if McraAvi Avere occupied a largo- 
[408] 3 ^ 
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numljer o£ camels could l)c procured from that ncighhourliood. Price s'*™ “ ft 
Sosko 101. to Mi. for riding, and 71. to 101. for baggage. More corpses floating 
S^^iTriTCr ut nmvs of fight only just rcccivod. Ilcddai attacked a section of the 
frirdlv Slia~ai and has detcated them. Pull details of the fight are not known, but 
Sis fence on Ambnkol is expected; he will from tlicre attempt to foim a 
junction 'witli force on Kordafan road. 


No. 3G4. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31.) 

^o. 817.) Cairo, August 21, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose the translation of a telegram from the Mudir of 

Bongola to Nuhar Pasha, giving the deposition of a messenger he had sent to the 

™'This interesting statement of a recent eye-witness shows that the Mahdi is within 
suteenfes of Bongola, attacking, with a force rapidly molting awayjrom sickness 
™d dcsertL, the mountain El-Bayer, where, as reported in my Ao. 72i, 
of Hicks’ army are said to have taken refuge. King Adam is, I understand, the Lnlei 

P“l- KUalifa and sevm-al others were 
1 1 ^To+n +iir> AToluli’s camn the day hcforc the incssom‘’crs dopartuic. 

’^™giVMaS?s “ees been defeated by the Egyptian garrisons n 

Sonaar, but 1,000 men wejo being sent forward, with eighteen guns, to the While 

Nile, to attack the Senaar garrhons and Khartoum. _ rm u 

In Darfour the party of the :\[ahdi appears to he m some difficulty. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEIITON. 


Inclosurc in No. 361. 

The Mudir of Bongola to Nuhar Pasha. 

(Traduction.) ' Le 20 Aodt, 

‘ LE mXager quo j’ai ciivoyd i, Gabal-el-Bayor, on so trouve le Jloutamahdi, est 
arrive aujourd’hui. 

Voici les nouvcllcs qu’il donne;— _ _ pi,0,^1 1301 

Je suis arrive auiourd’hui d’El-Daycr; .io lai quitto Samedi, 11 (]hawal, pOx 
(3 AoiU, 1881), et j’ai mis seize jours iwur arriver lei. Je rapportc les taits doi jc 

‘^“’MoriarAh™^^^ so trouve actuclleineiit an pied dii Gabal-ol-Bayer avcc_ une 
armoe de 18 (00 hoinuies. Malgre une perte de plus do 10,000 homines cle 1 armee du 
Sdi iusou'au iour de inoii depart la ditc moiitagiio navait pas capituleo. Les 
nartis.am de Mohamed Ahmed sc sont lasses de Ini; scs lioinmes sont attemls do la 
maladie do (El-Mahatin); il cn meurt plus d’unc vmgtaino par ]our; hcaucoup d 
nmvircnt aussi ii cause de la Cairn ct du manque do eereales. Une partio des habitants 
de Darfour ct do Eakara sc sont echappes ii cause de la detresse et des fatigues qui 

“‘'“colui eui eouTcrne a Kordafan est I’oncle du Moutainalidi noinmd Mahmoud. 
J’ai vu Slalta Bey avee Mohamed Ahmed a Oabal-el-Bayer. Vcndrcd,-la veille de 
ion d%art est aiive Hussein Bey Klialita avee ciiiquant.. au so.xantc porsouiics. 
Tor”s les treis ou quatre avaient des eordes au cou ct avaieiit lours tetes eouvertes de 

■fowo PTi siD'no (Ic lour ol)oisstincOi _ » 

Aprille saint Mohamed Ahmed lour a dit de s’approeher; j ignore ee qui sen- 

Plusiours pcrsoniics ni’ont dit, et je I’ai mCane entendu do la bonelie de Mohamed 
Ahmed uu’il etait detciidu ii quicoiu|UC do planter, et au eas qii iin chaiiip so tioimuiit 
S? c liviv 01 , piMurage au.v bcstiau.v. A cause de eela les Bedouins sont triis 
con nrids I’ai su qil’il y awlit deux pastes inilitaires ii Seiiimr; ils sc sont reunis ct 
nnf livre bataille aux liiellos et lour out tue bcaiieonp do monde, et i s gardent 
rniilurs lem-i positions, ainsi qnc me I’ent declare deux persoune, venues de Sennaar 
pour prendre deux canons et qui, jusqii’a men depart, ii etaieiit pas encoie paitics. 
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Quant il Mahmoud, tils do El-IIag Mohamed, nomme liimir do Dongola, il se trouve 
il Ayilai; une ccntainc de personnos ii pen prtis sont venues avee lui dc Kordofan; il a 
aussi avee lui six chevaux, des chamcaux, ct dos haudots. Il a ecrit ii Saleh, fils dc 
Eadlallah Bey, aux Bedouins de Sergah, ii la Trilni dc Yolad Ilola, ii quclqucs families 
des Bedouins des trihus d’Amtou, d’El-IIavavi, d’El-Karahat, ot d’El-Savarcb; ils lui 
ont repondu quo Sheik Ahmed El-IIoda avait 16,000 hommes et il n’a pas pu prendre 
Dongola ct que ses hommes ont dte tues, e’est pourquoi ils no peuvent pas emhrasser sa 
cause. 

Le memo Mahmoud a appris quo hcaucoup dc soldats Anglais sont arrives ii la 
Moudirich, ce qui I’a etfrayd ; il restc dans la ddsert, et prohahlement il reviendra ii 
Kordofan. 

J’ai appris aussi ii mon arrivde ii Gahal-cl-Daycr I’cnvoi de 2,000 hommes a 
Bessata, pr6s du Nil Blanc, et de la a Sennaar. 

Pendant quo je me trouvais aussi ii Gahal-cl-Dayer 2,000 autres hommes sont 
partis avee dix-huit canons, ot ils esp(''ront ensuite allcr ii Khartoum. Lours Chefs 
sont Mohamed Ebn-el-Arik, Bahin-cl-Bakari, Ahmed Valad Charati, ce dernier, parent 
de Mohamed Ahmed. L’onelc dc Mohamed Ahmed a ordonne ii Dolib Cheik Gabal- 
el-IIarara dc doscendre dc la montagne, dc crainti' qu’il ne vcuillc sc rallier.u lui. Les 
habitants des montagnes dc Abou Darak, Abou Iladid et Zagava, ont ref usd de 
descendre. Les Bedouins El-llayabine, dont le Chef est Abou Kcndi, sc sont eufuis 
avee la tribu dc Ilomar, et ont laisse hairs Chefs prisonniers chez Mohamed Ahmed, a 
El-Daycr. Quant aux Bddouins dc El-Kababish relevant dc Eadlallah Bey Salem, ils 
restent a El-Safi Ghira ct Kamar; il les avait demande, et jusqu’ii mon arrivee ils 
n’etaient pas encore partis. Quant a Darfour, I’un des fils do scs Sultans nomme dc 
Ileghua a tud pliisicurs derviches, partisans dc ]\tohamcd Ahmed, ot la personne 
ddsigndc ii El-Easher par le INIoiitamahdi demande des renforts, commo jo I’ai oui dire 
par plusieui-s personucs dc Kordofan. 


No. 366. 


Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31.) 

(No. 818.) 

My Lord,' Cairo, August 21, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of two telegrams from Major Kitchener, 
dated Debbah the 19th and 20tli instant, and sent to me yesterday by General Wood, 
but by the unaccountable delay of the telegraph, only received to-day. 

In the first telegram Major Kitchener projicses that he should prevent El-IIoda’s 
junction with the l^lahdi’s force from Kordofan, and suggests reinforcements from 
Wady Haifa to Dongola. 

In the second ho mentions a statement of the Mudir that he Avould come to the 
relief of Ambukol Avith caAoilry ncAvly arrived at Wady Haifa, at the same time 
ordering Ambukol to assemble a force to hold it till his arrival. 

The peojdc of Ambukol seemed to have less confidence than Major Kitchener in 


the statement that the Mudir was coming. 


I liaA'o, Ac. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEBTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 365. 


Major Kitchener to General Sir E Wood. 


(Telegraphic.) Debhuh, August 19, 1884. 

I HAVE good information that El-IIoda desires to form a junction with the force 
on the Kordofan road. I should like to prevent this by a movement to Ambukol or to 
near MeraAvi. 

How soon can you move troops to Dongola so as to free some of that garrison 
to roinforee this place ? I think the uk'ii might start from Wady Haifa and Dongola 
simultaneously. 



220 


Inclosure 2 in No. 365. 

Major Kitchener to General Sir E. Wood. 

Debbah, August 20,1884. 

'Corpses floating clown river, but full dctoils^of 

Hoda attacked a section of Ambukol, and from 

tbe fight are not known, but El-Uoda is expectea , receipt of this news 

there lie will attempt to form the junc ion eoino here ivitli cavalry newly 

the Mudir teWed hero ™ mhlo l,o"oO me4 

arrived from 1\ ady Haifa, at the s. whetber Ambukol people will have 

ufe^:re:rZct croet. >1 £hovo Mudie 

is himself really going. _ 


No. 366. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31.) 

(No. 820.) August 21, 1884. 

^“bEG to torward copies o£ two tdegraras received to-day from the Mudir of 

Eongola. , xi „ Arnriiv oviilnins that alarm need not be felt respecting 

In the second telegram, the Miidii b ^ f. Ko. 817) against 

the dispatch of 4,000 rehcls as reported by his nusscii^ci (,soe i y ) 

Senaar and Khartoum. ^ 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 366. 
rke MMr of Don,Ola to Nuhar Pasha. 

(Tdl^graidriqueO^ Gordon Taoha ainsi quo les cinq autres et I’fitat out etc expedids 
T^Iardi dernier (10) par la Postc a votre Excellence. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 360. 

The Mudir of Dongola to Nubar Pasha. 

(TeldgraphiqucO j Hasan-cl-Gahor, envoyd liier a votro 

n „ To le MaUdi a expedie 1000 liommes a llassata pour 6tre de la dmgda 

exterminera. 


No. 307. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31.) 

(No. 821.) Cairo, August 22, 1884. 

My yj, honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram, dated lo-day, from 

^''^Vlcnd Uns merely as specimen o£ Ihe llahdi 1>‘ 

(Signed) EDAAHN ll. EGERTON. 
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Inclosure in No. 367. 

General Sir E. Wood to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, August 22, 1884. 

I QUOTE, for your information, from letters addressed by correspondents in 
Berber to friends in Assouan, which letters have come into my possession. Epitome 
begins;— 

“ Letters dated 3rd or 4th August state Berber taken by the sword, 20th May. 
Soldiers killed; friends in Assouan assured Mahdi is the true Mahdi, and are urged in 
all letters to leave Assouan before that place is attacked. One writer ofTcrs to send 
letters to the Mahdi from Berber, and asks friends to send Emir of Berber all infor¬ 
mation about the soldiers at Assouan, or any news that can lead to the destruction of 
Turks. The captors of Berber got four-fifths of spoil; the remainder was put in the 
Treasury. Even if there were millions of soldiers, the Mahdi will destroy all. 
“Assouan and all other towns on the Nile will share the fate of Berber. 

“ Men who swam out of Khartoum say that that place is in great straits, being 
long invested.” 


No. 368. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31.) 

(No. 823.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 23, 1884. 

THE Anglophobc native journal “ El Abram,” the editor of which, as I reported 
in my Nos. 790 and 805, has lately received an address, was on the 20th suspended 
for a month by order of the Government. 

Nubar Pasha will give me later, in full detail, the legal grounds which justify this 
action. 

This newspaper, largely circulated, was spreading false news: that it was 
“ France, not England, who at the Conference worked for the relief of the peasantry 
from taxation,” &c. 

M. Takla, his Excellency states, may, in his capacity as serving a French convent, 
be French protected, but as editor of a native newspaper he can scarcely claim that 
protection. 

Moreover, his Excellency considers that iwccodents in the cases of the “Fgyptc ” 
and “ Independent ” justify the step ho has taken. He looks on his legal position as 
strong. 

I inclose a Report, of little interest, received from Captain Fenwick, the town 
Commandant, this town being at present very quiet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 368. 

Report by Captain Fenirich. 

IIADTI ABDULLAH HAMZI EFFENDI, living at present in Cairo, merchant 
of Handak, Dongola, states himself able and willing to procure for any English 
expedition sent to Upper Egypt, camels and supplies to any desired extent. He 
knows the Kabbabish and Bishara Arabs. I can find him whenever required. 

2. The raid on the newspaper “ El Ahram ” was executed quietly yesterday at 
7 A.M. at Alexandria. 

3. Giraiid, editor of the “ Bosphore,” has addressed several letters to his subscribers 
stating that ho is obliged to modify the tone of his articles until the arrival of the 
Consul-General. He fears suppression. 

He was heard to say some days ago that on the arrival of Lord Northbrook he 
would commence “ unc lutte acharnee ” against him. 

(Signed) M. FENWICK. 

Cairo, August 21, 1884. 


[4G8] 
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No. 3G9. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31.) 

Cairo, August 23,1884 

^ THE telegrams reeeived from Sualdn record constant nightly attacks repulsed 

with loss to rebels, the following telegram of the 18th a ^ 

“Night firing extended; squads of enemy on right again appioachcd 3 30 A.M. 

OnfrebKcd on by Egyptians sun-endci-od to him, another taken by outposts 
rapport ?,vo of Osmans relatLs'’kllled on Saturday, nineteen otherj and 

“Nightly casualties among rebels. Koran picked up believe to belong 

Osmans Majesty’s Consul, now at Suez on account of bad health, tells me 

that he proposes shortly to return to his post at Suakin. 

^ ^ I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEETON. 


No. 370. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received August 31, 11 A.M.) 

(No. 573.) 3 ^^ ^gg 4 ^ ^0-20 A.M. 

(Iclc^Mfi .) „,essa-os of Kitchener, dated 20tb, who had seen the ^liidir the 

nrevimis Z tS llid only few camels, &c., with him. It is did cult to make out 
Src ly what he\i ill do. He 'told Kitcdicncr tbeiv would he no fighting at ^Icrawi, 
forwhen he conics El Hoda uill Imlt. Kordofan men have retired from Elhl. 
Saleh in his long letter to Kitchener answers that he cannot come non, as he is afiau 
of bcin"’ attacked, having few men ivith him, but if soldiers come and take 
Khartoum he will bring his tribe, who will then rejoin him and march to Kordofiin. 
Ilc'says he is suffering severely owing to bis fidelity to Govcrnmcifi, and he strong y 
urges that soldiers be ^ent at once, as he heard that at Khartoum Gordon has beaten 
IMahdi’s force, Avho arc now demoralized. 


No. 371. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville,— {Received August 31, noon) 

(Tclcgrapliic.) _ Cairo, 31, 1881, 11 A.M. 

MY telec^rains Nos. 5G9 and 570. , p 

Cbm-msicro iu tologmm in Egyptian Govmmmout 
Araaras to attack Uamlotib, and rays. “ I could uevor 3 ' „ 

eiiminvi • shall advisc negotiations. It you wish to rendei these clUttnc loi any 
GoVermnent' purposes, slmll require consideVabh' money credit, insure 

neutrality, acknowledging Osman Digna’s supremacy, is probably all ve can msuie. 


No. 372. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl G i am ille.—{Received bg telegraph, August 31.) 

gio. 8i.7. Ext 571.) Cfl/ro, 31, 1884 

WITH reference to my despatclu's Nos. 812 and 813 of yesterday’s date on the 
subject of the Ainaras, 1 have the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram 

froin Major Cbcrmsidc to the Egyptian Mhar Office. 

•’ I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDIYIN H. EGEllION. 
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Inclosurc in No. 372. 

The Governor of Sualdn to Colonel Watson {for Nuhar Pasha). 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, August 30, 1884. 

LETTER brought hy armed escort Amaras; main body of latter on Berber road, 
beyond Handoub, Avish us to co-operate in attacking, but profess ready to attack 
alone; Ilandoub and turn other clans dispersed, accepting neutrality. I could never 
counsel fighting until we can support; shall advisc negotiations. If you wish to 
render these elfectiAT for any Oovi'rimient ]mr])oscs shall require considerable money 
credit, othcnvisc practical neutrality acknowledging Osman’s supremacy is probably 
all Avc could insure. 


No. 373. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received August 31, noon.) 

(No. 575. Confidential.) 

(Telegrapbic.) Cairo, August 31, 1884, 11 30 A.M. 

QUESTION of time as to General Gordon’s relief noAv appears so serious that I 
telegrapb to-day to ask Kitchener, privately and confidentially, whether he considers, 
from his experience recently acquired, there is any feasible means of rendering 
assistance to General Gordon by irregulars and native Dongola forces. Whether any 
such forces are aA'ailable, and in AA'hat number, and Avhat direction they should take, 
could they capture Berber? Also AA'hat in his opinion Avoiild be tlu* most rayiid means 
of relieving General Gordon. This question I told him to consider most confidential. 


No, 374. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hg the War Office, August 31. 

( 1 .) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson to the Marquis of Ilartington. 

Cairo, August 31, 1884. 

TWO steam-lamichcs passed Eirst Cataract yesterday. 

( 2 .) 

Lieutenant-General Sir F, Stephenson to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, August 31, 1884. 

Yours 23rd was mislaid. 

Rolling-stock noAV at Assouan : broad gauge, 1 engine, 1 carriage, 1 brake van, 
IG box Avaggons, 7 fiat AAUggons ; narroAV gauge, 1 engine. At Aiigash: narrow 
gauge, 2 engines good order, 2 under repair, 1 carriages, 2 brake vans, 20 loAv-sided 
AA'aggons, 10 box AV'nggons, 20 hinge-side Avaggons, 5 covered goods Avaggons, 
2 travelling cranes, all in good order. NarroAV gauge engine ordered from Assouan to 
Angash; 2 more narrow gauge engines at Barrage under examination; 2 engines, 
12 Avaggons, broad gauge, go to-day from Cairo to Assouan, IMay metre gauge 
engines at Suakin be ordered round ? 


No. 375. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 300.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 1, 1884, 7 P.M. 

YOGR Nos. 570 and 574. 

TYc agree to leaving Fremantle and Chermsido to act on their discretion. 
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So. 376. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 400. Ext. 300.) Foreign Office, September 1, 1884. 

I HAVB .eceived you. —. ^ 

ttfe AH.a«. and bb .cciuost that 5.000i. should be 

spent in this manuci is supported by GcnoiulBreimut o decision should he 

lLta"i:S^ofr^S:S and colonel 

Cliermside sliould act on their own discretion in the mattci.^ 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 377. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 2, 9‘45 A.M.) 

(No. 576.) . September 2, 1884, 9-30 a.m. 

(Telegiagi^)^ sent messenger yesterday .to Gordon with my message, one from 
Lord from Gordon’s' family. Ivitehener says messengers go 

pi^etty easily now, and whenever it is required he can send one on. 


No. 378.. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 2, 2‘45 r.M.) 

(No. 577.) _ Cairo, September 2, 1884, noon. 

(Tok|mpluc.)^^^_^ telogiam has been received from Major Kitchener, dated the 
31st August, at Lehheh, repeated to Lord Northbrook : 

.< {Private and Confidential.) , j , ^ 

:■—jS'Ss 

BasiSSikrof vS MO mcmtal 0 *^“.^;; «0 black “suh.«,« 'ti''l' dS 

4 guns, ‘nrhcTily ^it™rolSe“j)ortgot Lrawi; 

tyia I thorLe think there is no feasible means of 

helping. Oorfon cKeptb^ ''o necessary from here to Khartoum. 

good light close to Khartoum will see the matter through. 


No. 379. 

Earl Granville to Mr . Nicolson. 

(Telegilphie.) 

ISrS&Sto IrWh to retain from giving 

advice to King. _ ■ - 


No. 380. 


The Earl of Duffer in to Earl Granville.—{Received September 2, 6 P.M.) 

(No. 42. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, September 2, 1881, 11’45 A.M. 

I HAVE been informed confidentially liy high authority that the Ottoman 
Ambassador at Berlin has informed the Porte that an interview is arranged between 
the three Emjicrors at Warsaw for the 4th September, at which the Egyptian question 
will bo discussed in a sense hostile to England and hivourahle to Prance. 

I have no means of testing the truth of this statement. 


No. 381. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office h\j the ir«/' Office, September 2. 

The Mareiuis of Hartington to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

IVar Office, September 2, 1881, 12’25 P.M. 

EIRST consignment of 100 boats Avill arrive at Ah'xamlria in six steamers 
between 21st and 30th Septcmhi'r. A second consignnn'iit of 400 Avill arrive betiveen 
5th and 15th October. Hake all an-angi'inents in anticipation to facilitate landing, 
and for forwarding them to Assiout, and thence to Wady Haifa. A com})leto set 
of boats’ rations nail be supplied from this country for both sets of boats. 
500 Canadian “ voyageurs ” and 300 Kroomen haA'(' been engaged to assist in navigating 
the boats. The fornn'r will arrive at Alexandria in the “Ocean King” about 
2nd October ; the latter about 10th October. 


No. 382. 

E Sir J. Walsham to Earl Granville.—{Received September 3.) 

(No. 523.) 

Aly Loi‘d, Paris, August 31, 1881. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Loi'dship lu'rewith a copy of the reply 
which has been returned by the Ercneh Governmoit to the note Avhieh, as stated 
in his Excellency’s d(>.spateh No. 432 of the 21st ultimo, Lord Lyons addressed to 
AI. Jules E('ny on the same day, in accordance Avith your Lorclship’s instruction 
No. 018 of the 15th July, relati\’e to the control of the press in Egypt, and to the 
measLiri's Avhich the Khedivial GoA'crnnient jiroposed to adopt for putting a stop to the 
anomalous immunities enjoyed by editors of foreign journals. 

After explaining the nature of these Regulations, Her Alajesty’s Ambassador 
expressed the hope that the Egyptian Government might ahvays depend upon the 
co-operation of the Ercneh Ag('nt at Cairo in enforcing them. 

M. Jules Eerry states in his note that the Ercneh Government are perfectly ready 
to acknowledge the value of the motives Avhieh induce the Egyptian Government 
to bring the press under general legislation, and they have no lu'sitatiou in declaring 
that in princi])le they have not any obji'ction to such an arrangement, especially as the 
the Alixed Tribunals Avould he competent to take cognizance of the system for giving 
ctfect to it. 

Directly, therefore, the draft Decree eonc*crning this (question shall liaA'c been 
prepared by the Egyptian Government, and communicated to the Ercneh Government, 
the latter, Al. Jules Eerry says, Avill be ri'ady to examine, Avith a sincere desire 
of coming to an understanding on the subject, the system Avhieh it is proposed to 
substitute for the special prmleges no\>' guaranteed to foreigners in Egypt under the 
Capitulations. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) JOHN WALSHAAI. 


[408] 
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Inclosure in No. 382. 

M. Ferry to Sir J. Walsham. 

Paris, le 29 Aout, 1884. 

qui conseillent ii 1 Ailmmistiatioii l.i,}ii lui ' obicction do imncipo contre im 

d&ir d’anivoi- i unc entente, et do taeili or ^ auiourd’liui des 

garantics specialcs quo les residents etian^cib cn L^},\ ^ J 

Capitulations. Agrdez, &c. 

(Sigue)’ JULES EERllY. 


No. 383. 

Mr. Nimhon lo Earl OrimaUe.—{nemvcd IScplemher 3, 3 p.M.) 
(Telegraphie.) 

^?o™GSnU>avo telograpt.d,, ttu-ough their Agent at Cairo, to Consul in 
Abyssinia in sense desired by your Lordsbip. 


No. 384. 

nlegnw, communicated lo the Fo reigu Offic e b, the War Office, September 3. 

Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson lo the Margais of Hartington. 

Cairo, Septemher 3,1884,1'lO P.M. 

21 d miles, -n-ator plcntitul, after rain lias fallen, as tar north as _ 


No. 385. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— {Received Septemher 5.) 

(No. 578.) Cairo, Septemher !i, 1884. 

(I'elegraphie.) IMcndoys near Sinkat; 

killed “™"ttK^ rcrnloreements 

to Handoob, whicli Aniaras summoned to surremlcr. 


No. 386. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— {Received hy telegraph, Septemher 5.) 

(No. 859. Ext. 578.) Septemher 5, 1884. 

^7vTTTEN ANT-COLON EL CUEEiMSlDE telegraphs under to-day’s date that 

Amams are rnportci 1 ; have attacked the Ilakdah Ua.Iendowas near Srnkat; they 
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killed ten, took grain and a considerable amount of cattle, bayonets, and arms 
belonging to late garrison. 

Eazzi Ali, Commander at ITandoub, was summoned to surrender, but ivcnt to 
Tamai to Osman Digna and insisted on reinforcements. These and ammunition being 
sent rendered it impossible for General Ereemantlc to make a diversion. 

There was as usual unimportant living last night at Suakin, small squads of the 
enemy very easily dislodged, one Egyptian Avounded. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ‘ EDWIN 11. EGERTON. 


No. 387. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 5, 7‘50 p.m.) 

(No. 579.) 

(Telegraphic.) _ Cairo, September 5, 1884. 

MASON BEY telegraphs that Mudir of Kassala, on 5th August, reports position 
difficult, garrison disheartciu'd; asks for relief; short of provisions. Defeated enemy 
twice about 1st August. IMason has ordered him to retire, if possible. No signs of 
movement of Abyssiniaus for relief of Kassala. Mason doubts whether garrison will 
cscajAC Avithout coA'cring force. 


No. 388. 

The Ear! of Dufferin to Earl Granville,—{Received Septemher 6.) 

(No. 288.) 

My Lord, ^ Therapia, August 30, 1884. 

I AGAIN saw the Grand A^izier on AEonday, and on my observing to his Iliglmess 
that the telegram he liad fovAvarded to Musurus Pasha, of AAdiicli I sent your Lordship 
a copy in my despatch No. 282, did not apjAcar to indicate any A^cry great desire on 
the part of the Porte to come to an amicable understanding Avith us in reference to 
the Egyptian question, his Highness replied that, if the Ottoman GoA'crnment had 
shoAvn .some pertinacity in their request to have a ternr fixed for the departure of the 
British troops from Egypt, it Avas Ix'causo such a circumstance Avould go a great Avay 
tOAvards disarming the suspicions of the Sultan, and Avould proA'c a poAverful weapon in 
the hands of his responsible advisers in their controversy Avith the opposing faction at 
the Palace, who noinlshed Ilis AEajesty’s ill-Avill toAvards England. On my again 
remarking on the 1 utility of fixing dates in regard to a condition of alfairs so fraught 
Avith uncertainty, his Highness obseiwcd (and this Avas the most important iioint in 
our conversation) that if at the time wlien tlio date indicated liad arrived the circum¬ 
stances ot the case still required the presence of an English army in Egypt, the term 
could be easily prolonged. 

On my referring to the constantly-repeated desire of the Sultan to substitute some 
other personage For the actual Khedive, Saul Pasha stated that the Porte had ahvays 
combated that notion, and that upon this point and upon cAnry other he Avould be in 
a much better position to influence the Sultan if he could induce us to acquiesce in 
the fixation of a date for evacuation. 

There is a great deal of force in Said Paslia’s assertion that his OAVn hands would 
be much strengthened Averc he to succeed in settling a point AAdiich the Sultan has so 
much at heart; but it may bo doubtful AA’hcther any acquisition of influence he might 
thus obtain AA Ould bo exercised in our support. Tlie Avorkings of his Highness’ mind 
arc Aery obscure, and his policy is so apt to ))o influenced by circumstances remote 
from the actual issue that it is doubtlul Avhothcr any condescension upon our part 
in regard to the naming of dates might not be productive of more embarrassment than 
advantage. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DUEEERIN. 
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No. 389. 

Her Majesty the Queen to King John of Ethiopia. 

September 6, 1884. 

Kings of Ethiopia, Johannis. 

WE trust your Majesty is in good health. 

We are. through the mercy of Maiestv’s Envoys the letter which your 

We have received from the hands of Xch you request that the 

Majesty addressed to Us on the 19th rLurnc l to you. We have had 

Treaties brought by them might 

pleasure in ratifying these Ircaties ^ ^ thc^’ratifications to he transmitted 

V'e also take this opporturnty to cp-ss to your Majesty Our tkauks tor the 
presents which you sent us by y?™‘? vour ^ilaiesty’s uninterrupted health and 

e- 

Lord 1884, and in the forty-eighth year of VICTOEIA E. & I- 

(Countersigned) Geanville. ____ 


No. 390. 

Her Majesty the Queen to King John of Ethiopia. 

September 6,1881. 

Kings of Ethiopia, Johannis. 

M^E trust your :Majcsty is in pod 

We are, through the mercy of Envoys the letter which you 

Masson ah,^undei^^ have” to express Our that m a^^^ 

present in this matter thp has been acemwp . y Massowah under 

L^plteCtoro/t^^^^^^^ Majosfy. a.u, will no clouht 

^ntoro<;t the nro^rcss and development of your Majesty s ^ 

aucl "ir~l“S:‘' to 'jZurmi« kealtU and 

Lord 1884, and in the torty-cighth year ot 0"‘VICTORIA B. & I. 


(Countersigned) 


Geanville. 
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No. 391. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 8.) 

(No. 830.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 26, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of an account of the fall of Berber, which 
was obtained by Major Kitchener from Berber soldiers who surrendered to the Mudir 
of Dongola at Debbah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 391. 

General Sir E. iroofZ to Colonel Watson. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, August 23, 1884. 

EOLLOVHNG is account of capture of Berber got by Kitchener from Berber 
soldiers who suvrendered to Mudir of Dongola at Debbah:— 

A month before fall of Berber, the men (of wliom 123 were regulars) were sent to 
Shendy ; there they were surrounded and lost 30 ; the rest got back in boats. Hussein 
Pasha Khalifa did not go to Shendy after this. 

The force at Berber was 1,000 regular infantry; and of irregulars, Cairo GOO, 
Berber 800, Ababdeh 100; with one gun, 10 gunners, and two steamers. 

Twenty days after ret urn from Shendy, Bi'rher was suiToiindcd by 60,000 Arabs. 
Three outworks were made. Hussein Paslia held a Council, and his officers agreed to 
light. He then went to his house, and was not seen again. He ordered the soldier 
not to fire on the enemy; but al’ter three days the soldiers being fired on, returned the 
fire and skirmished for five days, during i\hich time several letters passed in and 
out of the town. Assault began at 3 a.m., and ended at 8 a.3I. Enemy attacked 
north side with all their rifiemen, while the s[)car3meii and swordsmen under cover of 
the fire rushed in on the south and east, I'he Abahdehs and Bashi-Bazouks were the 
first to be broken, and the latter had their Colonel killed. In the town itself the 
soldiers continued to resist, hut finally 100 ran to the steamer and crossed the river 
with Saul Bey Ncdecm, the Vekeel (Sub-Governor), and surrendered eight days later. 
A sergeant, who wont back for haggag(', lu'ard that many men ivcre killed. 

There was no ivant of ammunition during the fight, as 200 boxes of ammunition 
had come from Cairo, 25 of which Avere left unopened. 

About the 5th June El Hoda crossed to the left bank Avith 200 men, taking 
the 25 boxes of ammunition and 12 cases of arms Avith camels, and also the 100 
soldiers Avith him. 

In seven days he arriAU'd, by the desert route, at a point three hours east of 
MeruAA i, Avhere he Avas joined by Nathan Kamar and many men. Next day he went 
near to the telegraph station of IMcruAvi, and advanced in tAventy days to Debbah, 
raising the people. At the fight at Debbah, El Iloda divided his foreo into throe 
columns, having all the riflemen together, and attacked the fort. But the Arabs 
could not stand, and the 100 soldiers fired and their broke, and a sergeant and 10 
soldiers surrendered. The rest of the soldiers returned with El Hoda to their 
families. 

In Berber there are now G30 Egyptian officers and soldiers used as slaves by the 
rebels, and the Mahdi’s name is mentioned in prayer instead of the Sultan’s. All 
Turks are declared to bo heathens, and ought to be driven out or killed. 

Eloycr, on the 10th August, Avrites that, on the left bank of road to Dongola, 
fodder is scarce in August. The people are ignorantly tranquil and indiiVerent. He 
thinks the Mudir Avill remain at Dongola until he can get a better place' ni'arer Cairo. 

Officer commanding Turks is a Erench-speaking Turk. The soldiers pray all 
night. Everybody goes about armed. 


3 N 
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No. 392. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 8.) 

My ^ Cf/iro, August 26, ISS-i. 

^ ON receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 293 of the 20tli instant I_ forwarded 
the message of Her Majesty’s Government for General Gordon to Major Iptchcncr, to 
he sent on by the men Avho had brought General Gordon s last letter to the Mudir oi 
Hongola. I have now the honour to inclose copy of a telegram received to-day from 
the Mudir of Dongola by the Egyptian Government, asking for the instructions of 
Nuhar Pasha to let the messengers go. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGEllTON. 


Inclosiirc in No. 392. 

The Mudir oj Dongola to Nubar Pasha. 

(Traduction.) ^ 

(Telc'’'raphiQiie.) Eandak, le 25 Aout^ 1884. 

J’aVaIS retenue, conformement aiix ordres de votre Excellence, Ics incssagcrs 
envoyes iiar Gordon Pacha. Tine dcpcehe que Ic Colonel ni’a adressce de Dehha 
in’informe qne d’ordre dii Consul-General d’Anglctcrre, il y a lieu de les laire repartir 
pour Khartoum, en passant par Dehha. 

J’attends les ordres de yotre Excellence a ce snjet. 


No. 393. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received September 8.) 

(No. 838.) . .00 4 

My Lord, Cairo, August 29, 1881'. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s No. 357 of the 25th July, and to my No. 546 
of the 19th May and No.‘ 701 of the 13th July, I have the honour to inclose herewith 
copy of a Circular recently issued by the Minister of the Interior to the Mudirs of 
provinces and Governors of towns, informing them of a decision of the Council of 
Ministers, hy which the Police Administration is made an integral part of the Ministry 
of the Interior, under the name of “ General Division of Public Security.” 

His Excellency Ahd-el-Kader Pasha, as IMinister of the Interior, further invites 
the cordial co-operation of the Mudirs and Governors in removing existing misunder¬ 
standings, and in putting the Avork of repression and prevention of crime upon a 

satisfactory footing. . 

,\t the same time, as Inspector-General of Police, he makes a similar appeal to 
officers of all ranks of that service. 

Py a Decree of the 21th August, Mainours-el-Merkcz* in LoAver Egypt are named 
“ Officiers de Police Jiidiciairc,” and are designated as “Juges de Contraventions 
AA’ithin the limits of their “ nierkez ” or district. 

As your Lordship Avill perceive, the changes thus introduced hy Nuhar Pasha in 
the existing system are not A'ory revolutionary, and, although the police arc placed 
under the Mudirs and chief civil authorities as regards discipline, the authority of the 
chief police officials OA'cr the force Avill not he practically interfered Avith. 

The main change is that the police, in matters concerning public security, aaIU 
noAV report to the GoA'crnors and Suh-Governors instead of to the superior police 
officers. Thus the previously existing duality, Avhen thc^ Mudir and police both 
indci)endontly reported to the Ministry of the Interior, will disappear. 

The Dmsional Inspector-General is, therefore, removed from his position hetAveen 
the IMudir and the Ministry. He is no longer able to give orders in a province without 
rcferenei' to the Mudir; hut, on the other hand, this is compensaffd for by a Bureau of 
Public Security, mainly, under the charge of European officers in the Ministry of the 
Interior; thus giving greater real intluonee to the Inspector-General. 

This Avill, doubtless, increase the power of the superior police authority for useful 
-*work, as in practice, under the present application of the iicav system, it is recognized 
that lie is cmpoAi cred to issue orders on matters of public security. 

* Or '• Na'rirs-ol-Kisin ” equivalent terms. 
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I admit that this system, though it Ai ill probably Avork well under the present 
Miuister of the Interior, a sensible man, Avho treats his European subordinates well, 
might he found less tolerable than the late one, in which tbe police were moi’c inde¬ 
pendent Averc a reactionary Minister (of the old Turkish school) in Abd-cl-Kader’s 
place. 

But nearly any Administration Avould Avork ill in this country Avith reactionary 
and ignorant Ministers; and this is a contingency Avliich, I trust, is not to be seriously 
looked for. 

The giving of magisterial poAver to the Mamours-el-Merkez to dispose of petty 
offences is a move in the right direction, though some friction may have to be avoided 
at first AAdth the Juges de Contraventions of the Tribunals; and a law Avill also be made 
to enable the Nazirs-cl-Kism (who in UjAper Egypt, AAdiere the native Tribunals are not 
yet established, answer to the Mamours-el-Mcrkez in Lower Egypt) to exercise similar 
functions. 

I think, so far as I can judge, the modifications made arc good in so far as they 
regularize the position of the police; and they may be better able to point out irregu¬ 
larities, such as the abuse of delegation, so common in Egypt (Avhere the Avork of 
superior officials is often made over to some very subordinate Delegue, or even to a 
Ddlegue’s ddlegne), and thus obtain their correction. 

The creation of the Bureau of Public Security in the Ministry of the Interior 
should give them this poAver. 

To make plainer the changes made, I annex the inclosed diagrams showing the 
difference hetAveen the tAvo systems.* 

So far as I can judge, I consider that Nuhar Pasha has shown sense and tact in 
these moditications, and I think he has certainly kept his promise to mo that he AA Ould 
make no violent changes. 

This, hoAvever, is not the opinion of some of the officers of the Police Corps, Avho 
consider that Mr. Lloyd’s system has been entirely upset by the late Circular. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 393. 

Circular No. 224 of August 24, 1884. 

THE accompanying decision published by the Council of Ministers by letter to 
the IMinister of the Interior of to-day’s date, touching the duties of the police in the 
Mudirichs and Gouvernorats, is to the elTcct that the Police Administration is an 
integral pari of the Ministry of the Interior under the title of “ General Division of 
Public Securityand, according to the instructions in the 8th Article, the Minister 
of the Interior noAV issues it to tlic IMudirs and Governors in order that it may be 
knoAAm tliat tlic duties of the police arc to he carried on accordingly, &c. 

(Signed) AB-DEL-KADER, 

Minister of Interior. 

Lo Conscil des IMinish'es, 

Considerant que le Decret cn date du 31 Decembre, 1883, rclatif a I’organisation 
de la police a donne lieu a des erreurs d’interpretation ct d’application quTl importe 
de redresser dans I’interet d’unc bonne administration, a adoptd les Rdsolutions 
suiA'^antes :— 

Article 1". Les bureaux de la Direction Gdncralo do la Police feront partie 
intdgrantc du Minist6rc do I’lntericur sous le titro de “ Division Generale do la Sfirete 
Publique.” 

Art. 2. Dans les IMoudirichs ct les GouA^ernorats la police est placde sous les 
ordres directs des Moudirs ct Gouvcrncurs qui sont responsablcs de la securitd 
publique. 

Art. 3. Dans les kisms ct dans les merkoz la police est placeo sous les ordres 
directs des kisms ou des Mamoixrs Merkcz agissant comme delegues du Moudir. 

Art. 1‘. Los Chefs do Police dans les chefs-licux do province soront designes a 
Pavenir sous Ic nom de Mainour do la Police, ceux des kisms ou des mcrkcz sous 
cclui do IMoaAviu. 


• Not printed. 
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Art. 5. Tons rapports relatifs a dcs crimes ou i'l dcs ddlits, a la surete ct a I’ordre 
publics dcvront etrc adresses par la police aux Nazirs Kisms ou aux IMamours Mcrkcz 
ct par ccux-ci aux IVIoudirs, cpii Ics transmcttroiit au ^linist(''rc dc^l Tntcricui. 

Art. 6. Lcs Cliciks dcs villages sou tenns de prcvc'uir immediatement pour telle 
suite q\ie de droit Ic postc Ic plus voisin, de tout crime ou delit qui scrait commis dans 
Igiits loctilit^s* 

Art. 7. Dans lcs provinces la police m' proccdcra pas aux onquetos judiciaircs, 
mais en eas de crime ou do delit die devra se rendre, sans memo attendre dcs ordics, 
sur lcs lieux, dans le plus href delai possible, pour proeedc'r aux eonstatations neccs- 
saircs ct aux mcsurcs provisoircs; die devra immediatement aviscr le JSazir Kism et le 
IVIamour Merkez, qui proeedcront conformement a la loi. to .• 

Dans lcs Gouvernorats il n’est pour le moment apporte aucunc moditication au 

fonctionnement actud dcs bureaux de police. i i ' 

Art. 8. Le Ministre de I’lnterieur port era ii la eonnaissance de ses subordonnes 
les decisions qui prcceVlcnt et leur cn fera eonnaitre I’csprit veritable ct la portec cn les 
invitant a s’y conformcr sans retard. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 393. 

Circular to the Mudirs and Governors, No. 48 {undated, but hehreni August 24 and 28, 

1884). 

"WITH reference to Circular No. 22t of tlic 2 Ltb August, and Superior Order of the 
same date, bis Exedbmey the ^liuister of tbe Int('rior invites the cordial co-opcr.ation 
of the iMudirs and Governors in removim;' ('xisting miMuiderstaudiug, and in putting 
the work of repression and prevention of erinu' on a s:itislai4<n'y looting. 

It will be noticed that although tlu' police' are diiydly undei Gie chief cn 
authorities in each district, the ordinary duties irgarding discipline, drdl, and mh'riw 
economy will be conducted un.h'r the supervision ol the superior police ollicials am 
the Mudirs and Governors nill not ordinarily mtc'rfere in such matti'rs (paragraph 8 of 
the Superior Order of the 31st December, remaining in force as before); 
if au/civil ofTicer sees anytbiiig wrong in such matters he should report it to the 

Ministrv of till' Interior at onci', in the interests ol good order. 

o-encral Deuailation vill shortly be published, showing how the ordinary duties 
of the polici' Mith'ivlerenc(' to prevention of crime shouhl be carried on. 

:tludirs uill ph'asi' direct provincial .Mamours ol rohee to si'c that the police carry 
on their ...oneral duties in accordance nith tlu'si' Ih'gulations but they will never 
interfere with anv special orders giM'ii by a ]\[amour-el-:\lerk('z or Nayr-el-Kism 
with rcft'rcuce to public s(>curity duties ; such ordi'rs should he ri'iiorted to the .iudii, 
who Avill confirm them or change them as he thinks neci'ssary. , -i p 

Mudins arc requested not to maki' permanent changes in the distribution of the 
forcc^G.thout consulting the ^linister of the fiiterior, though such temporary changes 
as may be ucci'ssary are permitted, as at pri’sent. 

Inclosuri' 3 in No. 393. 

To accompan) Circuhrfrom Miuhlrii of Iiilcioy rynlimj ii, Police Jnmpeomls 

received under I^o. 224, August _4, 1884. 

Circular. 

IN publishing to the force the accompau/iiig Circular from the of the 

Interior \he Inspector-Geii.'ral counts on the cordial co-operation oL ofliceis ol .il 
ranks in putting the luture working of the force on a satisfactory tooting, .am 

lo tlio autliorit.Vs dl 

oftita ho most ™,vlul no f" S'vo any 

orders on subiccts not conni'cted with their own I'xecutni' dutu's, '>i‘ 
wbUrirewn suggest a desire to interfere with the authority of the Miid.r ami 
Hc‘il district authoritii's ovi'r tlu' |)olie(' within thi'ir respi'ctuc chaigis. 

P ovimil , a clistriot CIm- , of I'oli.s- nill lojnll.v ami stnotly ol.oy lln' onlrn-s 

they rcfoiv"tan Unhlmlivs 


always that the police forms no separate Administration, but that it is a branch of the 
general interior administration of tlu' country. 

They wall at the same time endeavour to carry out their duties according to the 
Degiilations in so accurate and energetic a manner that the superior civil authorities 
may have confidence in the correct performance of all duties in matters of detail, 
without which they must necessarily be impeded in those more important duties which 
devolve on them. 

By order of the Minister of the Interior, 

(Signed) E. A. JOHNSON, 

Deputy Inspector-General. 

Cairo, August 27, 1884. 

Inclosure 4 in No. 393. 

Extract from the “ Moniteur Egyptien” of August 26, 1884. 

De'cret. 

NOUS, Khedive d’figypte, 

Vu lcs Articles 6 ct 125 dii Code d’lnstriiction Crimincllc; 

Sur la proposition do notro Ministre do la Justice ct Pavis conformc de notre 
Conseil des Ministres; 

Dderdtons: 

Article 1". Los Mamours IMerkez dans la Bassc-Egypte sent uommes Officiers de 
Police Judiciaire. 

Us sont designds corame Jugos de Contraventions dans la circonscription de leurs 
Merkez. 

Art. 2. Notre Ministre do la Justice cst charge de roxecutiou du present 
D6cret. 

Eait au Palais de Bas-el-Tin le 3 Zilcada, 1301 (24 Aofit, 1884). 

(Signe) MEUEMET TEWEIK. 

Par le Khedive: 

Lo President du Conseil des Ministres, 

Ministre do la Justice, 

(Signed) Nubak. 


No. 394. 

Mr. Eqerton to Earl Granville.—(Received September 8.) 

(No. 839.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 29, 1884. 

I HAVE received from a secret source the inclosed Memorandum respecting the 
mission of the French Vice-Consul at Ismailia to the King of Abyssinia. 

According to this IMi'inorandum the French Vice-Consul seems to have obtained 
considerable concessions from the Negus. This is a very different version from that 
given by Mr. Felice (see my despatch No. 761), but I am inclined to believe 
Mr. Felice’s version is nearest the truth. 

I have, however, written to make inquiries on the subject from Captain Speedy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN U. EGEllTON. 


Inelosiire in No. 394. 


Memorandum. 

UNE correspondance arrivee reccmiuent d’Abyssinie fait savoir quo le Consul do 
Franco d’lsmailia so trouve dopuis quelqiu's mois ehez le lloi Jean charge de la partde 
son Gouvernement d’unc mission seerMe. 

Cette correspondance aimonce aussi quo lo Consul en question est tr6s bien traitd 
par lo Iloi Jean, ct qu’il a pu obtenir toutes les concessions voulucs. 

[ 468 ] 30 
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On pretend quun accord avait etc ctaldi entre la Franco ct I’Abjssinie. par 

fe tatq" “fSi a Ffigypte 

pour obtenir dcs territoires ainsi quo Ic port do Massowali. 

La corrcspondance est datee du 7 Juillet. 

Le 27 Avril, 1884. 


No. 396. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.— {Received September 8.) 

(No. 841. Ext. 565.) 29, 1884. 

My Lord, „,a-r.-tT nf n toloo-ram from Commodore Molyneux 

from^Suc^Tn^repUinr'^ I'^ieSly League propose to attack Handoub and 

*“fi™».otelo,ran;sf™r« 

to my telegram o£ to-day stating t .at ho rebels ,, Oaftarich ” 

night, and that they have “11,*“’“ j j puKuit, and the former coming up 

SuE S’s s. .fiv .=J Jjiii “ •' “ “ = 

"““colonTcimlSe “"-iveil this rveek report Khartoum m 

Colonel v^iieimsiue TnvVsi nntl Dervishes in Eerber arc at peace. 

(Signed) ’ EDWIN n. EGEETON 


Inclosure 1 in No. 395. 

Commodore Molyneux to Mr. Egerton. 

Suakin, August 29,1884. 

(Telegraphic.) vonnvts Eriendlv League at Mosliid under 

MESSENGER considered trustwortlD icpoits irienniy 

five Chiefs intending to attack Ilandoub and Siiika . 

Osma.. .igna,. 

now at Otao, and swears be Mali remain tbeie ncutia . 


Inclosure 2 in No. 395. 

Governor Cliermside to Colonel Tlatson. 

Suakin, August 28, 1884. 

‘"n'SSrOUTAKT flimg tor f" 

sailor grared. W dhou' h t nin-ht a little to the south of Suakin 

noon that enemy had hoarded three dl ' ; ; ,„.is„„ovs in their hands; dhows 

Harhour ; killed 4 men. 7 irdarat 3-30 r.M. The “ Condor ” 

sailed south. The stcam-s up ^ sendiu" tribesmen in boats. The steam- 

Sd™ M&thi‘’'"“rreturned: igege is iiufct; so also is Bowaya. 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 395. 

Governor Chermshle to Colonel Watson. 

Suakin, August 29, 1884. 

” came np 

‘‘J Gribrieh” ANdtirgur‘uid'^^ videinJ.: in top-, and on deebs at 500 ^ards. 
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driving back enemy’s camels and cavalry. Enemy removed fifteen camel loads, and 
succeeded in firing one dhow. 

“ Galfarieb ” kept enemy’s infantry back in bush ; sent in boats under fire, but 
finding that many men were required to haul out dliows, through winding channel 
under fire, she burnt two remaining dhows, and returned this morning. She reports 
she killed upAvards of ten of the enemy. Her Captain deserves considerable credit. 

Unimportant firing at centre and right last night. 

Several jiilgrims Diis week report Khartoum in hands of the Turks, who fire on 
the rebels from steamers. 

Turks and Dervishes at Berber at peace. 

Amarar tribe have been holding Berber road near Dissibil for some time. Enemy 
still at Ilandoub. 


No. 396. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 8.) 

(No. 846.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 30, 1884. 

I HAVE this day received the inclosed telegram from Captain Speedy from 
Sanheit. 

Befcrring to correspondence as marked in the margin,* lam inclined to think the 
favourable reply from the King refers to the letter written by Captain Speedy to the 
King, asking that a trustAvorthy officer may be sent to receive the Queen’s letter and 
the tAvo Treaties, as reported in Captain Speedy’s despatch of the 5th August, inclosed 
in my No. 798 to your Lordship of the 13th instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inelosure in No. 396. 

Captain Speedy to Mr. Egerton. 

(Telegraphic.) Sanheit, August 20, 1884. 

RECEIVED favourable reply from King. 

Ras ordered to consult ais. AVe intend visiting him Saturday. All quiet here. 


No. 397. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 8.) 

(No. 848. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 31, 1884. 

I INCLOSE confidentially extract of a private letter to General AVood from 
Mr. Eloyer, head of the Egyptian telegraphs, Avho has been lately in Dongola on 
business connected Avith his Department. This letter contains a full personal descrip¬ 
tion of the Mudir of Dongola. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAAHN H EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 397. 

Mr. Floycr to General Sir E. Wood. 

(Extract.) Dongola, August 10, 188-4. 

I INCLOSE a IMcmorandum of the AA^cst bank route from Haifa, which is more 
accurate than neatly draAvn. 

I think the I'csult is ratlier a striking instance of the uniformity of a cameTs 
pace, Avhich I estimat'd at 3 miles an hour Avith one exception of one and a-half hours 
at 5 miles, and the ridi' into Dongola at 4 miles. I had no idea Avhen I began imd- 

* No. 195; Captain Speedy, Telererapluc, Ai)gust .■); Mr. Kyevton to Capl.du Speel\, July 23; and No. 316. 
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tiplying tUo hours hy miles what I shoukl come to, and thmh ‘1“; or w d 

2 miles ol the geuerally aeecpted ihstauec. is lishucc Tho 

August that had I ridden faster the camels would not li.uc Ined the ilistaucc, 

only way to get them tluough was to ride slo« ly and longer hours. 

^ The very few people we met along the route were ignorantly tranquil. One man 
meuM tLtKali heard a run,Sur that JIaho.ned Ahme. wto - 
the Maluli, had gone to seizx' some Sultan and had been captuied. q 

was not^oE ,vith the Mudir this (>vening 

introduced myself officially, and placed myself lil^ ^Persi^^ 

cadaverous hoarded man, with a large Jewish nose. Uc dresses lathci like a 1- 01 sia 

Dervish with a hroAvn felt skull cap and loose turhan, and uses a spcjir for a aa 
S ick. He speaks very quickly, nervously, and indistinetly, and is much harassed, hut 

111 'can lau"h and then his small hroAvn eyes look honest. t 

I do itot know what my first impressions may he worth three weeks hence, hut I 

WllcnYquoted to him your words about his standing alone for months, &c., he 
was,Tthougirm-eful to .^ive no sign. ... I 

Avith Eo-vptian Ministers, he has never hcen made aAvarc of the extent to aa men 
Enilaiffi has interested herself in Egy])t. burden o his ^ 

Dongola, and AA-hat he had done for it in the three mon hs \ 

Ea'mo'lore Avherc he Avas formerly, and Avhat he had done there. Dt had iouncl t 
coifem ami shunas empty, and had filled them -What an ^ 

man like him, Avhile others had gone away with huge bags o goW, ekc- All this ^th 
much detail of amounts of beans, corn, momw, and frequent lefeicnccs to his servants 

foi p ordinary sclf-iustification of any Eastern Governor, Mudir of 

Slintotoc w .0 0 st^ I as betu called to acccunl, and not mud, above tbe 
fetid- udial yom^g^^^^ "'onld say if. after au absence, you sa.d your horses wore 

looking thin. ordinary man who has got a good berth, and will not 

give it urunlil he can arrauge to a JIudirieh nearer Ca ro, or rerhaps buy a 
Govcrnorffiip in Turkey. He shoAvs no sign of leaving Dongola. _ 

Trabke fairly ctuveys the impression I receive, llttirSt me 

h-vc' been careful to ask no questions about him yet. lie has asked little about me, 
Ids pumper is a fi-ood-iiatured little Turk, eommanding the troops, aaJio speaks - 

Maiiri^^M'c{!,“my correspondent when at Haifa, is a good man, eighteen years 

’‘^■'I'hc Mudir and eouseouentlv every one else, is intensely i-eligious, all the night 
u,uv. r afe i d. at be soldiers'all abtut the street drum and trump,- all u|g ,t to 
keq, lhems,-lves awake, ami it is dose and dusty. Evc.y one ,s armed. Even the 
liaiber eaini' to me with a hig spear. 

P.S—Eoree at Ih'iher 2,810 men, 2 steamers, 1 gnn. 


No. 398. 

Mr. Eijerlon to Earl Grmrille.—{Recewnl September 8.) 

8111 .) Coiro. Anpust 31 , 1881 , 

^ Til Austrian A,dh.g Oousul-Oeuoral has reeeiTod a copy of Sir A Paget’s note 
to Onu't ithi.t respeeliug the Press Law in Egypt, and has been told to make 

(t* i f - 

rights under tlu' Capitulations); all that he wanted Avas suppoit fiom the ilepicsen 
tativi's of ilu' Powi'vs in carrying them out. 

1 have, «e. 

(Signed) EDWIN II. EGEllTON. 


2.37 


No. 399. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 8.) 

(No. 850.) 

My _ Cairo, August 31, 1884. 

I HAVE received from ]\Iajor Kitclicner the inclosed ci'py of the IMahdi’s Pro¬ 
clamation,^ Avith a precis of tlie translation into English ; also a copy of a statement 
made to him hy soldiers, cyc-Avitnesses of tlic fall oil' Eerhor, together Avith extracts 
from letters received at Assouan from persons in Berber, advising their friends to 
believe in the Mahdi. 

I send these documents rather as characteristic pictures of manners than as 
containing information of much jnihlie interest. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 399. 

Proclamation signed hij Mohammad Ahmed, the “Mahdi,” son of Abdullah. 
(Translation.) 

IN the name of God tlio Compassionate and Merciful, praise he to God onr 
gracious Lord; and prayer and peace upon our Prince Mohammad and his 
folloAvers ! 

Prom the zealou.s servant of his Loi-d, Mohammad the IMaluli, son of Abdullah, 
to his friends in God, to the faithful Avho believe in God and in His Book. 

My beloved, it is knoAvn lo you all iliat faith in God and peace Avith Him is more 
to man tlian his oAvn soul and all he possesses, and more than family and brethren, 
God hath said, “lamily and cliildren Avill not profit you in the day of resurrection;” 
and as for hini Avhom his relations si'parate from God, his love cannot last, but the 
angei of God is upon liim, and he Avill tlien he anxious to oiler iii) even his parents 
and belongings as a ransom; hut his prayer shall not he licard. 

I'or such men God hath said that they sliall lie enemies CA'i'iiof their oavu hcloA'cd, 
hut the faithful will not he so; therefore he Avho believes in God and Ilis Prophet 
ought to folloAA' the truth and eonseut to God’s judgment, and purify his soul to 
prepare for the great day. "Whoever is longing for bliss ought to ask the sanu' for 
his OAvn parents and brethren; for every man Avho is Avise knoAveth that the day of 
death is nigli, and the Avorld to come is the AA’orld CA'crlasting, Avherein we shall behold 
the Proplu't and his folloAvers, and onr oAvn hcloA^d ones ; Avhile the disobedient Avill 
be suflering thcAiratli of God. He is Aviso Avho asks salvation for his OAvn soul, not 
ffioking hack Avith regret iqion earthly ties, hut yielding them up for the sake of God. 
Eor God liath said in Ilis Book, “ No pity ought to he shoAVii towards your relations 
and friends Avhen it is a question of setting up the faith, for the love of God.” Love 
of money and pomp and iiride arc the first causes of falsehood in the heart of man, 
and falsehood nourishes tlierein as plants in streams of Avater. And they are the 
faithlul Avho look not to worldly Avcalth, Avhieh passeth aAvay from us and must he left 
behind, for the faithlul knoAV their luture; and the liars also are aAA’are of their fate. 
.... The Government now is just as it was iii the days of the Prophet, aud our times 
arc as those of the Prophet, &e. 

21 Regeb, 1301 {May 17, 1884). 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 399. 

Letters from Persons in Berber. 

1. Mohamed-el-Omrain to his Father, Mohamed-el-Grali. 

August 3, 1884. 

ON the 12th iMay last the Emir IMohamed El-Khairi, Avho Avas aiipointed Emir of 
Berber, licsieged tlu' town until the 24th, Avhen lie entered aud killed many of 
the people and strangers. 

Sell all and go Avest; Ave cannot reach you noAV until the Dongola road is opened 
[4GS] 3 p ^ 




"Write to our Emir, and tell him you believe m the Mahdi, and ask hmi 
care of us; and write also to the Mahdi himself through us, and we will send it on to 
him; and thank El Hagg Atwa for our deliverance. 


2. Mohamed Sidiman Berasi, at Berber, to his Father, at Assouan, 

(No date.) 

I advise you to leave, and to otey the MaMi's orders, as Assouan will sliare the 
fate of Berber; and so also will every town on the Nile. 


3. Is)nad Saleh to his Father, Saleh Shendea, at Assouan. 

Berber, August 4,1884. 

Your letter of last June has arrived, and I have given your respects to the Ameer 
of Berber &c , and he hogs you to leave Assouan before the army besieges it, even for 
L SstaAce ^f one hour to the north or south. We heard tl-t -hen they ^ 
digging the fortifications at Assouan they found a toinh, whence two holy men of 
God issued forth, and told the diggers that all who digged would 

Likewise, the diggers found two watcr-jars, and at once knew that eveij Chiistia 

K at Ms “rtdten and also all about the soldiers. 

uro hack all my i^perly. The Mahdi has oriered m„ to 
marry the daughter of Gcnad [?]. I will come to you as soon as I am allowed 
who escaped death have lost their goods, except those who I’au away and returned 
after the capture of the town. These latter have their share of the spoil, 
for the Treasury, and four-fifths for the conquerors. . 
surrendered, hut is in great difficulties; so also is Bongola, hut rnany c ’ 

is God’s will. Take your children to Edfoo, and do not be at the fortifications. 


4. Osman Hasan to Mohamed Hasan, Assouan. 

Berber (no date). 

Berber has been taken by the swords of the brave men of the Mahdi. 

Be careful not to disobey our teacher the Mahdi, for he is the real man, hut as 
soon as he comes believe in him and help him. 


5 and 6. To the same effect. 


No. 400. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, September 8. 

The Marquis of Hurting ton to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

War Office, September 8, 188-1', 2'50 P.M. 

“ STANDxillD ” correspondent telegraphs from Cairo on 4th quoting what he 
calls a confidential telegram ti-om Colonel Colville, from Dongola, expressing distrust 
Mud™ but giving an opinion that it is best not to quarrel with him at picsent. 
Please i‘epo!tuUh™ such a telegram was received, and, it so, how it was divulged. 
I wish a most searching inquiry to be made. 


No. 401. 

Earl Granville to Lidge Mercha Worke. 

Foreign Office, September 8, 1881. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the Queen’s "I' 

original copies of the Treaty between Her Majesty, His :Ma 3 esty the Iviug ol Lth.oi c, 
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and His Ilighness the Khedive of Egypt, signed at Adowa on the 3rd June, 1881; and 
of the Treaty between Her IMajesty and Ilis Majesty the King of Ethiopia for 
the suppression of the Slave Trade, signed at Adowa on the 3rd June, 1884, which 
Treaties were brought by you for the purpose of being ratified. 

I have the honour, at the same time, to inform you that these Treaties had been 
previously ratified by the Queen, and that the ratifications were dispatched from this 
.Department on the 18th July last. 

I am. &c, 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 


No. 402. 


Earl Granville to Lidge Mercha Worke. 


Foreign Office, September 8, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the answers of the Queen to 
the letters from His Majesty the King of Ethiopia, dated the 19th June last, which 
were presented by you to Her Majesty ;* and I have the honour to request that you 
will deliver these letters into the hands of your Sovereign. 

Copies of Her Majesty’s letters are likewise inclosed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEANVILLE. 


No. 403. 


Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, September 9. 


The Marquis of Hurting ton to Lord Wolseley. 


War Office, September 9, 1884, 2'35 p.m. 

BUTLER recommends 100 ductile steel boats of same dimensions and in addition 
to the 800 wooden to provide against possible losses or damage by rocks. They 
would bo in throe pieces, each piece weighing 450 lbs„ and form water-tight compart¬ 
ments, would be fairly bullet-proof, and could bo built in a month. Do you wish for 
them ? 


No. 404. 


Acting Consul Burrell to Earl Granville.—(Received September 9, 3-55 p.m.) 


(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, September 9, 1884. 

LOUD NORTHBIIOOK, Lord Wolseley, and Sir Evelyn Baring arrived and left 
for Cairo. 


No. 405. 


Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 10.) 

(No. 581.) 

(ielographio.) Cairo, September 10, 1884, 8*30 A.M. 

LORD NORTHBROOK and myself arrived here last night. 


Nos. 380 and 390, 


i 
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No. 40G. 

The Earl of Northbrook to Earl Granville— {Received September 10, 11‘30 A.M.) 
fTdeiraoliic.') 

AHEIVED last niglit, presented letter to Kliedive to-day, who expressed most 
cordial feelings towards Her Majesty’s Government and gratilication at my mission. 


No. 407. 

The Earl of Northbrook to Earl Ch'anville.—{Received by telegraph, September 10.) 

Mv Lord^^^" ^ ^ Cairo, September 10, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that I arrived last night at Cairo, 
and have this day presented to the Khedive your Lordship’s letter. 

His Highness expressed most cordial feelings towards Her Majesty s Government, 

and his gratification at my mission. 

° I have, &c. 

(Signed) NOETHBEOOK. 


No. 408. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.-‘{Received September 10, 4*5 p.m.) 

tTclc^raiihic.) Cairo, September 10, 1881, 3‘i5 r.M. 

LETTERS of merchants and of officer at Khartoum, received at same time as 
Gordon’s letter of the 20th July, say that provisions are getting dear, hut may last tor 
four or five months ; confidence expressed in Gordon; garrison in good health. 


No. 409. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 10, 4T0 p.m.) 

tTcl’c^raphic.) C'«/ro, September 10, 1884. 

MUIHR of Dongola telegraphs that rebels from Kordotan and Rerher were 
completely defeated by his troops at Corti, in Ambucoll district, and that Mahdi’s 
Emir aud^El lloda and other Chiefs Avcrc among the slain. 


No. 410. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received by telegraph, September 10.) 

(No. 871. Ext. 584.) in 

Mv Lord Cairo, September 10, 1884. 

^ I HAVE the honour to forward herewith translation of a telegram from the 
Mudir of Doimola to the Cabinet of the Khedive, announcing that he has completely 
defeated the iMicls at Corti, in the Ambulvol district, and that the Mahdi’s Ameer, 
El Hoda, and several of the principal Chiefs, arc among- the slam. 

I have had the honour to send to your Lordship the substance of this message by 

“■''‘‘S'-'-l’’’- IUavc,&0. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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luclosure in No. 410. 

Mr. McCullough to Lieutenant-General Stephenson. 

(Telegrapbic.) Assouan, September 9, 1884. 

EOLLOWIN G telegram, in Arabic, from the Dongola Mudir to Khairy Pasha, 
Cairo:— 

“ September 8. 

The rebels from Kordofan and Berbc-r were to-day cneountered at Corti, in the 
Ambiilcol district, and we gained a complctci victory over them. On the conclusion of 
the battle avc Found amongst the- slain Mabmoud, tlie Ameer of Dongola, also Ahmed 
El Ilcddai (Hoda), the Clul-f Ameer; and Ameers of M^cstern TripoU (Africa), Cairo, 
Kcnch, Esneh, and Assouan. 

“ Details will follow.” 


No. 411. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Barinq. 

(No. 304.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 10, 1884, 0-45 p.:\r. 

MY Circular to Embassies of tlic 15th duly resjiccting Egyptian Press Law. 
Preneh Government state that tlu-y have no objection in'pi-ineijde to Prc.ss Law 
being placed under g('neral legi^lat ion,\>sp('eially as the liixed Tribunals uill be 
competimt to deal with tbc application of the Regulations promulgated, and that as 
soon as draft peeree lias beim commuiiicati-d to them they will consider it with sincere 
desire of arming at understanding, and ot subst itnting a common agreement in lieu 
of special privih'ges now enjoyed by forc'Igiu’rs under flu- Capitulations. 

Egyptian Government should draft l3('erce and submit it to Powers without d-lay. 


No. 412. 

Earl Graiivilh’ to Sir E, Barinq. 

(No. 4.05. Ext. 301.) 

^ _ Foreign Office, September 10^ 1884. 

\v Tfir relerenei- to your despatch No. 580 of thi' 2nd dune, and to mv des|)atch 
of the loth didy to Her Majesty’s Representatives at tin- Courts of tin- Great Powers, 
of \Ahich a copy has beim sent to you, on the subject of tlu- Press Law in Egypt, I 
transinit to you bm-ewith the co])y of a despnteb from Her Majesty’s Ifinister in^Paris, 
inclosing a uoti' from the Preneh Minister for Poreign Alfairs, in ivliieh are embodied 
the views of tlu' Prcneli Government on tlie suggestion of ITcr Majesty’s Government 
that the foreign Agents in Cairo should be instructed to assist the Egyptian 
GoA'crninent in enforcing the I’l-gulations which it jiroposed to ado])t to ehcclc the 
anomalous immunities enjoyed by editors of foK-ign journals in Egypt.* 

M. l-i-rry states that as soon as tbe draft of a Decree to tins effect has been 
eoinnuinieated to the I’r/meh Governnu-ut they will eonsidm- it, Avith the hope of 
arriving at an understanding, and o! sulislituting a common agreement in lieu of tin- 
special privileges now guaranteed to foreigners in Cgypt under tlu- Capitulations. 


(Signed) 


T am, &c. 


GRANVILLE. 


No. 413. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office bq the IVar Office, September 10. 

General Lord II olseley to the Marijuis of llartington. 

Crt/ro, September 10, 18S4. 

lOllErGN officers cannot aeeomjiany force; owing to naturi' of operation no 
conveyance could be found lor tlu-m. All who (-nti-r lioat must pull an otir, whateiTr 

No. asj. 




their rank, and must carry stores and haul boats at portages. Correspondents must 
provide their own means of conveyance and supplies. They cannot go in our boats. 


No. 414. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 404 a.) 

Sir, Eoreign Office, September 10, 1884. 

I HAVE received a telegram from Sir E. Baring iuforming me of liis return to 
Cairo, and of liis having resumed his duties as Tier Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
General. 

I have great pleasure in informing you that tlic able manner in whieli you have 
discharged your duties as Acting Agent and Consiil-Gcncral during Sir E. Baring’s 
absence has met Avith the entire approval of llcr Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 


No. 415. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 305.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Septe}nber 11, 1884, 3'30 p.m. 

ABYSSINIANS leaA'c London on lllii instant ibr bgypt in Peninsular and 
Oriental steamer " Cartilage.” Tliey a\ ill lA'inain some days at Cairo in order to obtain 
Egyptian ratifications of I’reaty. Egyptian Govenannent should arrange for some one 
to moot and take charge of them at Suez. 


No. 410. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office hg the War Office, September 11 . 

General Lord Wolseleg to the Marguis of Har ting ton. 

Cairo, September 11, 1884. 

AI^TEB consulting Avith Northbrook and Sti'plienson, find, Avhen for(*c goes 
LoAVor Egypt, Avill require four and a-balf reginnmts of infantry, oni' squadron of 
cavalry, four batteries of artillery, for lines of communication to Khartoum, inaddition 
to native army ; six battalions Avould require to reach neighbourhood of Shendy 
or Khartoum Avitli about 5,000 lighting men. Therefore required tivo battalions 
from Malta, and about 1,100 men for camel corps from England. Propose to raise 
them thus: forty men from each regiment Household Cavalry, from sixteen lino 
regiments of cavalry at home, from each battalion Brigade of Guards, and two home 
battalions Bille Brigade. T do not ask for from line' infantry, as they baA^c none 
to spare. These picked 1,100 men on camels aaIII be quite ('([ual to twice best line 
battalions in military value ; and T most earnestly beg, with full knoAvlcdgc of military 
position here, that these men may be at once selected, e(piipped as mounted infantry, 
and s(‘nt Avith all dispatch. I’hese measures ])rovidc for possible contingencies of 
of going by riA’cr to Kbarbmm. Unless sent quickly it may be impossible to redievo 
Khartoum this yt'ar. Eull details will go by lu'xt post, and rough copy Avent lionu' by 
Italian mail on Oth instant. 


No. 417. 

The Sccrelarg to the .Idniirallg to Mr. Currie .— [Received September 12.) 

Sir, Admiralli/, September \), 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of tlu* Admiralty to tinnsmit to 
you, for Earl Granville’s perusal, the inclosed copy of a general letter dated tho 
12th August, from Comnualore Molyneux at tSuakim, importing proceedings. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGBEGOH. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 417. 

Commodore Molyneux to Admiral Lord John Hay. 

,, " Sphinx,” at Suakin, August 12, 1884. 

A8 regards the recent movements of Her Majesty’s ships on this division, I have 
the honour to report that the “ Moodlark ” returned here on the Oth instant, haviim* 
visited Massowah and Aden, to Avhicb latter place she took the envovs, carrying the 
Queen’s iircscnts from King John, i}od('idab, and Bahdoor Island (^\o-ik). 

2. Inquiries made by mo lu're about the Kbedivial mail seiwice before she sailed 

led mo to give Commander King.scote diserdionary orders about the cuvoa's and 
presents, so that in the CA'cnt of any difficulty arising about the mail-steamer at 
MassoAvali, lie could consult Captain Speedy and arrange the best A\ay for carrying out 
their Lordships Avishes, con\ pying the envoys, Km., to Aden, if ne 'cssnry, to be sbiiiiicd 
irom tlioi'c direct in aii sleamcr. 

3. According to Commamh'r Kingseote’s Beport, it seems fortunate that I did so, 
as there would Iuiat been great difficulty in arranging passages in the Eyvntian 
steamers, croAvded as Bi('y always arc at this time of year; and it aaxvs I believe 
^nsidercd A'ery undesimble tb it tbe envoys should be mixi'd ui) Avith ’Turks and 

more than Avas absolutely necessary. 

4. The Abyssinians themsedves Averc certainly much pleased Avhen thev found they 
were going to Aden in an Engli di man-of-Avar, and a special messenger aius sent to the 
King Avith the iicaa s. 

rm “Vroodlark” by telegraph to call at TIodeidah on her return. 

1 lough huAing a large pojmlation, it is reported to bo a Avridcbed placi', AA’ith an 
auehorage quite exjiosed and Any bad landing for boats in bad Avi'atlier, eommunication 
being inqiosnble. A 'I’mkisii corvette was tlieiv landing 1,200 troops, and more Averc 
cxpccteil, winch it A\as thought would rapidly bring the rebellion to a close Tho 
people at Hodndah did not senn to conneet tlu' insurrectionary movement with any 
r “ seeuK'd one of tlie ordinary risings against Turkish rule, led by 

bhcrit Indm, an Arab CliiiT, hitherto Avith considerable success. 

. fj- 'I'lif've .seems to bo sonni sympathy in Yemen with the Jilahdi’s insurrection on 
this side, not that tiny belicAU' in the Mahdi as such, but simply as a good man fmhtino 
against oppression. o o 

Kingseoto rc'ports that the Slave Trade seems actiA’c, Juno and 
July being the busy months. I'he shums are landed north and south of ITodeidah and 
are brought infer sale in small batches from a village calh'd iManowah, about’one 
(lay s jouriicy. I hey are chiefly imported in dhows from Edd-Tajoureh and Zoila. 

liiL' inhabii.lilts at *Vgil\, in Commander Kingseote’s opinion, AVi're not supplied 
with AA-ater for so long a time as was proviousl\ nqiorted. I shall therefore arramm to 
have a condensing ship sent there sooner than was at first intimded; but raiu may'soon 
be expected, Avhich Avill make the people quite independent of further aid. 

Ihey seemed to be in no fear oi any serious attack, and quite confident of their 
poAver to keiqi the rebels off if they attempt to attack thi'in. 

t). The “ V'oodlark’s ” engiiu's rciiuire some examination and rejiair. Her air- 
piuiip rods are constantly breaking, and T Avill endeavour to fuid out the cause. She 
Avill also chain her boilers, &c., Avhich Avill occiqiy a fortnight at least. I’lie “ Condor” 
has been cleaning and ('xamining ber boilers, scrajiing lu'r side and paintiiu'’ Ai liito 
The whole of her boilers will not be liiil.shed for anotlnn- ten days, but she is readv to 
proceed to se.a if required. Hie “ Carysfort ” arrivial on Sunday, the 10th instant, and 
tJio Briton Anil proceed to the Last Indies immediately tlii' “irumbcr” arriAW's 
(expected to-day) w ith lun* stores. 

10. Ihe inclosed Beturn shoAvs the sick stati' of the stpiadron and marine battalion 

■Ihc great heat has undoubtedly told on the men, but there is not at this moment any 
serious case of sunstroke under treatment. ^ 

11. An extra Khedivial .st('amer brought the condensing boilers Imre; they haA’e 
been hoisted out, and the Avork of erecting them will be at once taken in hand. 

I haAm, &c. 

(Signed) B. 11. M. MOLYNEUX. 
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Inclosuro 2 In Ko. 117. 


Rlturn showing the Sick state of Her Majesty’s Ships, &c., at Suakin. 


Hospital. Yictualletl. 


Sphins 

Carysfort 

Briton 

Tyne 

ronclor 

Wo idlaik 

Albacore 


Iloyal M irine Battalion 
Seedic'- .. •• 


(Signed) 

“ Sphinx," ot Suakin, August 12, 1881. 


R. n. M. MOLYNEUX, Commodore. 


Xo. 418. 


Sir E. tiuriny to Earl Granville.— {Uccrired Septemimr 12, 2-\o I’.M.) 

(Xo. 585.) _ September 12, 1881, noon. 

(Tclcgrap nc.) . , ]S"o. 30 L (d tlio 10th iushint. 

\OUX Eoiclblup&TUc iam i> . l,'o.vnti;in Cietoniinenl to buhinit 


lIm artminisloi'ea l>}- lU. Tntei.ation.l 

LlK L.iw oj lji Jr Pnivf'vs Imt ni'onosals in connection with tltis 

ilmm’h oi’ Ihr'Mil.jrra' wcinailc 1)V llu’ Commisarru vtui-c Kqiovt is niiw under tl.c 

coiisid<'i'atiuM ot tlic Poiiei's. 

Xo. 119. 

IL. Xirolsm to Earl Grurville.—{Received September 13.) 

(Xo. ^1.) Athens, September 3, 1884. 

nfE™,di™o)d«T'my ve,upt r.ud transmitted to 

(Signed) A. XICOLSOX. 


No. 420. 

T/a Seen'larn to the Admiraltn to Mr. Currie.-{Received SepUanber 13.) 

Admiraltii, September 9, 1884. 
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the 14tli August, from Commodore Molyneux at Suakin, reporting the state of 
affairs at that place. 

T am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAX MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure 1 in Xo. 420. 

Commodore Molyneux to Admiral Lord John Hay. 

My Lord, “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, August 12, 1884. 

THE mission on which Lieutenant Phillipps and Mr. Brewster ivcrc sent, as 
reported in my letter of the Gth instant, seems to have been very successful. 
■Whether any really important result uill follow depends on many things, and tribal 
politics are always uncertain; hut at any rate, for tlic moment, the Arabs arc again 
divided, and a strong friendly league has been formed by tlic solemn oath of the 
following very important Chiefs :— 

Sheikh Kort Ilamid, Slu'ikh Bcsliir, Sheikh Ali Kcrai, Sheikh Isa Abdullah, 
Sheikh Ilubal Otman, Sheikh Mousa Bachieri: these are said to represent a force of 
upwards of 10,000 fighting men. 

2. It may be several days yet before they arc able to attack the Iladendowas and 
others under Osman Bigna, and they may require some substantial aid to keep them 
from falling away, as they did before. To avoid this, I tliink Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chermsidc ought to have authority to assist them with money, &c., if he finds it 
necessary. The sum required would probably bo very small in comparison with that 
being spent on the Bedouins about Korosko and Assouan, while they have the 
opportunity here of rendering imnu'diate and important service. 

3. There is very little other local lu'ws of interest; the nightly attacks continue, 
but the Arab tactics have altered. They now generally eonimcnce early, sometimes 
before 10 o’clock, scattering themselves in small bodies all over the plain round the 
town, and keeping up a more or less brisk fire for some hours. 

4. They have sulfered some losses, especially one night when tlirce or four sections 
seemed to direct their attacks chiefly against the ships, with a result that out of 
sixty rifiemen tlu'y lost seventeen killed, and several very badly wounded, They do 
not often come near excc'pt when there is very good cover, but their higli angle fire 
keeps up a pretty constant fall of bullets in the town and round the ships. Several 
of the natives have recently been wounded. 

5. The rebels ar(' said to be in largo numbers at Disibil (or Esiljil), situated in the 
hills on the Berber road about 40 miles from here; the 2,000 Iladendowas mentioned 
in my last letb'r having joined Osman Bigna’s forces there, tlic numbers both at 
Tamai and Ilandoub being much reduced, being about 3,000 or 4,000 at the former 
and under 1,000 at the latter. Tliese niimhers are, however, not entirely reliable. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. 11. MOORE MOLYNEUX. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 420. 

Commodore Molyneux to Admired Lord John Hay, 

My Lord, “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, August 14, 1884. 

IN continuation of my letter of the 12th instant on the state of affairs, I 
have the honour to inform your Lordship that flu; friendly concentration headed by 
the X^orthern Amarars is by all accounts progressing satisfactorily. Most of the 
Southern Amarars have joined them, and Colomd Chermside is trying to gain over the 
head Amarar Sheikh Hamid IMahmoud, who is still with the enemy. 

2. The Northern Amarars concentration is said to amount already to over 0,000 
men, and they have been recommended to make Arbat the point of general 
concentration. 

3. The Southern Iladendowas are reported to ho inclined to waver, but this 
requires confirmation. 

4. Ci'rtainly on tlu' whoh' there appears to be reasonable hope of at least 
weakening very materially Osman Bigna’s intlucncc here, and if we continue to show 
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activity with railway works, &c„ the hostile comhination may very possibly melt 

In the meantime the W”'a 

12th instant a native woman in El-Kan: Wt j 

Ihave, &c. -n 

(Signed) B. n. MOORE MOLYNEUX. 


No. 421. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 852.) Cairo, September 1, 1884. 

My iiouour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram sent by the ^ 

Doneota™.tt““ last, with the account given by a sol^r escaped Irom Berber 
of the state of things at that town, and the ^ 

(Signed) ’ EWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 421. 

The Miulir of Dongola to the Cabinet of the Khedive. 

(Translation from the Arabic.) iggi. 

“!’“l'CvCc‘°AvX^^e w ithout mercy to rape and massacre. 

““^‘luSrS.are in fear ot his arrival, winch they think very probable by 
El.DanuuMo“thcBmirMohamm.ad^ 

Khrias^bccrcr^ting'' (ortmeations round the Mudirieh as a dctcnco against Gordon 
o'All the people ot Berber liavo lost patience and await tlic sliglitcst militai-y 
aretwGovernment makes them 
■■“‘“o TOc'lfTofTrilabdi’s army at Bongola. and their tear o£ the Mudir, have 

““"“..t my” mgld f“ hmU iK a Christian, Costaudi by name, 

who remained with ^Mohammad Ahnu'd Ihrahim at Meniwi. 

f. liXre I left lierber Ahmed 151-lioda had received six eases ot gunpowder. 

“ That is all I hnow, or have heard, or have seen 
» I was ten days on the road heLweeu Berber and Dongola. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 855.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 2, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from the Mudir of Dongola, 
dated the 31st August, in which he attributes the retreat of the Mahdi’s Emir from 
Kordofan to his OAvn advance to Abu Gus. 

With respect to the ivclls on the Kordofan road, Nubar Pasha having ashed me 
what answer should be given, I told bis Excellency that it was better not from here to 
send the Mudir any instructions at all on the matter. 

I have no doubt that Major Kitchener, who is on the spot, Avill advise the Mudir 
what it is best that he should do. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDIVIN II. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 422. 

The Mudir of Dongola to the Cabinet of the Khedive. 

(Translated from the Arabic.) 

(Telegraphic.) Abu Kassi, August 31, 1884. 

HAVING learned that a certain Mahmoud, son of El-Hajj Mohammad of 
Kordofan, had determined to come to Dongola, and set up there by force as Emir, I 
did not hesitate to march against him and prevent liiin from raising the frontier tribes 
in revolt. 

On arriving at my intrenchments, my deputy wrote and told me that IMahmoud 
was at Um Bclecla, one h'nguc fi’om the river, with a large body of soldiers, 
150 cavalry, and several camels, and n as about to attack Dongola. My advanced 
guard, however, came in and informed me that when Mahmoud had heard of my 
preparations he bceam() alarnu'd and bad tied, and Avas reported to have united with 
El-lloda’s army. He is, I am further told, on the Dongola-Kordofan road, and is 
constantly attacking tlu' passers by between Matoil, Sahil, El-Amcra, and Bclecla. 

In order to put a stop to these vexatious attaeks, I eonld easily have blocked iip 
the wells on the route, b\it I have ri'frained from doing so as they may be useful in 
the future to our own troops when they advance on Kordofan. 

Please instruct me as to this last point. 


No. 423. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 85G.) ^ 

My Lord, Cairo, September 4, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram from Colonel Chermsido 
respecting the state of alfairs near Suakin. 

The main point in it is the suggestion for reinforcements of British troops. 

I liaA'c ]rot foiavarded it to your Lordship by telegram, as I have no reason to 
think the suggestion would be countenanced, and I have fold Colonel AVatson so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDAVIN II. EGERTON. 


Inelosm’C in No. 123. 


Colonel Chermside to Colonel Watson. 


(Telegraphic.) 

AlATTERS going well politically. 


Suakin, September 3, 1881. 
but I think it right to report resumd of 


situation ; — 

Tokar district: Rebels hard up for fond and pasture, 1 alt.r owing to dry season, 
'fhey are much deprc'ssed by hostility of Beni Anier and fcaidatories ; 1 trust latter will 
be supported. If they Avere attacked by Abyssinians, or ALosiem towns and territory 
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'\rerc siuTcndcrccl, tlicy might ho thrown thus into the arms of the Mahdi. The 
unamino us evidence of prisoners, spies, and deserters shows rebels at Tamai are 
diminished in numbers, and losing by sickness and wounds. They are very hard up, 
and talk continually of throwing themselves on the mercy of Government. 

The Handooh and Sinkat rebels arc very nervous about Araarars; doubt as to 
true mission of Mahdi, mentioned in all camp meetings of Samarar, Gcrayih, Meshab- 
Hanselab. Hadendowas reported to wish to make peace with Government until the 
advent of Mahdi. 

Very numerous communications in long Reports, but I cannot forward without 
political bureau. 

General and Commodore, who see these, concur that moderate local British 
initiation might cause collapse of Eastern Soudan rebellion, unless the action of 
Abyssinia produces Moslem reaction. Third letter from Amarars received, ursiug an 
attack on Ilandoob, and asking for supplies. Their advanced guards have taken 
200 sheep and twenty-three laden camels from the Iladendowas. 

Initiation not feasible with present force. I wish merely to state situation, 
without presuming to recommend action. 

Considerable success of Rashidas below Tokar. It is rumoured that Berber 
reported afraid, and hard up for food owing to no planting. 


No. 424. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received Septeniber 14.) 

(No. 858.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 5, 1884. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 813 of tlic 19th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inclose the original letter from General Gordon to the IMudir of Dongola, dated the 
20th July, 1884. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosurc in No. 424. 

General Gordon to the Miidir of Dongola. 

(Translation.) 

11 is Excellency the Mudir of Dongola, 

KHARTOUM is well, with all the soldiers and others. It is necessary to inform 
me of your alfairs. 

(Signed) GORDON PASHA. 

26 Ramadan {July 20, 1884). 

Khartoum all right. 

(L.S.) C. G. GORDON. 


No. 425. 

Mr, Egerton to Earl Granville.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 862.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 7, 1884. 

IN continuation of the subject of my despatch No. 755 of the 1st August, I have 
the lionour to inclose a Return showing the effective strength of the Egyptian army 
on the 1st instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 
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Inclosure in No. 425. 


Staff, Upper Egypt. 

Sir Evelyn Wood, V.O., G.C'.M.G., K.C.B. 
Colonel T. Fraser, C.M.G. (A.G.) 

Major Wingate (A.D.C.) 
Lieutenant-Colonel Quirk. 

Surgeon-Major Rogers, A.M.D. (P.M.O.) 


Brigadier-General Grenfell, A.D.C. 

Colonel F. Duncan ., , 

Colonel Chermside 

Major Hare 

M.ijor Chapman 

Major Kitchener ,, 

Major Rundle.. 

Major Stuart Wortley ., 

Major Wodehoiisc 


Commanding Troops, Assouan. 
Commanding Troops, Korosko and Haifa. 
Governor and Commanding Troops, Suakin. 
Staff Officer, Suakin. 

Staff Officer, Assouan. 

Special employ. 

Special employ. 

Speciid employ. 

Commanding Mounted Troops, Suakin. 


Colonel C. M. Watson, C.M.G. 
Miijor Smith-Dorricn ,. 
Major Mantell.. 


Surveyor-General. 

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Chief Topographical Department. 


On Leave. 

Lieutenant-Colonel H. H. Parr, C.M.G. .. Sick le.ave. 

Major Pigott •• ,, ,, Pending retirement. 
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(Signed) H, L. SMTTH-DORRIEN, Major. 

Cain, September 1, 1884. (F™ Assistant Adjutant-Generai.) 
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No. 426. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 14.) 

(No. 803. Confidential.) 

Cairo, September 7, 1884 

yllH icfcrencG to my No. 823 of the 23rd ultimo, mentioning the sup¬ 
pression of the paper “ El Ahram ” on the 20Lh ultimo, I have the honour to inclose 
^pies 01 the correspondence on the subject between the Prencli Consulate and the 
Egyptian authorities. 

Nuhar Pasha’s argument is that M. Tahla, a Syrian Procureur of a French 
convent, shares in the proteetion given hy France to that establishment, hut as 
exercising a profession outside the affairs of tlie convent, M. Takla, in Nubar’s 
opinion, cannot claim exemption from the law. The Egyptian Government acted 
m a similar way in the case of the suppression of the newspaper “Egyptc.” 

He is not unwilling to give satisfaction for want of form in closing the office of 
the paper without having previously notified his intention to the French Consulate, 
and has made liis excuses tlirough the Governor of Alexandria for this irregularity, 
but refuses to allow the paper to reappear before the end of the term of its sus¬ 
pension. 

Niihai Pasha tells me he may have to pay damages for the loss occasioned 
by closing a printing-press used for objects other than that of a newspaper, but that 
tliG damages for that loss cannot be large. W^itli regard to the main question 
of the suspension of the paper, previous precedent proves, he says, that he is in his 
right. 

Nuhar Pasha now proposes to introduce a Law which will enable him to 
suspend a newspaper without having recourse to the measure of stopping the work 
of the printing-press, which alivays entails an action for damages, as ho says the press 
IS generally used for other publications. 

I hare, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 426. 

Decree, 

LE Conseil des Ministres, 

Vii TArticle 13 do la Loi du 26 Noverabre, 1881; considerant que le journal 
“ El Abram ” a public dans ses colonnes de nombreux articles politiques de nWre k 
porter atteinte a I’antoritc et a la consideration du Gouvcrncment de Sou Altessc le 
Khddive; considerant quo le niiuicro do cc journal on date du 11 Aofit, 1884, 
contient uno corrcspoudancc de Load res de raenie nature, plus violente et plus 
injurieiiso que les precedentes publications ; 

Considerant quo dans la situation actuellc du pays et dans I’etat des esprits, ces 
publications sout daugcreuse pour I’ordrc public, 

Arrete: 

Le journal “El Ahram” est suspendu iiour un mois, a date de la signification 
de la presente decision, dont l’cx6cution est confide au Ministro de I’lntcrieur. 

Fait au Caire le 19 Aoht, 1884. 

Le President du Conseil des Ministres, 
(Signd) N. NUBAE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 426. 

The Inspector of Police at Cairo to N'ubar Pasha. 

(Traduction.) ^ Le 20 Aout, 1884. 

L’AIlilETM do suspension du journal “El Abram” a dte signifte cc matin a 
6 heures et dcmic a Selim Bey Takla, aprds s’y 6trc energiquement refnsd. L’im 
primerie a etc fermee et le scoau du Gonvernomeut a etc apposd h la porto. Deux 
agents de police out dte constitucs gardions. Aprds cola uu Ddldgue du Consulat de 
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' 'v \ or.v+i‘v fin hnvoau du iournal ou nous etions pour 
S“fo1SsiATNor‘lui‘avons vupoudu quo note mission est tomineo et 
nous sonimes partis. 

Inclosui’c 3 in No. 42G. 

The Governor of Alexandria to iSubar Pasha. 

(Tdlegrapliiciue.) . . , Talda. Scion affirmation 

^ CE matin a 6 licuros ct dcmie avret iut aonne assistance 

Euliray avoir ordres ^ .“"police ctSmprimoric fut fcrmcc ct sccllee 

dcuxE614sues Gouvernorat ct ct redaction proccs-vcrbal 


Inclosm-e 4 in No. 42G. 

The Governor of Alexandria to Nuhar Pasha. 

Le 20 Aoiit, 1884. 

(Telcgrapliiquc.) Tlno-o-nv nvotestor pour violation domicile et pour 

l“i=ancS“f^c':=‘S£ dLs nno aemi.i.ufC. Tatends 

instructions. _ 

Inclosure 5 in No. 42G. 

Nuhar Pasha to the Governor of Alexandria. 

Le 20 Aout, 1884. 

<''-'®'lotsTaLiondvoz Ics scollos ot laisso«z los deux gaKles ponv protdgor cos 
scclles. Priez Ic Consul dc s’adrcsscr au Mmistcie. 


Inclosurc G in No. 426. 

The Governor of Alexandria to Nuhar Pasha. 

Le 20 Aout, 1884. 

(Telcgraphique.) nommunication au suiet affaire Talda avant 

COxNSEL Erance refuse toutc ct lui ai6crit pour Ic prior do 

rdouvorturc dc Ijimpiamm confirmant'’refus ct demandant reparation, 

s’adresscr au Mmistmc. II proeLain train ct jc vais repondre au 

Votre Excellence aura copie de cette 1 

Consul rciterant pri^re dc s’adrcsscr au Ministcic. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 42G. 

Nuhar Pasha to the Governor of Alexandria. 

Le 20 Aoiit, 1884. 

tdidgjapidd 

y opposcr. Vons psiofcz do nouvoau ct 
par ecrit le Consul dc s’adresscr au :Mmistcre. 


Inclosurc 8 in No. 42G. 

The Governor of Alexandria to Nuhar Pasha. 

Alexandria, le 20 Aout, 1884. 

Excellence, . vmm I’amionccr par ma dcrnicrc dcpcclio 

dteiSd,''™ EUuenoo oopio do ia iotte 
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que M. Guillois, Gcrant du Consulat dc Erance ('u cotte villc, m’a adressce au sujet 
dc la signification au Sieur Selim Boy Talda, proprictaire du journal “ El Aliram,” de 
TArrctc Ministcriel qui frappe son journal d’unc suspension d’un mois et dc la fermeture 
de son imprimerie. 

3’ai repondu a M. le Gdrant on rciterant la pri6rc quo jc lui avais deja faite de 
s’adresser au Ministcrc pour tout cc qui sc rattaclic a cettc question. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) OSMAN OREHI. 


Inclosurc 9 in No. 426. 

M. Guillois to the Governor of Alexandria. 

M. le Gouvcrncur, Alexandria, le 20 Aout, 1884. 

IL r6sultc d’un proci''s-vcrl)al dresse par j\t. Ilaggar, Drogman dc cc Consulat, 
spdcialcmcnt dclcguc a cot cffi't, ([in' Ics agents dc la pc'lioc locale ont ferine ce matin 
Ics portes dc I’imprimcric dc M. I'alda, prntf'gc Eran 5 ‘ais. 

Cette exi^cution, clout Ics motifs me sont encore inconnus, n’a 6t(i preeddee 
d’aucunc communication dc votre part, ct die a dte consommdc a mon insu en dehors 
dc la presence dc tout officicr dc cc Consulat. 

Lcs mcmes agents dc police ont ('galement oppose la force au Brogman de cc 
Consulat, que j’avals charge do proceder a la reouverture dc rimprimcric. 

J’ai I’honneur dc fairc savoir a votre Excellence quo je proteste dnergiquement 
centre un actc quo je considi'-n' comme arhitrairc, illdgal a tons lcs points dc vue, et 
attentatoire a la dignitij du Consulat de Erance. 

Jc dois, ('n outre, prevenir votre Excellence que jo n’acceptcrai d’elle aucune 
communication, verhalc on dcrite, relative ii cettc affaire, avant quo Timprimorie dc 
M. Talda n’ait ctii rdouverto en ma presence ou (m la pr('sr>ncc dc roflicier consulairc 
que j’aurai ddsigne. Je rd'serve, (railleurs, dc la facon la jilus formelle, les droits de 
mes administres, en cc qui coneerne le dommage qu’ils auront dprouv(5 par le fait des 
mesures dc violence dont ils sont I’ohjet. 

Je vi('ns enfin d’en referer a rAgenee ct Consulat-Gcndral de Erance on Egypte 
pour demaiulcr la rdjiaration officielle do I’affront qui a etc fait a I’autoritd consulairc 
par les agents ct sur I’ordre de Tautoritc locale, dont vous ctes le Beprdsentant. 

Agri^cz, &c. 

(Signd) A. GUILLOIS. 


Inclosurc 10 in No. 426. 

Nuhar Pasha to the Governor of Alexandria. 

Caire, /e 21 Aout, 1884. 

J’AI re(;u copic dc la lettre quo M. Ic Gdrant du Consulat dc Erance vous 
a adrcssdc a iiropos do la fermeture dc rimprimcric du Journal “ El Ahram,” suspendu 
pour un mois ])ar Arrctii du Conscil des Ministres. 

Veuillez fairc savoir a M. Ic Gi'rant. qu(' le Gouvernement de Son Altessc nc se 
refuscra jamais ii donner au Consulat dc Erance toutc satisfaction qu’il pourra 
demander au cas ou le hien-fondc dc sa demandc lui sera ddmontrd'. 

Le Gouveruement nc croit pas avoir jn’oeedd ilh'galenient, il lui appartient de 
ddtermincr Ic rdgime dc la pressc ct dc Ic fairc ajipliquer. 

Au surplus, l\r. Takla, Eroeurcur de rctablissement des Erdres dc I’Ecolc de 
Eamlch, qui so trouvo sous la protection de la Eranc(‘, participc a la protection dc 
I’ctahlissemcnt pour lcs affaires qui coneernent ses fonctions; mais cette protection 
pcut-ello s’dtendrc et s’etend-cllc sur AI. Talda cxploitant uuc industric 6trangi''r(3 aux 
affaires du couvont ? Le Gouvirncmcnt nc le pense pas. Le Gouvernorat a-t-il agi 
illcgalement cn nc communiquant pas au Consulat de Erance I’Arrctd du Conscil dcs 
Aliuistres 1 Jc nc Ic pense pas da vantage, ct lcs prijeddents, s’il ctait ndccssairo, 
confirmcraient mon affirmation puisipi’il n’a pas etc proeede envers I’El Ahram ” 
autrement qu’cuvers “I’figyptc.” 

Enfin AI. Ic Gcrant du Consulat dc Erance ivscrvc tons les droits des intdresscs ; 
cettc reserve est fort Idgitimc, mais elle n’dtait pas ndcessairc. Los Tribunaux dc la 
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Eefomc se .ont 

ad instituds pour 1?* “ to Gouvcrnomont; c'ost il 

S^'’^STTaSi S sSssor pour Mro'valoir tous Ics droits aux<iuols il pout 

’’'nt^usprio.H lo Gouvoruour.clo^^ 

de Prance les considerations qni proci\lent, 3 ai ia conyicLiu i 
a dissipev tout malcntendu. Vciiillcz, &c. ^ 

Le Ministre des Aitaircs fitran"6res, 

(Sign6) N. NUBAR. 


Inclosurc 11 in No. 426. 

M. Monge to Nuhar Pasha. 

. Alcxandrie, le 21 Aoilt, 1884. 

fe.u™"';;:kpu-orroi^^^ 

fors- at:inS5’& X pour protd,^. ot 

ar|rr\viraua*^ o^utro oot aoto lu-utal 
et arbitrfiirc, ct je crois, sans ^.ouloir liion fairc ordonncr la lcv6o 

sSHis;sisi££=ias^ 

de la jiiridiction manqucrcz pas dans votrc sagcsse, do 

sauVo-aracnt la libortd ct los bicns clos Europoons on Or out, et ^ 
ricJordautla juste rdparatiou .p.e je dcmaude a c.npeel.er ect meulcut, deja tics 

grave, do prcncU'c do plus serieuscs proportious. Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) ’ MONGE. 


luclosure 12 in No. 426. 

Nubar Pasha to M. Monge. 

Le Cairo, le 23 Aout, 1884. 

‘‘rnT'l'houucur de vous aeeuser rdcepliou do votre depoel.edu 31 Aof.t, da.rs 

^:"a.tJra,lo..ba.to,.a,,de™ 

le CoHseil des;^ SUu.stres a dee., e 1 } a aU ^ ,,,, 

SUr.ue..t. „,.o i;i.,.pri...e..io .1.. jour..al “ Eos 

VvraniiOes” a etc rerinec et iiiise provisoirenient sous scclles. n.Vant one les 

sLu.t'E.S^r!;^ar^r:!1or..:'dela^^ 


Drogman do Totaldisscment di's Pivrcs do la Doctrine Clirotionno do Tuamlt'h, d. rpic 
cettc protection relative a Taeconiplissemcnt de lours fonetions nc sanrait etre etcndiic 
a Icur exploitation indiisirielle d’Ali'xandrie. 

Quant aiix actes hrutaux et arlntraircs dont auraiiait etc Tobjt't le Cliancelicr do 
votrc Consiilat ct le caivas cpii Taecompagnait, je les ignore conipleteiiKMit; je vous 
serai tr6s oblige do vouloir bien les preciser pour me niettre s’il y a litai memo do vous 
(1 miner satisfaction. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) NUBAR. 


Inclosure 13 in No. 426. 

M. Monge to Niihar Pasha. 

M. le Ministre, Alexandrie, le 25 Aout, 1884. 

J’AI Tbonneur do recevoir votrc depeebc du 23 do cc mois, et je suis beureux de 
constatcr, nne ibis de plus, les dispositions coneiliantes quo j’ai toujours cn Tbabitude 
de rcncontrcr aupres de votrc Excellence; mais il m’est impossible d’acceptor la discus¬ 
sion snr los limites qu’ellc vent assignor a la protection accordec anx ra'ias cn vertu de 
certaincs fonetions qui lenr sont eonfiecs. 

Votrc Excellence sait micnx quo personne, et les Gouvorncments Turc et 
Egypticn no Tout jamais contebe—des milliers d’excmplcs sont la pour le prouver—quo 
cclte protection s’etend, non scnlemcnt sur les personnes, mais encore snr les bions, le 
commerce, et I’industrie, de cette categoric do proteges, et les assimilo a de veritablcs 
nationanx. Aucun precedent susee])iibl(' de faire soui) 9 onncr le contraire ne pouvant 
etre invoque, je eroirai oiseux de m’etendi'O pins longtemps sur cc point. 

Je ne crois done, M. le Ministre, quo uGm referer a ma lettre, du 21 de cc mois, 
ct maintenir la demande de reparation qui y est contenue, sans y ricn ebanger, tout en 
faisant savoir a votre Exci'llenec quo si cet incident n’etait pas entii'^rement termine it 
la satisfaction du Considat de Eranec h Alexandrie, le 27 courant, jo serai oblige do 
considei'cr tout retard comme un rd'us, et de demandcr do nouvclles instructions {\ 
M. le Ministre des All'aires Ktrang6rcs a Paris. 

Votre Excellence trouvora ci-joint copie du proces-verbal qui a etc dresse par le 
Cbancclier et constatant la violation d’un etablissement Eran^ais par los antorites 
B*>-yptienncs d’Alexandrie malgre Toppo-dtion de Tautorite Consnlaire Eran^aisc. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) MONGE. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 426. 

The Governor of Alexandria to Nubar Pasha. 

Excellence, Alexandrie, le 26 Aoiit, 1884. 

J’AI Thonucur d’infoi’mor votrc Excellence qu’un acte vient de m’etre signitie 
aujourd’bui par un huissicr du Tribunal Mixte d’Alexandrie, a la rcquetc du Sicur 
Selim Takla, qui demande divcrscs sommos a litre d’indemnite pour la suspension de 
son journal et la fermeture de son imprimerie, me citant a comparaitre i)ar devant 
le dit Tribunal le Mardi, le 21 Octobro, 1884, a 9 beurcs du matin. Ces sommes se 
montent a pres de 251,500 fr. 

J’ai transmis le dit acte an Minist^rc de ITiiterieur. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signe) OSMAN ORPHI. 

p.S.—Il reclame en outre 255 fr. par jour pour cessation de Timpression du 
journal “I’Egyjde Judiciaire,” dont il est charge. 
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luclosuvc ID in Ko. 42G. 

Nuhar Pasha io JSI. Mongc. 

Cairo, le 26 Aout, 1884. 

J’\I riionncur dc vous accuser reception do voire depeclic du 2o Aout, par 
laqucllc vous me iaites counaitre quo vous persisterez a pen^r epic la protection 
Si-dDc aix raias en vertu des fonctions do Procureurs on Pro^nnans detablisso- 

meuts vdigioux s’doml sur tons lou« bics bml '‘^i;;i,r,Xrc^Uor'™«onnc^ 
tandis que Ic Gouverncnient pstimc, au coutrairo, quelle se limitc a Icur pcisonnc ct 

aux actes relatifs 11 lours tonctions. i,,c in’o rLiurVlip dn 2:i Ao4t 

Je no crois pas devoir discutor ce_ point qu an surplus m a depcclio du 2d AoUt 
lie nresentait one comme line observation secondairc et acecssoire. 

^ Ouelle one soit en ettet la nationalitc des Sieurs lalda, lo Gouvernement est 
coiivtittcu rt’vbr a-i ,lai« la planiludo dc'son droit; car cn nalticrc de presse ll 
dispose taut a I’egard des dtvaugers (ju’a Icgard des ludigc'ucs d uii pouvoll absolu 

'"cc p™™‘r“aTa™^^^^^ sericusc.uout contoste;, il on a dtc tait nraiutes fois 
application il Constantinople sans_ quo la inomdre 

c icgalement fail application en Hgypte ou la‘ f, <X?t 

'’™Tet™™a^°H ‘la l’o‘'te d’une 

nu.snre.lo Ministro de .rinterienr a ordonne 

invsor tes mr S loT ou la eourtoisic, jc suis lout pivt i. dounci; au Consnlat dc 
iSic Ics sbistaetions qlill jugcra eonvenablcs; niais sur le lend nieme do la mesure 

10 no nense quo maintenir Ics droits du Coin einement. . \,.c>c q^oi-in iU 

^ sf cot aeto d’exDcution a portc attcinte it an droit acquis des Prbres lalda, ils 
iiouvont s’adrosser aux Tribunaux do la HeCormo, qui approcicront le bien ou Ic mal 
foudb do ours pretentions. Cost co quo d’autres impriniours ot d ^^^^vos ^urnaliste^ 
3 on d’autres temps et dans des eircoustanci a analogues. C ost oo quo i t 

notamment lo Siour Parbier, eitoyen Praiu;ais, dont" il'il’DiaiT quJ 

forme a la suite do la suppression du journal “La Lefoime, doiit il noiau quo 

^’‘^'^%'ous nVnore/ pas en otTot, M. lo Gerant, quo I’institution des Tribunaux a ou 

cdinrip. cUioiu 

£,ri SIS 1- 

circoinlnnces qu’d traverse. „ , . . Vimention doiit vous vouloz me fairo part, 

deluf;.r;-dtr;u”i“d’m;™ P- 

Tirio L luUmnsmetiria teneur do la prei-nto_ dep6cbe ot je suis 

sa Spouse ijfbTsee'IuX'lcI^^^^^ ‘I""' 

caracterise scs rapports avee rgidministration NUBAR. 


Inolosure 10 in No. 420. 

Nubar Pasha to M. Monge. 

C«i/T,/e 31 do«0 1884. 

A LA suite do noire conversation d’bier, jo 
qxie le Gouverneur d’Ab'xandrie en cxi'oiitant, le_ 20 (_py cu 

Miuistres, qui indigo une suspen.sion d’un mois au journal LI Abia , 
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conformite des Trades, pour la fermeturo d’un dtablissement Pranyais, soul moyen dont 
disposait lo Gouvernomont d’assurer retTicaeito d’une mesuro administrative prise 
dans la^ pldnituclo do son droit, demander au Consulat do Prance la presence d’un 
Ldldgud ayant pour mission dc veiller au bon ordre ot a Tobsorvatiou des formes 
prcscritcs par Ics Conventions cn vigueur. 

Jc m’empresse done, M. lo Gorant, dc vous exprimor tons mes regrets pour 
rirrdgularite commisc, ot j’espC>rc quo la solution dc cot incident condrmcra les 
sentiments dc cordialitd et dc condance qui existent entre I’Agencc et Consulat- 
General do Prance et le Gouvernement dc Son Altessc. J’ai donne ordre au 
Gouverneur d’Alcxandric do se rendre auprtis dc vous et do vous presenter ses 
cxcuscr pour I’irregularitd comraise, qui, jo vous prie de le croirc, ne se rcnouvel- 
lera pas. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Affaires fitrang^res, 
(Signd) NUBAR. 


No. 427. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville .— (Received September 15 , 1 p.m.) 

(No. 580.) 

(Tolcgrapliic.) Cairo, September 15, 1884, 1'20 p.m. 

BOMVILLE telegraphs from Suakin that northern part Beni Amcr reported to 
have joined rebels. 


No. 428. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 307.) _ 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 15, 1884, 0*30 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 585 of 12th. 

I concur. Cancel last paragraph of my telegram No. 301 of 10th. 


No. 429. 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, September 15. 

General Lord Wolseley to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, September 15, 1881, 11'30 A.M. 

I PIND that by expending 10,000/. I can prolong Soudan Raihvay 17 miles, and 
avoid 20 miles most difficult part oC the river. I strongly recommend, and think it 
m’gent. Do you aiiprovc ? 


No. 430. 

Earl Granville to the Earl of Dufferin. 

(No. 270.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, September 15, 1884. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 288 of the 30tli ultimo, in which you report 
a conversation with the Grand Vizier on the Egyptian question, and on the desire of 
the Porte that Her Majesty’s Governnumt should fix a date for the witlidrawal of the 
British force from Egypt; and I have to inform you that the language held by your 
Excellency to Said Pasha as reported therein is approved by Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


[408] 3 U 
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No. 431. 


Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office hj the War Office, September 16. 


His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge to General Lord Wolseley. 

War Office, September 15, 1884, 6 P.M. 

YOURS No. 3. , . , 

Volunteers tiutliorizecl from tlircc IIouscliolcl Cavtilry, sixteen lino ca'valiy, and 

seven Guards battalions for camel corps. 

To be formed into three divisions: 1st, from ten heavies; 2nd, from nine Hussars; 

and 3rd, from seven Guards. , , , - 

Each regiment to furnish a detachment of 2 officers, 2 sergeants, 1 trumpeter, 
2 corporals, and 38 privates; 1,118, exclusive of officers. 

They will embark as soon as possible, probably 25th instant. 

Shall men be armed with long rifles and bayonets or sword-bayonets? 

Objections in your telegram to line battalions apply equally to Rifles. 


Yours No. 13 approved. 


The Marquis of Hartington to General Lord Wolseley. 

War Office, September 15, 1884, 6 P.M. 


No. 432. 

Mr. Egerion to Earl Granville.—(Received September 17.) 

(No. 865.) , ^ ^ 

My Lord, Cairo, September 8, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copies of despatches from Captain Speedy, 
respecting the state of affairs on the borders of Aby'^ssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inolosure 1 in No. 432. 

Captain Speedy to Mr. Egerton. 

gjj. Keren, Sanhit, August 19, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report, for your information, that Mason Bey and I left 
Massowah for Sanhit on Saturday, the 9th instant. _ i -n j 

On Monday, the 11th, we reached Ein, where the Bashi-Bazouk had been killed 
on the 27th ultimo by Ras Alulah’s soldiers. 

The following day, at IMahaber, two messengers arrived from Ras Alulah with a 
letter for Mason Bey, copy of which I append. c i ^ 

On the 15th instant we arrived at Keren, the chief village of Sanhit (Bogos), 
where we took up our residence in the Governor’s housc.^ 

The information I received regarding the proceedings of Ras Alulah was to the 

following effect:— , o.xi a 

The Ras, with 5,000 soldiers, entered the Bogos ten’itory on the 24tU ultimo, and 
after having seized the cattle of the various tribes, sent 200 men to arrest a certain 

The guides led the detachment into the neighbourhood of Keren, where they 
succeeded in carrying off a quantity of camels, &e. Half of^ the Abyssinians entered 
the houses adjoining the Catholii! ^Mission, and began to rifle the native women of 
their ornaments. The sereams of the women brought out the Bashi-Bazouks, who, 
on appearing, wore fired at by the Abyssinians; they returned the lire, and alter a 
short time succeeded in driving off the Abyssinians. Thirty-live horsemen ol flic 
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Bcni-Amer tribe started in pursuit, and killed upwards of fifty of the retreating” 
Abyssinians and recaptured their camels, as well as the cattle that had been driven off. 
These Beni-Amcr men had come from Kassala in charge of a caravan, and were 
about to return to Dagga, when they were persuaded by the Egyptian Commandant of 
Keren, Khusrev Bey, to await the arrival of Mason Bey. Two of the party are 
cousins to the head Chief of the Beni-Amer, viz., Sheikh Omar and Sheikh Daman- 
wad-Okkud. 

They report the road to be comparatively open between this and Dagga, which is 
45 miles from Kassala. Dagga is the residence of the Headmen of the Beni-Amer. 

Mason Boy has sent a letter by them to the Mudir of Kassala, directing him to 
take the necessary steps for evacuating that town of such of the garrison who are 
desirous of returning to Egypt. It seems this may be done without much difficulty, 
on payment of 10 dollars a-hcad for transport, &c. 

The garrison at Girri had the option of retiring on Kassala two months ago, but 
only twenty-five men availed themselves of the opportunity. 

At present they arc holding their own, but owing to the rise of the Bahr Settit 
are quite isolated, and will be so until the middle of October. The garrison is cntnely 
composed of negro soldiers, and probably prefer remaining where they are. 

The garrisons of Kassala, Amadib, and Sanhit, arc nearly five months’ pay in 
arrears. 

The Habbab have paid Ras Alulah 3,000 dollars tribute. 

The Beni Amer have paid 2,000 dollars doAvn, and promised to pay 8,000 dollars 
more. 

It is reported that the Kassala garrison made a successful sortie, inflicting heavy 
loss on the rebels; and it is further stated that the Mahdi’s folloAvcrs have split up into 
two factions and taken up arms against one another. 

Three of the Hadendowa septs in the neighbourhood of Suakin arc said to be 
annihilated, the women and children being absorbed into other tribes. 

Osman Digna is said to have but 250 men left. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. C. C. SPEEDY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 432. 

Ras Alulah to Mason Bey. 

(Translation.) 

To the Khedive’s Commissioner, greeting: 

ABOUT the rifles—my soldiers took them without orders. I Avas therefore angry 
with them. 

The rifles arc in my possession; you can send for them. 

My soldiers avIio cut the telegraph Avire Avere flogged by me. 

I have done nothing to break the peace, I am ever your friend. 

One thing, however, has occurred, it is this :— 

I Avished to arrest a man named “ Bahta.” Tavo guides offered to conduct my 
soldiers to Avhere he lived. I sent 200 soldiers. The guides, Avithout my permission, 
lead them into Keren, AAdicrc your soldiers fought Avith them. I have lost some mules 
and rifles. On the return of the guides I was very angry Avith them for transgressing 
my orders, and I therefore had tlunr right feet cut olV, and they died. 

I have sent Avord to the inhabitants of Kerc'ii that I had no quarrel with them, 
and was their friend. 

About your coming up to Sanhit—come. 

I am going 'to my standing camp (Ad Teklai). 

(L.S.) RAS ALULAH. 

6 Nahassie, 1876 (August 12, 1884). 


Inolosure 3 in No. 432. 

Captain Speedy to Mr. Egerton. 

Sir, Keren, Sanhit, August 20, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I received a lett('r from llis IMajesfy the 
Negoosa Negast (King John) yesterday afternoon, iuForining me that ho has desired 








IR/as Aliilah to meet and consult Mason Bey and myself. A similar letter was receired 
By Mason Boy. 

Regarding Iler Majesty’s letter, lie requests me to deliver it to Has Alulah, who 
will forward it on to him. 

I beg to inclose a letter from Lij Mircha, one of the Abyssinian Envoys now in 
England from King John. 

Mason Boy and I at the same time received letters from Bas Alulah informing us 
of the King’s eommand, and offering eitlu'i* to come to Keren to meet and consult 
with us, or to await our arrival at his standing camj) at Ady Tohlaya. 

We think it preferable to go to Ady Tcklaya, and intend starting for the highlands 
towards the end of this week. Ady Teklaya is about two days distant from here. 
We expeot to be absent five or six days. 

T lioTTo Xro 

(Signed) ’ T. C. C. SPEEDY. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 432. 

The King of Abyssinia to Captain Speedy. 

(Translation.) . . 

Erom the Chosen of God, Johannis, King of Zion, Negoosa Negast of Ethiopia, to 
Basha Eellaka (Captain Speedy), greeting: 

HOW are you sinee I saw you ? I and my army are well, thanks to the blessing 
of God, and to the intercession of our Mother of Grace, &c. 

Your esteemed and honoiu’able letter of the 28th Hamlie (3rd August) reaehed 
me on the 7th Nahasie (12th August). I have direeted Has Alulah to receive you 
honourably. You will find him all you desire. 

Please deliver Her Gracious Majesty’s letter to Has Alulah, who will forward it 
on to me by a trusty officer. 

As we agreed some time ago, I do not wish any one in my dominions to buy 
arms, powder, or cartridges without my order, bearing my seal. 

Please forward the inclosed letter to Lij Mircha. 

Written at Axum, 8th Nahasid (13th August, 1884). 


No. 433. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 17.) 

(No.866.) o IOC. 

My Lord, Cairo, Septembei' 8, 1884.^ 

Tlll'i following telegram has been received by Sir Evelyn Wood from Major 
Kiteboner, dated Dongola, the 4th September. m- > c 
“ I have just read Stanley’s statement in the weekly edition of the ‘limes m 
the 1st August. I think it right to inform you that the climatic influences on road 
to Khartoum are, in my opinion, grossly exaggerated. There is no extensive desert 
on road to Khartoum, and the heat in the day is, in my opinion, much less than it was 
at Cairo during the corresponding season last year. The nights are quite com, 
requiring blankets, and I have never been better than since I have been at Debbah, 
only 200 miles from Khartoum.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


No. 434. 


Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 17.) 

MyEord, Cairo, September 8 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith text of a telegram from Colonel Clicrra- 
sido containing report from deserters that Osman Digna’s power is on the wane. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 434. 

Colonel Chermside to Colonel Watson. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, September 7, 1884. 

EORD here [ ? ]. If no ulterior operations intended Suakin, possible 

gain of attack not worth the risk. 

Bashi-Bazouks and tribal contingent, as suggested in spring, arc best to co-operate 
tribal tactics. Eorty of our sixty police arc with Amarars. Eeiv deserters arrive 
daily; report Osman no longer supreme. Tribes reverted tribal Council for decision. 
Only Suakinese and Shayyabs with him. 

Rain Tokar. Crops foot above ground. Amarars occupied position I recom¬ 
mended, a high scarp between Disibil and Ilosheid. 800 men from Tamai reinforced 
Handoub yesterday. Two deserted here. 100 fighting men remain Tamai. 

(Private.) 

Once informed of Government instructions as to Suakin, one can regulate waiting 
game to bo played, and recominend amount of l)lockadc to maintain on all tribes. 
Little doubt matter could be ended here forthwith by action; very possibly equally 
by time. 

Two messengers returned from Kassala and Beni Amer Sheikhs at Daggeh 
report latter have planted. 

Kassala news disquieting. No firing last night. Small squad previous night 
lost one killed, besides wounded. 


No. 435. 

Mr. Egerton to Earl Granville.—{Received September 17.) 

(No. 868.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 8, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship copy of a Report of Colonel 
Duncan, of tlie 28th July last, giving a detailed statement of the evacuation of the 
Soudan as far as it was carried out. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWIN H. EGERTON. 


Inclosure in No. 435. 

Colonel Duncan to the General Officer commanding the Troops hi Upper Egypt. 

Sir, Korosko, July 28, 1884. 

I HAVE tbe honour to forward, for your information and that of his Excellency 
the Sirdar, a detailed statement of the evacuation of the Soudan, carried out under 
my control between the 10th March, 1884, and the date of your arrival in Upper 
Egypt. I have duviog that period scut regular weekly Reports to Cairo, but in this, 
my final Report, I give a summary of the whole. This course will bo convenient in 
case of reference. 


1. Instructions as to Procedure. 

My orders u'erc briefly as follows, viz.:— 

(«.) To discharge summarily and send to their homos all soldiers of the Egyptian 
army who might be sent from the Soudan, having first settled with them pecuniarily. 

{b.) To send away all army officers to Cairo with letters of explanation, and, as 
far as possible, to settle all their claims for arrears of pay. 

(c.) To settle with and send to their homes all oflicers and men of the Bashi- 
Bazouks. 

(d.) To settle Avith and sent to Cairo all civil Government officials, with explana¬ 
tory letters to the Bureau du Soudan. 

(e.) To assist with biscuit and eonveyaueo to their homes all poor refugees from 
the Soudan not in the service of Government. 

[468] 3 X 
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(/.) To assist with passages to Cairo or their homes, hut not Avith food, all refugees 

able to’subsist themselves, hut not able to obtain passages. . ^ , 

To these I added a self-imposed regulation, viz., of registering_ the names and 
numbers of all refugees from the Soudan ivlio required no assistance in any way from 
Government. By this means I am able to give with accuracy the numbers who 
passed by the Nile from the Soudan into Egypt proper before the evacuation was 
Lspended owing to the closing of the desert road between Abu Hamad and 
Eorosko. 

2. Method of conducting the Evacuation. 

The first link in the chain was his Excellency Gordon Pasha at Khartoum, who 
dispatched the refugees, with all the available information, to Berber. 

The second link was his Excellencv the Governor of Berber, assisted by Signor 
Cuzzi, Acting English Consular Agent, 'the latter of ivliom was very painstaking. 

Next came my representative at Korosko, his Excellency Giegler Pasha, to w lo 
I am greatly indebted, and lastly, at Assouan I myself carried out all the final 

Was m tclcsrapliio communication tor a long time ivith Bcrlicr, and during the 
whole time with Korosko, thus being able to have ships, &c., ready, and to avoid all 

delav or conscstiou of traffic. . , -m j- -n • 

Hiiring the whole period I was very ably assisted by my Egyptian Brigade ^^3 ’ 
Ahmed Efl'endi Eadhly, and a very excellent staff of Arab clerks Horn the Bureau du 
Soudan. I had also the co-operation, for a short tinm m succession, of the f«lJowin 
Eno-lish officers of the Egyptian army, viz.; Captain Dauhony, Major Bundle, and 
Mator Molvueux. I had depots of biscuits at Korosko, Philoc, and Assouan. 

I had full poAvers given mo to issue passages by all the Government steamers on 
the Nile and to give railway warrants on the Egyptian radways. I Avas also able, 
fortunately, to avail myself of returiiing troop-ships and barges for the conveyance of 
rSimScs Js far as Assiout, where I found it cheaper. I lured dahaheahs between 
Assouan and Assiout, rationing the refugees Avith biscuit for the voyage. 

Credits were opened for me at Assouan and Esnch to enable mo to defray all the 
expenses of the evacuation, and a large sum of money having reached me to forAAurd 

to^his Exeelleiicy Gordon Pasha, after the road to Khartoum was closed I 0 )1^ 

permission to send it to Esiieli as a farther source on which I might di.iw if 
necessary. 

3. ISumher of Refugees (2,138). 

The number of people of all professions and ages, and of both sexes, avIio liaAC 
been passed through Assouan from the Soudan to their homes or to Cairo since tlic 
date o\' my arrival up to my leaving for Korosko has been 2,138; should the cvacua- 
tkni AvbKh is now siispeiuKd, he ro”sumed, you will lie able-, by means o tins Bepoid 
to coiitiiiiie similar Tables of statistics to those which I have kept. I kept duplicate 
and very exhaustive Tables in Arabic, which you will find in possi'ssion of the Arab 
clerks left by me in Assouan. I would strongly recommend that you keep precisely 
similar Tables, as their value has been satisfactorily tested by references and inquiiic 
made by the various Government Hepartmeiits in Cairo. 

The folloAving Table may be found iiiti'ri'sting, as showing the ’'veekly rate of the 

ovacuatiou ll,, to tho 27tli Jlay, whou il ‘‘"I'! 

from the Soudan since that date having escaped by Dongola and M ady Ualla, 

irrespective of any organization until they rt'aehcd mo at Assouan. 

Number of refugees passed through Assouan:— 

... 92 

March 11 to 21 . •• •• •• •' 

„ 21 to April I .. •• • •• •• ‘f 41 Q 

April 2 to 13 .. .. • • ■ • • • ’' '' J' 203 

,, 14 to 19.. .. .. •• *' *" "" 222 

„ 20 to 25 .. .. .. •• •• •• ” ” 209 

,, 20 to 30 .. .. • • • • • • * * ’ * 240 

May Ito 8 .. .. .. .. •• •• •• ” 215 

,, 9tol4.. .. •• •• •• *’ ** 

„ 15 to 20 ,. .. •• •• •• '• " ** 201 

„ 21to27 .. .. .. •• •• •• •• 18 

.. 28 to June 8 .. ■■ •• •• •• ** _ 


Total ., 


.. 2,138 
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4. Proportion of Sexes among Refugees. 

Mcnanclbojs .. ,, ,, ,, ..1178 

AVomeii and girls .. ,, ,, ,, ,, 900 

Total .. .. .. .. .. .. 2,138 

Not a single death occurred among the female refugees, which, considering the 
hardships of the journey, speaks Avell for the care of the Executive. 

Three deaths Avere reported of male refugees in the Korosko Desert. 

5. Proportion of Military and Civilian Elements. 

Officers and men of Egyptian Soudan army passed through .. .. ., 185 

Ihishi-Uazouks .. ,. .. .. .. ,, 155 

Civilians and families of officeis and of soldiers .. .. ., ,, 1,798 

Total .. .. ,. .. .. .. .. 2,138 

The number of soldiers Avould have been greater if his Excellency Gordon Pasha 
had not recalled from lierher all the men Avho had started for Egypt and Avho were fit 
for service. 

The soldiers given in the Tabic Avere nearly all iinnlids, and a more Avretched, 
broken-down set of men it Avould be hard to conceive. 

6. Number of Civilian Officials. 

Xuniber of Government civilian officials, telegraph clerks, &c., passed through 66 

Three Pashas in civil office, but Avith military rank, have been included among 
the 185 officers and men mentioned in the previous Table. 

7. Special Remarks on Proportions of Sexes, and Civil and Military Refugees, S;c. 

Among refugees not mentioned in paragraphs 4, 5, 0 were a good many 
merchants, some Copts, and teachers, a fcAV European priests and converts, and 
some prisoners released by Gordon Pasha at Khartoum. 

Ihit tlie most striking feature, to my mind, AA'as the largo family and retinue I 
generally found Avith Government officials. 

Many had undoubtcclly betm slaves, but most had obtained their letters of freedom 
before tlicy reached Assouan. 

Eor those Avho had not, T procured tlieso letters from the civil authorities. 

[ obscrA^ed tliat tlio letters Avere ahvays in the possession of the masters, and 
ncA^er of the servants, and I doubt if many of the latter kncAV of their existence, and 
they Avero ([uite indilVcrent Avhen told of it. 

But th(' size of the families and retinues was suggestiA’’e of Amry large incomes, 
Avhich must have been enjoyed by the Egyptian officials in the Soudan. 

8. Local Arrangements at Assouan. 

T adopted the folloAving system on arrival of the refugees from Korosko, from 
w'hich place Giegler Pasha used lu telegraph to me tht'ir departure :— 

The A'cssels arrivi'd at the village', of Shellal, opposite Philoe Island, and at the 
south end of the aVssouau Bailway. Here I had a biscuit dep6t, and some large 
marquees for the Avomcn and ehildreu. 

The men Avho Avished might remain on board the boats till the vessels for Assiout 
Avoro ready. If any (except soldiers and Bashi-Bazouks) Avished to stay in Assouan at 
their oavu expense till the vessels Avere ready, I alloAvcd them to do so. I did not allow 
the soldiers and Bashi-lfazouks to go to Assouan, as I did not Avish them to have any 
intercourse Avith my young soldiers. 

As soon as I had enough refugees to fill a steamer or dahabcah, I dispatched it 
down the rivi'r, Avith necessary orders to each for the railAA'ay at Assiout, to insure their 
conveyance homo. 

I Ixad no trouble Avith the refugees, Avho all seemed most grateful and anxious to 
sav’c mo any labour. Although to some the evacuation was a happy release, yet to 
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toil?, but that miicb of the Soudan might have been abandoned with ad\anta„c. 

’ I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. DUNCAN, Colonel, 

"commanding Troops in Wady Haifa and Koroslw. 


No. 436. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Currie.— {Received September 17.) 

Admiralty, September 10, 1884. 

!ll fo"a 

Auguri, from Commodore Molynoux, reporting ' ' 

(Signed)' ’ " EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 436. 

Commodore Molyneux to Vice-Admiral Lord J. Hay. 

, “ Sphinx,at Suakin, August 29, 1884. 

i HAVE the honour to report that news reached the Governor here yestcwlay 

cions to 

navigate the boats. ToU-ovIo » hnvino- steam un for condensing, I 

2 The Ef^vptian man-of-war “Jallaria haMiig steam '-4'/^ 0 , 1,1 thp 

and reaeh an anchorage outside before dark. 

he destroyed the boats, being unable to float to be short of 

grain, and live ebiony on ^ “1 if ttir I^iion, 

strong, vith Osman Digna are divided, some Avislung to qIio 

Avhile others ivould prefer to ivage a holy there is a great deal of firing, 

5 The ni'dit attacks continue, and occasionally tucic is g ovr-ontion 

lastif To A«al hours. There have hecn a few easualt.es ; hu u th 7 be 

rf ;,ne woman killed, they have not been f, "“^7“ feft 

“ Carysfort ” Avas slightly Avounded by a spent bullet on tli ^ 

instant. , . iam. n iiniiv ” has returned from another 

G. The Egyptian condensing snip The place was 

visit to Agig, after leaving the people suiriciciit Aiatei ioi tliiee A\ee i 

quiet, and there Avas no neivs. , . , • t 

7 Rowevah, by a recent account, is also quiet. , , i sii,oii-h Itarnud 

1: Sftrom’ihe IVimuUy league formed V Yt'o^M m fotoi^Ss. 
represents them as being in consideiahle stun„t . jl^mcd JUihmoud, have 

Akol Osman, Beal.ir, Kort Uanmd, f f I 

SAA'orn to attack Xlandoiib and Siukat. Ihi^ t Ainnvav (^hief Avho 

"ly or to-morrow. Ihraliini llai.md Dhow, a very .ittrfd ^ 

has hitherto been a warm partisan of Osman Digna, has loll the l.ittci, ana 

*° 'T“various'aceonnts agree that the friendly Chiefs have 

mises made at the durbar at Sheikh liaroud but owing qo^'; > , the i nro“rral 
getting supplies, and the want of a well-recognized and powerlul leader, then progress 


has been sIoav, and some time may yet elapse before they gain any important advan¬ 
tage ; but I think, if it is still considered liy the Government important to open, and 
to keep open, the Berber road, the question of subsidizing and otherwise assisting 
these tribes should be considered, Avith a aucav to taking immediate advantage of any 
favourable opportunity. 

Ihave, &c. 

(Signed) R. R. M. MOLVNEUX. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 436. 

Commodore Molyneux to Vice-Admiral Lord J. Hay. 

My Lord, “ Sphinx,” at Suakin, August 31, 1884. 

I TELEGRAPHED yesterday to the Admiralty to the effect that the friendly 
Chiefs had sent in a letter to the Governor, under a strong escort, stating that the 
league Avas marching on the Berber road from Essibil toAvards Ilandoub, and Avere 
prepared to attack that place if ordered to do so, but Avished for support or advice, and 
for information as to the Government intention. 

2. In consultation AA'ith the IMajor-General and Colonel Chermside, Governor, Ave 
agreed that as Handoub Avas intrenched and occupied by about 700 men, it Avoidcl be 
better to advise them not to risk a reverse by attacking, but to endeavour to continue 
negotiations. 

3. M^e also considered the time had arriA'cd AAdicn authority to spend some money 
amongst these tribes should be given, othcrAvisc they may be obliged to disperse, 
owing to ditficulties of obtaining food ; a maximum sum of 5,000L AA’as named. 

4. Mchcmct Ali, one of the Chiefs of the league, proposes to march toAvards 
Tamai AA'ith his whole force, and demand a meeting A\itb Osnran Digna to discuss the 
state of alfairs. If he carries this out, there is some risk that they may bo obliged to 
fight, and be beaten, or that Osman Digna’s influence may haA'c a contrary clVcct to 
that desired; but, on the other hand, it might lead to important and favourable 
rcsAilts, Mchcmct Ali having managed very AV(dl at Essibil, Avherc, by spending a 
little money and using per.snasion, be induced a large number of Osman’s folloAvers to 
disperse Avithont lighting, and to return quietly to their homes. 

5. The situation, in short, is this : the friendly league has faithfully carried out 
the promises made at Sheikh Baroud to clear the first section of the Berber road, 
Handoub noA\’ alone remaining; and the rebels there having refused to surrender, the 
Chiefs state they are prepared to attack if ordered to do so, and arc noAA' undoubtedly 
in a position AA'hich entitles them to ask us what support and assistance they may 
count on from the Government. 

6. Tlic situation is not entirely unexpected, and therefore wo ought not to keep 
them too long AA'aiting for an aiisAver, on Avhich so much, for them, depends. 

7. Money to meet their immediate requirements, AA'ith a prospect of more acth'c 
help presently, may be sufficient for the moment; and if they can maintain a strong 
position Avithout fighting, they may avoid raising blood-feuds Avhich AA'ill be a source of 
misery for years to come; but if Ave do not Avant their serA'ices, and do not intend to 
help thcm,'AVC should lose no time to tell them so, and to advise them to make their 
OAA'ii arrangements and act in their OAvn interests, Avhich, though ultimately must be to 
bring peace and trade into the country, may, for the present at all events, oblige them 
to give at least a passive support to Osman Digna, Avho remains still far above any 
other man on the coast in poAver and influence. 

8. The league is a strong one, hut the actual marching force is reduced to an 
estimated 2,000 men (may be less), as the rest have to remain behind to defend their 
OAvn localities. 

9. Telegrams were sent yesterday by the Governor, the General, and the Consul, 
informing Nubar Pasha, General Stephenson, and the Consul-General at Cairo, 
respectively, of the state of alfairs, and by me to the Admiralty. 

I liaA'c, &c. 

(Signed) R. 11. M. MOLYNEUX. 


3 Y 


[408] 







‘26G 


Inclosure 3 in No. 436. 

Paratkrase oj Telegram from Commodore Mohjneax to the Secretary to the Admira^^ 

Suakin, August 30, 1884. 

FRIENDLY league ou Berber road left 

Subsidy up to 5,000/. recommended). _ 

No. 437. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville. -{Received September 17, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 687.) Cairo, September 17, 1884. 

(TelegraptoO q ^ ^ forwarded from Dobbeli 

yestetday evening. Up to now we have been unable to dceypher A _ 


No. 438. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received September 17, ;V30 p.m.) 

(No. 588.) _ September 17, 1884, 3-45 P.M. 

(Telegrapuc.l^^IN^ is translation of General Gordon’s message, dated 23rd August:— 

return to send 200,000 of his troops the Soudan could bo handed 

over to him. .......led out and if the rebels attack the people 

in the‘soudarand Ml thenr, you will be responsible for their lives and all their 

'““•5. The expenses and pay of the soldiers in the Soudan amount to l.oOOi. 

XI ,0 troops in Dongola, Khartoum, the Equator, Bahr-ebeazollo, Kassala, and 

"“1 “ EiSliSr 7^;;;::t^=tho 

Enol'bh ^oS mid t'L Erendr Cous.d, with regular troops and Bashi-Bazouks, for 

that ^^.,iitcn to you that I sliould send Egyptian tmops to take 

M I ‘ind to oeeiinv U and that these troops would he under your protection, but, 
Eerbei °^^,';3em(‘nts mi-ht not he sent, and fearing that you might pay no 

fearing that ® i i j,.,turallv fearin»- that a panic might occur 

^ t iom!ir!;\^m Sier taking the^own,tlm^iould 

among m> tioops, „ return to Khartoum again. Stewart 

remain in .t V^' n‘" i V en I wM ^ the Equator to withdraw the 

Pasha will « i,;, iu,.i|i he impossible for iloharamed Alimet to come 

people who are the e. y “.' ,,1 the hands of the Soudanese. 

‘‘"■'^.T ’the SultmdL troopl eome, tliey should come by Uongola and by Kassala. 

You should give tlwm only person in the Soudan on 

whom 1 can rely and who can reiilacc mo.” 

End of Gordon’s message. 

T 1 . ..vrrr.rmd liith aiul Dtli Dara'-raolis to Kitchener, and t(dd him to use lus 

utmost muieawnus to enter into communication with Goi;don mid and mlorm 

them of position and movements of British troops m the Tsilc Yal l>. 
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No. 439. 

The Secretary to the. Admiralty to Mr. Currie.—{Received September 18.) 

Sir, Admiralty, September 17, 1884. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Eoreign Atfairs, copies of a telegram, 
dated the 17th instant, from Commodore Molyneux at Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 

Inclosure in No. 439. 

Commodore Molyneux to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, September 17, 1884, 1'45 P.M. 

RETURNED. Eriendly and hostile tribes had three engagements near here; 
result generally favourable. 

No. 440. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 15, 1'30 P.M.) 

(No. 589.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 18, 1884, 11 A.M. 

EOLLOAVING is translation of tivo telegrams from General Gordon, without date, 
in Arabic, received by Privy Seal of Khedive:— 

“ On my arrival at Khartoum I found it impossible to Avithdraw the soldiers and 
employes to Egypt on account of the insurrection of the Arabs and the communica¬ 
tions being interrupted. Therefore T asked that I miglit be helped Avith reinforce¬ 
ments. liitherto they have not come, and thus ociniiTed the events at Berber. I had 
already Avarned Egypt to pay attention to Unit town. 1 Avill consider hoAV it can be 
recoA'cred from thc’ri'bels, or hoAV troops can be stationed there for tAvo months during 
high Nile. After Avhich, if troops do not come, no doubt the same Avill again occur in 
Berber as before, and the troops Avill he destroyed. Is it right that I should have been 
sent to Khartoum Avith only seven folloAviws after tlie d('structipn of Dicks’ army, and 
no attention paid to me till communications Avere cut ? I received a letter llftei'u days 
ago from the Govi'rnor of Kassiila, informing me that his province Avas in its usual 
condition, and road open and safe betAveen it and AlassoAvah, and telegraph in Avorking 
order. If it is still intended to leave the Soudan, hoAV is it that the Kassala province 
remains ? 

“ I hope you Avill send a telegram shoAving clearly the present intentions Avith 
regard to the Soudan, and let it be in Arabic so that the people of Khartoum may 
read it. The telegrams Avhich come in English cypher do not state A\diat are these 
intentions, and only ask us for information and Avastc time. Thus, through having so 
often promised the people of Khartoum that assistance Avould come, avc arc noAV as 
liars in their cyi's. If it is the intention to charge me to hold the Soudan Avitli only 
the Soudani troops Avhich arc in it, I Avill do my best, although Avithout money, hut it 
is impossible to resist Avith them thousands of the Alahdi’s men. It Avould be the best 
course to negotiate Avith tlu' horte i'or tlie dispatch of Ihirkish troops. They should be 
givim 200,000/. per annum for expenses. Here I am in Khartoum as a hostage and 
guardian. I hope as long as I remain here, Avheu Turkish troops come, that the 
people of the Soudan Avill he unable to resist tliem, and Avill not lire a single shot, and 
that peace and (luietncss Avill return. It is impossible to leave Khartoum Avithout a 
regular Government established by some PoAver. 1 will look after the troops on the 
Equator, Bahr-el-Ga/.clle, and in Darfour, although it may cost me my life. 

“ Perhaps the British Government will lie displeased \A ith the advice Avhich I have 
given. The people of the Soudan arc also displeased Avith me on account of my fighting 
against them, and on account of their not attaining their object in folloAviug the 
Mahdi. 

“ I shall send StcAvart Pasha and Air. PoAi er, the English Consul, Avith the 
soldiers, Avho Avill proceed to Berber, in order to open communications Avith Dongola, 
and in order to carry on the necessary discussions in connection Arith the Soudan.” 
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Second Telegram. 

.. witK .cga.d to rinaaa issued l"o tSminf rA^t 

Soudan, announcing its ovaouation '>5'FfA^cj-s ^ould lie appointed from among 
?Uo Soudan would l,c loft to tton a.jd tot* S 

f on to compUeations wWel> occurred before my arrival, and on account 

Turkish Government has ceased \ accordance AAith their own imaginations 

except that o£ the Mahdn ^ tTIw" the rebellion of the people of El-Gezireh 

and representations of the Me „ Government, and the cutting of the 

and VirSglearf »' Go™“‘ 

communications, is due to tneii a 

evacuate the Soudan. t i- ri i-cnorts had gained ground in the Soudan. 

“ On my arrival here I ^ Proclamations for the cstahlishmcnt of safety 

] took no notice of them, and pul) , ^ g of the country would remain 

and tranquillity. I v'Jo ■ ^woidd c^^^ fov the maintenance of order _ 

as they were, and that a mihtai} • i fo abandon the Soudan, and to withdraw 
«4f it is still intemded as ous ^to ^atiami^ ^ 

the troops and employes, anc i Xovdofan and come to Khartoum with such a 

Berber. , i tPat the Soudan would not he abandoned, 

“When it was at last ^T\iahdi did not move from his position, 

and that troops were coming to mi the an-ival of the troops at Khartoum 

and has remained there until nmi. 1 > movements in El-Gczirch, and 

U will bo possible to r«t a stop at important object. The 

restore safetv as before. Ihe ^nc i of neaee in the Soudan. 

prosperity of Egypt can i\Vach eaiiturcd Eerbcr, I intend (D.V.) to send 

“Seeing that aiuUo^'c-establish communication with Don^ola 

the necessary troops to take it back, ana lo 

^nltc this for the information of the Khedive.” 


Ko. 441. 

ne Secre,«, te </-. AU.iraU, to Mr. Crrie-lUrceircl Sn„e,«ler 19.) 

Admiralty, September IG, 1884. 

X AM ccmmamlca 1ty-y Loto Commi..oue. of to 

you, tm Eavl Gmuvill* pej—, to ‘‘ 

instant, from Admiral Lord John iiaj, iciai 

XSigned) EVAN MACGUEGOB. 


Inclosurc in Ko. 441. 

r,ce.Admin,l Lord John Hay to tlw Secretary to the Admiralty. 

“ Helicon ” at Alexandria, September 1, 1884. 
counh-y about Boyrout was reported to be quiet. I did not sec the Cousu - 

Geucml, wbo was up in the ““"f attaebed to to British 

1 learned while at Beyrout that a Syiian 1 ^ employed to obtain men 

Ai'iny of Occupation in Egypt as a Dragoman, ^bo ^ Poixo-ola Lpedition, had been, 
tom^yria for service in the fm to Do.^« „„fp„,ities, and that, 

together nith those he had engaged, ^ f^d been compelled to give 

though the Dragoman had been alter a time released, he 
guarantees that he would not leave the eountij. 
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I understood also that the Governor Ind given orders that no one should visit the 
squadron. Tliis, lioAvcvcr, if cA'cr given, uas rescinded, as a fmv cdsitovs did come off 
during the laltei' part of our stay. 

I did not ibink it necessary to take any notice of tbe ease in communication with 
his Excellency the Governor or otherwise. 

****** 

Accounts from Suakin arc favouiablc to the hope (bat the tribes who are 
friendly are iiicreasing in sireiigib, vliilo tlie power of Osman Digna is on the wane. 

The circumstances seem to liavf' arisen Avhich were contemplated in my Eoport 
of the 7tb Jidy, ivlierein I sngg''^1e' Lliat a sum of money might bo advan¬ 
tageously used to hcciire active opeiations by tlu’ friendly tribes against Osman 
Digna, and therefore the opening of tbe Suakin-Berber route'! Considering the lavish 
expenditure in connection ivilb opcj-ations in the Soudan, it Avoiild seem wise to 
expend a few thousand pounds in capturing or desli'oying the power of Osman Digna, 
who is the only man in that region eapabb' of ghing serious trouble or of maintaining 
the influence of tlu' Mabdi ivitbin the limits of the Eastern Soudan. Such money, if 
authorized, should be mainly expended in ])ayment for results. 


No. 442. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 19, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 590.) 

(Telegraphic,) Cairo, September 19, 1SS4, 9-15 a.m. 

TtlM (’iovernor of Dongola tclcgra]/bs that a man. vbo escaped from the force 
recentli d('fca1ed by tbe Governor, sajs that before having Kordofan be saw a letter 
addresvod by Zebebr to tbe iMalidi, in A\bi(>b tbe Ibrmcr luged tbe latter to adiaiice. 


No. 443. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received by telegraph, September 19.) 

(No. 882. Ext. 590.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 19, 1884. 

I DAVE tbe lionour to inclose copy of a telegram received from the iF)Iudir of 
Dongola, to tbe ('ffc'ct that a man Avbo escaped fj’om tbe force recently defeated by tbe 
Mudir says that befom h'aving Kordofan bo saw a letter addressed by Zebebr to the 
^labdi, in Avbich the former urged the latter to advance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


Inclosure in No. 443. 

The Mudir of Dongola to the Cabinet of the Khedive. 

(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) Ambukol [no datef (Received September 17, 1884.) 

AISIONG the troops that came Avith ]\rabmoud El Hagg Mohammad aaJio Avas 
appointed by the “ Miitcmabdi ” (s-oi-disant Mabdi) as ruler over the IMudiricIi of 
Dongola was a man called AYeled Kamr, an inhabitant of Geziret Abou Bcnnat, a 
plac(' Avitbin this district. 

This man Avas employed in connection Aiitb Mahmoud’s correspondence. 

On tbe arrival of iMabmoud in the neighbourhood of Korti, B’’clcd Kamr 
escaped from him by (light to his village. 

Among bis noAVs be states that before be started from this iMudirieb (Kordofan P) 
the iMutemabdi receiiTd a h'tter from Zebebr Habmct-TIllab i’asba in Egypt. lie 
saA\ it and read it. 

This letter set forth tbe condition of tbe Egyptian Government, showing that the 
Soudan had been evacuated ; but that the iMiidir of Dongola bad been resisting, and 
did not wish for that. 

Zebchr Pasha desired the conquest of the remainder of tbe Government stations 
Avhich tbe Mutemaluli bad not taken, and iiiciied him to send all bis force against 
[4G8] 3 Z 
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Don^ola, so tliat it might he subject to ]jim in the same A^•ay as has occurred in the 
other districts. Lastly, that IMahmoud started from Kordofan with his troops by 

reason of this intrigue. . 

By the Grace of God, though troops have been sent against us previously, no 
more will hereafter be sent like those Avhom God slew, and over whom he has given us 
the victory! I send this for your information. ^ 


No. 444. 


Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 


(No. 309.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

IS Zebehr sufficiently watehed ? 


Foreign Office, September 19, 1884, 5'6 p.m. 


No. 445. 

Sir R. Thompson to Mr. Currk,—(Received September 20.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for War presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Eoreign AITairs, and begs to_ inclose, for the information of Earl 
Granville, the accompanying copies of a telegram in regard to allairs in Egypt. 

War Office, September 19, 1884. 


mercy, and entered into a compact, swearing on Koran never to follow the Mahdi 
again, which compact they have ever since respected.” 

I have given publicity to this telegram. 


No. 447. 

Sir E. Burma to Earl Granville.—(Received September 20, 2 p.m.) 

(No. 694.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 20, 1884. 

YOUll Lordship’s telegram No. 309 of yesterday. 

Zebehr is being watched. 


No. 448. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Burma. 

(No. 310. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, September 20, 1884, 2’30 p.m. 

REQUEST Lord Wolscley to take the earliest opportunity of informing General 
Gordon that Her Majesty’s Government expect that he will obey Lord Wolseley’s 
orders. Send similar message yourself to General Gordon. It might be well to ask 
Khedive to do the same, but perhaps this should be deferred, in order to avoid 
publicity. 


Inclosure in No. 446. 

The Marquis of Hartington to General Lord Wolseley. 

Mv Lord, lEar Office, September 17, 1884. 

* YOU will have gathered from telegrams from the Eield-Marshal Commanding- 
in-chief and from the Quartermaster-General, dated the 15th and IGth September 
respectively, that Her Majesty’s Government have decided to comply with the 
requisition* for additional troops contained in your telegram of the 11th instant. 

In arriving at this decision they desire to remind you that no decision has yet 
been arrived at to send any portion of the force under your command beyond Dongola. 
They recognize, however, the fact that, to put you in a position to undertake 
effectually such a military operation as has been indicated in my despatch ol the 
15th August to Sir E. Stephenson, will probably tend more than anything else to 
render such an operation unnecessary. 

You arc fully .aware of the views of Her Majesty’s Government on this subject, 
and know how averse they arc to undertake any warlike expedition not called 
for by absolute necessity. 

T Imvn /V.p 

(Signed) ’ HARTINGTON. 


No. 446. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 20, 10 A.M.) 

(No. 592.) 

(Tele<>Taphic.) Cairo, September 20, 1884, 9 A.M. 

A TELEGRAIM from Mudir of Dongola says that “ on the 24th July the Emir 
Abou Kanga and his army, Avho had come from Kordofan, Avere slaughtered, and that 
before the rai'sscnger quitted Khartoum another fight occurred, in Avhich the son of 
Sheikh Sid and his followers Avere killed on the 301h August, and the siege raised. 
This is confirmed by a letter sent to me by Khetem-el-Moos Bey, stating that he and 
his soldiers were at Ilalfaya, and that the Shaggia tiibe and people had come in and 
tendered their submission. Sennaar is in perfect security, and the people of Berber 
had recovered from the fear they had of the descent of Gordon Pasha. The Avholo 
Shaggia country is tranquil. Chiefs all Avilliugly came in, submitting and begging 


No. 449. 

Earl Granville to Sir E. Baring. 

(No. 411. Confidential. Ext. 310.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 20, 1884. 

I HAVE to instruct you to inform General Gordon, by the earliest opportunity, 
that Her Majesty’s Government expect him to obey Lord Wolseley’s orders. 

This message should likewise he transmitted by Lord Wolscley himself. It might 
also be advisable that the Khedive should send similar orders to General Gordon; but 
Her Majesty’s Governmc'iil. think that it might he Avell to defer making any request 
to His Highness to issue them in order to aA'oid the risk of publicity. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 450. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 20, 3'50 P.M.) 

(No. 597.) 

(Tclcgrapliic.) ^ Cairo, September 20, 1884, 2‘45 p.m. 

I HAVE received the folloAving undated telegram from General Gordon. 
Telegram begins:— 

_ “ Yesterday I received a telegram, dated 27th April, from the Captain of Her 
Majesty’s ship at Massowah in the sense of the former telegram Avhieh reached me on 
the 5th jMay, asking me Avhethcr Khartoum Avas in danger, and as to the best route by 
which troops could be sent to me. I have already sent you my opinions by telegraph, 
and I noAv inform you that to-day my soldiers hav(' Idllcd Ibrahim, son of Sheikh El 
Obcid, and slain his folloAvcrs to the north of Khartoum. I also hope to OA’crthrow 
the rebels to the Avest of Khartoum, and then there will be no Arabs left in our 
vicinity. 

“ I licard that the Mahdi was coming here, hut ho has not yet come. Sennaar 
and Khartoum are all right; Ave have provisions for five months.” Telegram ends. 

I think the date of the 5th May mentioned in the above must be an error in 
transmission. The present message is evidently in answer to telegram No. 195 of the 
23rd April. 
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No. 451. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received by telegraph, September 20.) 

(No. 890. Ext. 597.) September 20, 1884. 

^ I°IIAVE the honour to forward to vonr Lordship ^ 

telegram (undated) from General Gordon, addressed io the 

myself, reeeived here to-day. General Gordon achnOTledge._ ae n \ i 

dated the 27th April from Captain Hastin-s, of Her J 

whieh was a copy of the message contained in ^onr Lorddiips tehoiam Lo. 19o o 

the 23rd April, to nhieh this telegram fiom Gordon is evidently an _ 

Tam inclined io think tint llic date of the 5tli May mentioned m tlic inclosed 

telcm’am must he an error in transmission. 

° I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosnrc in No. 451. 

General Gordon {at Khartoum) to fJi^ Highness the Khedive, Sir E. Baring, and 

Nubar Pa'^ha. 

Undated, i id Dehbah and Assouan {received at 
tTplooivnidnc 1 Cairo, September 20, \b^A). 

^ YES'l’EKDAT I received a telegram, dated tiie 27tti Ai.ril, from Ihe Captain of 
Her Majesty's ship at Masson ah, in the sense of a former ‘“'''f ™ f “'i’';'“'1“’ 
on the 5th May, ashing me nhether Khartoum was in danger, and as to the best loutc 

bv which troops could ho sent to me. • r -inoi 

I have already sent you my opinions hy tclegrapli, and l now inform }()U tl. t 
to-day my soldiers liave hilled Ibrahim, son of Sheihh El Oheid, and slam his followeis 
to the north of Khartoum. I also hope to overthrow _the re.iels to the nest of 
Khartoum, and then there will he no Arabs left in our weiiuty. 

I heard that the Mahdi was coming here, hut he has ijot j et come. 

Senaar and Khartoum arc all right. -We have provisions lor five months. 


No. 452. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received September 20, 4'11 P.M.) 

(No 598.) September 20, 1884, 3-15 P.M. 

^ WITH ‘ivferencc to Gordon’s telegram forwarded in my telegTam No. 588 of the 
I7th instant, I have instructed Major Kitchener to inform Colonel Stewait, if possible, 
that he should not allow Berber to be burnt. 


No. 453. 

Sir E. Earing io Earl GranuUe.—{Received by telegraph, September 20.) 

(No. 891. Ext. o08.) Cairo, September 20,1884, 

WITH reference to General Gordon’s telegram, forwarded to your Lordship in 
T ATn nf tiu' l7th instant, in whicli he says he has gnen Colonel 

mytclogram I. . 8 I linvo tlic limioiu' to report that 1 lia.o instructed 

aS Kt , tolegmpi to ioforen Colonel Stewart by the tet poss I,le oppor- 

? tv that he slioiild not allow lieri.ev to he burnt. At the same time t told Major 
Kiteheuerto do all in his power to facilitate the return to Egypt ol the Irench, 
Austrian, and Grts'k Consuls, nho are montioiied mone of General Gordon s telegiams 

as having gone to Berber. ^ have, &c. 

(Signed) E. B.M’LNG. 
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No. 454. 

Sir E. Baring Li Ear Granville.—{Received September 20, 4*10 P.M.) 

<No. 599.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 20, 1884, 3‘20 P.M. 

A EURTHER undated telegram has been addressed by General Gordon to the 
Khedive’s Privy Seal, of which the following is an extract:— 

“ There being an Egyptian battalion in Sennaar, I have written to order it to come 
here. On its arrival I will send it also to Berber, because I do not wish harm to 
happen to any of the Egyptian officers or soldiers in the war. The Soudan troops are, 
however, accustomed to fighting in the Soudan. I wish for negotiations with the 
Sublime Porte, so that the necessary assistance may be quickly sent here, so as to 
render it possible to extinguish the flame of this false Mahdi before it becomes 
difficult.” 


No. 465. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.-—{Received by telegraph, September 20.) 

(No. 892. Ext. 599.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 20, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a further telegram addressed by General 
Gordon to the Khedive’s Privy Seal, without date. I have already forwarded to your 
Lordship the substance of this message by telegraph. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inelosure in No. 465. 

Mr. Me Cidlough to General Lord Wolseley. 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, September 18, 1884. 

Arabic cypher from Gordon, Khartoum, to the Sealkeeper of the Khedive, Cairo, 

TIIE following is in Arabic cypher:— 

“There are here three Colonels: Ibrahim Boy Eowzi, Nashy, and Mousa Bey 
Showbri. There being no places for them here, I have sent them to Berber with the 
troops of the division going to that place. Erom thence they will prooecd to Cairo 
when opportunity offers. 

“The Egyptian troops proceeding with Colonel Ilassan Boy El Bahuaswy will 
remain in Berber until the reinforcements, about which we have written to Cairo, 
reach them. 

“ There being an Egyptian battalion in Senaar, I have written to order it to come 
here. On its arrival I will send it also to Berber, because I do not wish harm to 
happen to any of the Egyptian officers or soldiers in the war; the Soudanese troops 
are, however, accustomed to fighting in the Soudan. 

“ I wish for negotiations with the Sublime Porto so that the necessary assistance 
may bo quickly sent hero so as to render it possible to extinguish the flame of this 
false Mutemahdi before it becomes difficult. 

“ Since the throe Colonels above referred to have carried out their duties during 
the period they have been here well and with integrity, especially Ibrahim Bey Eowzi, 
who has been wounded with a bullet in the right thigh u hen in action with the rebels, 
so that the bone of his log was broken and he suffered groat pain, I hope each of 
th(*m (the three Colonels) will be aAvarded the rank of Brigadier-General (‘ LiAva ’), and 
the decoration of the second class of the Medjidio, as a roAvard for them and their 
service. 

“ I have this day informed them of this officially. I hope that my request may 
be granted, and that they Avill not bo deprived of an increase of honour.” 
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No. 456. 

Tele,ran connunicalei to tie Foreujn Office l,j tie IVar Office, Septenler 20. 

General Lord Wohele, to tie Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, September 19, 1884. 6 r-**- 

SUSSEX ha™ pa.ed Taniouv. E-t P-t mouatcd intanUy leave Haifa to-day 
ftJiteTio] "a£rt”M Oataeact at Eirkch. 


No. 457. 

Earl Granville to Mr. Nicolson. 

(No. 89.) Foreign Office, September 20, 1884. _ 

I HAVE received your despatch 

su$eetTtS^^ warmly supported hy his 

such a campaign. I „,,tt t u 

(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


No. 458. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Gr«neille.-{Receieed September 21, 3-30 p.m.) 

(No. 600. Coufidcntial.) Cairo, September 21, 1884, 2 P.M. 

^^'“^‘’YOuirLrdship’s telegram No. t„ Gc^ral Gordon. The 

I have informed Lord llolselej ai ^ ^ • powers as Governor-General 

Khedive has telegraphed to General Rerher ; also telling Imn 

noUo“ y^S^e'dito “lief of garrilons up the lYhite Nile without further 
instructions. - 


No. 469. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.-(Receieed by telegrapl, Septemher 21.) 

(No. 894. Ext. 600.) Cairo, September 21, 1884. 

copies of my telegram to General Gordon and also of 

baring. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 459. 

His Highness the'l^Khcdive to General Gordon 

(Teleo-raphic.) September 21, 1884. 

f HAVE received your telegrams, and thank you for them. I congratulate you 
on the courage and ability which you have dispkayed. Your representations have 
been sent to the British Government. The situation has undergone considerable 
changes since communication with you was cut oil. British troops AVill shortly be at 

'Co'loncl Ohermsidc, my Governor of Suakin, is in charge of the negotiations with 

the tribes about Kassala. ... p ,, i- of 

Major Kitchener, an officer of my army, is in charge of the negotiations at 

Dongola, and hopes shortly to communicate with you. 

Under these circumstances it is necessary so far to revise the Eirman grantcu to 
you as to limit your poivers, as Governor-General of the Soudan, to Khartoum, enaar, 
and the immediate neighbourhood of Berber. You are not, without further ins i no¬ 
tions, to send steamers or any expedition up the lyhite Nile for the rebel of the Balir 

Gazelle and Equatorial garrisons. , , , j. t.-i 4 v.. 

You arc to use every endeavour to bring the Senaar garrison back to Khartoum, 

as I am glad to see by your last telegram that you propose. i j., • i 

I am glad also to see from your last telegram that you have abandoned the idea 

of burning Berber, of which I cannot approve. i o- t? r,i m 

You will receive the instructions of the British Government through Sir Evelyn 

Baring and Lord "VVolsclcy. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 459, 

Sir E. Baring to Major Kitchener^ at Dongola. 

(Tclen'raphic.) ^(^piomher 21,1881. 

SEND the following by earliest opportunity to General Gordon from inc 
“Lord Northbrook has been sent to Egypt as Special High Commissioner. He 
and I congratulate you heartily on your safety, and on the safety of Colonel Stewart, 

and of Mr. Power, and the Khartoum garrison. , t iat 4ii i.>. 

“ The orders sent to you by the Khedive have been sent with Lord Northbrook s 

concurrence. . . ,.11 

“The occupation of the Soudan by Turkish troops is quite impracticable. 

“ We have reason to entertain grave suspicion that Zobclir has been in commu¬ 
nication with the Mahdi, in a sense hostile to the English and Egyptian Governments. 
“ Send any fvu'thcr cypher telegrams in English cypher, using Arabic numerals it 

unavoidable.” 

No. 460. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received September 21, 3-30 P.M.) 

(TeleSw«-) 2L 1884, pO p.m. 

A TELEGBAM, dated the 19th August, has been addressed to the Khcdiv^ the 
Council of Ministers, and myself, from twenty-four military and eighteen civil officers 
of the Egyptian Government at Khartoum. They set forth the sullcringes they have 
undergone during the last six months, and bog that assistance may be sent to them. 


No. 461. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received by telegraph, September 21.) 

M °lS 21> 1884. 

^ I HAVE the honour to inclose copy of a telegram dated the 19th August, 
addressed to the Khedive, the Council of IMinistcrs, and myself, from twenty-tour 
military, and eighteen civil officers of the Egyptian Government at Khartoum. 
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They set forth the sufferings they Inave undergone during the last six months, and 
beg that assistance may he sent to them. ^ liave &c 

(Signed) E. BAEING. 


Inclosure in No. 461. 

Arabic Telegram from Khartoum, dated August 19, 1884, received vid Debbah and Assouan 
on September 20, and addressed to His Highness the Khedive, the Council of Ministers, 
and the British Consul-General, Cairo, 

^ WE the military, the civilians, the Ulema, and inhabitants and settlers in 
KhaiW, submit for^the consideration of the Khedive, that for six mon hs ye have 
been unceasin- in our defence of the capital, of our own lives and of those of our 
children and'our property, day and night, till our inisfortunes and dangers have 
assumed stupendous proportions which threaten our ruin. c arc coniplctcly cut off 
CHhe oX world, and have in vain looked for reinforcements and succour from 
our Government. We have been allowed to delude ourselves with vain hopes fiom 
hour to hour, while the Government shows indifference and delays. -n i „ 

Weakened and reduced to extremities, God in His mercy sent Gordon Pasha to 
us in the midst of our calamities of the siege; and avc should all have perished fiom 
huimcr and been destroyed, and our fate have been like that of most of the othei 
o-arnsons in the Soudan, such as Berber and Kordofan. we, snstamed by us 

intclli'mncc and ^rcat military skill, have been preserved m Khartoum up till now, 
nor do^cs he in the°arduous task of the defence omit his benevolent care for the people. 

Wo arc penniless, and without resources, and our patience is exlimistcd. 

The Government neither succours us, nor docs it regard God s law, nor its own 
political duties. It makes no effort to suppress anarchy, or to prevent the effusion of 
blood • nor yet does it try to maintain its own and our honour, though we are its 

p«tondons a.o not .osWetod to certain 
places, or only to the Soudan, but arc universal; and that his fiist designs against 
the Powers arLlirectcd against our Turkish Government, whose total aimiMatum m 
war he is meditating. Tliis is coiifirmed by the letters sent m to us by the ic le 

Chiefs and Commanders of the besieging forces. , , , . /. • . 

Therefore, if the Government persists in its inactivity, and abymus from quicv y 
scndiim us aid to put down the revolt during the two months of high Nile, the Avhole 
Soudan will surely lie lost, and the crisis culminate in our rum ! Such as lyc, who uio 
besieged, will perish or be taken captive, sharing the fate of our comrades m picvious 

'““ThSrVo appeal to your niglinoss, ami show yon tho true state o£ our 
ealaritS iun.loriug^•our mefey to deliver us from tins great and universal mis- 

(Signed by 24 Superior Military Officers and 
” 18 Civil cmjiloyes at Khartoum.) 


No. 462. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received September 22.) 

Cairo, September 12, 1884. 

^ OIAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch from Mr. Vic^Consul 
Eclicc forwarding an address from the jirincipal land-owners in the Province of Zagazig, 
expressing their gratitude for tho unusual abundance of water supplied to their 

This address affords a satisCactory evidence that the natives appraciate the 
tao-cs which they have derived from the improvement in the Administration of the 
p5;ilic Works Department since Colonel Scott ISIoncricff was appomicd Undci- 

Secretavy of state. I have, to. 

(Signed) E. BARING, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 462. 

Vice-Consul Felice to Sir E. Baring. 

Sir, Zagazig, September 9, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to forward you an original address presented to me, and 
signed by fifty-three of the principal Omdehs. Sheikhs, and land-owners of Sharkich, as 
well as by the local head of the Coptic religion, who is himself a large landed 
proprietor. 

In this document they show their warm gratitude for tho unusual abundance of 
water with which this province has been supplied throughout the summer, and 
petition for certain fresh public works which are Avanted in some parts of the district, 
in order to improA'c their cuitiA^ation. Tliey, at the same time, request me to forward 
their address to you. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) S. EELICE. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 462. 

Sheikhs and Notables of the Sharkieh Province to Vice-Consul Felice. 
(Translation.) 

Sir, September 1, 1884. 

WE, the Undersigned, on behalf of all the inhabitants of our Moudirieh (of 
Sharkich), beg to express our gratitude and thanks for the abundance of water which 
we are having this year for the irrigation of our lands. 

The facility with Avhich the lands liaA^c been irrigated during this year is unprece¬ 
dented, and has been the cause of much saving to the cultivators; but in order that 
the other cultivators of this province may derive the same benefits, for example, those 
who live in the district of El-Ayat and also in the district of El-lbrahimiyeh, and who 
arc unable to irrigate their lands easily, steps should be taken to cut ncAv channels for 
water. Thus all the cultivators Avill be treated impaitially. 

(Hero folloAV the seals and signaturi's of fifty-three of the 
principal native Sheikhs and Notables of the Sharkieh 
Province.) 


No. 463. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 22.) 

(No. 874.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 12, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose hercAvith translation of a telegram embodying the 
text of a letter addressed by the Mahdi to the Mudir of Dongola, which Avas found on 
the body of the Mahdi’s Emir. 

This letter confirms tlie Mudir of Dongola’s statement inclosed in my despatch 
No. 871 of the 10th instant, that he has defeated the rebels at Korti. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 463. 

Mr. McCullough to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) Assouan, September 9, 1884. 

RESUML of Cairo Arabic telegram from Dongola Mudir at Korti for Khairi 
Pasha, Cairo:— 

Copy of letter addressed by the Mahdi to Mudir commences witli Moslem saluta¬ 
tions and lengthy extracts from Koran applicable to occasion, and then continues :— 

“ It is no hidden matter that I am the Khalif of tho Prophet. I previously Avrote 
you tAvicc calling you to God, desiring you to share in Ilis grace in this and in the 
L40SJ ' 4 B 
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future world, and I placed you in ^^tHnwarity aud’?^^^ teldor 

^uIoK an^ce .y e^uso, whlelr is the way of Uod and 
“^.Mry period has S^oS™ 

of tlie Lord’s enemies, the Turks, a y Toeing still intact, a 

in constant telegraphic commimicatmn round me to render 

complete contrast to those places w Besides this, you arc levying taxes on the 

the kith of God AlmigWy trum^h at Bas.dos ^ eouditious 

Moslems of your province. ^ ^ as to the rupture of the compact 

and all I hear, I have never hut I have respected our 

between us, nor nourished an e\ n vou^and hoped to have an excuse for your 

Treaty, and preserved my good opinion o^y P attributing malignity and 

khaSrki^reaehery^^^^^^^^^ - “ 

Emir over both you and El-IIaddai, to laisc Ho goes with my orders, 

will test your allegiance and your since y^ f^^ superior qualities amonpiy 

and is a man distinguished hi. ^ ari'vat K your submission is real, and you 
comrades and friends. Ihcic , ^ ^o him, and tendering suhmission to mo, 

are zealous for the favour of God Zt^^ Tl£\Tyoii will instantly obey my envoy 
and sincere in following me, and dc’^oid o am? soldiers. As for yourself, you will 
resigning to him the government, am . , c explicit list, giving it to the 

aetlecoi-ding to the previous \ fto with as many of the 

Emir yiahmoud, make a copy, and come 1 “ansport, accounting the same as 

people, and their families meritorious act. ^ Leave the remainder,^ first 

an exodus in the path ’‘j , ' Mahmoud to protect all your 

nominating a Eeputy j ^ ^ only to substantiate your potency, hut still 

;i5‘£, srsSSK-"■“ 'f — ■" 

“““allgst papovs on ftp 

“(So Muclhi hy Mohammad Ahmed, the self-styled 
Mahdi, dated 9th Ramadan (2nd July, 1884.)J ____ 


No. 464. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received September 22.) 

(No. 875.) Cairo, September 14, 1884. 

Mv Lord, , . 1 Vc +wn fplpo-rams from Colonel Chormside, 

^ I HAVE the honour o '’’dose comes of two tel^ra^ 

dated the 12tli instant, of English troops up the 

NiCwlSc the' sceoml ?ecm\o llmvl Sere!u tn^now 

(Signed) L. BARING. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 464. 

Colonel Chermside to Colonel ff^atson, 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, September 12, 1884. 

NIGHT attacks rare and weak. Several deserters daily, who assert Osman 
Digna has 300 men at Tamai. Hadendowas and Amarars are still facing one 

Rumours in Osman’s camp that the English arc at Hongola, and many at Wady 
Haifa ; also that Berber is in the hands of the English. , , r. 

Suakin bazaar rumours that all the river side of Berber has been burnt hy the hre 

of gun-hoats. . . 

Rumours as to Gordon Paslia’s successes have been current tor some time, a 
G arayih tribesman, come from Kordofan, states that Gordon has taken two islands 
near Senaar, and that Mahdi has fought with Sheikhs of Hongcli and lost three 
camels; camels taken hy police. One camel killed and one of enemy taken 

^^^^^Cameclans report to Digna that the Hahhul tribes on Abyssinian frontier have 
joined Mahdi’s cause. Confirmation required. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 464. 

Colonel Chermside to Colonel Watson. 

(Telegraphic.') Suakin, September 12, 1884. 

AMARARS were attacked yesterday while most of their men had gone home to 
get food. After their attacks had been repulsed the enemy were largely remlorcecl. 

^ Four hundred of Mahmoud Ali’s men, and 100 of Ivurh Mohammad s, fell hack 
on the scarped hill at Arhat. Mahmoud Ali’s eldest son was killed (sword woun ) 
and thirteen others ; twenty of enemy were killed. No bodies or arms lost. 

Amarars think they cannot open road unless we assist or make 
Tamai or Handeuh, which is deserted. I have told them I cannot do this» “ 
want more aid they must come to Sheikh Bargoot and make that their base. I intend 
to send the “ Gaffarioh ” there on Sunday. 


No. 466. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 22.) 

V Cairo, September 16, 1884. _ 

^ I°VaVE the honour to forward copy of a telegram from Major Kitchener to Sir 
Evelyn Wood, giving an account of the state of alfairs at Berber, which he has 
gathered from a clei’k who has escaped from thence. ^ have &c 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosurc in No. 465. 

General Sir E. Wood to Colonel TVatson. 

(Telegraphic.) September 13,1884. 

FOLLOWING from Kitchener, dated Dcbheh, 12th September: 

“Mohammad Kamil, late Chief Clerk of Darfour Moudirich, walked here from 
Kordofan hy Khartoum and Berber along the Nile. He 

at Berber, has 2,300 Turkish soldiers prisoners unarmed, also ..00 blacks, and 3,000 
Gaalin A^ahs, amed with rifles. Rest of Gaalin Arabs have left, not having been 

^ “ The Treasury has not been touched, and has 55,000(. . 

“ A slight wall has been built on river against Gordon. One mountain gun, 
but very little ammunition. Two disabled guns were brought from Suakin. 1 ood 

dear. 





..He saw Abu Hagai. Sheikh of the Eobatat at Baga., who often goes to Abu 

Mo^ir S wk> since his father was 

back to the Government, but are afraid to do so. 

» Mabdi’s force is not going beyond Ambnkoi. 

Kitchener’s message ends. 


No. 466. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Qramilte.-ifleceivcd. Septenther 22, 10-30 A.M.) 

(No. 603.) ^ Cairo, September 22, 1884, 8 A.M. 

<^‘^'ShC^H Consul-Gen^ul has « to me tt 

i-eceived from his Consul at Khaitoum “ Berber by the 16th of this month, that 
march to Dongola, that they hoped eSmy has retired from the sone 

Khartoum is in —SlSiu Be^c^^^^^^ Kordofau cavalry, and that 

ISXrSvlt&r wSmr frJe or a prisoner is not stated. 


No. 467. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granvillc.-i.RoceM by telegraph, September 22.) 

(No. 898. Ext. 603.) Cairo, September 22,1884. 

^^'bABBEBE has kindly — mcated^^^^^^^ to &cT'St 1: »d 
received from M. Herbin, the march to Dongola, that they hoped to 

Colonel Stewart were on the poi " A, xj’ ^ Khartoum is in communication with 

reach Berber on the 15th of the round Khartoum, that 

Senaar, that the enemy ^^®/,®,J"^®iJtofan cavalry, and that M. Cuzzi, lately English 

orasaprisoner 

is not stated. j have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 468. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Oranville.-(Beceived September 22, 5-55 P.M.) 

(No. 606.) September 22, 1884, 5-10 P.M. 

(Telegraphic.) , . _ftornoon from Kitchener, from Dcbbch:— 

following telegram received this aftoinoon uo Q„;.(,on's messenger 

..Have just r-etm-ned f™m Mmawe Yuntestood from him that !ho 

lipidS to bXA^ uoi sLted. and that Ly were waiting for some steamers to 

return from Senaar.” _ 


No. 469. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl GranvilleMReceived by telegraph, September 22.) 

(No. 901. Ext. 606.) September 22,1884. _ 

My Lord, , p +plpo.rnm which has been received this 

(Signed) E. BARING. 
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Inclosurc in No. 469. 

Major Kitchener to Sir E. Baring. 

(Telegraphic.) Debbah, September 22, 1884. 

HAVE just returned from Merawi. I sent back Gordon’s messenger with news 
of movement of English troops. I understood from him that the expedition to Berber 
had not started, and that they were waiting for some steamers to return from Senaar. 

Please order Mudir to move all his available troops to Merawi as quickly as 
possible, to act under my orders. Send the telegrams for him here. Tell him to give 
me every assistance in his power to reach Berber. 

I have no fear I can communicate with Stewart before he burns Berber. 

Please send me general instructions from Lord Wolseley. 

I will send messengers as soon as possible to Khartoum and Berber. 


No. 470. 

Telegrams communicated to the Foreign Office by the War Office, September 22. 

( 1 .) 

General Lord Wolseley to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, September 20, 1884, 0'60 P.M. 

NEWS received to-day from Khartoum. Keep back for the present the two 
battalions from Malta and those from homo to replace them. Will telegraph finally 
to-morrow after consulting with Lord Northbrook. 

( 2 .) 

General Lord Wolseley to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Kasr-eUNoussa, September 21, 1884, 3‘25 P.M. 

My telegram of 20th. 

Consulted Lord Northbrook. He agrees that dispatch of two battalions from 
Malta is not necessary now. I might have to ask for them later, 

(3.) 

The Marquis of Hartington to General Lord Wolseley. 

War Office, September 22, 1884, 11‘40 A.M. 

Your telegram of 21st. 

Presume camel corps should also be’ delayed pending fm’ther report. 

( 4 .) 

General Lord Wolseley to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, September 22, 1884, 3*40 p.m. 

Yours of 22nd. . j i 

My telegram of 21st was only to endeavour to save expense. Do not delay 

camel corps. 


4 C 
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No. 471. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.-(Eeceirod Soptemher 23, 10-30 A.M.) 

(No. 607.) Cairo, September 23,1884,10 A.M. 

Con^a-Genoral he. 

sS * a=“ that the latter represents the most formed- 
aMe contingent of tlie Mahdi s army. ___ . 


No. 472. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granvilk.-{Romved hy telegraph, September 23.) 

(No. 903. Ext. 607.) Q^iro, September 23,1884. 

m!VeEEEE informs me that he I'- 

he trustworthy is supi-d to 

XS t'e ™s??ormidahlo eontingent of the MahdPs arney. 

(Signed) E. BAEING. 


No. 473. 

• Sir R. Thompson to Mr. Currie.-{Receiml September 23.) 

TEflr Office, September 23, 1884. 

Commanding rvith regard to affaus m E^jp . ^ 

(Signed) ’ UALPn THOMPSON. 


Inclosnrc in No. 473. 

General Lord Wolseley to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, September 11, 1884. 

^^TniNK it is desirable tliat I should once cntei required for 

what should he the nuniher and oomgoshmn of tl f operation becoming 

the relief of Khartoum this coming wintci, in lUe ci cm o 

inovitahle. rmv he found necessary, hut, looking to the 

presett^o”:SnTf aSl wS: in my opinion, he dangerous not to 

Sops nSgk or on their way here, are as Allows 

365 (mounted) 

1 regiment of cavalry . • • • * * (( .. 8,887 

131 battalions of infantry .. •• ** 159 

1 battery Hoyal Horse Artilleiy .. * • ^ ^ ^ ^ 135 

1 Biitisb field battery .. •• •* .. 119 

1 camel battei y .. • • • * * * ^ ^ ,, 225 

S .,cm („.Vco.ati„g-.L. o.c^t Su.kin)^ 

Mounted infantiy .. •• ** ' —- 

.. 10,882 

Total 

withiSe&!trdi'r“^^^^ 

of fortified places like the Citadel of Cano. 
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4. After due consultation with Lord Northhiook, Sir E. Baring, and Lieutenant- 
General Sir E. Stephenson, I find that, in their opinion, in the event of a force being 
sent up the Nile beyond IVady Ilalfa, the following troops would, under present 
conditions, constitute a siifTicient force for Egypt proper, namely :— 

For Alexandria— 

battalions of infantry, 

1 garrison battery. 

For Cairo— 

3 battalions of infantry, 

1 squadron of cavalry, 

1 battery Horse Artillery, 

1 field battery, 

1 gaiTison battery, 
all being British troops. 

5. Deducting these proposed garrisons from the troops we have in Egypt, there 
would remain available for operations up the Nile, south of Cairo— 

3 squadrons of cavalry, 

9 battalions of infantry, 

1 camel battery, and 
The mounted infantry, 

or, in other words, about 300 sabres, and 6,000 bayonets, with 6 mountain guns, and 
423 mounted infantry. 

6. The lino of communications between Cairo and Hannck may, in my opinion, be 
safely left to the care of the native army, strengthened by one British battalion. 

7. From Hannek to Berber (inelusivc) at least five British battalions will be 
required to garrison the important points along the route where magazines of stores 
and provisions will be formed. 

8. Deducting tlicso six British battalions (1 + 6), required for the communications, 
from the nine referred to in paragraph 5, three battalions only -would remain available 
for any expeditionary force it might be neeessary to send to Khartoum. 

9. In my Minute of the 8th April last I gave a rough summary of what should 
bo under present conditions the composition of the force to bo placed in line at or 
beyond Shendy. I think those numbers shovdd be adhered to. 

10. To place ourselves, therefore, in a position to bo able to meet the possible 
contingency of having to send a force by the Nile route to Khartoum, it is,- in iny 
opinion, absolutely necessary to send here with the least possible delay two battalions 
of infantry from IMalta, and tlu' following detachments from England, to be here 
converted into a camel corps. This camel corps should be raised upon the same 
principle that was lately adoi)ted when raising a corps of 200 mounted infantry from 
the Line battalions at homo, namely, by obtaining so many men and one or two officers 
as volunteers from each of the following regiments or battalions:— 

Bank and File. 

From the 7 battalions of Foot Guards, 40 men from each .. .. 280 

From tlic 16 regiments of Cavaliy of the Idno at home, 40 men from each* . 640 

From the 3 regiments of Household Cavalry .. .. .. .. 100 

From the 2 battalions of the Rifle Brigade at home .. .. .. 80 


11. This would enable a fighting force to bo placed in line somewhere about the 
neighbourhood of Shendy, composed (in round numbers) as follows:— 

Rank and File. 


5 battalions of infantry .. .. .. .. .. 

19th Hussars .. .. .. .. .. .. 

Mounted infantry now existing ., .. .. .. •. 

Camel corps which Admiral Lord J. Hay Mill place at my disposal fiom 
Royal Marines .. .. .. .. 

Camel corps coming from England 


3,500 

300 

400 

100 

1,100 


5,400 

Say 5,000 fighting men with 6 guns. 

12. I have given this subject the deepest thought during my journey from England, 
and have had the advantage of obtaining the views of the authorities here as to the 
military position in the Soudan, and, as at present informed, I am decidedly of opinion 
that with no smaller force would it be safe to advance upon Khartoum. 

* 3rd Dragoon Guards not included. 









I should entertain a great hope that ope^ati^r would become 

of a fairly imposing British foice any th ^ ^ entirely 

SSS to sood a aooau flyin. coloo^n 

n.el,woaiaUavoto.e 

encountered. vr>n«nn to hone, that events will turn out as we 

Whilst we hope, and have disaster, hut the failure to accomplish 

anticipate, we must take care no on y ^ jf at all, namely, the relief of 

the oic great and sole ohject of such ^ j ^^4 .geertain, arc now 

General Gordon and of Colonel Stewart, uho, as ucii 

closely besieged in Khartoum. , pichheh could easily he reached with a 

14. I am Avell auarc that Old , i„gg aoy such force had within 

smaller force than that I ^°o Khartoum, its dispatch 

itself the strength and means to enable = Such an imperfect scheme might 

to either of those two places wouhln(^t he 3^ Lower Egypt 

entail upon upon us the shame and \ military expedition up the Nile 

without having accomplished the only object that any mii y 1 

could have under present circumstances. , o-rcat, the amount of food to 

15. The fact that the distances to be g^^o small, and the season of 

be obtained in the desert ^ aerations are possible, are all circumstances 

the year is so short when alone ordinary risks which enter into all 

^vhich warn us against rnv aUimes be acc^c^^ without hesU^^^^^^ 

™d™ys,^and^ot~ 

consideration of tins sulijcet, and I ven ^ Jj j present military position 

«pai»rc ^tlm 

liberal allowance of tunc, the are to form these camel corps, easily 

ships hired for the conveyance another fortnight for their voyage 

within a fortnight from that dc , ^ ^pgt October. They would thus 

they might be landed at , ^Pat mi^bt be determined upon. Ihc two 

he in time for any advance upon an earlier date, 

battalions from Malta should,^ of couisc h d jPat, 

17. I sborihl be wanting m my duty li^ ^ 1 extent I have proposed, we 

unless the force in Egn^t Cordon this year if the force now surrounding him 

shall not be able to in m? opinion, that want of ammunition 

remains where it is; and it is a ^"/“"^y^^^p^/twelyc months. I cannot, therefore, 
would prevent him from f,for immediate action if his relief is 

too strongly urge upon your Lordship the ncccssiiy 

to be provided for this coming winter. ^ 

fSigned) WOLSELEY, General, 

^ “ Lmmander-in-chief of the Forces m Egypt, 
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No. 474 . 

Telegram communicated to the Foreign Office by the lEar Office, September 23. 

General Lord Wolseley to the Marquis of Hartington. 

Cairo, September 23, 1884, 4r20 r.M. 

ALLEYNE inspected Second Cataract; reports whalers well suited for expedi¬ 
tion, and can ascend cataract without difficulty. 


No. 476. 

Mr. JVyndham to Earl Granville.—(^Received September 24.) 

£ 

(No. 315. Secret.) 

My Lord, Thernpiu, September 19, 1884. 

I HAVE been quite recently informed, conhdcntially, that the attention of the 
Palace has been lately almost entirely engrossed with the meeting of the three 
Emperors at Skicrncwicc, and that Ilis Majesty the Sultan has been indulging himself 
with the hope that something to his benefit as regards Egypt will result from it. 

Her Majesty’s Ambassador in his secret dcs])atches Nos. 51 and 145 of the 
l7th Eebruary and 30th April last respectively conveyed to your Lordship certain 
intelligence which appeared to indicate that Bussia Avas anxious to be upon most 
friendly terms with Turkey, but that her overtures were not then accepted by 
Turkey. 

It now appears, should my information prove correct, that since Bussia is again 
in cordial relations Avith Germany and Austria, the Sultan has been making friendly 
advances to the Czar, and that the Emperor Alexander is in consequence about to send 
a special Mission to Constantinople charged Avith the Order of St. AndrcAV for the 
Sultan, and Avho Avill in return send a special envoy to St. Petersburgh. 

I Avill endeavour to obtain further information on this subject, Avhioh I am told is 
being kept as secret as possible at the Palace. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) nUGn WYNDHAM. 


No. 47G. 

Earl Granville to Sir A. Paget. 

(No. 164.) 

Sii’, Foreign Office, September 24, 1884. 

THE Austrian Charge d’Affaires called at this Office on the 22nd instant, having 
been instructed to state that the Austrian Agent and Consul-General in Egypt had 
rcceNed directions to address, jointly Avith any of his colleagues who may receive 
similar orders, a protest to the Egyptian Government against the suspension of the 
payments to the “ Caisse de la Dette Publique.” 

In the telegram Avhich M. Ilengclmhller had roccNcd on the subject, and which 
was dispatched on the CA'ening of the 20th instant, Count Kalnoky had expressed a 
wish to bo informed of the views of Her Majesty’s GoAX>rnmcnt. M. Ilongclmullor 
accordingly rccehTd an answer to the effect that my Circular of the 19th instant had 
doubtless ere noAV been communicated to the Austrian Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) GBANVILLE. 


No. 477 . 

The Earl of Dufferin to Earl Granville.—{Received September 26.) 
(Confidential.) 

My Lord, 31, Dover Street, London, September 24, 1884. 

THBOUGH the kindness of Sir Augustus Paget, I had an opportunity, Avhen 
passing through Vienna, of meeting Count Kalnoky, my former colleague at 
[468J 4 E 
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St. Petcrsbm-li. Though I he had any 

on public affairs with his Excellency I asked ^ 

message for your Lordship. , ^ gi^.c of his^Government to adopt a friendly 

only of 1“ Kurin all questions of mutual interest an 

and conciliatory attitude touau s TTalnekv, as well as from what I have 

intimation which, J^’\°rAusran Ambassador It Constantinople, I believe to 

observed in the attitude of the Aust c ^ 

have been sincere. His Excclleimy, voPeronce to the suspension of the 

of the action of the Egyptian Pc rco'ardcd with an unfavourable 

Sinking Eund, and that he feared that England, instead of 

r stsrrKo. t^h^^ rKrJSeHSt; 

noUo hal-c been thrown on Egyptian Exc^^^^^^^^ 

implied hostile intentions to this country. ^ have, &c. 

(Signed) EUEEEEIN. 


No. 478. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— (Received September 28, 9 A.M.) 

(No. 613.) September 28, 1884, 8-20 A.M. 

25th fvom Gordon ; three rvovo dated 27th ApuUh^ 27th April, ho says 

Nows they convey is superseded by “5 " -erod. 

Colonel Stewart had been slightly wounded, but had leooreroa. 


No. 479. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— (Received hj telegraph, September 28.) 

(No. 915. Ext. 613.) Cairo, September 28, 1884. 

My honour to «^closo herewith copy at 

from the Commodore at Suakiy ^ ^ ^ letters were dated the 

ATassowahon the 25th instant from Gencial uoiaon. 

27tli April, the two others, the 30th ^Jhc later telegrams which I had the 

flut had rec^... ^ 

(Signed) E. BAIHNG. 


Inclosuro in No. 479. 

Coinmodore Mohjneux to Sir E. Baring. 

Suakin, September 27, 1884. 

Totters arrived on the 25th at Massowah Irom Gordon: tlu'oe datei .0 
97 th April, others the 30th and 31st July _ 

i^Cft?iig™Tofr;fti’M^ 

1^;;’“^— 'Tl'Sned wlllf Iduet of troops and people. I have about 
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half a million of cartridges. Our land-mines have been largely used, and done much 
execution. Colonel Stewart has been wounded sliglitly, but is now well. The rebels 
fire well. My retreat is impossililc, unless I abandon the civil employds and their 
families. The feeling of the soldiers is against this. 

“ If I succeed in opening up the Blue Nile, I shall be strong enough to recapture 
Berber if Hongola holds out. 

“ The money sent to me was captured at Berber. I want 200,000/. to lie sent to 
me, via Ivassala. Khartoum costs 500/. daily, and I have been issuing paper notes for 
31,000/., and T have borrowed 50,000/. 

“I expect a famine will follow this rebellion. I recommend as a route tor 
troops IVady Haifa, up right bank to Berber, or via Sanheit and Kassala; but fear it is 
too late. Uio best route for communicating with me is through Scyyid Mohammed 

smflilL of X^cVSStXlcli* 

“ Two steamers were captured at Berber, and another on the Blue Nile; but I 
hope to rceapture them. I believe the Mahdi s liands are full at Kordofan. o,000 
men are reported to have been massacred at Berber. I will not leave Khartoum till 
suitably replaced; and if Europeans wish to go to the Equator I will give them 
stcntvicrs* 

“ Before abandoning the Soudan, I must remove the Egyptian population, even 
if the road was open, the people would not lot me leave uithout them, unless a 
Government was established. 

“ My stay is indefinite, unless you send Zebehr with an annual subsidy, or let 
the Sultan have the Soudan back. The moral effect of evacuating Senaar would be 
fatal to future success. There is not enough food in Khartoum for the refugees. _1 
must restore the prestige of the Government before leaving. Last news from Cairo is 
a despatch of the 30th Jklarch and letter of the 27th April. I am strongly against 
inviting any interference on the part of Abyssinia. ’ , , tt 

Consul Power writes, 31st July, that food remains for two months only, lie 

writes less hopefully. . . , 

I propose to proceed to Suez on the 30t]i, bi-ingmg the originals. 


No. 480. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 28, 9 A.M.) 

(Tel’cgrapiiic.) Cairo, September 28,1884, 8-30 A.M. 

KITCHENEB. telegraphs that ho hears that Shendy has submitted to txordoii, 
that Gordon’s steamers had not passed narrow passage at Gabaloka, hut were a 
fortnight ago at Wady Iskeli; that the road to Khartoum is open as far as Gabra; 
that telegraph is relaid as far as Ambukol, and is being pushed on to Merawi. 


No. 481. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 28, 12'30 P.M.) 

fTclcffraphic.) Cairo, September 28, 1884, 11 A.M. 

' MASON BEY and Captain Speedy telegraph through Aden that Massowah may 
he attacked at any moment, and ask urgently for help. Commodore at Suakm, 
whose news from Massowah is to 25th, telegraphs as followsi 4 . 4 - i, 
“ I have returned from Massowah, and consider town safe from external attack. 
Water supply insecure, country unsettled, garrison weak, and should be strengthened. 

I will keep a ship of Avar there.” « i >, 

Admu’al HcAvett is at Aden; he leaves at once tor MassoAvali. 
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No. 482.; 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.— {Received hj telegraph, September 28.) 

(No. 919. Ext. 616.) Cairo, September 28, 1884. 

My telegrams, received viil Aden, from 

CapMedy andXon Boy, dated &o 20th Spt-ber statms that Hassc-ah 

Motyaca. at Suahin. 

“*Tn“ee“rThLfetl™a«^^ Commodore Holyuoax’a opinioa about 

the state i/kairs at Mafsoivali, and intomred him that I have no objection o 

°fhfvo’'cJmmnXted'tta telegraphic correspondence to Admiral Lord 

John Hay at x\lcxandria. T have &c 

(Sisnedj E. EAMNG. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 482. 

Captain Speedy to Sir E. Baring. 

, 1 • \ Massowah, September 20, 1884. 

^ fSoW is tiireatencd hy Habbah rebcis. Fifty Bashi-Basouks deserted. 

is S f a^TS companies ot 

marines are required immediately. Urgent. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 482. 

Mason Bey to Nubar Pasha, 

/Teleo-innhic 1 {No date from Massowah; vid Aden, September 97, 1884.) 

^ lilAVE received letter from Chermsidc containing order to assist Bciu Amers. 
I have no lare ™ and require about 2,000, Bakiut Bey says ,t is ™PC®bie for 
the Kassala^ garrison to retire without a covering force. If he is armed, he ill attac 

SitmUo^'ar MoMliTOh^M^critM Part of Dabhal) tribe has joined Mahdi. 
I have no faith in the popuiatiou. Fifty Bashi-Bazouks deserted and ‘''c 

rohols We have only 330 men for the defence ot Massowah and outl) ingM cq • 
’ r.r,r.nv ill thp Tircvious tclco'ram of 100 men. Total force at Massowah 

anr'coasTis 687 men. Urgent need for”a hattalion of good troops and a ship of war. 
Massowah may he attacked at any moment. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 482. 

Commodore Mohjneux to Sir E, Baring, 

. . V Suakin, September 27, 1884. 

(Telegr^hio.^ returned from Massowah. I consider ti.at town safe from external 
attacks Water Burofy is inseenre ; country unsettled ; garrison is weak, and should 
he strengthened. I will keep a ship there. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 482. 

Vice-Admiral Sir W. Hewett to Sir E. Baring. 

^Telegraphic.) Aden, September 27,1884. 

EiATIIEE, urgent telegram from Massowah. Unless otherwise ordered, I 
propose proceeding there, and landing force if necessary, and returning here to 
report. 


No. 483. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 28, 12'30 P.M.) 

(No. 616.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 28, 1884, 12T6 P.M. 

GENERAL WOOD telegraphs from Wady Haifa that the Sheikhs of some 
important sections of the Bisharecn tribe have come in and professed loyalty to the 
Government. He is told that others will follow. 


No. 484. 

Consul Jago to Earl Granville.—(Received September 29.) 

(No. 13.) 

My Lord, Jeddah, September 9, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of my despatch of this day’s 
date to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at the Porte, reporting a revulsion of public opinion 
in the Hedjaz touching the Mahdi. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) THOS. S. JAGO. 


Inclosure in No. 484. 

Consul Jago to the Earl of Duferin. 

My Lord, Jeddah, September 9, 1884i 

I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that a considerable revulsion of 
public opinion in respect of the Mahdi of El-Obcid has been caused here by the reports 
brought by the last Egyptian mail-boat from Suakin by pilgrims and others from the 
Soudan. These reports accuse the Malidi of wholesale robberies and violations of 
female honour. 

In former despatches I ventured to apprize your Excellency that local sympathies 
with the Mahdi arose simply from his character of a political agitator fighting against 
a Christian Government, and not from any belief in his religious pretensions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) THOS. S. JAGO. 


No. 485. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 29.) 

(No. 878.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 16, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, extracted from the “ Moniteur Egyp- 
ticn ” of the 15th, a Return showing that 3,896 cases have been adjudicated upon by 
the new Native Tribunals from the 1st July to the 31st August, and 5,464 further 
cases have been tried and await judgment. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


4 E 


[468] 
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Inclosurc iu No. 48u. 

Extract from the Moniteur Egxjpiien" of September 15, 1884. 


Tableau Recapitulatif cles Affaires passoes devant les nou^e■mx Tribunaux InJigtnes .lu Juillot au 31 Apfit. 1884^ 



Lc Procuvcur-Gcneral par interim, 
(Signe) CHEPIK MAN SOUR. 


No. 480. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Graxiville.— (Received September 29.) 

^ 0 . 879.) Cairo, September 17,1884 

^ IN mv clcspatcli No. 871 oE ilic 10th instant I had the liouour to forward to your 
LordsL“L2tix)n of a telegram from the liludir of Uongola announeing a victory 
2 the reS a^^^ near Amhukol. I have now the honour to mclosc copy of a 
flesnatch from the E‘'’yptian ofifieer commanding the 1th Corps, and othei officeis, uho 
tooTlSt report of the Mudir, and giving tiirther details 

of the action. I have, &c. 

(Signed) E- BARING. 


Inclosuro in No. 486. 

Nour-Eddin Bey and other Officers to the Council of Ministers. 

(Ti-aduction.) . . Le \2 Septemhre, mi. 

NOUS avons riionncur dc vous exposer cc qiu suit. - i i ao 

Apr^s lc comhat qui a cu lieu ii El-IIctlani entre les troupes et les handcs de 
Ahmccl-cl-IIoda, cclui-ci dnt se saiivcr et franchir les limitcs dc la Moiidiiich. Cmix 
ties habitants dc Mcrav i et d’Ambouhol qui avait etc gagnes par cc Chef, out aban- 
donne sa cause et ainsi les troupes dc la Moudirich sont rentrees dans les divers postes 

doTomoau i-dussi a .-gai-cr la poimlalion, qui avait appris 
rarrirco de Mahmoud Ilagg Mohammed, nomine Emir de Uongola pai lc Eaux- 

liophttc^^t^ nouvellc lc :Moudir s’empresse dc rasscmbler toiites les forces dont il put 
disposer et vint ii Aboukossi, dmu il ciivoya des cmissaircs pour recoiinaitrc lo nombre 

tt entrevue, Ahmcd-cl-IIoda et lc noiivcl envoye sc sont entendus 

Vint il Uebbeh, d’oii nous I’avons aecom- 
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pagnd avee une partio ties troupes dcs deux corps ainsi qu’iin ddtachemeut des forces 
r6guli6rcs. 

Les deux Clicfs rcbclles s’etant portes sur Corti, y out reuni plus dc 3,000 hommes. 
Dans cetto localite ils ont regu la visitc dc Ilassan-el-Abadi, dc la tribu dc Ilussein. 
Khalifa, ex-Moudir dc Uongola et dc Berlier, et qui se trouve actucllemcnt chez le 
Faux-Proph6tc, commandant iin corps dc rcbclles. 

Ilassan-cl-Abadi vient dc la part du Eaux-Proph6te, qui I’a nommd Gouverncur- 
General dc toiitc I’Egypte avee ses dependances. Il est accompagne dc plusicurs 
personnages destines ii occuper dc hautes positions cn Egypto, ainsi il y a avee lui un 
Emir pour Esnch, un autre pour Kcnch, et ainsi de suite pour chacun dcs centres de 
PEgypte: il y a memc un Gouverneur pour Tripoli. 

Aprils s’etre tons reuni et delibere ils ont decide ii I’unanimite de massacrer toutes 
les troupes qui se trouvent ici et de sc diriger ensuitc vers le nord pour mettre a 
execution les ordres quo lc Eaux-Prophete leur a conties. Ils ont tons jurd sur le 
Koran de tomber sur nous et de n’cpargncr personne. 

Anotre arrivee ii El-Taker, cn face d’Amboiikol, lo 12 Zilkadc, lo Moudir, laissant 
les troupes dans cette localite, prit lo bateau qui se trouve ii la Moudirieh et so fit 
accompagner par Nour-Eddin Bey et une partic dcs troupes, et tomba de nuit sur les 
rebelles qui sc trouvaient ii Corti et avee Icsqucls il avait appris qu’il y avait dcs gens 
qui les avaient suivi ii contrc-coeur. 

Le soir, lc Moudir a recu quolques-mis d’entre cos derniers pour s’informer de la 
situation et s’assurer de I’cfficacitc des mesures a prendre centre I’enncmi. 

Le Moudir etant ensuitc rctourne pom’ gagner son campement a El-Taker 
2 heures avant Taubc. 

Il a dirigo ses soldats sur I’oucst on tout ctait au complet au lever du soleil: 
barques, soldats, dromadaircs et cinquautc chevaux pris par lo Moudir aux habitants 
des localites dc sa Moudirieh. 

L’ordre d’attaquer rennemi a 6t4 alors donne par le Moudir, qui s’est mis a la teto 
dc ces soldats apr^s les avoir harangues. 

La rencontre a cu lieu a Textremite dc Tile d’Oud, entre Amboukol et Corti. 

Les soldats qui avaient rc^u Tordre dc debarquer etaient au nombre dc 400, ainsi 
disposes : a I’ailc droite, la cavalerio et les chamclicrs, au centre I’infantcric, et a I’aile 
gauche les militaires du 4 Ourdi. 

Lc Moudir etait au milieu d’eux ii c6te du canon. 

L’ennemi s’otait range a Uro au nord de notre arnuio. 

Ces forces etaient cn partie composecs de soldats dc la Moudirieh dc Berber et 
armecs d(‘ fusils Remington, et avee les hommes armes par El-Chorif Mahmoud, 
nomine Emir sur Uongola, et par Ilassan El-Abadi, nomine Emir sur I’Egyptc et ses 
deiiendances; mais notre pcrspicacc ilfoudir a ordonne aux soldats dc nc pas ouvrir feu 
contre cux; il les occupait seulcmcnt par dcs brulots ("danat”) qui allaientsc jeter soit 
au milieu dc Tarmee ennemie, soit sur ses fiancs, jusqu’a cc que la cavalcric ennemie 
cut re^u Ford re de fondre sur nous. Nos soldats ouvrirent alors le feu sur eux, les 
Emirs cites plus haut sc jct(>rcnt au milieu dc notre armec pour cnlover le canon et 
s’emparer dc notre Moudir ou le tuer. Le Moudir les laissa s’avanccr ii 150 metres, et 
ordonna aux soldats et aux artillcurs du milieu dc tirer lc “salkoun” (mitraille), aux 
soldats du flanc gauche de tirer sur ceux qui etaient retranches dans les maisons et sur 
les toits. 

Grace a notre Moudir, la victoirc fut de notre c6te, malgrc notre petit nombre et 
le grand nombre de rennemi, Tardeur dc son assaut et lc sorment quo ses Chefs 
s’etaient jure. Notre Moudir ctait partout, relevant lc moral dcs soldats et les 
encourageant. Son enorgic et son intrepidite etaient grandcs. 

L’ennemi prit ]a fuitc laissant sur lc champ de bataille tons les Ihnirs citds plus 
haut: Mahmoud, Emir de Uongola, ITassan Abadi, Emir d’Egypte, I’Kinir dc Tripoli 
et les autros Emirs. Babekr Kaukiz perdit aussi la vie. Le cadavre d’Ahmed El- 
Iloda fut eiilcve par ses homines et cnscvcli a Esli avee cclui de Babekr Kaukiz. 

Nos soldats poursuivirent I’cnnomi, cxcit6s par notre Moudir qui dtait h cheval, 
jusqu’a cc quo la fatigue gagna les bommes et les chevaux; alors ils s’en rctourn6ront. 

Nos pertes sont: un soldat du 4" Corps tue; les Majors Ilassan Agha, Solciman 
Agha; cinq soldats et sept autres a dromadairc furent blessds. Les blcssures dc Ilassan 
Agha sont graves mais non mortellcs. 

Tel est lo rdcit dc cette bataille. 
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No. 487. 

Sir E, Baring to Earl Granville.—(Received September 29.) 

(No. 880.) . Cairo, September 18,1884. 

My Lord, . oA-nioo nf two teleorams from Stiakin from Major- 

Geneim— 

“two roesses over tie Hadendowos oo the 15th »stant. 

(Signed) L* BAHING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 487. 

Major-General Fremantle to Lieutenant-General Sir F. Stephenson. 

... Suahin, September 17, IS84, 10-50 A.M. 

support Government. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 487. 

Colonel Chermside to Colonel Watson. 

Sualcin, September 17,1884. _ 

' orte 16th the Amarais had two very considerahlc sueeesses. 1“ 
nadeodowas. loss was two Sheikhs and eleven Amarars 

mules, rifles, arms taken hy Amarars an po ■ body of Amarars, under 

Sir ICorirMSmi, hS'^Harlomto^^^^^ of whom seventy killed. Amarars thirty 
killed. The Amarars pursued. cjiUnirs’” also brousrlit in 

spoils«rS^ Bisharoen 

to north rebels. . 

Your No. IG. 'Will go to Massowah on 20th. 

Your No. 17. I will send Sheikh of Ashrafs to Agig. 

No night fii’ing last eight days. 


No. 488. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 29.) 

(No. 883.) Cairo, September 19, 1884. 

^°HAVE the honour to inclose translation of a 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 488. 

General Gordon to the Khedives Privy Seal. 

/Tolcp-rauhic 1 Undated {received September 18, 1884). 

^ PLEASE grant Mr. Power, British Vice-Consul, and M. 
in Khartoum, the third class of the Mcdjiclieh in ^ 

the siege of Khartoum. Be good enough to send the fifty dccoiations p y 
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asked for on my aiTival in Cairo, instead of which it ivas promised to send me fifty 
swords. These have not arrived, they have probably been stolen with the Government 
property in the Moudirieh of Berber. 


No. 489. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 29.) 

(No. 885.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo, September 20,1884. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram received from General 
Gordon addressed to the Erench, Austrian, and Greek Consuls-Gencral. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 489. 

Pranslalion of an Arabic cypher Telegram, signed Gordon, Khartoum, undated, and 
addressed to Consuls-General of France, Austria, and Greece at Cairo, to be delivered 
through the British Agency, (Received Assouan, September 18, 1884.) 

AETER fifteen days I hope to take Berber and place the necessary soldiers there. 
I have informed your Consuls here that they should go to Berber, because I do 
not wish them to remain in Khartoum now that it is an Arab fortress. On their 
arrival at Berber I shall no longer he responsible for them. If the Nile commences 
to descend I hope you will speak to llis Highness the Khedive about taking the 
necessary measures for their reaching Cairo. 


No. 490. 

Sir E, Baring to Earl Granville,—(Received September 29.) 

(No. 893.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 20, 1884. 

I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship eojiy of a Report from Colonel 
Chermside, giving liis o])inion respecting the efficiency of the Egyptian troops under 
llis command. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


Inclosure in No. 490. 

Memorandum by Colonel Chermside on Employment of Egyptian Troops in case of 
Operations from the Siialdn Base. 

I BELIEVE there exists some sort of verbal pledge to the men that tlicy should 
not bo employed in the interior of the Soudan. I wrote to the Sirdar as to this some 
weeks ago, but have not yet received a reply. 

2. I think if there is anything of this nature the furthest limit of employment 
should be Handoub. 

3. As regards the actual A'aluc of these troops, though I do not anticipate that for 
years to come, at any rate, wo can get the same value out of them as the Turks, who 
arc Moslems, can got, there is no doubt that if full advantage of their docility and 
discipline be taken, the value of their fighting power is considerable. 

(a.) They are very (juiet and obedient, and under normal circumstances, very 
imiiassive. 

(b.) Tinder normal circumstances their fire can bo very easily controlled. 

(c.) Their shooting power is much greater than is ordinarily supposed. The 
results of careful instruction are surprising. I consider the individual fire and the 
volley firing up to 800 yards to he good, even nlu'u judged by British standard. 

(d.) As working parties they are execedinely industrious, and have excellent 
[4G8] 4 F 
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.atoal aptitude. Both hattaiione have heeu tvained, .aud may he eonsideved pioueev 

b****’™ Although „( my ol'^he^bEgyptiausbwith 

fa“hal SraK-fc the puldie erfhuatc of tbeiv value is tar toolow. 

They arc aetually now, I helievo, good troops mw 01 vs. i-ather a speculative matter; 

V/.l What their behaviour would he in ^ all calculations. It not too 

f ^^^^StL?lTm^lh(Te3e troops, but I am not anxious to see 

the’flght'ing line in their health excellently, and 

endure constant physical 1 ; jvdvaucc'hy this line milcssthere 

5. I shouhl not wish to sec them ^ i-aihvuy heins made a pioneer 

were at least three to fmht, prove, from their organization and 

brigade would, even if they J defending a railway to Ilandonh. 

,.„?hinepow^,otimi™^^^^^ and eauiels-would prove ot 

“‘■“VtHc battalions are rospeetively about 75 and 150 privates under streugth; 

or Basbi.B* 

wSmui ^ => “'"o most 

daring, and would, after any success, '>.‘'oXa|l™c“o“' A local Bashl-Basoulc battalion 

9°. They wouhl be of especial u .n an ,,,a, 

of irregular infantry is most desi ^ trihcsnien. They speak 

They have heen accustomed to look ^ p^ ^.^rpeve the regulars of many small 

Sieir language ; seem fairly of affairs heing pijlongc^ 

detachment duties and posts, and ^ rodueed. Kassala, banhcit, 

iudcfiuitcly, would cnahlc s^^ohahly furnish the men we want; the pay 

Amadih, Massowah, and f^o-ainst the P.T. 10 a-month of the 

would he P.T. 150 would probably he less. It 

soldier with rations, ihc total expu 1 ^ recommend irrcgulai 

there is to he no adyanee ^ t presemt togulars. 

cavalry and camel corps, and a ^nEllBEUT CUEEMSIEE, 

fbigncdj Lieutenant-Colonel 

August 28, 1884. _ - 


. No_ 401. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Graavitle.-iRrceivccl Seplmler 29.) 

(No, 800.) Cairo, September 21, 1884. 

My Lord, „ . , j.' +rv T nvil AVolseley have been prepared in consul- 

^ the inclosed draft and mvsdf. I have the honour to request 

tation with I^ord Is orthhrook, Loi 1M ^ p (vhether I may eommumcatc them 

sar»"Ky”> 

with the approval of Her P P^p.^ Pefore this reaches your Lordship; hut 

Lord Mhdseley will prohah^ l^ Oojom communicate to 

-sivuetiouswbiebyouvLovasiup 

may wish to have made. (Signed)b“™’ 


205 


Tnclosiirc in No, 491. 

Draft of Instruclions to General Lord Wolseley. 

^°EE011E you leave Cairo Her Majesty’s Government think it desirable that you 
should receive general instructions as to the course which you are to pursue in 

connection with the aiVairs of the Soudan. . 

The nrimary ohicet of the expedition up the Valley of tlic Nile is to bring 
away General Gordon and Colonel Stewart from Khartoum. When that object has 
been secured no further offensive operations of any kind arc to ho under taken. 

Althou'di you are not precluded from advancing as tar as Khartoum, should 
you consider such a step essential to insure the safe retreat of General Gordon and 
Colonel Stewart, you should hear in mind that Her Majesty’s Government is desirous 
to limit the sphere of \ our military operations as much as possible. They rely on you, 
therefore, not to advance further southwards than is absolutely necessary m order to 
attain the primary object of the expedition. You will (mdeavour to place yonrsclt in 
communication Avitli General Gordon and Colonel Stewart as soon as possih e. 
Supreme political and civil power will he eonferred upon you m respect to the 
atfairs of the Nile Valley south of Assouan. General Gordon and Colonel Stewart 

arc nlaced under your orders. . •i.i tt tit • + > 

Ill resneet to all political matters, you will communicate with Her Ma 3 csty s 
Government and receive their instructions through the Consul-General at Cairo. _ You 
arc aware that the policy of Her ^lajesty’s Government is that Egyptian mlc m the 
Soudan should ceaso. It is desirable_that yon should receive gvneral instructions as to 
two points Avhieh necessarily arise in eonncction ivith tlie method of carrying this 

policy^mto extent taken to insure the safe retreat of the Egyptian 

troops and civil employes; (2) the policy to he adopted m respect to the luture 

Government of the Soudan, and especially of Khaitoum. r i 

The negotiations with the tribes for endeavouring to si'ciire the safe retreat of 
the o'arrisoirof Kassala may most conveniently he treated from Suakin and Massowdi. 
Yniriieed not thert'fore, take any steps in eonneetion with this hraneh ot the subject. 

'fho po“ito the gm^rms in Davronv, the Babv-d.G.r.ono and Equa oml 
provinces vendor, it impossible that you should take any action wh.eli would laciktatc 
their retreat without extending your operations tar beyond the sphere uhich iici 

IVfaif'stv’s Government is prepared to sanction. , . , , , 

As rco'ards the Senaar garrison, Her Majesty’s Government is not prepared to 
sanction tfu' dispatch of an expedition of Eritish troops up the Blue iSilc m order to 

iiisiim As^iotiea^^^^ roedved from General Gordon, there is reason to hope 

that he has already taken steps to withdraiv the Egyptian portion of the Senaar 

^'‘“’you will use your best endeavours to insure tbo safe retreat of the Epptian 
troops whioli constitute t.lio Kliartoinn garrison, and of such of the civil employes of 
Kliartouin, togetlior with tlicir families, as may wish to rotum to JiOTpt. 

As regards tlie future govornii.ont of the Soudan, and ospooially of Wiartoimb 
thp uolicv which Her Majesty’s Government desires to pursue is to establish a 
Govo«t a Kbartouiulvliih, so far as all matters oonnootod witli the internal 
Xinistration of tlio country are oonoomed, would bo wholly indopoiidcnt of EgjTt. 

The Ef.vi>tiau Govermnout would bo pro[iarcd to pay a roason.ablc subsidy to 
aiivCliioformimborof Cliiofs who would bo sumoioiitly powovlul to maintain order 
along the Valley ot tlio Nile from Wady Haifa to Khartoum, and who would ngreo 

t(i the following conditions:— . • j. -a 

1. To remain at peace with Egyjit, and to repress any raids on Egyptian territory. 

3. To prcveut”and Hscouragc”by all possible means any expeditions for the sale 

of to conclude any arrangements which fulfil these general 

‘""'"'^Thc main ditTiculty will consist in the selection of an individual, or of a numher 
of iudividiials, having sufficient authority to maintain order. 

In conueetion with this point, the widest discretion is left 
to observe that Her Ylajcsty’s Government sec no reason at present to withdiaw the 
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objections Avhicb they have always maintained to tlic cstablislnnont of Zebelir Pasha 
as ruler of Khartoum. 

You will, of course, bear in mind that any ruler establislied south of Wady 
Haifa will have to rely solely on his own strength in order to maintain liis position. 
I liave already mentioned that under certain conditions the Egyptian Government 
would be prepared to pay a moderate subsidy in order to secure tranquillity and fairly 
good government in the Valley of the Nile. 

Beyond the adoption of this measure neither Her IMajcsty’s Government nor 
the Egyptian Government arc prepared to assume any responsibility whatsoever for 
the government of the Nile Valley south of Wady Haifa. 


No. 492. 

Sir E. Baring to Earl Granville.—{Received September 29.) 

(No. 902.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 23, 1884. 

ON my return to Cairo I inquired what steps had been taken in connection with 
the subjects treated in your Lordship’s despatch to Mr. Egerton No. 357 of the 
25th July, 1884. 

Your Lordship will recollect that that despatch dealt first with the procedure to 
be adopted for the future in respect to the preliminary investigation with criminal 
offences, and, secondly, with the organization of the pro\'incial police. 

As regards the iirst point, Mr. Egerton communicated to your Lordship a draft 
Decree prepared by Nubar Pasha, under Avhich the preliminary investigation into 
criminal offences Avould in all cases have been intrusted to the JMudirs and INlamours. 

Your Lordship informed ]\Ir. Egerton that Her Majesty’s Government Avould not 
offer any objection to the adoption of the plan proposed by tho Egyptian Government, 
provided that special mention Avas made in the Decree of the right of direct appeal to 
the “Juge d’Instruction ” and Procurcur-Gdneral, Avithout passing through the 
!Mudir’s Court. 

I have noAV the honour to inclose a copy of a Decree issued by the KhcdiA^e on the 
21th ultimo. 

This Decree empoAvevs the ]\Iamour to try cases of “ contraA^ontions,” that is to 
say, they will have poAver to inflict a fine not exceeding P. T. 100, and imprison¬ 
ment for a term not exceeding seven days. 

It is clear that this Decree goes very much less far in the direction of conferring 
judicial poAver on the Executive officers of the Egyptian Government than was con¬ 
templated under the draft Decree Avhich formed an inclosurc to Mr. Egerton’s despatch 
to your Lordship No. 546 of the 19th May. 

Your Lordship Avill observe that no special mention is made in the Decree of the 
24th August of the right of direct appeal to the Juge d’Instruction and Procurcur- 
General Avithout passing through the Mudir’s Court; but Nubar Pasha assures me that 
this right is amply secured under the existing Code, and, in view of the comparatiA-'oly 
slight nature of the change made by the ncAV Decree, I have not thought it necessary 
to move the Egyptian Government to take any further stops in the matter. 

As regards the police organization, a draft Decree, prepari'd by the Egyptian 
Government, Avas also transmitted to your Lordship as an inclosure to Mr. Egerton’s 
despatch No. 516 of the 19th May. The main object of this Decree Avas to place the 
police more distinctly under the orders of the Mudirs than Avas the case under the then 
existing system. 

In a despatch No. 357 of the 25th July addressed to Mr. Egerton, your Lordship 
reserved your opinion on this subject, and expressed a hope that a solution would bo 
found Avhich Avould obviate the necessity of any sudden and violent disturbance of the 
existing organization, and, at the same time, maintain the proper and legitimate 
authority of the Mudirs. 

I have noAv the honour to inclose copy of some orders AAdiich were rceently issued 
by the Egyptian Government modifying, to some extent, the Decree of the 31st De¬ 
cember, 1883. 

I inclose also a Mimiorandum from Colonel Johnson, avIio lias been acting as 
Inspector-General of Police in Baker Pasha’s absence, Avhich explains briefly the nature 
of the changes Avhich haA'o lieen made. 

A third point, on Avhich your Lordship dwelt in the despat ch to Mr. Egerton of 
the 25th July, AA^as the nature of the supervision, if any, Avhich Avas to be exercised by 
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Europeans over the administration of the interior generally. In connection with this 
suliject I beg to druAv your Lordship’s attention to the passage in Colonel Johnson’s 
Memorandum, in Avhich he says that the poAvers of the police officers “ as inspecting 
officers are largely increased. When on tour of inspection they arc charged, as delegates 
of the Minister of the Interior, Avith the duty of examining into and reporting on the 
performance of all duties relating to public security by all the civil functionaries, 
including the Mudirs.” 

It is very possible that the more extended poAvers of inspection thus conferred on 
the officers of the police will go far to secure those advantages which Her lyiajcsty’s 
GoA^erument thought might accrue I'rom the appointment of Inspector-General. 

Lord Northbrook will, no doubt, deal in his General llcport Avith the subjects 
reated in this despatch. I Avill not, therefore, discuss them ajiy further at present. 
But I haA’o thought that your Lordship might Avish to knoAv Avithout delay Avhat steps 
were taken in consequence of the instructions conveyed to Mr. Egerton in your 
Lordship’s despatch No. 357 of the 25ih July. 1 Airito therefore this brief Eeport on 
the subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BAKING. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 492. 

Extract from the “ Moniteur Egxjptien" of August 26, 1884. 


DgctcI* 

NOUS, KhediA'c d’Egypte, 

Vu Ics Articles 6 ct 125 du Code d’Instruction Criminelle ; 

Sur la projiosition de notre Ministre do la Justice ct I’aA'Is conforme de notre 
Conscil dcs Ministres; 

Dderdtons: 

Article 1". Les Mamours Markaz dans la Bassc-liigypte sont nommes officiers de 
police judiciairc. 

Ils sont designds comme Juges do Contraventions dans la circonscription do leurs 
Markaz. 

Art. 2. Notre Ministre de la Justice cst charge do rcxecution du iircsent 
Ddcret. 

Eait au Palais de Kas-el-Tin, Ic 3 Zilcada, 1301 (24 AoiU, 1884). 

(Signe) MEHEMET TEWFIK. 

Par le Khddivc: 

Lo President du Conscil dcs Ministres, 

Ministre do la Justice, 

(Signe) Ntjbak. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 492. 

Orders modifying the Decree of December 31, 1883. 

LE Conscil dos Ministres, 

^ Considcrant que le Decrct du 31 Decembre, 1883, rclatif a Torganisation do la 
police a donne lieu a dos erreurs d’intcrin'ctation et d’applicatiou qu’il importe do 
redresscr dans I’intcret d’unc bonne administration, a adopte les resolutions 
suivantes :— 

Article 1". Les Bureaux do la Direction Geueralc do la Police feront partie 
intdgrantc du Ministe do I'lntdricur sous le titre de Direction Geueralc de la Surete 
Publique. 

Art.^ 2. Dans les Moudiriehs ct les Gouvernorats la police est placeo sous les 
ordres directs des Moudirs ct Gouverncurs, qui sont respousables do la securito 
publique. 

Art. 3. Dans les Kisms ct dans les Markaz la police est placeo sous les ordres 
directs des Nazirs-el-Kisms ou dcs Mamours-cl-Markaz agissant comme deleo’ucs du 
Moudir. 
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Art. 4. Lcs Chefs do Police clans Ics chefs-lieux cle province seront clcsign6s ii 
ravenir sous lo nom de Mainour do la Police; ceux des Kisms ou des Marlcez, sous 
celui do Moawin. 

Art. 5, Tons rapports rclatifs a des crimes ou a des delits, a la sfirctd ct ii I’ordrc 
publics devront etre adressc's par la police aux Nazirs-el-Tvisms ou aux Mamours- 
el-Markaz ct par ceux-ci aux Moudirs, qui les trausmettront au Miuist^rc de 
I’Inierieur. 

Art. 6. Les Choiks des villages sont tenns de pn'venir iinin6diatoincnt pour telle 
suite quo de droit le postc le plus voisin de tout crime ou delit qui scrait commis dans 
lours localites respectives. 

Art. 7. Dans lcs provinces la police no procedcra pas aux enquetos judiciaires, 
inais en cas do crime ou do delit, cllc devra so rendre sur les lieux sans nieinc attondre 
des ordres, dans le plus href delai jiossihk', pour proedder aux constatations ncccssaires 
et aux mesurcs provisoircs; ellc devra iunnediatement aviscr le Nazir-el-Kism ct le 
Maniour-cl-]Markaz, cpii procederont conformcment a la loi. 

Dans les Gouvernorats il n’ost pour Ic moment apporte aucune modification au 
fonctionnenient aetucl des bureaux cle police. 

Art. 8. Le Ministre do Plnterieur portcra i\ la connaissance de scs subordonnes 
lcs decisions qui preebdent ct leur en fera connaitro I’csprit veritable ct la portec en 
les invitant ci s’y conformcr sans retard. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 492. 

Memorandum hy Colonel Johnson on Ttccent Chanyes in Worlcing of Police. 

TIIE recent changes in tl\e administration of the i)oliee, while very slight as 
regards the internal organization of the corps, and slighter still as regards its duties as 
a body, remove the superior English ofiieei's from the position of executive officials so 
far as crime work is concerned, and limit their executive functions to the superinten¬ 
dence of drill, discipline, and interior. 

As inspecting officers, however, their powers are largely increased. When on 
tour of in.spection they are charged, as delegates of the ^Minister of the Interior, with 
the duty of examining into and reporting on the performance of all duties relating to 
public security by all the civil functionaries, including the lyfiidirs. 

The entire correspoudc^icc of the IMudirs with the Minister of the Interior 
relating to public security passes into the office of the Department of Public Security 
in the Ministry, of A\liieh the Inspector-General of Dolicc is practically the head. 
The Inspector-General is in direct communication with the ISfinister; letters to ]\ludirs 
conveying censure or direct orders arc .submitted to the Minister or Under-Secretary 
of State for signature ; and routine letters are signed by the Inspector-General on his 
own behalf, or “ for the Hkfinister,’' according to their contents. 

On the other hand, the ISIudirs have uoav full control over the public security 
duties of the police Avithout th(’ intervention of any alien authority between them and 
their natural Chief, the iMinistcr of the Interior. They arc cdiargcd to carry on their 
duties according to a Code of General Instructions, AAdiich is being published in 
.successive cha])ters as fast as possible. 

Any deviation from the published instructions Avill be reported by the English 
Inspectors, and Aviil have to be explained. 

klany temporary difficulties have, of course', appeared ou the resumption of full 
authority by tin* IMudirs, sonu' of Avhom, mi.sund{'rstanding the spirit of tlie action 
taken by Nubar Pasha, put their police ('iitiroly in the background, and confided 
much of the executive police Avork to the “ i\Iamours-cl-]Markaz ” instead of to the 
police officers, so that tlie former found themselves unable to do their jirojicr Avork, 
or to exercise general control and direction. 

My representations on such ease's have received the promptest attention, and the 
h'tters of explanation and instruction Avhieh I drcAV up have been duly .sealed aud 
dispatched. 

Some Mudirs have found it difficult to make' the recent iuslruetieins fit in with the 
judicial system, but, thanks to the' very e'ordial a-isisianci' of Ihmireis Pasha, all sueli 
difficulties liaAC up till now been e'asily arranged. 

There Avill doubtless be for some time to come a little' diffie-ulty in making the 
“ Mamour-el-^larkaz ” uneler^tand that he', as the chief civil authority eif bis elistriet, 
can e'xereise ge'ueral e'ontrol aud sujii'rA ision eivi'i* his district police Avithout necessarily 
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interfering in the performance of their daily duties to such an extent as to make his 
police officer a mere cypher Avithout capacity for initiative. But I hope that when 
we once settle down to Avork there aauII be very rapid jirogress. Some of the Mudirs 
have shown an excellent disposition, and avc can, I think, trust to the higher 
authorities to deal with those Avdio do not. 

(Signed) E. A. JOHNSON, 

Deputy-Inspector-General at Head-quarters. 

Cairo, September 11, 1884. 


No. 493. 

The Earl of Northbrook to Earl Granville.—{Received September 29.) 

(No. 7.) 

My Lord, _ Alexandria, September 23, 1884. 

Mr. EGEBTON, who has acted as Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in 
Egypt during the absence of Sir Evelyn Baring, proceeds to England on leave by this 
mail. 

It is only right that I should acquaint your Lordship, that from all I have heard 
I am satisfied that Mr. Egerton has fulfilled his duties during a time of considerable 
difficulty Avith great judgment and ability, and has produced a very favourable 
impression upon the native and European officials and others Avith AA'hom he lias been 
brought into contact. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) NOBTHBHOOK. 


No. 494. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Currie.—{Received September 29.) 

Sir, Admiralty, September 27, 1884. 

I AiM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of tlu* Admiralty to transmit for, 
the information of the Secretary of State for Eoreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated 
the 27th instant from Commodore IMolyncux at Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGBEGOll. 


Inclosure in No. 494. 

Commodore Molyneux to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, September 27, 1884, 4'20 p.m. 

BETIJIINED. Consider IVlassowah toAvn safe from external attack. Water 
supply insecure. Believe no immediate danger. Country unsettled. Garrison Aveak ; 
should be sti’engthcned. Will keep a ship there. Long letters from Gordon dated the 
27th April, 30th and 31st July, arrived Massowah 25th. Am wiring summary 
Cairo; propose proceed Suez Tuesday taking originals. Admiral informed. 


No. 495. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Currie.—{Received September 29.) 

Sir, Admiralty, September 29, 1884. 

I AIM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated 
the 28th instant from the Commander-in-chief on the East India Station, in regard to 
assistance not being required at IMassoAvah. 

T am, &e. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGBEGOll. 
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Inclosurc in No. 495. 

Vice-Admiral Sir JV. Hewett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Aden, September 28, 1884, 6’20 p.m. 

CONSEQUENT on telegram from Cairo and Admiral Mediterranean that 
assistance at Massowah is not required at present, I remain Aden. 


No. 496. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Currie.—(Received September 30.) 

Sir, Admiralty, September 30, 1884. 

I AM commanded hy my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Eorcign Affairs, copy of a telegram dated 
the 30th instant, from Admiral the Lord John Ilay, relative to the threatened attack 
on Massowah. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN M^CGEEGOR. 


Inclosure in No. 496. 

Vice-Admiral Lord John Hay to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Telegraphic.) Alexandria, September 30, 1884, 2*20 p.m. 

MY No. 351. 

Following from Commodore, namely :—“ Consider it desirable, various reasons, 
send Egyptian battalion, with good Commandant. Saw Speedy’s message. Tliink 
danger exaggerated. Unlikely attack Massowah with ship there, hut may disturb 
neighbourhood. I informed Minister. Mason informed Government. Do not know 
what steps taken Cairo; no authority move troops here, nor desirable, except 
emergency. ” 


X 



